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 Professional Certificate in Paper and Ink Conservation

Ethics in Paper and Ink Conservation

Ethics in Paper and Ink Conservation is a critical area of study in the field of cultural heritage preservation.
This section will explain key terms and vocabulary relevant to the Professional Certificate in Paper and Ink
Conservation.

1. Ethics: Ethics refers to the principles that govern a person's behavior or the conducting of an activity. In
conservation, ethics are the guidelines that help conservators make decisions that balance the need to
preserve cultural heritage with the need to make it accessible to the public.
2. Authenticity: Authenticity refers to the quality of something being genuine or true to its original state. In
conservation, authenticity is a key concern, as treatments should aim to preserve the original material and
appearance of an object as much as possible.
3. Reversibility: Reversibility is the ability to undo a conservation treatment without causing harm to the
object. This is an important ethical consideration in conservation, as it allows for future treatments or
technology to be applied without compromising the object's integrity.
4. Minimal Intervention: Minimal intervention is the principle of only doing what is necessary to preserve an
object, without altering its appearance or structure more than is absolutely necessary. This is an important
ethical consideration in conservation, as it helps to preserve the authenticity and integrity of the object.
5. Documentation: Documentation is the process of recording all conservation treatments and activities in a
detailed and accurate manner. This is an important ethical consideration in conservation, as it allows for
transparency, accountability, and the ability to reverse treatments if necessary.
6. Preventive Conservation: Preventive conservation is the practice of protecting cultural heritage objects
from damage or deterioration through environmental control, handling procedures, and storage methods.
This is an important ethical consideration in conservation, as it helps to preserve the authenticity and
integrity of the object without the need for invasive treatments.
7. Invasive Treatment: Invasive treatment is any conservation treatment that involves altering the object's
structure or appearance. This is an ethical consideration in conservation as it should be avoided as much as
possible, and only done when necessary to preserve the object.
8. Original Intent: Original intent refers to the artist's or creator's original intention for the object. This is an
ethical consideration in conservation, as conservators should aim to preserve the object in a way that
respects and preserves its original intent.
9. Aesthetic Integrity: Aesthetic integrity refers to the visual and physical characteristics that contribute to an
object's appearance. This is an ethical consideration in conservation, as conservators should aim to preserve
the object's aesthetic integrity as much as possible.
10. Informed Decision Making: Informed decision making is the process of making conservation decisions
based on a thorough understanding of the object, its history, and the potential impacts of treatment. This is
an ethical consideration in conservation, as it helps to ensure that treatments are appropriate and
necessary.
11. Professional Judgment: Professional judgment is the ability to make informed decisions based on
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experience, education, and ethical principles. This is an ethical consideration in conservation, as
conservators must exercise professional judgment when making decisions about treatments.
12. Research: Research is the process of gathering and analyzing information to increase understanding and
knowledge. This is an ethical consideration in conservation, as conservators should conduct research to
inform their decisions and treatments.
13. Standards: Standards are the guidelines and benchmarks for conservation practice. This is an ethical
consideration in conservation, as conservators should adhere to established standards to ensure the best
possible outcomes for the objects they treat.
14. Public Trust: Public trust is the responsibility of conservators to act in the best interests of the public and
to preserve cultural heritage for future generations. This is an ethical consideration in conservation, as
conservators must consider the wider implications of their actions and the impact on the public.

Examples of ethical dilemmas in paper and ink conservation include:

* A conservator is asked to treat a damaged manuscript, but the treatment would require removing some of
the original ink. The conservator must weigh the importance of preserving the original ink against the need
to make the manuscript legible.
* A conservator is asked to treat a painting that has been heavily restored in the past. The conservator must
decide whether to remove the previous restorations, which would reveal the original paint layer but also
cause further damage to the painting, or to leave the restorations in place, which would preserve the
painting's appearance but not its original state.
* A conservator is asked to treat a sculpture that is made of a material that is deteriorating rapidly. The
conservator must decide whether to use a treatment that would stop the deterioration but might alter the
sculpture's appearance, or to leave the sculpture in its original state and allow it to continue to deteriorate.

In conclusion, ethics play a vital role in paper and ink conservation. Conservators must consider a wide
range of ethical principles when making decisions about treatments, including authenticity, reversibility,
minimal intervention, documentation, preventive conservation, informed decision making, professional
judgment, research, standards, and public trust. By adhering to these principles, conservators can ensure
that they are acting in the best interests of the objects they treat and the wider community.
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