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Certificate in Accessibility Consulting

Accessible Technology

Accessible Technology is a crucial aspect of modern design and development, ensuring that digital content
and services are usable by individuals with disabilities. In the context of the Certificate in Accessibility
Consulting, understanding key terms and vocabulary related to Accessible Technology is essential for
creating inclusive and user-friendly digital experiences. Let's explore some of the most important terms in
this field:

1. **Accessibility**: Accessibility refers to the design of products, devices, services, or environments for
people with disabilities. It aims to ensure that individuals with disabilities can perceive, understand,
navigate, and interact with digital content effectively.

2. **Inclusive Design**: Inclusive design is a design methodology that considers the full range of human
diversity, including people with disabilities. It aims to create products and services that are usable by as
many people as possible without the need for adaptation or specialized design.

3. **Disability**: Disability is a physical, cognitive, sensory, or emotional impairment that may affect a
person's ability to engage in daily activities. Disabilities can be temporary or permanent and can vary in
severity.

4. **Assistive Technology**: Assistive technology refers to devices, software, or equipment that help
individuals with disabilities perform tasks that they would otherwise have difficulty completing. Examples
include screen readers, alternative keyboards, and speech recognition software.

5. **Screen Reader**: A screen reader is a software application that converts text displayed on a computer
screen into synthesized speech or Braille output. Screen readers are essential for individuals who are blind
or have low vision to access digital content.

6. **Alt Text**: Alt text, short for alternative text, is a brief description of an image that is used by screen
readers to convey the content and function of the image to users who are blind or have low vision. Alt text
is crucial for making images accessible to all users.

7. **Keyboard Accessibility**: Keyboard accessibility refers to the ability to navigate and interact with digital
content using only a keyboard, without the need for a mouse or other pointing device. Keyboard
accessibility is essential for individuals who have mobility impairments or cannot use a mouse.

8. **Color Contrast**: Color contrast refers to the difference in brightness between text and its background
color. Ensuring sufficient color contrast is essential for readability, especially for users with low vision or
color blindness.

9. **WCAG**: The Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) are a set of international guidelines for
making web content accessible to people with disabilities. WCAG provides a comprehensive framework for
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creating accessible websites and digital content.

10. **ARIA**: Accessible Rich Internet Applications (ARIA) is a set of attributes that can be added to HTML
elements to improve accessibility for users of assistive technologies. ARIA helps to make dynamic web
content more accessible and usable.

11. **Captioning**: Captioning involves displaying text on a video screen to provide a visual representation
of spoken dialogue and sounds. Captions are essential for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing to
access audiovisual content.

12. **Transcript**: A transcript is a text version of audio or video content that provides a written record of
the spoken words. Transcripts are essential for making multimedia content accessible to individuals who are
deaf or hard of hearing.

13. **Accessible PDF**: An accessible PDF is a PDF document that is designed to be read and navigated by
individuals with disabilities, including those who use screen readers or other assistive technologies.
Accessible PDFs follow specific guidelines to ensure accessibility.

14. **Usability Testing**: Usability testing involves evaluating a product or service by testing it with
representative users to identify usability issues and improve the user experience. Usability testing is
essential for ensuring that digital content is accessible and user-friendly.

15. **Semantic HTML**: Semantic HTML refers to using HTML elements that convey meaning and structure
to assistive technologies and search engines. Semantic HTML helps to improve accessibility and search
engine optimization (SEO) of web content.

16. **Responsive Design**: Responsive design is a design approach that ensures a website or application
adapts to different screen sizes and devices. Responsive design is essential for providing a consistent user
experience across various devices and improving accessibility.

17. **Color Blindness**: Color blindness is a condition in which individuals have difficulty distinguishing
between certain colors. Designing with color blindness in mind is essential for ensuring that digital content
is accessible to all users.

18. **Cognitive Accessibility**: Cognitive accessibility refers to designing digital content that is easy to
understand and navigate for individuals with cognitive impairments or learning disabilities. Clear language,
simple navigation, and consistent design are key aspects of cognitive accessibility.

19. **Accessible Design Patterns**: Accessible design patterns are reusable solutions to common design
problems that prioritize accessibility and usability. Design patterns help designers and developers create
accessible and consistent user interfaces.

20. **User Experience (UX)**: User experience (UX) refers to the overall experience that a user has when
interacting with a product or service. UX design focuses on creating intuitive, efficient, and enjoyable user
experiences that meet the needs of diverse users, including those with disabilities.
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By understanding and applying these key terms and concepts related to Accessible Technology, you can
create digital content and services that are inclusive, user-friendly, and accessible to individuals with
disabilities. Incorporating accessibility best practices into your design and development process is essential
for creating a more inclusive digital landscape and ensuring that everyone can access and interact with
online content effectively.
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