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 Executive Certificate in Legal Operations for International Business

Understanding Global Legal Systems

Global Legal Systems: The legal systems of different countries and regions around the world, which can be
divided into several major categories including common law, civil law, and religious law.

Common Law: A legal system that originated in England and is now used in many former British colonies,
such as the United States, Canada, and Australia. Common law is based on the principle of stare decisis,
which means that decisions made by higher courts are binding on lower courts. This system places a strong
emphasis on judicial precedent and allows judges to interpret and apply laws through the use of written
opinions.

Civil Law: A legal system that originated in continental Europe and is now used in many countries, such as
France, Germany, and Japan. Civil law is based on a comprehensive set of written codes, which cover a wide
range of legal topics and provide detailed guidance to judges and legal professionals. In civil law systems,
judges play a more limited role than in common law systems, as they are generally required to apply the law
as written rather than interpreting it.

Religious Law: A legal system that is based on the teachings and principles of a particular religion, such as
Islamic law (Sharia) or Jewish law (Halakha). Religious law can be used in both civil and criminal matters and
can be enforced by religious courts. In some countries, religious law may be given official recognition by the
state and may be used in conjunction with secular law.

Legal Traditions: The historical and cultural influences that shape the development of a legal system. Legal
traditions can include common law, civil law, and religious law, as well as other forms of legal systems such
as customary law or socialist law. Legal traditions can have a significant impact on the way that laws are
interpreted and applied, as well as on the values and principles that underlie a legal system.

Legal Systems in Comparative Perspective: The study of legal systems from a comparative perspective
involves examining the similarities and differences between different legal systems and seeking to
understand the underlying causes of those differences. This can involve comparing legal systems within a
particular region or legal tradition, or it can involve comparing legal systems across different regions and
legal traditions.

Legal Transplants: The process of adopting legal institutions, rules, or practices from one legal system and
incorporating them into another legal system. Legal transplants can occur through a variety of mechanisms,
such as colonialism, international treaties, or the influence of international organizations. Legal transplants
can have a significant impact on the development of a legal system and can help to promote the spread of
best practices and the harmonization of laws.

Legal Globalization: The increasing interconnectedness and interdependence of legal systems around the
world. Legal globalization can be driven by a variety of factors, such as the growth of international trade, the
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spread of international organizations, and the increasing use of international law. Legal globalization can
have both positive and negative effects, as it can promote the spread of best practices and the
harmonization of laws, but it can also lead to the erosion of national sovereignty and the imposition of
external pressures on domestic legal systems.

Legal Operations: The management and coordination of the legal functions within an organization. Legal
operations can include activities such as legal research, document review, contract management, and
litigation support. Legal operations can help to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of legal functions,
reduce legal risks, and support the achievement of business objectives.

International Business: The conduct of business activities across national borders. International business can
involve the import and export of goods and services, the establishment of foreign subsidiaries or joint
ventures, and the investment in foreign markets. International business can be subject to a wide range of
legal and regulatory requirements, including those related to trade, investment, taxation, and intellectual
property.

Legal Risks: The potential negative consequences that can arise from legal issues or disputes. Legal risks can
include financial losses, reputational damage, and legal liabilities. Legal risks can be managed and mitigated
through a variety of strategies, such as legal compliance, risk assessment, and risk transfer.

Legal Compliance: The process of ensuring that an organization's activities are in accordance with
applicable laws and regulations. Legal compliance can involve the implementation of policies and
procedures, the provision of training and awareness, and the monitoring and reporting of compliance
activities. Legal compliance can help to reduce legal risks, improve business performance, and enhance the
reputation of an organization.

Legal Research: The process of gathering and analyzing legal information in order to support legal decision-
making. Legal research can involve the use of a variety of sources, such as statutes, cases, regulations, and
secondary sources. Legal research can be conducted using a variety of methods, such as online databases,
libraries, and expert interviews.

Document Review: The process of reviewing legal documents, such as contracts, agreements, and pleadings,
in order to identify relevant information and assess legal risks. Document review can be conducted manually
or using automated tools, such as predictive coding or technology-assisted review. Document review is an
essential part of the legal process, as it can help to ensure that legal decisions are based on accurate and
complete information.

Contract Management: The process of managing contracts throughout their lifecycle, from negotiation and
execution to performance and termination. Contract management can include activities such as contract
drafting, contract negotiation, contract administration, and contract analysis. Contract management can
help to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of contracting processes, reduce legal risks, and support
the achievement of business objectives.

Litigation Support: The provision of assistance and resources to support the litigation process. Litigation
support can include activities such as document review, legal research, and case management. Litigation
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support can help to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the litigation process, reduce legal risks, and
support the achievement of legal and business objectives.

In summary, understanding global legal systems is essential for conducting international business and
managing legal risks. Common law, civil law, and religious law are the major categories of legal systems,
each with their own legal traditions, institutions, and practices. Legal transplants and legal globalization are
shaping the development of legal systems and legal operations around the world. Legal operations,
including legal research, document review, contract management, and litigation support, can help to
improve the efficiency and effectiveness of legal functions, reduce legal risks, and support the achievement
of business objectives. Legal risks, legal compliance, and legal research are critical components of managing
legal functions in international business.
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