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International Conventions in Maritime Arbitration

Maritime arbitration is a specialized form of dispute resolution that is commonly used in resolving conflicts
in the maritime industry. It involves the use of arbitration as a means to settle disputes arising from
maritime contracts, collisions, salvage operations, and other maritime-related issues. International
conventions play a crucial role in governing maritime arbitration by providing a framework for the conduct
of arbitration proceedings, as well as recognizing and enforcing arbitration awards across different
jurisdictions.

Key Terms and Vocabulary

1. Arbitration: Arbitration is a form of dispute resolution where parties refer their disputes to an impartial
third party (arbitrator) for a binding decision. It is a consensual process, meaning that parties agree to
resolve their disputes through arbitration rather than through litigation in courts.

2. Maritime Arbitration: Maritime arbitration is a specialized form of arbitration that focuses on disputes
arising from maritime contracts and activities. It is governed by specific rules and conventions that address
the unique nature of maritime disputes.

3. International Conventions: International conventions are treaties or agreements between countries that
establish rules and standards for specific areas of law, such as maritime arbitration. These conventions aim
to promote uniformity and cooperation in resolving disputes across different jurisdictions.

4. UNCITRAL Model Law: The United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) Model
Law is a set of rules that provide a comprehensive framework for the conduct of arbitration proceedings. It
has been widely adopted by many countries as a basis for their national arbitration laws.

5. New York Convention: The Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Awards,
commonly known as the New York Convention, is an international treaty that governs the recognition and
enforcement of arbitration awards. It provides a mechanism for parties to enforce arbitration awards in over
160 countries.

6. Arbitration Agreement: An arbitration agreement is a contract between parties to resolve their disputes
through arbitration. It typically specifies the rules and procedures that will govern the arbitration
proceedings, as well as the number and qualifications of arbitrators.

7. Arbitral Tribunal: An arbitral tribunal is a panel of one or more arbitrators appointed to resolve a dispute
through arbitration. The tribunal has the authority to hear evidence, make decisions, and issue awards
based on the merits of the case.
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8. Seat of Arbitration: The seat of arbitration is the legal jurisdiction where the arbitration proceedings are
conducted. The choice of seat can have significant implications for the procedural rules and enforcement of
arbitration awards.

9. Lex Maritima: Lex Maritima refers to the body of laws and regulations that govern maritime activities and
disputes. It encompasses both international conventions and national laws that address issues specific to
the maritime industry.

10. Enforcement of Awards: The enforcement of awards refers to the process of ensuring that arbitration
awards are recognized and enforced by courts. International conventions such as the New York Convention
provide a framework for the enforcement of arbitration awards across different jurisdictions.

11. Arbitration Rules: Arbitration rules are a set of procedures and guidelines that govern the conduct of
arbitration proceedings. These rules typically cover issues such as appointment of arbitrators, evidence,
hearings, and issuance of awards.

12. Procedural Fairness: Procedural fairness is a fundamental principle of arbitration that requires parties to
be given a fair opportunity to present their case and be heard by the arbitrators. It encompasses concepts
such as right to be heard, right to legal representation, and right to present evidence.

13. Ad Hoc Arbitration: Ad hoc arbitration refers to arbitration proceedings that are conducted without the
involvement of an arbitral institution. Parties are responsible for administering the arbitration themselves,
including appointing arbitrators and setting procedural rules.

14. Institutional Arbitration: Institutional arbitration refers to arbitration proceedings that are administered
by a specialized arbitral institution, such as the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) or the London
Court of International Arbitration (LCIA). These institutions provide administrative support, appoint
arbitrators, and enforce arbitration rules.

15. Emergency Arbitrator: An emergency arbitrator is an arbitrator appointed by an arbitral institution to
hear urgent applications for interim measures before the constitution of the arbitral tribunal. Emergency
arbitrators provide a mechanism for parties to seek urgent relief in arbitration proceedings.

16. Expedited Procedures: Expedited procedures are fast-track arbitration proceedings that aim to resolve
disputes quickly and efficiently. These procedures typically involve shortened timelines, limited document
production, and expedited issuance of awards.

17. Maritime Contracts: Maritime contracts are agreements between parties that relate to maritime
activities, such as charter parties, bills of lading, and shipbuilding contracts. Disputes arising from maritime
contracts are commonly resolved through maritime arbitration.

18. Collision: A collision occurs when two or more vessels come into contact with each other, resulting in
damage or injury. Collisions are a common cause of maritime disputes that may be resolved through
arbitration proceedings.

19. Salvage: Salvage refers to the act of rescuing a vessel or its cargo from peril at sea. Salvage operations

Read online: https://certificates.HealthCareCourses.org.uk/guides/
3820735/international-conventions-in-maritime-arbitration

HealthCareCourses (An LSIB brand) · 21 Jun 2026



G U I D E

may give rise to disputes over the amount of compensation to be paid to salvors, which can be resolved
through arbitration.

20. Arbitration Clause: An arbitration clause is a provision in a contract that requires parties to resolve
disputes through arbitration. It typically specifies the rules, procedures, and governing law of the arbitration.

21. Arbitration Award: An arbitration award is a final and binding decision issued by an arbitral tribunal to
resolve a dispute. The award typically sets out the tribunal's findings, reasoning, and any remedies or
compensation awarded to the parties.

22. Enforcement Proceedings: Enforcement proceedings refer to the legal process of enforcing an
arbitration award through the courts. Parties may need to initiate enforcement proceedings in the
jurisdiction where the award is to be enforced.

23. Annulment Proceedings: Annulment proceedings are legal proceedings that seek to set aside or annul
an arbitration award. Grounds for annulment may include procedural irregularities, lack of jurisdiction, or
violation of public policy.

24. Public Policy: Public policy is a legal principle that allows courts to refuse to enforce or annul an
arbitration award that is contrary to the fundamental principles of justice or morality. Public policy
considerations may vary across different jurisdictions.

25. Arbitration Act: An Arbitration Act is a legislative framework that governs arbitration proceedings in a
particular jurisdiction. It typically sets out the procedures, rules, and requirements for conducting arbitration
in that jurisdiction.

26. Interim Measures: Interim measures are temporary orders issued by an arbitral tribunal or emergency
arbitrator to preserve the status quo or protect the rights of parties pending the final resolution of the
dispute. Examples of interim measures include injunctions, asset freezes, and preservation of evidence.

27. Arbitration Hearing: An arbitration hearing is a formal proceeding where parties present their evidence,
arguments, and witnesses to the arbitral tribunal. The hearing allows parties to make their case and respond
to the arguments of the other party.

28. Expert Evidence: Expert evidence is evidence provided by a qualified expert in a particular field to assist
the arbitral tribunal in understanding complex technical or scientific issues. Expert evidence may be used to
support or challenge the parties' claims.

29. Challenge to Arbitrators: A challenge to arbitrators is a formal objection raised by a party to the
appointment or continued involvement of an arbitrator in the arbitration proceedings. Grounds for
challenging arbitrators may include bias, lack of independence, or conflict of interest.

30. Seat of Arbitration: The seat of arbitration is the legal jurisdiction where the arbitration proceedings are
deemed to take place. The choice of seat can have significant implications for the procedural rules,
supervision by courts, and enforcement of arbitration awards.
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31. Lex Loci Arbitri: Lex Loci Arbitri refers to the law of the place where the arbitration takes place. It governs
procedural matters such as the conduct of arbitration, appointment of arbitrators, and enforcement of
awards.

32. Confidentiality: Confidentiality is a principle that protects the privacy of arbitration proceedings and the
confidentiality of information disclosed during the arbitration. Parties may agree to confidentiality
provisions in their arbitration agreement or applicable rules.

33. Multi-Tiered Dispute Resolution Clauses: Multi-tiered dispute resolution clauses are provisions in
contracts that require parties to follow a series of steps to resolve disputes before resorting to arbitration.
These clauses may include negotiation, mediation, or expert determination as pre-arbitration steps.

34. Arbitration Costs: Arbitration costs refer to the expenses incurred in conducting arbitration proceedings,
including arbitrators' fees, administrative fees, legal fees, and other expenses. Parties are typically
responsible for bearing their own costs, although the arbitral tribunal may allocate costs in the final award.

35. Admissibility of Evidence: Admissibility of evidence refers to the criteria used by an arbitral tribunal to
determine whether evidence presented by parties may be considered in the arbitration proceedings. The
tribunal may consider factors such as relevance, reliability, and fairness in admitting evidence.

36. Parallel Proceedings: Parallel proceedings refer to situations where the same or related disputes are
being litigated in both arbitration and court proceedings simultaneously. Parties must coordinate their
actions to avoid conflicting decisions and ensure efficient resolution of the disputes.

37. Third-Party Funding: Third-party funding is a practice where a third party, such as a litigation funder,
provides financial support to one of the parties in arbitration in exchange for a share of the proceeds. Third-
party funding can help parties manage the costs of arbitration but may raise ethical and confidentiality
concerns.

38. Settlement Agreements: Settlement agreements are agreements reached by parties to resolve their
disputes amicably without the need for arbitration or litigation. Parties may negotiate settlement terms
directly or with the assistance of mediators or conciliators.

39. Maritime Arbitration Clauses: Maritime arbitration clauses are provisions in contracts related to maritime
activities that specify arbitration as the preferred method of dispute resolution. These clauses may include
details such as the choice of arbitral institution, seat of arbitration, and governing law.

40. Arbitrability: Arbitrability is the legal principle that determines whether a particular dispute or category
of disputes is capable of being resolved through arbitration. Not all disputes may be arbitrable, and national
laws may establish limits on the types of disputes that can be arbitrated.

41. Remedies in Arbitration: Remedies in arbitration refer to the relief that may be granted by an arbitral
tribunal to parties in resolving their disputes. Common remedies include damages, specific performance,
injunctions, and declaratory relief.

42. Maritime Law: Maritime law is a specialized body of law that governs maritime activities, including
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shipping, navigation, salvage, and marine pollution. Maritime law incorporates principles of international
conventions, national laws, and industry practices.

43. Arbitration in Admiralty Cases: Arbitration in admiralty cases involves resolving disputes arising from
maritime activities, such as collisions, salvage, and charter parties, through arbitration proceedings.
Admiralty law provides specific rules and procedures for handling maritime disputes.

44. Choice of Law: Choice of law refers to the legal principle that allows parties to choose the governing law
that will apply to their contract or arbitration agreement. Parties may select the law of a specific jurisdiction
to govern the interpretation and enforcement of their rights and obligations.

45. Arbitration in Piracy Cases: Arbitration in piracy cases involves resolving disputes related to piracy
attacks, hijackings, or ransom payments through arbitration proceedings. Arbitration provides a confidential
and efficient means of resolving complex piracy-related disputes.

46. Maritime Arbitration Institutions: Maritime arbitration institutions are specialized organizations that
administer arbitration proceedings related to maritime disputes. These institutions provide rules,
administrative support, and facilities for conducting arbitration in the maritime industry.

47. Maritime Arbitrators: Maritime arbitrators are individuals with expertise in maritime law and industry
practices who are appointed to resolve disputes through arbitration. Arbitrators may be lawyers, industry
professionals, or experts in specific areas of maritime law.

48. Arbitration in Shipbuilding Contracts: Arbitration in shipbuilding contracts involves resolving disputes
between shipowners and shipbuilders arising from the construction, delivery, or performance of vessels.
Arbitration provides a flexible and efficient mechanism for resolving complex shipbuilding disputes.

49. Arbitration in Charter Parties: Arbitration in charter parties involves resolving disputes between
shipowners and charterers arising from the chartering of vessels. Charter parties often include arbitration
clauses specifying the rules and procedures for resolving disputes through arbitration.

50. Arbitration in Bills of Lading Disputes: Arbitration in bills of lading disputes involves resolving disputes
related to the carriage of goods by sea under bills of lading. Bills of lading typically include arbitration
clauses specifying the forum for resolving disputes between carriers and cargo owners.

51. Arbitration in Marine Insurance: Arbitration in marine insurance involves resolving disputes between
insurers and insured parties arising from marine insurance policies. Marine insurance policies may include
arbitration clauses to govern the resolution of disputes related to coverage, claims, or liabilities.

52. Foreign Arbitration Laws: Foreign arbitration laws are the laws of other jurisdictions that govern
arbitration proceedings conducted outside the local jurisdiction. Parties engaged in cross-border
transactions may need to consider foreign arbitration laws when drafting arbitration agreements or
enforcing awards.

53. Arbitration in Pollution Cases: Arbitration in pollution cases involves resolving disputes related to marine
pollution, oil spills, or environmental damage through arbitration proceedings. Arbitration provides a forum
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for parties to address complex environmental issues and allocate liabilities for pollution incidents.

54. Arbitration in Salvage Claims: Arbitration in salvage claims involves resolving disputes related to salvage
operations, rewards, and compensation for salvors. Salvage claims may be brought before an arbitral
tribunal to determine the amount of remuneration for salvors.

55. Arbitration in Towage Disputes: Arbitration in towage disputes involves resolving disputes related to
towing services, towage contracts, and liabilities for towage incidents. Arbitration provides a mechanism for
parties to address disputes arising from towage operations and services.

56. Arbitration in Crew Claims: Arbitration in crew claims involves resolving disputes between shipowners
and crew members arising from employment contracts, wages, or working conditions. Arbitration provides a
confidential and efficient means of resolving crew-related disputes.

57. Arbitration in Maritime Collisions: Arbitration in maritime collisions involves resolving disputes arising
from vessel collisions, damages, and liabilities for collision incidents. Arbitration provides a forum for parties
to determine fault, assess damages, and allocate responsibilities for collision-related disputes.

58. Arbitration in Maritime Contracts: Arbitration in maritime contracts involves resolving disputes arising
from agreements related to shipping, transportation, and maritime activities. Parties may include arbitration
clauses in their contracts to govern the resolution of disputes through arbitration.

59. Arbitration in Maritime Insurance: Arbitration in maritime insurance involves resolving disputes between
insurers and insured parties arising from marine insurance policies. Arbitration provides a forum for parties
to address coverage issues, claims disputes, and liabilities under marine insurance contracts.

60. Arbitration in Maritime Disputes: Arbitration in maritime disputes involves resolving conflicts arising
from various aspects of maritime activities, such as shipping, navigation, salvage, and marine insurance.
Maritime arbitration provides a specialized and efficient means of resolving complex maritime disputes.

Practical Applications

Maritime arbitration plays a vital role in resolving disputes in the maritime industry, where parties from
different jurisdictions engage in complex transactions involving ships, cargoes, and marine services.
International conventions provide a framework for governing maritime arbitration and enforcing arbitration
awards across borders, ensuring that parties have a reliable and efficient mechanism for resolving their
disputes. Some practical applications of key terms and concepts in maritime arbitration include:

1. Enforcement of Arbitration Awards: Parties involved in international maritime transactions may rely on the
New York Convention to enforce arbitration awards in multiple jurisdictions, ensuring that their rights are
recognized and upheld globally.

2. Emergency Arbitrator Procedures: In urgent situations, such as disputes related to vessel arrests or cargo
seizures, parties may seek relief from emergency arbitrators appointed by arbitral institutions to prevent
irreparable harm or loss.
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3. Choice of Seat and Applicable Law: Parties entering into maritime contracts may carefully consider their
choice of seat and applicable law to ensure that the arbitration proceedings are conducted in a neutral and
efficient manner, taking into account factors such as procedural rules, enforcement of awards, and local
practices.

4. Expert Evidence in Technical Disputes: In disputes involving technical issues, such as ship construction,
marine engineering, or pollution incidents, parties may present expert evidence to assist the arbitral tribunal
in understanding complex technical matters and reaching informed decisions.

5. Confidentiality in Sensitive Disputes: Parties involved in high-profile maritime disputes, such as piracy
incidents, environmental damage, or salvage operations, may rely on confidentiality provisions to protect
sensitive information and maintain the privacy of arbitration proceedings.

6. Cost-Effective Resolution of Disputes: By opting for arbitration over litigation, parties in maritime disputes
can benefit from cost-effective and time-efficient resolution of their conflicts, avoiding lengthy court
proceedings and complex procedural rules.

7. Multi-Tiered Dispute Resolution Clauses: In complex maritime transactions, parties may include multi-
tiered dispute resolution clauses in their contracts to encourage negotiation, mediation, or expert
determination as pre-arbitration steps, promoting amicable resolution of disputes before resorting to
arbitration.

8. Arbitration in Specialized Areas: Given the diverse nature of maritime activities, parties may engage in
arbitration proceedings tailored to specific areas such as salvage claims, towage disputes, crew claims, or
marine insurance, allowing for specialized resolution of disputes in these niche areas.

9. Parallel Proceedings Management: To avoid conflicting decisions and ensure efficient resolution of
disputes, parties engaged in parallel proceedings in arbitration and courts may coordinate their actions,
share information, and seek stay orders to manage the proceedings effectively.

10. Third-Party Funding Considerations: Parties seeking third-party funding for arbitration in maritime
disputes should carefully evaluate the terms and conditions of funding arrangements to address issues
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