
G U I D E

Global Certificate in Reggio Emilia Approach in Childcare

Children's Rights and Agency in Learning

Children's rights and agency in learning are fundamental concepts in the Reggio Emilia Approach, which
emphasizes the importance of respecting and promoting the rights and dignity of children as capable and
competent individuals. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is an
international treaty that sets out the civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights of children, and
provides a framework for understanding and promoting children's rights in education. Article 29 of the
UNCRC states that education should be directed towards the development of the child's personality, talents,
and mental and physical abilities, and should prepare the child for a responsible life in a free society.

In the context of the Reggio Emilia Approach, children's rights and agency in learning are closely linked to
the concept of participation, which refers to the active involvement of children in the learning process. This
means that children are seen as co-constructors of knowledge and learning, rather than simply as recipients
of information. The Reggio Emilia Approach emphasizes the importance of creating learning environments
that are conducive to children's participation, and that provide opportunities for children to take an active
role in shaping their own learning experiences.

One of the key principles of the Reggio Emilia Approach is the concept of self-directed learning, which
refers to the ability of children to take responsibility for their own learning and to pursue their own interests
and passions. This approach recognizes that children are naturally curious and motivated to learn, and that
they should be given the freedom to explore and discover new things at their own pace. Self-directed
learning is closely linked to the concept of autonomy, which refers to the ability of children to make choices
and decisions about their own learning.

The Reggio Emilia Approach also emphasizes the importance of collaboration and cooperation in learning,
recognizing that children learn best when they are working together with others towards a common goal.
This approach encourages children to share their ideas and perspectives, and to listen to and respect the
ideas and perspectives of others. Collaboration and cooperation are seen as essential skills for children to
develop, as they are critical for success in all areas of life.

In addition to these principles, the Reggio Emilia Approach also emphasizes the importance of
documentation and reflection in learning. Documentation refers to the process of recording and
documenting children's learning experiences, and reflection refers to the process of thinking critically about
and evaluating those experiences. The Reggio Emilia Approach recognizes that documentation and
reflection are essential tools for children's learning, as they provide a means of tracking progress,
identifying areas for improvement, and developing a sense of Self and identity.

The concept of identity is also a key aspect of the Reggio Emilia Approach, recognizing that children's sense
of self and identity is closely linked to their experiences and interactions with the world around them. The
Reggio Emilia Approach emphasizes the importance of creating learning environments that are rich in
provocations and stimuli, which can help to spark children's curiosity and interest, and to promote their
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sense of wonder and awe.

In terms of practical applications, the Reggio Emilia Approach can be implemented in a variety of ways,
depending on the specific context and setting. For example, in a preschool or kindergarten setting, the
Reggio Emilia Approach might involve creating a project-based curriculum, where children are encouraged
to explore and learn about a particular topic or theme in depth. This approach might also involve the use of
open-ended materials and loose parts, which can be used in a variety of ways to promote children's
creativity and imagination.

In a school-age setting, the Reggio Emilia Approach might involve the use of inquiry-based learning, where
children are encouraged to explore and investigate real-world problems and issues. This approach might
also involve the use of technology and digital tools, which can be used to support children's learning and to
provide them with new and innovative ways of expressing themselves and communicating with others.

Despite its many benefits, the Reggio Emilia Approach can also present a number of challenges, particularly
in terms of implementation and sustainability. For example, the Reggio Emilia Approach requires a high
degree of flexibility and adaptability on the part of teachers and educators, who must be able to respond to
the changing needs and interests of children in a dynamic and ongoing way. The Reggio Emilia Approach
also requires a significant amount of time and resources, which can be a challenge for schools and
educational institutions that are operating on limited budgets.

In addition to these challenges, the Reggio Emilia Approach can also be difficult to implement in settings
where there are high-stakes testing and accountability measures in place, which can create pressure on
teachers and educators to focus on standardized curricula and teaching methods. The Reggio Emilia
Approach can also be challenging to implement in settings where there are cultural and linguistic barriers,
which can create challenges for communication and understanding between children, teachers, and families.

To overcome these challenges, it is essential to have a deep understanding of the principles and values that
underlie the Reggio Emilia Approach, as well as a commitment to ongoing learning and professional
development. Teachers and educators must be willing to take risks and try new things, and to be open to
feedback and critique from children, families, and colleagues. They must also be able to advocate for the
Reggio Emilia Approach, and to provide evidence of its effectiveness in promoting children's learning and
development.

In terms of policy and advocacy, the Reggio Emilia Approach can be supported and promoted through a
variety of means, including the development of curricula and standards that reflect the principles and values
of the approach. The Reggio Emilia Approach can also be supported and promoted through the provision
of professional development opportunities and resources for teachers and educators, as well as through the
creation of networks and communities of practice that can provide support and guidance for those who are
implementing the approach.

The Reggio Emilia Approach can also be supported and promoted through research and evaluation, which
can provide evidence of the effectiveness of the approach in promoting children's learning and
development. This research and evaluation can be used to inform policy and practice, and to promote the
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Reggio Emilia Approach as a viable and effective alternative to more traditional approaches to education.

In addition to these strategies, the Reggio Emilia Approach can also be supported and promoted through
partnerships and collaborations with families and communities, which can provide opportunities for children
to learn and develop in a variety of contexts and settings. The Reggio Emilia Approach can also be
supported and promoted through the use of technology and social media, which can provide opportunities
for children to connect with others and to share their ideas and perspectives with a wider audience.

Overall, the Reggio Emilia Approach is a powerful and effective approach to education, which recognizes
the importance of children's rights and agency in learning. By emphasizing the principles of participation,
autonomy, and collaboration, the Reggio Emilia Approach provides a framework for promoting children's
learning and development, and for supporting their overall well-being and thriving. As such, the Reggio
Emilia Approach has the potential to make a significant and lasting impact on the lives of children, and to
promote a more just and equitable society for all.

The concept of democracy is also closely linked to the Reggio Emilia Approach, recognizing that children's
rights and agency in learning are essential for the development of a democratic and participatory society.
The Reggio Emilia Approach emphasizes the importance of creating learning environments that are
democratic and inclusive, where children are encouraged to participate and to take an active role in shaping
their own learning experiences.

In terms of leadership and management, the Reggio Emilia Approach requires a unique set of skills and
competencies, including the ability to facilitate and support children's learning, rather than simply to direct
and control it. The Reggio Emilia Approach also requires a high degree of flexibility and adaptability, as well
as a willingness to take risks and try new things.

The Reggio Emilia Approach can also be applied in a variety of settings and contexts, including preschools,
kindergartens, schools, and community-based programs. The approach can be adapted to meet the unique
needs and interests of children, and to promote their overall well-being and development.

In terms of assessment and evaluation, the Reggio Emilia Approach emphasizes the importance of authentic
and performance-based assessments, which can provide a more complete and accurate picture of children's
learning and development. The Reggio Emilia Approach also recognizes the importance of self-assessment
and self-evaluation, which can help children to develop a sense of agency and ownership over their own
learning.

The Reggio Emilia Approach can also be used to promote social justice and equality, recognizing that all
children have the right to a high-quality education, regardless of their background or circumstances. The
Reggio Emilia Approach emphasizes the importance of creating learning environments that are inclusive
and welcoming, and that provide opportunities for children to learn about and appreciate diversity and
difference.

In addition to these principles, the Reggio Emilia Approach also recognizes the importance of family and
community involvement in children's education, recognizing that children's learning and development are
closely linked to their experiences and interactions with the world around them. The Reggio Emilia
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Approach emphasizes the importance of creating partnerships and collaborations with families and
communities, which can provide opportunities for children to learn and develop in a variety of contexts and
settings.

The Reggio Emilia Approach can also be used to promote creativity and innovation, recognizing that
children are naturally curious and motivated to learn, and that they should be given the freedom to explore
and discover new things at their own pace. The Reggio Emilia Approach emphasizes the importance of
creating learning environments that are rich in provocations and stimuli, which can help to spark children's
curiosity and interest, and to promote their sense of wonder and awe.

In terms of policy and advocacy, the Reggio Emilia Approach can be supported and promoted through a
variety of means, including the development of curricula and standards that reflect the principles and values
of the approach. The Reggio Emilia Approach can also be supported and promoted through the provision
of professional development opportunities and resources for teachers and educators, as well as through the
creation of networks and communities of practice that can provide support and guidance for those who are
implementing the approach.

Overall, the Reggio Emilia Approach is a powerful and effective approach to education, which recognizes
the importance of children's rights and agency in learning. By emphasizing the principles of participation,
autonomy, and collaboration, the Reggio Emilia Approach provides a framework for promoting children's
learning and development, and for supporting their overall well-being and thriving. As such, the Reggio
Emilia Approach has the potential to make a significant and lasting impact on the lives of children, and to
promote a more just and equitable society for all.

The Reggio Emilia Approach can also be used to promote critical thinking and problem-solving, recognizing
that children are capable and competent individuals who can think critically and solve problems. The Reggio
Emilia Approach emphasizes the importance of creating learning environments that are rich in challenges
and opportunities, which can help to promote children's critical thinking and problem-solving skills.

In terms of technology and digital media, the Reggio Emilia Approach recognizes the importance of
providing children with access to a range of tools and resources that can support their learning and
development. The Reggio Emilia Approach emphasizes the importance of creating learning environments
that are rich in possibilities and opportunities, which can help to promote children's creativity and
innovation.

The Reggio Emilia Approach can also be used to promote emotional intelligence and well-being,
recognizing that children's emotional and social development are closely linked to their overall well-being
and thriving. The Reggio Emilia Approach emphasizes the importance of creating learning environments
that are supportive and nurturing, and that provide opportunities for children to develop their emotional
and social skills.

In addition to these principles, the Reggio Emilia Approach also recognizes the importance of play and
exploration in children's learning and development, recognizing that play is a powerful and effective way for
children to learn and develop new skills and knowledge. The Reggio Emilia Approach emphasizes the
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importance of creating learning environments that are rich in opportunities and possibilities, which can help
to promote children's play and exploration.

The Reggio Emilia Approach can also be used to promote diversity and inclusion, recognizing that all
children have the right to a high-quality education, regardless of their background or circumstances. The
Reggio Emilia Approach emphasizes the importance of creating learning environments that are inclusive
and welcoming, and that provide opportunities for children to learn about and appreciate diversity and
difference.

In terms of accountability and assessment, the Reggio Emilia Approach recognizes the importance of
providing children with regular and ongoing feedback and assessment, which can help to promote their
learning and development. The Reggio Emilia Approach emphasizes the importance of creating learning
environments that are rich in opportunities and possibilities, which can help to promote children's sense of
agency and ownership over their own learning.

The Reggio Emilia Approach can also be used to promote community and social responsibility, recognizing
that children's learning and development are closely linked to their experiences and interactions with the
world around them. The Reggio Emilia Approach emphasizes the importance of creating learning
environments that are rich in opportunities and possibilities, which can help to promote children's sense of
community and social responsibility.

In addition to these principles, the Reggio Emilia Approach also recognizes the importance of family and
community involvement in children's education, recognizing that children's learning and development are
closely linked to their experiences and interactions with the world around them. The Reggio Emilia
Approach emphasizes the importance of creating partnerships and collaborations with families and
communities, which can provide opportunities for children to learn and develop in a variety of contexts and
settings.

The Reggio Emilia Approach can also be used to promote creativity and innovation, recognizing that
children are naturally curious and motivated to learn, and that they should be given the freedom to explore
and discover new things at their own pace. The Reggio Emilia Approach emphasizes the importance of
creating learning environments that are rich in provocations and stimuli, which can help to spark children's
curiosity and interest, and to promote their sense of wonder and awe.

In terms of policy and advocacy, the Reggio Emilia Approach can be supported and promoted through a
variety of means, including the development of curricula and standards that reflect the principles and values
of the approach. The Reggio Emilia Approach can also be supported and promoted through the provision
of professional development opportunities and resources for teachers and educators, as well as through the
creation of networks and communities of practice that can provide support and guidance for those who are
implementing the approach.

Overall, the Reggio Emilia Approach is a powerful and effective approach to education, which recognizes
the importance of children's rights and agency in learning. By emphasizing the principles of participation,
autonomy, and collaboration, the Reggio Emilia Approach provides a framework for promoting children's
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learning and development, and for supporting their overall well-being and thriving. As such, the Reggio
Emilia Approach has the potential to make a significant and lasting impact on the lives of children, and to
promote a more just and equitable society for all.
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