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Postgraduate Certificate in Professional Vintage Book Restoration

Materials and Tools in Book Restoration

Book restoration is a meticulous process that involves the use of various materials and tools to preserve and
conserve books. In this postgraduate certificate program, you will learn about the key terms and vocabulary
related to materials and tools used in book restoration.

Materials:

1. Paper: Paper is the primary material used in books and comes in various types, such as laid, wove, and
machine-made. Each type has unique properties and requires different techniques for restoration.
2. Binding materials: These include leather, cloth, and paper, used to cover and protect the book's structure.
Leather can be goatskin, calfskin, or morocco, while cloth can be buckram, linen, or cotton.
3. Adhesives: Adhesives are used to attach various components of a book, such as endpapers, spine linings,
and hinges. Common adhesives used in book restoration include PVA (polyvinyl acetate), wheat starch
paste, and EVA (ethylene vinyl acetate).
4. Fillers: Fillers are materials used to replace missing or damaged sections of a book, such as paper, cloth,
or leather. Common fillers include Japanese tissue, mulberry paper, and cotton rag paper.
5. Book cloth: Book cloth is a fabric coated with a layer of paper or plastic, used to cover books' boards and
spines. It is available in various colors, textures, and weights.
6. Endpapers: Endpapers are the pages at the front and back of a book that attach the text block to the
cover. They are usually made of paper and can be plain, marbled, or decorated.
7. Headbands: Headbands are decorative strips of fabric or leather that run along the top and bottom edges
of a book's spine. They are often made of silk, cotton, or polyester.
8. Paperboard: Paperboard is a thick, stiff paper used to make book covers and boards. It is available in
various weights and finishes.
9. Hinges: Hinges are the joints that connect the book's cover to the text block. They are made of paper,
fabric, or leather and can be reinforced with adhesive or additional materials.

Tools:

1. Knives: Knives are essential tools in book restoration, used for cutting, trimming, and scoring paper, cloth,
and leather. Common knives include scalpels, X-Acto knives, and bone folders.
2. Awl: An awl is a sharp, pointed tool used for making holes in paper, cloth, and leather. It is often used for
sewing or attaching hinges.
3. Hammer: A hammer is used for tapping, striking, and shaping materials such as leather, cloth, and
paperboard.
4. Tweezers: Tweezers are used for handling small, delicate materials such as paper, thread, and adhesive.
5. Brushes: Brushes are used for applying adhesive, paint, or other coatings to book components. They are
available in various sizes and materials, such as bristle, foam, or synthetic.
6. Bone folder: A bone folder is a tool used for scoring, folding, and creasing paper, cloth, and leather. It is
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usually made of bone, plastic, or metal.
7. Ruler: A ruler is used for measuring and marking straight lines on paper, cloth, and leather. It is available
in various sizes and materials, such as plastic, metal, or wood.
8. Cutting mat: A cutting mat is a surface used for cutting, trimming, and scoring materials. It protects the
work surface and provides a stable base for cutting.
9. Sewing frame: A sewing frame is a tool used for sewing book sections together. It holds the sections in
place and allows for even tension and alignment.

Challenges:

When working with materials and tools in book restoration, there are several challenges to consider:

1. Choosing the right materials: Selecting the appropriate materials for a book restoration project can be
challenging, as each material has unique properties and requires different techniques for conservation.
2. Handling delicate materials: Some materials, such as paper and leather, can be fragile and require careful
handling to avoid damage.
3. Applying adhesives: Adhesives can be difficult to apply evenly and consistently, and improper application
can lead to wrinkles, bubbles, or other defects.
4. Cutting and trimming: Cutting and trimming materials can be challenging, as precise measurements and
cuts are necessary for a professional-looking finished product.
5. Sewing and attaching: Sewing and attaching book sections and components can be time-consuming and
require patience, skill, and attention to detail.

In summary, book restoration involves the use of various materials and tools, each with its unique
properties and challenges. Understanding the key terms and vocabulary related to these materials and tools
is essential for successful book conservation and preservation.
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