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Global Certificate in Reggio Emilia Approach in Childcare

Foundations of the Reggio Emilia Philosophy

The Reggio Emilia philosophy is an educational approach that originated in Italy and is known for its focus
on child-led learning and project-based activities. This approach emphasizes the importance of creating a
learning environment that is rich in materials and resources, and that allows children to explore and
discover concepts and ideas at their own pace. The Reggio Emilia philosophy is based on the idea that
children are curious and natural learners, and that they should be given the opportunity to investigate and
learn through hands-on experiences.

One of the key terms in the Reggio Emilia philosophy is the concept of the environment as a third teacher.
This means that the physical space in which children learn is seen as a vital component of the learning
process, and is designed to be a stimulating and engaging place that encourages children to explore and
learn. The environment is carefully planned and organized to provide children with a wide range of
materials and resources that they can use to investigate and learn about different concepts and ideas.

Another important term in the Reggio Emilia philosophy is the concept of project-based learning. This
approach involves children working on long-term projects that are designed to encourage them to think
critically and solve problems. These projects are often child-initiated, and are designed to allow children to
pursue their own interests and passions. The projects are also collaborative, and involve children working
together to achieve a common goal.

The Reggio Emilia philosophy also places a strong emphasis on the importance of documentation and
reflection. This involves teachers observing and recording children's learning, and using this information to
plan and inform future learning experiences. Documentation and reflection are seen as essential
components of the learning process, as they allow teachers to understand children's thinking and learning,
and to identify areas where children may need additional support or challenges.

The concept of emergent curriculum is also a key term in the Reggio Emilia philosophy. This approach
involves teachers planning and implementing a curriculum that is flexible and responsive to children's needs
and interests. The curriculum is seen as emerging from the process of learning, rather than being pre-
determined by teachers. This approach requires teachers to be flexible and responsive to children's ideas
and interests, and to be willing to adapt and change their plans as needed.

The Reggio Emilia philosophy also emphasizes the importance of community and relationships in the
learning process. This involves teachers building strong relationships with children and families, and
collaborating with other teachers and professionals to support children's learning. The concept of co-
construction is also important, as it involves teachers and children working together to construct knowledge
and meaning.

In terms of practical applications, the Reggio Emilia philosophy can be seen in the way that teachers design
and organize the learning environment. For example, teachers may create a studio or atelier space that is
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filled with materials and resources that children can use to explore and learn. Teachers may also use project-
based learning approaches, such as having children work on long-term projects that are designed to
encourage them to think critically and solve problems.

The Reggio Emilia philosophy also has implications for the way that teachers assess and evaluate children's
learning. For example, teachers may use documentation and reflection to understand children's thinking
and learning, and to identify areas where children may need additional support or challenges. Teachers may
also use self-assessment and peer-assessment approaches, such as having children reflect on their own
learning and provide feedback to their peers.

One of the challenges of implementing the Reggio Emilia philosophy is the need for teachers to be flexible
and responsive to children's needs and interests. This can be challenging for teachers who are used to
traditional teaching approaches, and who may need to adapt their practice to meet the needs of children.
Another challenge is the need for teachers to collaborate with other teachers and professionals to support
children's learning. This can be time-consuming and resource-intensive, and may require teachers to think
creatively about how to build and sustain relationships with other professionals.

The Reggio Emilia philosophy also emphasizes the importance of parent and family involvement in the
learning process. This involves teachers building strong relationships with parents and families, and
collaborating with them to support children's learning. For example, teachers may invite parents to
participate in classroom activities, or to attend parent-teacher conferences to discuss their child's progress
and goals.

In terms of the role of the teacher, the Reggio Emilia philosophy emphasizes the importance of teachers
being facilitators of learning, rather than directors of learning. This means that teachers should create a
learning environment that is supportive and stimulating, and that allows children to take ownership of their
own learning. Teachers should also be observers and listeners, and should use their observations and
insights to inform and guide children's learning.

The Reggio Emilia philosophy also has implications for the way that teachers plan and deliver instruction.
For example, teachers may use project-based learning approaches, such as having children work on long-
term projects that are designed to encourage them to think critically and solve problems. Teachers may also
use small-group and one-on-one instruction, and may differentiate instruction to meet the needs of
individual children.

The concept of atelier is also an important part of the Reggio Emilia philosophy. An atelier is a studio or
workshop space that is filled with materials and resources that children can use to explore and learn. The
atelier is seen as a space where children can express themselves and communicate their ideas and thoughts.
The atelier is also a space where children can develop their creativity and imagination, and where they can
learn to think critically and solve problems.

In terms of the role of the atelierista, the Reggio Emilia philosophy emphasizes the importance of the
atelierista being a co-learner and collaborator with children. The atelierista should create a learning
environment that is supportive and stimulating, and that allows children to take ownership of their own
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learning. The atelierista should also be a facilitator of learning, and should use their knowledge and
expertise to support and guide children's learning.

The Reggio Emilia philosophy also has implications for the way that teachers assess and evaluate children's
learning. For example, teachers may use documentation and reflection to understand children's thinking
and learning, and to identify areas where children may need additional support or challenges. Teachers may
also use self-assessment and peer-assessment approaches, such as having children reflect on their own
learning and provide feedback to their peers.

The concept of pedagogical documentation is also an important part of the Reggio Emilia philosophy.
Pedagogical documentation involves teachers documenting and reflecting on children's learning, and using
this information to inform and guide future learning experiences. Pedagogical documentation is seen as a
way of making children's learning visible, and of valuing and respecting children's ideas and perspectives.

The Reggio Emilia philosophy also emphasizes the importance of community and relationships in the
learning process. This involves teachers building strong relationships with children and families, and
collaborating with other teachers and professionals to support children's learning. For example, teachers
may participate in professional development opportunities to learn new strategies and approaches for
supporting children's learning, and may collaborate with other teachers to plan and deliver instruction.

In terms of the role of technology in the Reggio Emilia philosophy, it is seen as a tool that can be used to
support and enhance children's learning. For example, teachers may use digital cameras and video
recorders to document children's learning, and may use computer software to create and edit digital
portfolios of children's work. Teachers may also use online resources and websites to access information
and materials that can be used to support children's learning.

The Reggio Emilia philosophy also has implications for the way that teachers design and organize the
learning environment. For example, teachers may create a flexible and adaptable learning environment that
can be configured to meet the needs of different children and activities. Teachers may also use natural and
sustainable materials to create a learning environment that is healthy and safe for children.

The concept of sustainability is also an important part of the Reggio Emilia philosophy. Sustainability
involves teachers creating a learning environment that is healthy and safe for children, and that promotes
social and environmental responsibility. For example, teachers may use recycled and reusable materials to
create a learning environment that is sustainable and environmentally-friendly.

In terms of the role of parents and families in the Reggio Emilia philosophy, it is seen as essential to support
and enhance children's learning. For example, teachers may invite parents to participate in classroom
activities, or to attend parent-teacher conferences to discuss their child's progress and goals. Teachers may
also use communication strategies such as newsletters and email to keep parents informed about their
child's learning and progress.

The Reggio Emilia philosophy also emphasizes the importance of continuity and consistency in the learning
process. This involves teachers creating a learning environment that is predictable and reliable, and that
provides children with a sense of security and belonging. For example, teachers may establish daily routines
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and rituals that help children to feel safe and supported, and may use visual tapes and schedules to help
children to understand and follow the daily routine.

The concept of diversity is also an important part of the Reggio Emilia philosophy. Diversity involves
teachers valuing and respecting the unique qualities and characteristics of each child, and creating a
learning environment that is inclusive and welcoming to all children. For example, teachers may use
multilingual and multicultural materials to support children's learning, and may celebrate different cultures
and traditions in the classroom.

The Reggio Emilia philosophy also has implications for the way that teachers assess and evaluate children's
learning. For example, teachers may use authentic and performance-based assessments to evaluate
children's learning, and may use self-assessment and peer-assessment approaches to encourage children to
reflect on their own learning and set goals for themselves.

The concept of inquiry is also an important part of the Reggio Emilia philosophy. Inquiry involves teachers
encouraging children to explore and investigate their curiosity and interests, and creating a learning
environment that is supportive and stimulating. For example, teachers may use open-ended and flexible
materials to support children's inquiry, and may encourage children to ask questions and seek out answers
for themselves.

The Reggio Emilia philosophy also emphasizes the importance of creativity and imagination in the learning
process. This involves teachers encouraging children to think creatively and develop their imagination, and
creating a learning environment that is supportive and stimulating. For example, teachers may use art and
music to support children's learning, and may encourage children to express themselves through creative
and imaginative play.

The concept of agency is also an important part of the Reggio Emilia philosophy. Agency involves teachers
encouraging children to take control of their own learning, and creating a learning environment that is
supportive and stimulating. For example, teachers may use choice and autonomy to support children's
agency, and may encourage children to make decisions and take action based on their own interests and
goals.

In terms of the role of play in the Reggio Emilia philosophy, it is seen as a fundamental part of the learning
process. Play involves children engaging in spontaneous and self-directed activities that are fun and
enjoyable, and that support their learning and development. For example, teachers may create a play-based
learning environment that is supportive and stimulating, and may use play to teach children important skills
and concepts.

The Reggio Emilia philosophy also emphasizes the importance of relationships in the learning process. This
involves teachers building strong relationships with children and families, and creating a learning
environment that is supportive and stimulating. For example, teachers may use positive and supportive
language to build relationships with children, and may encourage children to develop strong relationships
with their peers.

The concept of context is also an important part of the Reggio Emilia philosophy. Context involves teachers
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considering the social and cultural context in which children are learning, and creating a learning
environment that is responsive to the needs and interests of children. For example, teachers may use
culturally and linguistically diverse materials to support children's learning, and may encourage children to
explore and learn about different cultures and traditions.

The Reggio Emilia philosophy also has implications for the way that teachers design and organize the
learning environment. For example, teachers may create a flexible and adaptable learning environment that
can be configured to meet the needs of different children and activities. Teachers may also use natural and
sustainable materials to create a learning environment that is healthy and safe for children.

The Reggio Emilia philosophy also emphasizes the importance of reflection and self-reflection in the
learning process. This involves teachers reflecting on their own practice and approaches to teaching, and
using this reflection to inform and improve their teaching. For example, teachers may use journaling and
reflection to think critically about their teaching, and may seek out feedback and support from colleagues
and peers.

In terms of the role of technology in the Reggio Emilia philosophy, it is seen as a tool that can be used to
support and enhance children's learning. For example, teachers may use digital cameras and video
recorders to document children's learning, and may use computer software to create and edit digital
portfolios of children's work. Teachers may also use online resources and websites to access information
and materials that can be used to support children's learning.

The Reggio Emilia philosophy also has implications for the way that teachers assess and evaluate children's
learning. For example, teachers may use authentic and performance-based assessments to evaluate
children's learning, and may use self-assessment and peer-assessment approaches to encourage children to
reflect on their own learning and set goals for themselves.

The concept of co-construction is also an important part of the Reggio Emilia philosophy. Co-construction
involves teachers and children working together to build and create knowledge and meaning. For example,
teachers may use collaborative and cooperative learning approaches to support children's learning, and
may encourage children to work together to achieve common goals and objectives.

The Reggio Emilia philosophy also emphasizes the importance of documentation and reflection in the
learning process. This involves teachers documenting and reflecting on children's learning, and using this
documentation and reflection to inform and improve their teaching. For example, teachers may use
portfolios and exhibitions to document children's learning, and may use reflection and self-reflection to
think critically about their teaching and identify areas for improvement.

The concept of pedagogy is also an important part of the Reggio Emilia philosophy. Pedagogy involves the
study and practice of teaching, and is seen as a critical component of the learning process. For example,
teachers may use pedagogical approaches such as inquiry and project-based learning to support children's
learning, and may reflect on their own pedagogy and practice to inform and improve their teaching.

The Reggio Emilia philosophy also has implications for the way that teachers design and organize the
learning environment. For example, teachers may create a flexible and adaptable learning environment that

Read online: https://certificates.HealthCareCourses.org.uk/guides/
5407350/foundations-of-the-reggio-emilia-philosophy

HealthCareCourses (An LSIB brand) · 05 Jul 2026



G U I D E

can be configured to meet the needs of different children and activities. Teachers may also use natural and
sustainable materials to create a learning environment that is healthy and safe for children.

The concept of innovation is also an important part of the Reggio Emilia philosophy. Innovation involves
teachers thinking creatively and developing new and innovative approaches to teaching and learning. For
example, teachers may use technology and digital tools to support children's learning, and may develop
new and innovative curricula and programs to meet the needs of children.

The Reggio Emilia philosophy also emphasizes the importance of community and partnerships in the
learning process. This involves teachers building strong relationships with children and families, and
collaborating with other teachers and professionals to support children's learning. For example, teachers
may participate in professional development opportunities to learn new strategies and approaches for
supporting children's learning, and may collaborate with other teachers to plan and deliver instruction.

The concept of leadership is also an important part of the Reggio Emilia philosophy. Leadership involves
teachers taking on leadership roles and responsibilities to support and enhance children's learning. For
example, teachers may take on leadership roles in professional development and collaboration, and may
use their knowledge and expertise to support and guide other teachers.

The Reggio Emilia philosophy also has implications for the way that teachers design and organize the
learning environment. For example, teachers may create a flexible and adaptable learning environment that
can be configured to meet the needs of different children and activities. Teachers may also use natural and
sustainable materials to create a learning environment that is healthy and safe for children.

The concept of holistic learning is also an important part of the Reggio Emilia philosophy. Holistic learning
involves teachers considering the social, emotional, and cognitive needs of children, and creating a learning
environment that is supportive and stimulating. For example, teachers may use mindfulness and self-
regulation strategies to support children's social and emotional learning, and may create a learning
environment that is inclusive and welcoming to all children.

The Reggio Emilia philosophy also emphasizes the importance of parent and family involvement in the
learning process. This involves teachers building strong relationships with parents and families, and
collaborating with them to support children's learning. For example, teachers may invite parents to
participate in classroom activities, or to attend parent-teacher conferences to discuss their child's progress
and goals.

The concept of accountability is also an important part of the Reggio Emilia philosophy. Accountability
involves teachers being responsible for supporting children's learning, and being accountable for their own
practice and approaches to teaching. For example, teachers may use data and assessment to inform their
teaching, and may reflect on their own practice and approaches to identify areas for improvement.

The Reggio Emilia philosophy also has implications for the way that teachers design and organize the
learning environment. For example, teachers may create a flexible and adaptable learning environment that
can be configured to meet the needs of different children and activities. Teachers may also use natural and
sustainable materials to create a learning environment that is healthy and safe for children.
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The concept of social learning is also an important part of the Reggio Emilia philosophy. Social learning
involves teachers considering the social and cultural context in which children are learning, and creating a
learning environment that is inclusive and welcoming to all children. For example, teachers may use group
and cooperative learning approaches to support children's social learning, and may create a learning
environment that values and respects the diversity of all children.

The Reggio Emilia philosophy also emphasizes the importance of cultural sensitivity and awareness in the
learning process. This involves teachers being aware
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