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Advanced Certificate in Early Steiner Waldorf Education

The Role of the Teacher in Steiner Education

The role of the teacher in Steiner education is multifaceted and complex, requiring a deep understanding of
the philosophical underpinnings of the approach. Steiner education, also known as Waldorf education, is
based on the principles of holistic learning, which emphasizes the interconnectedness of the intellectual,
artistic, and practical aspects of human experience. Teachers in Steiner education are expected to create a
learning environment that fosters the development of the whole child, including their cognitive, emotional,
and physical abilities.

One of the key concepts in Steiner education is the idea of the threefold nature of the human being, which
consists of the thinking, feeling, and willing aspects of the self. Teachers are expected to design lessons that
engage all three aspects of the child's being, promoting a balanced and integrated approach to learning.
This approach recognizes that children learn in different ways and that each child has a unique learning
style that needs to be respected and nurtured.

Steiner teachers are also expected to be aware of the developmental stages of childhood and adolescence,
and to design lessons that are appropriate for the age and stage of development of their students. This
requires a deep understanding of child development theory and the ability to observe and respond to the
needs of each child. Teachers in Steiner education are trained to be observant and responsive to the needs
of their students, and to create a learning environment that is supportive and nurturing.

Another important concept in Steiner education is the idea of the class teacher, who remains with the same
group of students for several years, often from kindergarten to grade 8. This approach allows the teacher to
develop a deep understanding of each child's strengths and challenges, and to create a sense of community
and belonging among the students. The class teacher is also responsible for creating a main lesson block,
which is a period of intensive learning that focuses on a particular subject or theme.

The main lesson block is a key feature of Steiner education, and is designed to promote in-depth learning
and understanding. During this period, the teacher presents a series of linked lessons that explore a
particular subject or theme, using a variety of artistic and practical activities to engage the students. The
main lesson block is typically taught in the morning, and is followed by a series of subject lessons that focus
on specific skills and knowledge areas, such as mathematics, language, and science.

Steiner teachers are also expected to be skilled in the use of storytelling and imagination in the classroom,
and to create a sense of wonder and curiosity among their students. This approach recognizes the
importance of play and creativity in the learning process, and encourages students to think critically and
imaginatively. Teachers in Steiner education are trained to use a variety of artistic media, such as painting,
sculpture, and music, to bring subjects to life and to promote creativity and self-expression.

In addition to their academic responsibilities, Steiner teachers are also expected to be involved in the
community life of the school, and to participate in festivals and celebrations that mark important seasonal
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and cultural events. This approach recognizes the importance of community and social connection in the
learning process, and encourages students to develop a sense of social responsibility and citizenship.

One of the challenges of teaching in a Steiner school is the need to balance the academic demands of the
curriculum with the artistic and practical aspects of the program. Steiner teachers need to be skilled in the
use of a variety of teaching methods, including lecture, discussion, and practical activities, and to be able to
adapt their teaching style to meet the needs of each child. They also need to be aware of the assessment
and evaluation methods used in Steiner education, which emphasize the importance of qualitative feedback
and self-assessment.

Steiner teachers also need to be aware of the philosophical underpinnings of the approach, and to be able
to explain the principles and practices of Steiner education to parents and other members of the school
community. This requires a deep understanding of the theoretical foundations of the approach, as well as
the ability to communicate complex ideas in a clear and accessible way.

In terms of practical applications, Steiner teachers need to be skilled in the use of a variety of teaching tools,
including blackboards, chalking, and handwork materials. They also need to be able to create a learning
environment that is supportive and nurturing, and that promotes social responsibility and community
involvement. This requires a deep understanding of child development theory, as well as the ability to
observe and respond to the needs of each child.

Steiner education also places a strong emphasis on the importance of outdoor education and
environmental awareness, and teachers are expected to incorporate nature and outdoor activities into their
teaching practice. This approach recognizes the importance of experiential learning and hands-on
experience, and encourages students to develop a sense of stewardship and responsibility for the natural
world.

In addition to their teaching responsibilities, Steiner teachers are also expected to be involved in the
governance and administration of the school, and to participate in staff meetings and committee work. This
approach recognizes the importance of collaboration and teamwork in the learning process, and
encourages teachers to work together to create a supportive and nurturing learning environment.

Overall, the role of the teacher in Steiner education is complex and multifaceted, requiring a deep
understanding of the philosophical underpinnings of the approach, as well as the ability to design and
implement a holistic and integrated curriculum. Steiner teachers need to be skilled in the use of a variety of
teaching methods, including storytelling, artistic activities, and practical skills, and to be able to create a
learning environment that is supportive and nurturing. They also need to be aware of the developmental
stages of childhood and adolescence, and to be able to adapt their teaching style to meet the needs of
each child.

Steiner education is based on the idea that children should be free to develop at their own pace, and that
the role of the teacher is to support and guide this process, rather than to direct or control it. This approach
recognizes the importance of autonomy and self-directed learning, and encourages students to take
responsibility for their own learning and development.
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The classroom environment in a Steiner school is designed to be welcoming and inclusive, with an emphasis
on natural materials and handmade crafts. The teacher is seen as a facilitator of learning, rather than a
director or authority figure, and the students are encouraged to work together and to support each other in
their learning.

Steiner education also places a strong emphasis on the importance of community and social connection,
and teachers are expected to be involved in the community life of the school, and to participate in festivals
and celebrations that mark important seasonal and cultural events. This approach recognizes the
importance of social learning and community involvement, and encourages students to develop a sense of
social responsibility and citizenship.

In terms of challenges, Steiner teachers may face a number of difficulties in their work, including the need to
balance the academic demands of the curriculum with the artistic and practical aspects of the program.
They may also need to deal with behavioral issues and disciplinary problems, and to find ways to engage
and motivate students who may be struggling or disinterested. Additionally, Steiner teachers may need to
navigate the bureaucratic and administrative demands of the school, and to find ways to balance their
teaching responsibilities with their other roles and responsibilities.

Despite these challenges, many Steiner teachers find their work to be rewarding and fulfilling, and report a
strong sense of job satisfaction and personal growth. They also tend to be highly motivated and committed
to their work, and are often passionate about the philosophical underpinnings of the Steiner approach.

Steiner education also places a strong emphasis on the importance of community and social connection,
and teachers are expected to be involved in the community life of the school, and to participate in festivals
and celebrations that mark important seasonal and cultural events.
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