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Historical Techniques in Paper and Bookmaking

In the field of conservation, it is essential to have a deep understanding of historical techniques in paper
and bookmaking. This knowledge allows conservators to properly assess, treat, and preserve cultural
heritage objects. In this explanation, we will discuss key terms and vocabulary related to historical paper and
bookmaking techniques in the context of the Professional Certificate in Paper and Ink Conservation.

1. Paper: A thin material produced by pressing together moist fibers, typically derived from cellulose pulp
and consisting of cellulose fibers (predominantly from wood, cotton, or flax).

2. Parchment: A durable, flat material made from processed animal skin, used for writing, printing, or
drawing on.

3. Vellum: A high-quality parchment made from calf, kid, or lamb skin, used for writing or printing.

4. Watermark: A design made in paper during its manufacture by a wire embedded in the papermaking
mold, leaving a lighter area in the paper where the design is located.

5. Chain lines: Lines in paper made by the wires in the papermaking mold, running parallel to the long edge
of the paper.

6. Wire lines: Lines in paper made by the wires in the papermaking mold, running perpendicular to the long
edge of the paper.

7. Laid lines: Lines in handmade paper made by the chain lines and wire lines, forming a distinct pattern.

8. Sizing: A process of treating paper with various substances to increase its resistance to moisture and to
improve its writing or printing properties.

9. Deckle edge: The rough, feathery edge of handmade paper, created by the deckle (a frame) during
papermaking.

10. Mould: A frame with a screen attached to it, used in papermaking to shape and form the paper pulp into
a sheet.

11. Couching: The process of transferring a freshly made paper sheet from the mould to a felt or cloth for
further drying and pressing.

12. Felts: Cloths used in papermaking to absorb water and support the paper during the drying process.
13. Beating: The process of mechanically reducing paper pulp fibers to a smaller size, increasing their
bonding potential and resulting in stronger paper.

14. Bookbinding: The process of physically assembling a book from an ordered stack of paper sheets that
are folded together into sections or sometimes left as a stack of individual sheets.

15. Sections: Groups of folded paper sheets prepared for bookbinding, typically consisting of 4 to 6 sheets
each.

16. Endpapers: Double-leaf paper sections at the beginning and end of a book, attached to the cover and
the first and last text pages.

17. Headband: A decorative band at the head and tail of a book's spine, usually made of silk, rayon, or
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cotton.

18. Sewing: A method of attaching book sections to each other and to the book covers, typically using a
series of stitches along the spine.

19. Link stitch: A sewing technique that creates a continuous loop of thread, connecting multiple sections in
a book.

20. Board attachment: The process of attaching the book covers (boards) to the text block using various
methods, such as sewing, adhesive, or lacing.

21. Case binding: A common bookbinding method that involves creating a separate cover (case) and
attaching it to the text block using adhesive.

22. Rounding and backing: The process of shaping and reinforcing the spine of a book by manually
softening the spine folds and attaching adhesive-coated fabric or paper to the spine.

23. Gold tooling: A decorative technique used in bookbinding, where gold leaf or foil is applied to the cover
or spine using heated tools.

24. Marbled paper: A decorative paper with irregular patterns resembling marble, created by floating
pigments on a liquid surface and transferring the pattern to paper.

25. Edge gilding: A decorative technique used in bookbinding, where gold leaf or foil is applied to the
edges of the text block.

Examples and Practical Applications

Understanding historical techniques in paper and bookmaking is crucial for conservators when assessing
the condition of an object, determining its historical context, and developing appropriate treatment plans.
For instance, recognizing laid lines and watermarks in paper can provide information about the paper's age,
origin, and manufacturer. Similarly, identifying various bookbinding techniques can shed light on the book's
production history and provenance.

Challenges

One challenge in working with historical paper and bookmaking techniques is that many traditional
methods are no longer widely used or understood. As a result, conservators must rely on historical
documents, manuals, and expert knowledge to inform their work. Additionally, the diversity of materials and
techniques used over time can make it difficult to develop generalized treatment approaches.

In conclusion, historical techniques in paper and bookmaking play a vital role in the field of conservation. By
understanding the key terms and vocabulary related to these techniques, conservators can more effectively
assess, treat, and preserve cultural heritage objects. Through careful study and application of these
historical methods, conservators contribute to the ongoing preservation and celebration of our shared
human history.
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