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Graduate Certificate in Health and Safety Management for Film Productions (United Kingdom)

Safety Management Systems for Production
Companies (United Kingdom)

Safety Management System (SMS) is the overarching framework that integrates all health and safety
activities within a production company. It provides a structured approach to identifying hazards, assessing
risks, implementing controls, and monitoring performance. In the context of film production, the SMS must
accommodate the dynamic nature of sets, locations, and equipment, while complying with UK legislation
such as the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974 and the Management of Health and Safety at Work
Regulations 1999. An effective SMS is not a static document; it evolves with each project phase, from
pre-production planning through to post-production wrap-up.

The first building block of an SMS is the Policy Statement. This concise declaration outlines the company’s
commitment to health and safety, specifies responsibilities, and sets measurable objectives. For example, a
production company might state: "We will achieve zero lost-time injuries on all productions by 2025.” The
policy must be signed by the senior management team and communicated to every employee, contractor,
and freelancer. A common challenge is ensuring that the policy resonates with creative staff who may view
safety as a constraint on artistic expression. To overcome this, the policy should be framed in terms of
protecting people’s ability to work safely and creatively.

Organisational Structure defines the hierarchy of responsibility for health and safety. In a film production,
key roles include the Production Safety Officer (PSO), the Location Safety Manager, the Stunt Coordinator,
and the Health and Safety Advisor. The PSO typically reports to the line producer and is responsible for
day-to-day safety coordination. The Location Safety Manager oversees risk assessments for off-site
locations, liaising with local authorities and landowners. The Stunt Coordinator ensures that all stunt
activities are planned, rehearsed, and executed under strict safety protocols. The Health and Safety Advisor
provides specialist advice on legislation, ergonomics, and occupational health. Clarifying reporting lines
prevents confusion when incidents arise, but the fluid nature of production crews can blur these lines.
Regular refresher briefings and a clear organogram posted on set can mitigate ambiguity.

Hazard Identification is the process of recognising anything that could cause harm. In film production,
hazards may be obvious, such as heavy rigging equipment, or less apparent, such as psychological stress
from long hours. Common categories include physical hazards (e.g., falling objects, electrical equipment),
chemical hazards (e.g., paint fumes, fuel spills), biological hazards (e.g., mould in older buildings), and
ergonomic hazards (e.g., repetitive lifting of camera gear). A practical tool is the Safety Observation
Checklist, which crew members complete during daily walk-throughs. The checklist prompts users to look
for unsecured cables, inadequate lighting, and blocked fire exits. One challenge is ensuring that all crew
members, including temporary hires, understand how to use the checklist. To address this, a short
on-boarding video can be produced, demonstrating a walk-through and highlighting typical hazards.
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Risk Assessment follows hazard identification and evaluates the likelihood and severity of potential harm.
The UK commonly uses a 5-by-5 matrix, rating likelihood from “Rare” to “Almost Certain” and severity from
“Insignificant” to “Catastrophic”. The resulting risk rating determines the level of control required. For
instance, a risk assessment for a high-angle rigging operation might produce a “"High” rating, mandating
strict controls such as certified riggers, pre-rigging checks, and a rescue plan. A real-world example: during
the filming of a period drama, a crew member identified a loose plaster ceiling tile above a set. The risk
assessment highlighted a “Medium” risk of falling debris, leading to the installation of protective netting
and a temporary restriction on filming beneath that area until repairs were completed. A frequent obstacle
is the time pressure inherent in tight shooting schedules, which can tempt staff to shortcut the assessment
process. Embedding risk assessment as a gate before any activity begins, and allocating dedicated time for
it, helps maintain thoroughness.

Control Measures are actions taken to eliminate or reduce identified risks. The hierarchy of controls
provides a preferred order: elimination, substitution, engineering controls, administrative controls, and
personal protective equipment (PPE). In a production environment, elimination might involve removing a
dangerous prop from a scene; substitution could replace a real fire with a controlled flame effect;
engineering controls may include installing guardrails on elevated platforms; administrative controls could
consist of a permit-to-work system for electrical work; and PPE would involve supplying fire-retardant
clothing and safety glasses. An example of engineering control: a production company installed a motorised
winch with safety interlocks to lift heavy lighting rigs, reducing the need for manual hoisting. A common
challenge is balancing safety with creative demands. For instance, a director may request a live fire on set,
which raises significant risk. The solution lies in collaborative planning: the stunt coordinator, fire safety
officer, and creative team work together to design a controlled fire using low-temperature fuel and remote
ignition, while maintaining a safe distance for the cast and crew.

Permit-to-Work System is a formal written authorization that allows specific high-risk activities to proceed
only after certain conditions are met. In film production, permits are often required for electrical work, hot
work (welding, cutting), confined space entry, and crane operations. The permit outlines the scope of work,
identifies responsible persons, lists required controls, and includes a sign-off section for the safety officer.
For example, a hot-work permit for welding a set piece would stipulate that fire extinguishers be positioned,
that a fire watch be assigned for at least 30 minutes after work, and that flammable materials be cleared
from the area. The permit must be displayed prominently until the work is completed and the area is
cleared. A challenge is ensuring that all contractors understand and respect the permit process, especially
when they are accustomed to more informal practices. Providing a brief, site-specific permit training session
before work begins can improve compliance.

Method Statement complements the permit-to-work by detailing how a particular task will be carried out
safely. It includes step-by-step procedures, required tools, personnel qualifications, and emergency
procedures. For a complex stunt involving a vehicle jump, the method statement would describe the vehicle
preparation, the ramp construction, the driver's qualifications, the safety crew positions, and the emergency
response plan. The method statement is reviewed and approved by the Production Safety Officer before
any rehearsals commence. In practice, method statements are often stored digitally on a shared platform,
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allowing rapid updates if conditions change, such as weather affecting a jump. The main difficulty lies in
keeping method statements current throughout a fast-moving production. Assigning a dedicated safety
coordinator to maintain the document library mitigates this risk.

Incident Reporting is a critical component of any SMS, capturing details of near-misses, injuries, and
property damage. In the UK, the Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and Dangerous Occurrences Regulations
2013 (RIDDOR) mandates that certain incidents be reported to the Health and Safety Executive (HSE).
Production companies must have an internal reporting procedure that captures the incident's date, time,
location, persons involved, description, and immediate actions taken. An example: a crew member slipped
on a wet floor backstage, sustaining a sprained ankle. The incident report would note the cause (spillage
from a beverage station), the control failure (lack of signage), and corrective action (installation of non-slip
mats and signage). Near-miss reporting is equally valuable; a near-miss might involve a prop that almost fell
from a height, prompting a review of rigging procedures. Encouraging a “no-blame” culture is essential to
ensure that staff feel comfortable reporting incidents. One common barrier is fear of disciplinary action;
addressing this through clear policy language that emphasizes learning rather than punishment helps
increase reporting rates.

Investigation and Root Cause Analysis follows incident reporting and seeks to determine why an event
occurred. Techniques such as the “5Whys" or fishbone diagrams are commonly used. In a film set incident
where a lighting rig collapsed, investigators might ask: Why did the rig collapse? — Because the mounting
bracket failed. Why did the bracket fail? — Because it was overloaded beyond its rated capacity. Why was it
overloaded? — Because the load-calculation sheet was outdated. Why was the sheet outdated? — Because
the rigging team did not receive the latest design change. Why was the design change not communicated?
— Because the change order was emailed after hours and missed. The root cause identified is a
communication failure, leading to corrective actions such as implementing a daily safety briefing where all
design changes are reviewed. A challenge is allocating sufficient time for thorough investigations while
production pressures mount. Scheduling a dedicated “post-incident review" slot in the production calendar
ensures investigations are not rushed.

Training and Competence is essential to ensure that all personnel possess the knowledge and skills required
for safe work. The UK's “Competence” requirement under the Management of Health and Safety at Work
Regulations 1999 obliges employers to assess the competence of staff and provide appropriate training. In
a production context, training may cover general site safety, specific equipment operation (e.g., crane
handling, pyrotechnics), manual handling, and emergency response. For example, a “Basic Set Safety”
course might be delivered to all crew members during pre-production, covering topics such as hazard
identification, personal protective equipment, and incident reporting. Specialized training, such as
“Advanced Stunt Safety,” would be reserved for stunt performers and coordinators. Competence is
demonstrated through certificates, signed competency registers, and periodic practical assessments. A
frequent issue is the high turnover of freelance crew, which can result in gaps in training records.
Maintaining a central digital competency database that can be accessed by all hiring managers helps ensure
that only suitably trained individuals are engaged.

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) is the last line of defense in the hierarchy of controls. In film
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production, PPE requirements may include safety helmets, high-visibility vests, hearing protection, safety
glasses, gloves, and fire-resistant clothing. PPE selection must be based on a risk assessment and should be
comfortable enough to encourage consistent use. For instance, a crew member working on a set with
moving machinery might be required to wear cut-resistant gloves and safety boots with steel toe caps. The
Production Safety Officer is responsible for ensuring that PPE is available, properly maintained, and replaced
when damaged. A challenge is that some crew members may view PPE as cumbersome or unnecessary,
especially during long shooting days. Conducting regular “PPE fit-check” sessions and involving crew in
selecting PPE brands can improve acceptance.

Emergency Preparedness encompasses the plans and procedures for responding to incidents such as fire,
medical emergencies, or severe weather. The emergency plan should identify evacuation routes, assembly
points, first-aid stations, and contact details for emergency services. In the UK, the Regulatory Reform (Fire
Safety) Order 2005 requires a fire risk assessment and an emergency evacuation plan for all workplaces,
including film sets. A practical example is a “Weather Contingency Plan” for outdoor shoots, which outlines
actions for high winds, lightning, or extreme heat, including the cessation of filming, securing of equipment,
and provision of water and shade for cast and crew. Regular drills, such as a fire evacuation drill before the
first day of shooting, reinforce the plan and reveal any gaps. One common obstacle is the limited time
available for drills in a tight schedule. Integrating brief drill simulations into routine safety briefings can
mitigate this issue without significantly impacting the production timeline.

Health Surveillance monitors the health of employees who are exposed to specific hazards, such as noise,
dust, or chemicals. Under UK law, employers must provide health surveillance where there is a risk of
occupational disease. In a film production, health surveillance might involve audiometric testing for crew
regularly exposed to high sound pressure levels from large speaker arrays, or respiratory health checks for
workers handling paint fumes. Results are recorded confidentially, and any adverse findings trigger further
medical assessment and, if necessary, modifications to the work environment. A challenge is the transient
nature of many production crews, making it difficult to maintain continuous health surveillance records.
Partnering with an occupational health provider that offers on-site testing and maintains a secure database
can streamline the process.

Contractor Management is a vital aspect of safety management because film productions frequently
engage external specialists, such as riggers, electricians, stunt teams, and catering services. Effective
contractor management includes pre-qualification, verification of insurance and competence, induction, and
ongoing monitoring. The pre-qualification questionnaire may ask for evidence of ISO 45001 certification,
previous safety performance data, and details of the contractor’'s own SMS. Once on site, contractors
receive a site-specific induction covering general safety rules, emergency procedures, and any unique
hazards. Monitoring includes regular site inspections and reviewing contractor safety reports. A real-world
challenge is coordinating multiple contractors with overlapping schedules, which can lead to confusion over
responsibilities. Appointing a single “Contractor Safety Coordinator” to act as the liaison between the
production company and all external parties helps maintain clarity and accountability.

Safety Audits and Inspections provide systematic evaluation of the SMS's effectiveness. Audits are typically
conducted by internal safety personnel or external auditors and involve reviewing documentation,
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interviewing staff, and observing work practices. Inspections are more frequent, often daily or weekly, and
focus on specific areas such as set construction, electrical installations, or stunt rehearsals. An audit might
assess compliance with I1SO 45001, while an inspection could verify that guardrails are correctly installed on
a scaffolding structure. Findings are recorded, and corrective actions are assigned with clear deadlines. An
example of an audit finding could be the lack of up-to-date risk assessments for a new location, prompting
the immediate development of location-specific assessments. One obstacle is the perception that audits are
punitive. Framing audits as opportunities for improvement and involving crew members in the process can
foster a more collaborative atmosphere.

Performance Metrics enable a production company to track safety outcomes and drive continuous
improvement. Common metrics include the number of lost-time injuries (LTls), total recordable injury rate
(TRIR), near-miss frequency, and the percentage of completed risk assessments. For a film production, a
useful metric might be “percentage of set areas with verified safety signage.” Data is collected through
incident reports, inspection records, and safety meetings, then analysed to identify trends. For instance, a
rising trend in minor cuts might indicate a need for better glove provision or sharper tool maintenance.
Reporting these metrics to senior management and the production crew promotes transparency and
encourages collective responsibility. A challenge is ensuring data accuracy when multiple crews are
operating simultaneously. Implementing a centralised digital safety management platform that aggregates
data in real time helps maintain data integrity.

Communication and Consultation are essential for a robust SMS, as they ensure that safety information
flows both ways between management and staff. The UK’s Health and Safety (Consultation with Employees)
Regulations 1996 require employers to consult employees on health and safety matters. In a film
production, communication methods may include daily safety briefings, toolbox talks, notice boards, digital
newsletters, and dedicated safety channels on messaging apps. Consultation can be formal, such as a Safety
Committee comprising representatives from different departments (camera, art, stunts, catering), or
informal, such as encouraging crew members to raise concerns during briefings. An example of effective
consultation is involving the stunt team in the development of the emergency response plan for high-risk
sequences, ensuring that the plan reflects realistic rescue capabilities. A common barrier is the hierarchical
nature of film crews, where junior staff may feel reluctant to speak up. Empowering safety representatives
and promoting a culture where “safety concerns are welcome” can alleviate this reluctance.

Legal and Regulatory Framework provides the statutory backbone for health and safety in the UK. Key
legislation includes the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974, the Management of Health and Safety at
Work Regulations 1999, the Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations 2002 (COSHH), the
Electricity at Work Regulations 1989, and the Construction (Design and Management) Regulations 2015
(CDM). For film productions, specific guidance such as the HSE's “Film and TV Production Safety Guidance”
offers industry-focused advice. Compliance requires that the SMS aligns with these legal requirements, for
example by conducting COSHH assessments for any chemicals used on set, or by ensuring that electrical
installations are carried out by competent persons in accordance with the Electricity at Work Regulations.
Non-compliance can result in enforcement notices, fines, or prosecution. A challenge is keeping up to date
with legislative changes, especially when new technologies (e.g., drones, virtual reality rigs) introduce novel
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hazards. Designating a health and safety officer to monitor legislative updates and disseminate relevant
changes to the production team is an effective mitigation strategy.

Environmental Considerations increasingly intersect with safety management, particularly for productions
that aim to minimise their ecological footprint. While the primary focus of an SMS is health and safety,
integrating environmental controls can create synergies. For instance, waste segregation on set reduces slip
hazards by preventing the accumulation of debris, while also supporting recycling goals. Using low-VOC
paints reduces both fire risk and respiratory hazards. The “Green Production” initiative may set targets for
energy use, water consumption, and carbon emissions, which are monitored alongside safety metrics. A
practical example is the use of electric vehicles for on-set transportation, which eliminates fuel spill risks and
reduces noise exposure. Challenges arise when environmental measures appear to conflict with safety, such
as the desire to use biodegradable props that may be less fire-resistant. Conducting joint risk-environment
assessments helps balance both objectives and identify acceptable compromises.

Psychological Health and Well-Being is an emerging focus within safety management, recognizing that
mental health impacts overall safety performance. The UK HSE's “Work-Related Stress” guidance highlights
that high-pressure environments, long hours, and unpredictable schedules can contribute to stress, fatigue,
and burnout. Production companies should therefore incorporate mental-health support into their SMS.
Strategies include providing access to an Employee Assistance Programme (EAP), scheduling regular rest
breaks, and limiting consecutive working days. A practical approach is the “Well-Being Check-In" during
daily safety briefings, where a brief question about how team members are feeling is asked, and any
concerns are directed to a designated wellbeing officer. A challenge is the stigma associated with
mental-health discussions, especially in industries that value resilience. Normalising conversations about
stress and offering confidential support channels can reduce barriers to seeking help.

Safety Culture represents the shared values, attitudes, and behaviours that determine the commitment to
safety within an organisation. A strong safety culture is characterised by visible leadership commitment,
open communication, employee involvement, and continuous learning. In film production, cultivating such a
culture involves integrating safety into the creative process rather than treating it as an add-on. For
example, the director might explicitly reference safety considerations during script read-throughs,
reinforcing that safety is part of the artistic vision. Celebrating safety achievements, such as “Zero LTI week,”
reinforces positive behaviours. Conversely, a weak safety culture may manifest as shortcuts, under-reporting
of incidents, or a “just get it done” mentality. Transforming culture requires sustained effort, including
leadership modelling safe practices, providing resources for safety initiatives, and recognising safety
champions. A common obstacle is the transient nature of production crews, which can dilute cultural
consistency. Implementing a “core safety induction” that all crew members must complete, regardless of
previous experience, helps embed the desired culture across the entire workforce.

Documentation and Record-Keeping are essential for demonstrating compliance, facilitating audits, and
preserving institutional knowledge. Key documents include the SMS policy, risk assessments, method
statements, permits, training records, incident reports, audit findings, and performance dashboards. In the
UK, records must be retained for at least three years, or longer for certain types of data such as medical
records. Digital document management systems are preferred for film productions due to the high turnover
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of personnel and the need for rapid access across multiple locations. For instance, a cloud-based safety
portal can host all risk assessments, allowing location managers to retrieve the relevant documents
instantly. A challenge is ensuring that documents are kept up to date; outdated risk assessments can give a
false sense of security. Assigning a “Document Control Officer” to oversee version control and send
automated reminders for review dates addresses this issue.

Stakeholder Engagement extends safety management beyond the immediate production team to include
external parties such as local authorities, community groups, insurers, and unions. Engaging stakeholders
early in the planning phase helps identify additional hazards and expectations. For example, a location in a
residential area may require a community liaison officer to address concerns about noise, traffic, and
lighting. The production company might hold a pre-shoot meeting with the local council to discuss fire
safety provisions and emergency access routes. Unions, such as BECTU, may have specific safety standards
that need to be incorporated into the SMS. Effective engagement builds trust, reduces the likelihood of
complaints, and can expedite permitting processes. A challenge is balancing diverse stakeholder interests
with production timelines. Transparent communication, clearly documented agreements, and a flexible
approach to accommodating reasonable requests are key to successful stakeholder management.

Technology and Innovation are reshaping how safety is managed on film sets. Tools such as drone surveys
can map set layouts and identify potential hazards before construction begins. Wearable sensors can
monitor workers' exposure to noise, temperature, and fatigue in real time, triggering alerts when thresholds
are exceeded. Virtual reality (VR) simulations allow stunt teams to rehearse dangerous sequences in a safe,
controlled environment, identifying risks that may not be evident during physical rehearsals. Mobile safety
apps enable crew members to report hazards instantly, attaching photos and GPS coordinates, which then
feed directly into the central safety database. While these technologies offer significant benefits, they also
introduce new considerations, such as data privacy, equipment reliability, and the need for training. A
production company should therefore conduct a risk-benefit analysis before adopting new tools, ensuring
that the technology enhances, rather than complicates, the existing safety framework.

Supply Chain Safety acknowledges that hazards can originate from materials and equipment sourced from
external suppliers. In film production, this includes props, set dressing, lighting rigs, and special-effects
materials. A robust supply chain safety process involves vetting suppliers for compliance with safety
standards, requesting safety data sheets (SDS) for chemicals, and conducting inspections of delivered
goods. For example, when purchasing a set of pyrotechnic charges, the production company must verify
that the supplier holds a valid explosives licence and that the charges are accompanied by an SDS detailing
handling procedures. The supplier's safety documentation should be reviewed by the Production Safety
Officer before the goods are used on set. A challenge is that small or boutique suppliers may lack formal
safety documentation. In such cases, the production company may need to perform its own risk assessment
and, if necessary, request additional testing or certifications before acceptance.

Continuous Improvement is the principle that safety management should never be static; it must evolve

based on experience, feedback, and changing conditions. The Plan-Do-Check-Act (PDCA) cycle provides a
structured approach. “Plan” involves establishing safety objectives and processes; “Do” implements those
processes; “Check” monitors performance through audits, inspections, and metrics; and “Act” implements
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corrective actions and updates the system. In a film production, after a major shoot, the “Act” phase might
involve a debrief where the safety team reviews what worked well and what did not, updating the SMS
accordingly. Lessons learned are captured in a “Best Practices” repository that can be accessed by future
productions. A common barrier to continuous improvement is the perception that safety initiatives
consume valuable time and resources. Demonstrating the tangible benefits—such as reduced incident
costs, smoother permitting, and enhanced reputation—helps secure ongoing investment in safety
enhancements.

Insurance and Risk Transfer play a role in the overall risk management strategy. Production companies
typically secure public liability insurance, employer’s liability insurance, and specific policies for high-risk
activities such as stunts or pyrotechnics. Insurance providers may require evidence of a robust SMS,
including documented risk assessments and safety records, before offering coverage or before approving
claims. For instance, after a fire incident on set, the insurer will review the fire risk assessment, the presence
of fire extinguishers, and the adherence to the emergency plan to determine liability. While insurance does
not replace the need for effective safety controls, it provides a financial safety net. A challenge is that
insurance premiums can rise sharply after an incident, creating pressure to minimise claims. Maintaining
comprehensive safety documentation and demonstrating continuous improvement can help negotiate
more favourable terms with insurers.

Crisis Management differs from routine emergency response in that it addresses large-scale, unexpected
events that may disrupt the entire production. Examples include a major accident, a natural disaster
affecting a location, or a public relations incident arising from a safety breach. A crisis management plan
outlines roles (e.g., Crisis Manager, Media Spokesperson), communication protocols, decision-making
authority, and business continuity measures. The plan should be rehearsed through tabletop exercises
involving key stakeholders, ensuring that everyone understands their responsibilities. During a crisis, rapid,
transparent communication is vital to protect the safety of personnel and the reputation of the company. A
common difficulty is balancing the need for swift action with the requirement for accurate information.
Pre-drafting key messages and establishing a clear chain of command for information release can alleviate
this tension.

Compliance Audits specifically assess whether the production company meets statutory requirements and
industry standards. These audits may be internal, conducted by the health and safety team, or external,
carried out by independent consultants or the HSE. The audit checklist typically covers legal registers, risk
assessments, training records, equipment maintenance logs, and incident registers. For example, an audit
might verify that all electrical equipment on set has been tested and tagged according to the Electricity at
Work Regulations. Findings are classified as non-conformities (requiring immediate corrective action) or
observations (suggesting improvement). The audit report is then used to develop an action plan with
assigned responsibilities and deadlines. A challenge is ensuring that audit recommendations are
implemented promptly, especially when resources are limited. Integrating audit follow-up into the regular
project management workflow helps maintain momentum.

Behaviour-Based Safety (BBS) focuses on observing and influencing safe behaviours rather than solely
relying on procedural compliance. In a film production, BBS may involve safety observers who watch crew

Read online: https://certificates.HealthCareCourses.org.uk/guides/ HealthCareCourses (An LSIB brand) - 22 Jun 2026
5359094 /safety-management-systems-for-production-companies-
united-kingdom



Healtheds GUIDE

members during high-risk activities and provide immediate feedback on behaviours such as the correct use
of harnesses or proper manual handling techniques. Positive reinforcement, such as recognising crew
members who consistently follow safe practices, encourages the adoption of safe habits. Data collected
from BBS observations can be analysed to identify trends, such as a high frequency of unsafe ladder use,
prompting targeted training. Implementing BBS requires buy-in from both management and crew, as well
as a non-punitive approach to feedback. A common obstacle is resistance from crew who view observation
as intrusive; framing BBS as a collaborative effort to protect everyone’s wellbeing can reduce opposition.

Specialised Hazard Management addresses hazards unique to film production, such as pyrotechnics,
explosives, high-wire stunts, and underwater filming. Each of these areas demands dedicated expertise and
specific control measures. For pyrotechnics, a licensed pyrotechnician must prepare a detailed “Fireworks
Safety Plan” that includes blast radius calculations, exclusion zones, and emergency response provisions.
Explosive-related activities often require a “Special Permit” issued by the local authority, and must comply
with the Control of Explosives Regulations 1994. High-wire stunts involve rigging engineers who design and
certify the safety of wires, harnesses, and catch-systems, with regular inspections before each performance.
Underwater filming introduces risks of drowning, hypothermia, and equipment failure; a diver-qualified
safety officer must conduct a risk assessment, ensure the availability of surface-supplied air, and maintain a
rescue team on standby. Managing these specialised hazards typically involves coordination with external
regulatory bodies, such as the HSE, local fire services, and maritime authorities. The complexity of these
operations often leads to extended planning phases, which can be perceived as delays. Communicating the
necessity of these measures to the production hierarchy and integrating them into the overall schedule
helps align expectations.

Contractual Safety Clauses embed safety obligations within the legal agreements that bind parties to a
production. Typical clauses may require contractors to maintain an up-to-date SMS, to provide evidence of
competence, and to indemnify the production company for any safety-related losses. For example, a
lighting hire contract might stipulate that the supplier must certify that all fixtures have been inspected and
are free from electrical faults, and that they will cooperate fully with any site inspections. Including clear
penalties for non-compliance, such as withholding payment or terminating the contract, reinforces the
seriousness of safety expectations. A challenge is that overly prescriptive clauses can lead to disputes if the
language is ambiguous. Drafting contracts with input from legal counsel and safety experts ensures that
clauses are enforceable and aligned with industry best practice.

Risk Register serves as a central repository for all identified risks, their assessments, control measures, and
status updates. In a film production, the risk register may be managed through a spreadsheet or a
specialised safety software platform. Each entry typically includes a risk description, likelihood, severity, risk
rating, responsible person, control actions, and review date. For instance, a risk entry for “"Heavy equipment
operating on uneven ground” would note the high risk rating, assign the location manager as responsible,
and list controls such as ground-leveling mats and operator training. The risk register is reviewed regularly,
often during weekly production meetings, to ensure that new hazards are captured and existing controls
remain effective. Maintaining an up-to-date risk register can be challenging in fast-moving environments
where new risks emerge daily. Assigning a dedicated risk-register owner who updates entries in real time

Read online: https://certificates.HealthCareCourses.org.uk/guides/ HealthCareCourses (An LSIB brand) - 22 Jun 2026
5359094 /safety-management-systems-for-production-companies-
united-kingdom



Healtheds GUIDE

helps preserve its relevance.

Safety Induction provides new arrivals with essential information about the site’s hazards, emergency
procedures, and safety expectations. For film productions, inductions are frequently delivered on a rolling
basis due to the continual arrival of freelancers and temporary staff. An effective induction includes a brief
overview of the SMS, location-specific hazards, PPE requirements, and reporting mechanisms. It may also
involve a short video demonstration of key safety practices, such as the correct method for securing a
camera dolly. Induction records should be signed and stored electronically, enabling quick verification of
compliance. A common issue is that inductions can become routine and lose impact. Incorporating
interactive elements, such as quizzes or scenario-based discussions, helps maintain engagement and
reinforces learning.

Health and Safety Management Plan (HSMP) is a project-level document that outlines how the SMS will be
applied to a specific production. The HSMP details the scope of work, identifies key hazards, assigns
responsibilities, and sets performance targets. It may also include a timeline for safety activities, such as the
dates for risk assessments, safety meetings, and inspections. The HSMP is reviewed and approved by senior
management before shooting commences, ensuring that safety considerations are embedded from the
outset. For example, a HSMP for a large-scale outdoor shoot might allocate additional resources for
weather monitoring, site security, and waste management. Maintaining the HSMP’s relevance throughout
the production requires periodic updates, especially when changes to the script or set design introduce new
hazards. A challenge is aligning the HSMP with the production schedule, which may be subject to frequent
revisions. Flexibility built into the HSMP, such as contingency buffers for safety activities, helps
accommodate schedule fluctuations without compromising safety standards.

Safety Management Software offers digital tools for organising, tracking, and analysing safety information.
Features may include risk assessment templates, incident reporting modules, document storage, and
real-time dashboards. In a film production, software can be accessed via tablets on set, allowing crew
members to log hazards instantly, upload photos, and assign corrective actions. The system can generate
automated alerts when a risk assessment is due for review or when an incident is reported, ensuring timely
follow-up. Integration with other production software, such as scheduling or budgeting tools, enables a
holistic view of how safety activities impact overall project performance. A potential drawback is the
learning curve associated with new software. Providing concise training sessions and user guides, as well as
appointing a “software champion” to assist colleagues, facilitates smoother adoption.

Safety Culture Surveys are tools used to gauge the attitudes, perceptions, and behaviours of personnel
regarding safety. Surveys typically ask questions about the visibility of safety leadership, the effectiveness of
communication, the perceived importance of safety, and the willingness to report concerns. Results can be
anonymised, aggregated, and presented to management to identify areas for improvement. For example, a
survey might reveal that crew members feel that safety briefings are rushed, prompting the production to
allocate additional time for thorough discussions. Conducting surveys at regular intervals—such as after
each major shoot phase—provides a pulse on the evolving safety culture. A challenge is achieving a high
response rate, especially when crew members are busy. Offering a brief, mobile-friendly survey and
emphasizing the impact of feedback on improving working conditions can encourage participation.
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Workplace Stress Management acknowledges that stress can impair judgment and increase the likelihood
of accidents. In film production, stressors include tight deadlines, long hours, and high-pressure creative
decisions. Strategies to manage stress involve clear scheduling to avoid excessive overtime, providing
comfortable rest areas, and ensuring that workloads are balanced across teams. Access to mental-health
resources, such as counselling services or stress-relief workshops, can also support staff wellbeing. For
instance, a production might schedule a “Well-Being Day” after a particularly demanding shoot, offering
activities like yoga or mindfulness sessions. Monitoring indicators such as absenteeism, turnover, and
incident rates can help identify stress-related trends. A common obstacle is the stigma associated with
seeking help for stress. Promoting leadership endorsement of mental-health initiatives and normalising
discussions about stress can reduce barriers.

Fire Safety Management is a critical aspect of any SMS, especially given the prevalence of electrical
equipment, lighting rigs, and pyrotechnics on film sets. A comprehensive fire safety plan includes fire risk
assessments, the provision of appropriate fire-extinguishing equipment, clear escape routes, and regular fire
drills. Specific to film production, the plan must address unique fire hazards such as the use of set-built
structures that may be highly combustible, and the presence of flammable liquids for special effects. For
example, a set constructed from timber may require fire-retardant treatments and the installation of smoke
detectors. The fire safety officer must coordinate with local fire services to ensure that fire-fighting access is
maintained throughout filming. A challenge is that set designs often evolve rapidly, potentially altering
fire-risk profiles. Conducting a quick fire-risk reassessment after any major set modification helps maintain
fire safety integrity.

Electrical Safety is governed by the Electricity at Work Regulations 1989, which require that all electrical
equipment be safe, maintained, and used by competent persons. In film production, this includes lighting
rigs, power distribution units, and temporary generators. Key control measures involve regular inspection
and testing (PAT testing) of cables, the use of residual-current devices (RCDs), and the implementation of
lock-out/tag-out procedures for equipment maintenance. For high-power lighting, a dedicated electrical
safety plan may outline the maximum load capacity, grounding requirements, and the placement of
emergency shut-off switches. A practical example: before a night shoot, the electrical team conducts a visual
inspection of all cables, identifies a damaged extension lead, and replaces it to prevent potential electric
shock. A common difficulty is ensuring that freelance electricians are aware of site-specific electrical
standards. Providing a concise electrical safety briefing at the start of each day helps align all personnel with
the required practices.

Manual Handling hazards arise from lifting, carrying, pushing, or pulling objects, which are frequent tasks
on set, such as moving lighting fixtures, props, or set pieces. The HSE recommends a risk assessment that
considers the weight of the load, the distance to be moved, the environment, and the individual’s capability.
Controls include using mechanical aids (e.g., trolleys, dollies), team lifts for heavy items, and training staff in
proper lifting techniques. For example, a crew might use a
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