
G U I D E

Postgraduate Certificate in Conservation of Vintage Paper Items

Ethics and Professional Practice in Paper
Conservation

Ethics and Professional Practice in Paper Conservation are crucial components of the Postgraduate
Certificate in Conservation of Vintage Paper Items. Here are some key terms and vocabulary related to these
topics:

1. Ethics: Ethics refer to the principles and values that guide the behavior of individuals and organizations. In
the context of paper conservation, ethics are essential to ensure that the treatment of vintage paper items is
done in a way that respects their historical, cultural, and aesthetic significance.
2. Professional Practice: Professional practice refers to the standards and guidelines that govern the conduct
of professionals in a particular field. In the context of paper conservation, professional practice involves
adhering to established standards and best practices to ensure that vintage paper items are treated with
care and expertise.
3. Code of Ethics: A code of ethics is a set of principles that outlines the ethical responsibilities of
professionals in a particular field. The American Institute for Conservation (AIC) has a Code of Ethics and
Guidelines for Practice that provides ethical guidance for conservators, including those who specialize in
paper conservation.
4. Reversibility: Reversibility is a key principle in paper conservation that refers to the ability to undo
treatments without causing harm to the item. This principle ensures that future conservators can re-treat
the item using new techniques and technologies.
5. Minimal Intervention: Minimal intervention is a conservative approach to treatment that aims to preserve
as much of the original item as possible. This approach prioritizes the stability and longevity of the item
over aesthetic considerations.
6. Original Intent: Original intent refers to the creator's original vision and intention for the item. In paper
conservation, respecting the original intent involves preserving the item as closely as possible to its original
state, without altering its meaning or significance.
7. Authenticity: Authenticity refers to the genuineness or originality of an item. In paper conservation,
maintaining authenticity involves preserving the item's physical and chemical properties, as well as its
historical and cultural significance.
8. Significance: Significance refers to the value or importance of an item, based on its historical, cultural, or
artistic significance. In paper conservation, assessing significance involves evaluating the item's importance
and determining the most appropriate treatment approach.
9. Risk Assessment: Risk assessment is the process of identifying and evaluating potential risks to an item. In
paper conservation, risk assessment involves identifying potential hazards, such as environmental factors,
handling, and storage, and developing strategies to mitigate those risks.
10. Preventive Conservation: Preventive conservation refers to the measures taken to prevent damage or
deterioration to an item. In paper conservation, preventive conservation involves managing environmental
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factors, such as temperature, humidity, and light, to ensure the long-term stability of the item.
11. Documentation: Documentation is the process of recording information about an item's condition,
treatment, and history. In paper conservation, documentation is essential to ensure that treatments are
transparent, accountable, and reversible.
12. Inpainting: Inpainting is a conservation technique that involves filling in missing or damaged areas of an
item with a compatible material. In paper conservation, inpainting is used to restore the appearance of an
item while preserving its original material.
13. Linen Backing: Linen backing is a conservation technique that involves attaching a linen support to the
back of an item to provide additional stability and support. In paper conservation, linen backing is used to
strengthen fragile or damaged items.
14. Deacidification: Deacidification is a conservation technique that involves neutralizing acidic materials in
an item to prevent further deterioration. In paper conservation, deacidification is used to extend the life of
acidic paper items.
15. Encapsulation: Encapsulation is a conservation technique that involves sealing an item between two
layers of transparent material. In paper conservation, encapsulation is used to protect fragile items from
handling and environmental factors.
16. Hinging: Hinging is a conservation technique that involves attaching an item to a support using hinges
made from a compatible material. In paper conservation, hinging is used to provide additional support and
stability to an item.
17. Matting: Matting is a conservation technique that involves mounting an item on a mat board to provide
additional support and protection. In paper conservation, matting is used to enhance the appearance of an
item and to provide a barrier between the item and the environment.
18. Framing: Framing is a conservation technique that involves enclosing an item in a frame to provide
additional protection and support. In paper conservation, framing is used to display items in a way that
minimizes exposure to environmental factors and handling.

Challenges in Ethics and Professional Practice in Paper Conservation:

One of the significant challenges in ethics and professional practice in paper conservation is balancing the
need to preserve vintage paper items with the desire to make them accessible to the public. Conservators
must carefully weigh the risks and benefits of treatments and make decisions that prioritize the long-term
stability and preservation of the item.

Another challenge is addressing the cultural and historical significance of items. Conservators must be
sensitive to the cultural and historical context of items and ensure that treatments respect and preserve
their significance.

Finally, conservators must navigate the complex ethical landscape of paper conservation, which involves
balancing the principles of reversibility, minimal intervention, and original intent with the need to provide
stable and accessible items. Conservators must be transparent and accountable in their decision-making
and ensure that treatments are documented and justified.

Examples and Practical Applications:
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Here are some examples and practical applications of ethics and professional practice in paper
conservation:

* A conservator is treating a vintage photograph that has faded over time. The conservator must decide
whether to use inpainting to restore the photograph's original appearance or to leave it as is, respecting the
original intent and authenticity of the item.
* A conservator is assessing the significance of a vintage poster that has been altered over time. The
conservator must consider the historical and cultural significance of the item and develop a treatment
approach that respects its original intent.
* A conservator is working with a museum to display a fragile vintage map. The conservator must develop a
framing and display approach that minimizes exposure to environmental factors and handling while
ensuring that the item is accessible to the public.
* A conservator is treating a vintage book that has become brittle and fragile. The conservator must balance
the need to stabilize the item with the principle of minimal intervention, ensuring that the treatment does
not alter the original material or meaning of the item.

Conclusion:

Ethics and professional practice are essential components of paper conservation, ensuring that vintage
paper items are treated with care, expertise, and respect. By adhering to established standards and best
practices, conservators can preserve the historical, cultural, and aesthetic significance of these items for
future generations. While there are challenges in balancing the need to preserve items with the desire to
make them accessible, conservators must be transparent, accountable, and sensitive to the cultural and
historical context of the items they treat. Through careful assessment, documentation, and treatment,
conservators can ensure that vintage paper items are preserved for the long term, providing a valuable
record of our shared history and cultural heritage.
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