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Professional Certificate in Inclusive Education and Training

Differentiated Instruction Strategies

Differentiated instruction is an approach to teaching that recognizes the diverse needs and abilities of
students in a classroom. It involves tailoring instruction to meet the unique needs of each student, rather
than using a one-size-fits-all approach. This approach requires teachers to be aware of the different
learning styles and abilities of their students and to adjust their teaching methods accordingly.

One key term in differentiated instruction is universal design, which refers to the design of instructional
materials and activities that are accessible and usable by all students, regardless of their abilities or
disabilities. This approach involves designing instruction that is flexible and adaptable to meet the needs of
different learners. For example, a teacher might use visual aids and audio aids to supplement written
instructions, or provide extra support to students who need it.

Another important concept in differentiated instruction is learning profiles, which refers to the unique
characteristics, strengths, and challenges of each student. Teachers use learning profiles to identify the
learning styles and preferences of their students and to tailor instruction to meet their needs. For example, a
teacher might identify that a student is a visual learner and provide more visual aids and images to support
their learning.

Differentiated instruction also involves tiered assignments, which refers to the practice of providing different
levels of challenge and complexity in assignments to meet the needs of different learners. For example, a
teacher might provide a basic assignment for students who need more support, a standard assignment for
students who are working at grade level, and an advanced assignment for students who need more
challenge.

In addition, differentiated instruction involves learning centers, which are stations or areas in the classroom
where students can work on specific tasks or activities. Learning centers can be used to provide extra
support to students who need it, or to provide enrichment activities for students who are working above
grade level. For example, a teacher might set up a reading center where students can work on reading
comprehension skills, or a math center where students can work on problem-solving skills.

Teachers also use technology integration to support differentiated instruction. This can include the use of
educational software, online resources, and digital tools to provide personalized instruction and feedback to
students. For example, a teacher might use adaptive software to provide individualized math instruction to
students, or use online resources to provide extra support to students who are struggling with a particular
concept.

Another key term in differentiated instruction is formative assessment, which refers to the ongoing process
of evaluating student learning and progress during instruction. Formative assessment involves using
informal and formal assessments to identify areas where students need extra support or enrichment, and to
adjust instruction accordingly. For example, a teacher might use quizzes or class discussions to assess
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student understanding of a concept, and use the results to adjust instruction and provide targeted support
to students who need it.

In addition, differentiated instruction involves summarative assessment, which refers to the final evaluation
of student learning at the end of a lesson, unit, or course. Summative assessment involves using formal
assessments, such as tests or projects, to evaluate student achievement and progress. For example, a
teacher might use a final exam to assess student understanding of a unit, or use a project to assess student
application of skills and knowledge.

Differentiated instruction also involves student reflection, which refers to the process of students reflecting
on their own learning and progress. Student reflection involves using journals, self-assessments, and goal-
setting to help students identify areas where they need improvement and to develop a growth mindset. For
example, a teacher might ask students to keep a learning journal to reflect on their progress and set goals
for themselves, or use self-assessment rubrics to help students evaluate their own work and progress.

Teachers also use parent communication to support differentiated instruction. This involves keeping parents
informed about their child's progress and learning, and involving them in the instructional process. For
example, a teacher might use parent-teacher conferences to discuss a student's progress and goals, or use
email or online portals to keep parents up-to-date on their child's learning.

In addition, differentiated instruction involves culturally responsive teaching, which refers to the practice of
teaching that is responsive to the cultural and linguistic diversity of students. Culturally responsive teaching
involves using inclusive materials and strategies that reflect the cultural backgrounds and experiences of
students. For example, a teacher might use multicultural texts to teach reading comprehension skills, or use
culturally responsive assessments to evaluate student learning and progress.

Differentiated instruction also involves teacher collaboration, which refers to the process of teachers
working together to plan and deliver instruction. Teacher collaboration involves using co-teaching and co-
planning to provide support and enrichment to students. For example, a teacher might work with a special
education teacher to provide support to students with special needs, or work with a subject area specialist
to provide enrichment to students who are working above grade level.

Another key term in differentiated instruction is data-driven instruction, which refers to the practice of using
data and research to inform instruction. Data-driven instruction involves using assessments and evaluations
to identify areas where students need support or enrichment, and to adjust instruction accordingly. For
example, a teacher might use standardized test scores to identify areas where students need extra support,
or use classroom assessments to evaluate student learning and progress.

In addition, differentiated instruction involves technology-enhanced instruction, which refers to the use of
technology to enhance and support instruction. Technology-enhanced instruction involves using digital
tools and online resources to provide personalized instruction and feedback to students. For example, a
teacher might use online learning platforms to provide access to instructional materials and resources, or
use educational software to provide individualized instruction and practice to students.

Differentiated instruction also involves student autonomy, which refers to the process of giving students
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more control and agency over their own learning. Student autonomy involves using choice and self-directed
learning to provide students with more flexibility and autonomy in their learning. For example, a teacher
might use learning menus to allow students to choose their own learning activities and projects, or use self-
directed learning plans to help students set goals and objectives for themselves.

In addition, differentiated instruction involves social-emotional learning, which refers to the process of
teaching students social and emotional skills, such as self-awareness, self-regulation, and relationship skills.
Social-emotional learning involves using explicit instruction and modeling to teach students these skills, and
to help them develop a positive and growth-oriented mindset. For example, a teacher might use social-
emotional learning curricula to teach students self-awareness and self-regulation skills, or use restorative
practices to help students develop relationship skills and conflict resolution skills.

Differentiated instruction also involves family and community engagement, which refers to the process of
engaging families and communities in the educational process. Family and community engagement
involves using volunteer opportunities and partnerships to provide support and resources to students and
families. For example, a teacher might use parent volunteers to provide extra support to students, or use
community partnerships to provide resources and opportunities to students and families.

In addition, differentiated instruction involves professional development, which refers to the process of
providing teachers with training and support to help them develop their skills and knowledge in
differentiated instruction. Professional development involves using workshops, coaching, and mentoring to
provide teachers with the support and resources they need to implement differentiated instruction
effectively. For example, a teacher might participate in a workshop on differentiated instruction to learn new
strategies and techniques, or work with a coach or mentor to receive feedback and support on their
practice.

Differentiated instruction also involves school-wide initiatives, which refers to the process of implementing
differentiated instruction school-wide. School-wide initiatives involve using policies, procedures, and
practices to support differentiated instruction, and to provide resources and support to teachers and
students. For example, a school might develop a school-wide plan for differentiated instruction, or use
school-wide professional development to provide teachers with the support and resources they need to
implement differentiated instruction effectively.

In addition, differentiated instruction involves district and state initiatives, which refers to the process of
implementing differentiated instruction at the district and state levels. District and state initiatives involve
using policies, procedures, and practices to support differentiated instruction, and to provide resources and
support to schools and teachers. For example, a district might develop a district-wide plan for differentiated
instruction, or use state-level professional development to provide teachers with the support and resources
they need to implement differentiated instruction effectively.

Differentiated instruction also involves national and international initiatives, which refers to the process of
implementing differentiated instruction at the national and international levels. National and international
initiatives involve using policies, procedures, and practices to support differentiated instruction, and to
provide resources and support to schools and teachers. For example, a national organization might develop
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a nation-wide plan for differentiated instruction, or use international partnerships to provide teachers with
the support and resources they need to implement differentiated instruction effectively.

In addition, differentiated instruction involves research and evaluation, which refers to the process of
studying and evaluating the effectiveness of differentiated instruction. Research and evaluation involve
using studies and assessments to identify areas where differentiated instruction is effective, and to identify
areas where it can be improved. For example, a researcher might conduct a study on the effectiveness of
differentiated instruction, or use evaluation tools to assess the impact of differentiated instruction on
student learning and achievement.

Differentiated instruction also involves policy and advocacy, which refers to the process of advocating for
policies and practices that support differentiated instruction. Policy and advocacy involve using advocacy
groups and professional organizations to promote differentiated instruction, and to provide resources and
support to teachers and schools. For example, a teacher might join a professional organization to advocate
for differentiated instruction, or use social media to promote differentiated instruction and to provide
resources and support to teachers and schools.

In addition, differentiated instruction involves community engagement and outreach, which refers to the
process of engaging with the community to promote differentiated instruction and to provide resources
and support to students and families. Community engagement and outreach involve using community
events and outreach programs to provide information and resources to the community, and to promote
differentiated instruction. For example, a teacher might participate in a community event to promote
differentiated instruction, or use outreach programs to provide resources and support to students and
families.

Differentiated instruction also involves partnerships and collaborations, which refers to the process of
working with partners and collaborators to promote differentiated instruction and to provide resources and
support to teachers and schools. Partnerships and collaborations involve using partnerships and
collaborations to provide resources and support to teachers and schools, and to promote differentiated
instruction. For example, a teacher might work with a partner school to share resources and strategies for
differentiated instruction, or use collaborative planning to work with other teachers to develop lesson plans
and activities for differentiated instruction.

In addition, differentiated instruction involves leadership and administration, which refers to the process of
providing leadership and administrative support for differentiated instruction. Leadership and
administration involve using leadership and administrative skills to provide support and resources to
teachers and schools, and to promote differentiated instruction. For example, a school administrator might
provide leadership and support to teachers to implement differentiated instruction, or use administrative
skills to manage resources and budgets to support differentiated instruction.

Differentiated instruction also involves teacher education and training, which refers to the process of
providing teachers with the education and training they need to implement differentiated instruction
effectively. Teacher education and training involve using workshops, courses, and coaching to provide
teachers with the skills and knowledge they need to implement differentiated instruction. For example, a
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teacher might participate in a workshop on differentiated instruction to learn new strategies and
techniques, or use coaching to receive feedback and support on their practice.

In addition, differentiated instruction involves curriculum development and design, which refers to the
process of developing and designing curricula that support differentiated instruction. Curriculum
development and design involve using curriculum frameworks and design principles to develop curricula
that are inclusive, flexible, and responsive to the needs of different learners. For example, a teacher might
use a curriculum framework to develop a curriculum that is aligned with state and national standards, or use
design principles to develop a curriculum that is inclusive and responsive to the needs of different learners.

Differentiated instruction also involves assessment and evaluation, which refers to the process of assessing
and evaluating student learning and progress in differentiated instruction. Assessment and evaluation
involve using assessments and evaluations to identify areas where students need support or enrichment,
and to adjust instruction accordingly. For example, a teacher might use formative assessments to evaluate
student learning and progress during instruction, or use summative assessments to evaluate student
achievement at the end of a lesson, unit, or course.

In addition, differentiated instruction involves technology integration and support, which refers to the
process of integrating technology into differentiated instruction and providing support and resources to
teachers and students. Technology integration and support involve using digital tools and online resources
to provide personalized instruction and feedback to students, and to support teacher professional
development and collaboration. For example, a teacher might use online learning platforms to provide
access to instructional materials and resources, or use educational software to provide individualized
instruction and practice to students.

Differentiated instruction also involves special education and support services, which refers to the process
of providing special education and support services to students with special needs. Special education and
support services involve using individualized education plans and support services to provide support and
accommodations to students with special needs. For example, a teacher might work with a special
education teacher to develop an individualized education plan for a student with special needs, or use
support services such as speech therapy or occupational therapy to provide support to students with special
needs.

In addition, differentiated instruction involves English language learner support, which refers to the process
of providing support and resources to English language learners. English language learner support involves
using sheltered instruction and scaffolding techniques to provide support and accommodations to English
language learners. For example, a teacher might use visual aids and graphic organizers to support English
language learners, or use scaffolding techniques such as sentence frames and vocabulary support to
provide support to English language learners.

Differentiated instruction also involves gifted and talented support, which refers to the process of providing
support and resources to gifted and talented students. Gifted and talented support involves using
enrichment activities and acceleration strategies to provide challenge and stimulation to gifted and talented
students. For example, a teacher might use enrichment activities such as project-based learning or
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independent study to provide challenge and stimulation to gifted and talented students, or use acceleration
strategies such as grade skipping or subject acceleration to provide accelerated instruction to gifted and
talented students.

In addition, differentiated instruction involves counseling and mental health support, which refers to the
process of providing counseling and mental health support to students. Counseling and mental health
support involve using counseling techniques and mental health strategies to provide support and
interventions to students. For example, a teacher might work with a school counselor to provide counseling
and support to students, or use mental health strategies such as mindfulness and self-regulation to provide
support and interventions to students.

Differentiated instruction also involves parent and community involvement, which refers to the process of
involving parents and the community in the educational process. Parent and community involvement
involve using parent-teacher conferences and community events to provide information and resources to
parents and the community, and to promote partnerships and collaborations between the school and the
community. For example, a teacher might use parent-teacher conferences to provide information and
resources to parents, or use community events to promote partnerships and collaborations between the
school and the community.

In addition, differentiated instruction involves school culture and climate, which refers to the process of
creating a positive and inclusive school culture and climate. School culture and climate involve using
school-wide initiatives and community-building activities to promote a positive and inclusive school culture
and climate. For example, a teacher might use school-wide initiatives such as character education or social-
emotional learning to promote a positive and inclusive school culture and climate, or use community-
building activities such as team-building or service learning to promote a sense of community and
belonging among students and staff.

Differentiated instruction also involves professional learning communities, which refers to the process of
creating and participating in professional learning communities to support teacher professional
development and collaboration. Professional learning communities involve using collaborative planning and
peer coaching to provide support and resources to teachers, and to promote teacher professional
development and collaboration. For example, a teacher might participate in a professional learning
community to share resources and strategies for differentiated instruction, or use peer coaching to receive
feedback and support on their practice.

In addition, differentiated instruction involves instructional coaching, which refers to the process of
providing coaching and support to teachers to improve their instructional practice. Instructional coaching
involves using coaching cycles and coaching conversations to provide support and feedback to teachers,
and to promote teacher professional development and improvement. For example, a teacher might work
with an instructional coach to receive coaching and support on their instructional practice, or use coaching
cycles to reflect on their practice and identify areas for improvement.

Differentiated instruction also involves data analysis and interpretation, which refers to the process of
analyzing and interpreting data to inform instruction and decision-making. Data analysis and interpretation
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involve using data tools and data protocols to analyze and interpret data, and to identify areas where
instruction can be improved. For example, a teacher might use data tools such as spreadsheets or data
software to analyze and interpret data, or use data protocols such as data meetings or data walks to discuss
and interpret data with colleagues.

In addition, differentiated instruction involves action research and inquiry, which refers to the process of
conducting action research and to improve instruction and student learning. Action research and inquiry
involve using research methods and inquiry protocols to investigate questions and problems in instruction
and student learning, and to identify areas for improvement. For example, a teacher might conduct an
action research study to investigate the effectiveness of a particular instructional strategy, or use such as
lesson study or teacher research to investigate questions and problems in instruction and student learning.

Differentiated instruction also involves reflective practice and self-assessment, which refers to the process of
reflecting on and assessing one's own practice and instruction. Reflective practice and self-assessment
involve using reflection protocols and self-assessment tools to reflect on and evaluate one's own practice
and instruction, and to identify areas for improvement. For example, a teacher might use reflection
protocols such as journaling or self-reflection to reflect on their practice and instruction, or use self-
assessment tools such as rubrics or checklists to evaluate their practice and instruction.

In addition, differentiated instruction involves peer feedback and support, which refers to the process of
providing and receiving feedback and support from peers. Peer feedback and support involve using peer
feedback protocols and support structures to provide and receive feedback and support from peers, and to
promote collaboration and improvement in instruction and student learning. For example, a teacher might
participate in a peer feedback group to receive feedback and support from peers, or use peer support
structures such as co-teaching or co-planning to collaborate with peers and improve instruction and
student learning.

Differentiated instruction also involves school leadership and administration, which refers to the process of
providing leadership and administrative support for differentiated instruction. School leadership and
administration involve using leadership strategies and administrative protocols to provide support and
resources to teachers and students, and to promote differentiated instruction and student learning. For
example, a school administrator might use leadership strategies such as visionary leadership or instructional
leadership to promote differentiated instruction and student learning, or use administrative protocols such
as budgeting or scheduling to provide support and resources to teachers and students.

In addition, differentiated instruction involves district and state support, which refers to the process of
providing support and resources to schools and teachers from the district and state levels. District and state
support involve using district and state initiatives and support structures to provide support and resources
to schools and teachers, and to promote differentiated instruction and student learning. For example, a
district or state might use district and state initiatives such as professional development or curriculum
support to provide support and resources to schools and teachers, or use support structures such as
coaching or mentoring to provide support and guidance to teachers.

Differentiated instruction also involves community and business partnerships, which refers to the process of
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partnering with community and business organizations to provide support and resources to schools and
students. Community and business partnerships involve using partnership protocols and collaboration
structures to partner with community and business organizations, and to promote differentiated instruction
and student learning. For example, a school might use partnership protocols such as memoranda of
understanding or partnership agreements to partner with community and business organizations, or use
collaboration structures such as advisory boards or partnership teams to collaborate with community and
business partners.

In addition, differentiated instruction involves higher education and research partnerships, which refers to
the process of partnering with higher education and research institutions to provide support and resources
to schools and students. Higher education and research partnerships involve using partnership protocols
and collaboration structures to partner with higher education and research institutions, and to promote
differentiated instruction and student learning. For example, a school might use partnership protocols such
as memoranda of understanding or partnership agreements to partner with higher education and research
institutions, or use collaboration structures such as research teams or professional learning communities to
collaborate with higher education and research partners.

Differentiated instruction also involves global and international partnerships, which refers to the process of
partnering with global and international organizations to provide support and resources to schools and
students. Global and international partnerships involve using partnership protocols and collaboration
structures to partner with global and international organizations, and to promote differentiated instruction
and student learning</
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