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 Executive Certificate in Acting for Film and Television

Audition Techniques for Film and Television

Audition Techniques for Film and Television is a crucial course for anyone looking to break into the acting
industry. In this course, you will learn various techniques and strategies for auditioning for film and
television roles. Here are some key terms and vocabulary you will encounter in this course:

1. **Audition**: An audition is a sample performance by an actor or actress for the purpose of selection for
a role in a film, television show, or stage production.
2. **Callback**: A callback is a second or subsequent audition for a role. It is usually held after the initial
audition to narrow down the pool of candidates.
3. **Slate**: A slate is a brief introduction of yourself at the beginning of an audition tape. It typically
includes your name, the character you are auditioning for, and any other relevant information.
4. **Sides**: Sides are a selection of lines from a script that an actor is asked to prepare for an audition.
They are usually only a few pages long and are meant to give the actor a sense of the character and the
scene.
5. **Monologue**: A monologue is a long speech by a single character. In an audition, an actor may be
asked to perform a monologue to showcase their range and acting abilities.
6. **Cold reading**: A cold reading is when an actor is given a script and asked to read it aloud without any
preparation time. This is often used in callbacks to see how an actor can handle unexpected material.
7. **Character breakdown**: A character breakdown is a detailed description of a character in a script. It
includes information such as age, gender, physical description, personality traits, and motivations.
8. **Typecasting**: Typecasting is the practice of assigning an actor to a particular role or type of character
based on their previous work or physical appearance. This can limit an actor's career opportunities.
9. **Accent work**: Accent work involves modifying an actor's speech to match the accent of a character.
This is often necessary for roles that require a specific regional or foreign accent.
10. **Improvisation**: Improvisation is the act of creating and performing dialogue or actions without a
script. It is often used in auditions to test an actor's creativity and spontaneity.
11. **On-camera technique**: On-camera technique refers to the specific skills and techniques required for
acting in front of a camera. This includes things like hitting your mark, maintaining eye contact with the
camera, and adjusting your performance for different camera angles.
12. **Self-taping**: Self-taping is the process of recording an audition tape on your own, usually at home.
This has become more common in recent years due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
13. **Agent**: An agent is a person who represents actors and helps them find auditions and book roles.
Agents typically take a commission on the actor's earnings.
14. **Manager**: A manager is a person who helps guide an actor's career and provides them with advice
and support. Managers typically take a percentage of the actor's earnings.
15. **Headshot**: A headshot is a professional photograph of an actor's head and shoulders. It is often used
as the primary marketing tool for actors.
16. **Resume**: A resume is a document that outlines an actor's education, training, and professional
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experience. It should include information such as past roles, awards, and special skills.
17. **Casting director**: A casting director is a person who oversees the audition process and selects actors
for roles in films, television shows, and stage productions.
18. **Type**: Type refers to the category or genre of roles that an actor is best suited for. For example, a
comedic type may be well-suited for roles that require physical comedy or witty banter.
19. **Range**: Range refers to an actor's ability to play a variety of roles and characters. Actors with a wide
range are often more versatile and in-demand.
20. **Preparation**: Preparation is the process of researching and rehearsing a role before an audition. This
includes memorizing lines, studying the script, and practicing the scene.

Now that we've covered some of the key terms and vocabulary in Audition Techniques for Film and
Television, let's dive deeper into some of these concepts.

Auditions are a crucial part of the acting industry. They are the primary way that actors are selected for roles
in films, television shows, and stage productions. In order to prepare for an audition, it's important to
carefully review the sides and character breakdown. This will help you understand the character, the scene,
and what the casting director is looking for.

When it comes to on-camera technique, there are a few key things to keep in mind. First, it's important to
hit your mark, which is the spot on the floor where the camera is focused. This will ensure that you are in
the right position for each shot. Second, it's important to maintain eye contact with the camera, as this will
help create a connection with the audience. Finally, it's important to adjust your performance for different
camera angles. For example, a close-up shot may require a more subtle performance, while a wide shot may
require a more exaggerated performance.

Self-taping has become increasingly common in recent years, especially due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
When self-taping, it's important to find a quiet, well-lit space with a neutral background. You should also
make sure that the camera is at eye level and that you are framed from the chest up. When recording, speak
clearly and confidently, and try to convey emotion and energy through your performance.

Agents and managers are important members of the acting industry. Agents help actors find auditions and
book roles, while managers provide guidance and support throughout an actor's career. Headshots and
resumes are also important tools for actors. A headshot should be a high-quality photograph that
accurately represents your appearance, while a resume should highlight your education, training, and
professional experience.

Preparation is key when it comes to auditioning. This includes memorizing lines, studying the script, and
practicing the scene. It's also important to research the project and the character, as this will help you better
understand what the casting director is looking for.

In conclusion, Audition Techniques for Film and Television is an essential course for anyone looking to break
into the acting industry. By understanding key terms and concepts, practicing on-camera technique, and
preparing thoroughly for auditions, actors can increase their chances of success and build a successful
career in the industry.
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Challenge:

Now that you have a better understanding of audition techniques for film and television, try practicing your
on-camera technique. Set up a camera and record yourself performing a monologue or scene. Pay attention
to your marks, eye contact, and camera angles. Then, watch the recording back and evaluate your
performance. What could you improve on? Keep practicing and refining your technique until you feel
confident and comfortable in front of the camera. Good luck!
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