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Postgraduate Certificate in Professional Vintage Book Restoration

Rebacking and Recasing

Rebacking and recasing are two important processes in the field of book restoration and conservation. In
this explanation, we will delve into the key terms and vocabulary associated with these processes, providing
a comprehensive understanding of the techniques, tools, and materials used. This knowledge is essential for
those pursuing a Postgraduate Certificate in Professional Vintage Book Restoration.

1. Rebacking:
Rebacking is the process of replacing or reinforcing the spine of a book, primarily focusing on the removal
and reattachment of the original spine covering material and the application of a new spine lining. The main
objective of rebacking is to restore the structural integrity of a book while preserving its historical and
aesthetic value.

a. Spine lining: Spine lining refers to the process of adhering a new layer of material to the spine of a book.
This new material, usually made of cloth, paper, or other stable substrates, provides additional support and
strength to the spine, allowing the book to open and close smoothly. There are different types of spine
linings, such as hollow tub spine lining, solid spine lining, and shoulder spine lining, each with specific
purposes and applications.

b. Endbands: Endbands, also known as headbands and tailbands, are decorative elements found at the head
and tail of a book's spine. They consist of twisted or plaited cords, threads, or ribbons that are sewn onto
the spine and cover the joints between the spine and the textblock. Rebacking often involves the repair or
replacement of damaged endbands to maintain the book's aesthetic appeal and structural stability.

c. Spine covering material: The spine covering material is the exterior layer of the spine, typically made of
leather, cloth, or paper. During rebacking, this material is carefully removed, often in a single piece, and
later reattached to the new spine lining. This process requires great skill and precision, as the original spine
covering material is often fragile and may be damaged during removal.

d. Board attachment: Board attachment refers to the process of reattaching the book's covers (or "boards")
to the newly rebacked spine. This is achieved through the use of spine hinges, which are made of cloth,
paper, or other materials. Proper board attachment ensures the structural stability and longevity of the
book.

2. Recasing:
Recasing is the process of creating a new case (or "binding") for a book, usually performed when the
original case is damaged beyond repair or when the book has been rebound in a new format. Recasing
involves the creation of new covers, spine, and endbands, as well as the attachment of the textblock to the
new case.

a. Case binding: Case binding is the most common type of bookbinding, in which the textblock is sewn
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together and then attached to a separate case. Recasing involves the creation of a new case, usually made
of cloth, leather, or paper, to house the textblock.

b. Textblock preparation: Prior to recasing, the textblock must be prepared by removing any remnants of
the old case and cleaning the edges. This process ensures a smooth and secure attachment of the textblock
to the new case.

c. Joint creation: The joints are the areas where the covers meet the spine of the book. During recasing, the
joints are created by folding and gluing the endpapers (or "paste-downs") to the inside of the covers and
the spine lining. Proper joint creation is crucial for the structural stability of the book.

d. Endpaper attachment: Endpapers are the pages at the front and back of a book that serve as a transition
between the textblock and the case. In recasing, the endpapers are attached to both the textblock and the
new case, providing a strong and durable connection.

3. Challenges and Practical Applications:
Rebacking and recasing require a deep understanding of book structures, materials, and techniques. Some
common challenges include the proper selection and preparation of materials, ensuring precise alignment
and attachment, and the preservation of historical and aesthetic value.

Practical applications of rebacking and recasing include the conservation of vintage books, the restoration
of damaged or worn-out bindings, and the creation of new cases for books that have been rebound or
reformatted. These skills are invaluable for professionals working in libraries, archives, museums, and rare
book dealerships, as well as for private book collectors and conservators.

In conclusion, rebacking and recasing are essential techniques in the field of book restoration and
conservation. A comprehensive understanding of the key terms and vocabulary associated with these
processes is crucial for those pursuing a Postgraduate Certificate in Professional Vintage Book Restoration.
By mastering these skills and techniques, professionals can contribute to the preservation of our literary and
cultural heritage.
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