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Professional Certificate in Sociology of Fashion

Fashion and Globalization

Fashion and Globalization

In the Professional Certificate in Sociology of Fashion, it is essential to understand some key terms and
vocabulary related to fashion and globalization. This explanation will provide a detailed, comprehensive,
and learner-friendly understanding of these concepts, including examples, practical applications, and
challenges.

Globalization

Globalization refers to the process of increasing interconnectedness and interdependence among countries,
cultures, and individuals through the rapid spread of information, ideas, and technologies. This process has
significantly impacted various aspects of society, including the fashion industry.

Fast Fashion

Fast fashion is a term used to describe inexpensive clothing produced rapidly by mass-market retailers in
response to the latest trends. Fast fashion has been criticized for its negative impact on the environment
and workers, as well as its contribution to the throwaway culture.

Sustainable Fashion

Sustainable fashion is a movement aimed at minimizing the environmental and social impact of the fashion
industry. It promotes the use of eco-friendly materials, ethical labor practices, and circular economy
principles.

Cultural Appropriation

Cultural appropriation is the adoption or imitation of elements of one culture by members of another
culture, often without understanding or respect for their cultural significance. This can be seen in the
fashion industry through the use of traditional clothing, symbols, and practices without proper credit or
context.

Cultural Exchange

Cultural exchange is the sharing and exchange of cultural practices, ideas, and values between different
cultures. This can lead to mutual understanding, respect, and appreciation, and can be seen in the fashion
industry through collaborations between designers and artisans from different cultures.

Colonialism

Colonialism is the policy or practice of acquiring full or partial political control over another country,
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occupying it with settlers, and exploiting it economically. Colonialism has had a significant impact on the
fashion industry, with the appropriation and imitation of traditional clothing and textiles from colonized
countries.

Postcolonial Theory

Postcolonial theory is a critical approach that examines the cultural, social, and political legacy of
colonialism and its impact on contemporary society. In the fashion industry, postcolonial theory can be used
to analyze the power dynamics and cultural exchanges between colonized and colonizing countries.

Global Value Chain

Global value chain refers to the series of activities that firms engage in to produce and distribute a product
or service, from design and production to marketing and distribution. The global value chain in the fashion
industry involves various actors, including designers, manufacturers, retailers, and consumers, spread across
different countries and regions.

Outsourcing

Outsourcing is the practice of hiring an external company or individual to perform a task or function that
was previously done in-house. In the fashion industry, outsourcing is often used to reduce costs and
increase efficiency, particularly in the areas of production and manufacturing.

Free Trade Agreements

Free trade agreements are agreements between countries to reduce or eliminate tariffs, quotas, and other
trade barriers. These agreements can have significant implications for the fashion industry, as they can
affect the cost and availability of materials, labor, and markets.

Transnational Corporations

Transnational corporations are multinational enterprises that operate in multiple countries, with production,
distribution, and marketing activities that span across national borders. Transnational corporations have
significant influence over the global fashion industry, shaping trends, production, and consumption
patterns.

Global Citizenship

Global citizenship refers to a sense of belonging and responsibility to the global community, transcending
national boundaries and identities. In the context of fashion, global citizenship can be expressed through
conscious consumption, ethical production, and support for sustainable and ethical fashion practices.

Fashion Activism

Fashion activism is the use of fashion as a platform for social and political activism, challenging and
subverting dominant power structures, and promoting social change. Fashion activism can take many forms,
including protest fashion, political fashion statements, and ethical and sustainable fashion practices.
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Challenges and Opportunities

The intersection of fashion and globalization presents both challenges and opportunities for the industry
and society as a whole. On the one hand, globalization has led to the rapid spread of fashion trends, the
democratization of fashion, and the growth of the global fashion market. On the other hand, it has also
contributed to issues such as cultural appropriation, labor exploitation, and environmental degradation.

To address these challenges, the fashion industry must adopt more sustainable and ethical practices,
promote cultural exchange and understanding, and engage in fashion activism. This requires a shift in
mindset, from viewing fashion as a disposable commodity to recognizing its cultural, social, and
environmental significance.

In conclusion, understanding the key terms and vocabulary related to fashion and globalization is essential
for anyone interested in the sociology of fashion. By recognizing the complex power dynamics and cultural
exchanges that shape the industry, we can work towards a more sustainable, ethical, and equitable fashion
future.
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