
G U I D E

Certificate in Modern Military Unit Command and Control

1st Armored Division

1st Armored Division

The 1st Armored Division is a prestigious unit in the U.S. Army, boasting a long and illustrious history. It is
known for its exceptional combat capabilities and its ability to deploy rapidly to various theaters of
operation. Understanding the key terms and vocabulary associated with the 1st Armored Division is crucial
for military personnel who may be tasked with working alongside or within this unit.

Division

A division is a large military unit typically composed of three brigades, along with support elements.
Divisions are the largest formations in the Army and are capable of independent operations. The 1st
Armored Division is one of the most well-known divisions in the U.S. Army.

Brigade

A brigade is a smaller military unit that is part of a division. Brigades are typically composed of multiple
battalions and are capable of conducting independent operations within their assigned area of
responsibility. The 1st Armored Division consists of multiple brigades that work together to achieve the
division's objectives.

Combat Capability

Combat capability refers to a unit's ability to engage and defeat enemy forces in battle. The 1st Armored
Division is known for its exceptional combat capabilities, which are a result of rigorous training, modern
equipment, and highly skilled personnel.

Rapid Deployment

Rapid deployment is the ability of a military unit to quickly move from its home station to a designated
location in response to a crisis or contingency. The 1st Armored Division is known for its rapid deployment
capabilities, allowing it to respond to threats around the world at a moment's notice.

Mission Command

Mission command is a command philosophy that emphasizes decentralized decision-making and
empowers subordinate leaders to take initiative. The 1st Armored Division operates under the principles of
mission command, allowing for flexibility and agility in the execution of operations.

Combined Arms

Combined arms refers to the integration of different branches of the military, such as infantry, armor,
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artillery, and aviation, to achieve a synergistic effect on the battlefield. The 1st Armored Division is a
combined arms unit, leveraging the strengths of various branches to maximize combat effectiveness.

Logistics

Logistics refers to the planning, coordination, and execution of the movement and sustainment of forces.
The 1st Armored Division has robust logistics capabilities to ensure that its troops are properly equipped
and supported during operations.

Force Protection

Force protection encompasses measures taken to safeguard personnel, equipment, and facilities from
hostile actions. The 1st Armored Division prioritizes force protection to ensure the safety and security of its
forces in any operational environment.

Intelligence

Intelligence refers to the collection, analysis, and dissemination of information to support decision-making.
The 1st Armored Division relies on timely and accurate intelligence to understand the operational
environment and make informed choices.

Firepower

Firepower is the destructive capability of a military unit, including artillery, air support, and other weapons
systems. The 1st Armored Division possesses significant firepower, allowing it to dominate the battlefield
and defeat enemy forces.

Counterinsurgency

Counterinsurgency is military operations aimed at defeating insurgency and stabilizing a conflict-affected
area. The 1st Armored Division has experience in counterinsurgency operations, employing a mix of kinetic
and non-kinetic measures to achieve success.

Urban Warfare

Urban warfare refers to military operations conducted in urban environments, which present unique
challenges due to the dense population and complex terrain. The 1st Armored Division is trained and
equipped to operate effectively in urban environments, leveraging its expertise to achieve mission success.

Air Assault

Air assault is a military operation in which troops are transported by helicopter to conduct a rapid insertion
into enemy territory. The 1st Armored Division is capable of executing air assault operations, leveraging its
aviation assets to deploy forces quickly and decisively.

Armored Vehicles
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Armored vehicles are military vehicles that are protected by armor and equipped with weapons systems.
The 1st Armored Division utilizes a variety of armored vehicles, including tanks and armored personnel
carriers, to provide mobility, protection, and firepower on the battlefield.

Combined Arms Maneuver

Combined arms maneuver is a tactical concept that integrates different branches of the military to achieve a
decisive advantage over the enemy. The 1st Armored Division excels in combined arms maneuver,
leveraging the strengths of its various components to outmaneuver and defeat adversaries.

Combat Support

Combat support refers to units that provide specialized capabilities, such as intelligence, logistics, and
medical support, to combat forces. The 1st Armored Division relies on combat support units to enhance its
overall combat effectiveness and operational reach.

Combat Service Support

Combat service support encompasses units that provide sustainment and logistical support to combat
forces, including maintenance, transportation, and supply. The 1st Armored Division depends on combat
service support units to ensure that its troops are adequately resupplied and supported during operations.

Command and Control

Command and control is the exercise of authority and direction by a commander over forces in the
accomplishment of a mission. The 1st Armored Division has a robust command and control structure that
enables leaders to coordinate and synchronize operations effectively.

Area of Responsibility

An area of responsibility is a geographic area assigned to a military unit for which it is responsible for
operations. The 1st Armored Division may be assigned a specific area of responsibility where it conducts
operations and maintains security.

Task Organization

Task organization is the process of structuring military units for a specific mission or operation. The 1st
Armored Division may task organize its brigades and support units to optimize its combat power and
effectiveness for a particular mission.

Security Operations

Security operations are military activities conducted to protect friendly forces, populations, and
infrastructure from threats. The 1st Armored Division may be tasked with conducting security operations to
maintain stability and deter adversaries in a given area.

Counterattack
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A counterattack is a military operation in which forces launch a coordinated offensive against an enemy that
has initiated an attack. The 1st Armored Division may conduct counterattacks to regain the initiative and
defeat enemy forces on the battlefield.

Defensive Operations

Defensive operations are military actions taken to repel enemy attacks and protect friendly forces and
territory. The 1st Armored Division is trained in defensive operations to deny the enemy's objectives and
maintain a strong defensive posture.

Offensive Operations

Offensive operations are military actions aimed at seizing the initiative, gaining and maintaining
momentum, and defeating the enemy. The 1st Armored Division is proficient in offensive operations,
leveraging its combat power to conduct successful offensive campaigns.

Support Operations

Support operations are military activities that provide assistance to civilian authorities, populations, or other
military units. The 1st Armored Division may be called upon to conduct support operations, such as disaster
relief or humanitarian assistance missions, to help those in need.

Combined Joint Task Force

A combined joint task force is a temporary military organization formed to conduct specific operations or
missions. The 1st Armored Division may be part of a combined joint task force, working alongside other
military branches or partner nations to achieve common objectives.

Joint Operations

Joint operations involve the coordinated actions of multiple military services, such as the Army, Navy, Air
Force, and Marines, to achieve strategic objectives. The 1st Armored Division may participate in joint
operations to leverage the unique capabilities of each service branch.

Interoperability

Interoperability is the ability of different military units or services to operate together effectively. The 1st
Armored Division places a high priority on interoperability to ensure seamless integration with other units
and partner nations during joint and combined operations.

Training and Readiness

Training and readiness are critical components of military preparedness, ensuring that units are well-trained,
equipped, and ready to deploy at a moment's notice. The 1st Armored Division conducts rigorous training
to maintain high levels of readiness for any contingency.

Leadership Development
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Leadership development is the process of cultivating and preparing military leaders to effectively command
and lead troops in combat. The 1st Armored Division invests in leadership development to ensure that its
officers and noncommissioned officers are well-prepared to lead in dynamic and challenging environments.

Professionalism

Professionalism in the military refers to the adherence to standards of conduct, discipline, and ethics in the
performance of duties. The 1st Armored Division prides itself on professionalism, instilling a strong sense of
duty, honor, and integrity in its personnel.

Ethical Conduct

Ethical conduct in the military involves making decisions and taking actions that are morally and legally
sound. The 1st Armored Division emphasizes ethical conduct among its personnel, fostering a culture of
respect, integrity, and accountability in all aspects of operations.

Adaptability

Adaptability is the ability of military units to adjust to changing circumstances, environments, and threats.
The 1st Armored Division is known for its adaptability, being able to rapidly respond to evolving situations
and employ innovative solutions to overcome challenges.

Resilience

Resilience in the military refers to the mental, physical, and emotional toughness of personnel to withstand
and overcome adversity. The 1st Armored Division promotes resilience among its soldiers, helping them
cope with stress, trauma, and hardship in demanding operational environments.

Equipment Maintenance

Equipment maintenance is the process of inspecting, repairing, and servicing military hardware to ensure
operational readiness. The 1st Armored Division prioritizes equipment maintenance to keep its vehicles,
weapons, and equipment in peak condition for combat operations.

Mission Analysis

Mission analysis is the systematic process of understanding and evaluating the mission, enemy, terrain,
troops, time available, and civil considerations (METT-TC) to develop effective plans and courses of action.
The 1st Armored Division conducts thorough mission analysis to inform decision-making and ensure
mission success.

Risk Management

Risk management in the military involves identifying, assessing, and mitigating risks to personnel,
equipment, and mission success. The 1st Armored Division employs risk management principles to minimize
hazards and maximize the safety and effectiveness of its operations.
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Decision-Making

Decision-making in the military is the process of selecting a course of action among alternatives to achieve
mission objectives. The 1st Armored Division emphasizes sound decision-making, empowering leaders at all
levels to make timely and effective choices in complex and dynamic environments.

Communication

Communication is the exchange of information between military units, leaders, and personnel to coordinate
operations and share situational awareness. The 1st Armored Division relies on effective communication to
ensure unity of effort and synchronization among its elements.

Synchronization

Synchronization in the military is the coordination of various elements, such as units, fires, and support, to
achieve a common objective. The 1st Armored Division excels in synchronization, harmonizing its efforts to
maximize combat power and achieve decisive results on the battlefield.

Information Operations

Information operations are military activities that leverage information and communication technologies to
influence perceptions, disrupt adversary networks, and protect friendly information. The 1st Armored
Division may conduct information operations to shape the information environment and gain a strategic
advantage.

Cyber Operations

Cyber operations involve the use of cyberspace to conduct offensive and defensive actions in support of
military objectives. The 1st Armored Division may employ cyber operations to protect its networks, disrupt
adversary communications, and gain information superiority in the battlespace.

Electronic Warfare

Electronic warfare is the use of electromagnetic energy to deceive, disrupt, or destroy enemy
communications and sensors. The 1st Armored Division may employ electronic warfare capabilities to deny
the enemy the use of the electromagnetic spectrum and gain a tactical advantage.

Close Air Support

Close air support is the use of aircraft to provide firepower and protection to ground forces engaged in
combat. The 1st Armored Division may call for close air support to suppress enemy positions, protect
friendly troops, and achieve tactical objectives on the battlefield.

Artillery Support

Artillery support involves the use of artillery pieces, such as howitzers and mortars, to deliver indirect fire on
enemy targets. The 1st Armored Division may rely on artillery support to provide long-range firepower,
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suppress enemy positions, and shape the battlefield in support of ground operations.

Medical Evacuation

Medical evacuation is the process of transporting wounded or injured personnel from the battlefield to
medical facilities for treatment. The 1st Armored Division maintains medical evacuation capabilities to
ensure that casualties receive timely and appropriate medical care during operations.

Chemical, Biological, Radiological, and Nuclear (CBRN) Defense

CBRN defense involves measures taken to protect personnel and equipment from chemical, biological,
radiological, and nuclear threats. The 1st Armored Division maintains CBRN defense capabilities to mitigate
the effects of these hazards and ensure the safety of its forces.

Counter-Improvised Explosive Device (C-IED) Operations

C-IED operations are military activities aimed at detecting, neutralizing, and defeating improvised explosive
devices (IEDs) used by insurgents and terrorists. The 1st Armored Division may conduct C-IED operations to
counter the threat posed by IEDs and protect its personnel from these deadly devices.

Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS)

UAS, also known as drones, are aircraft operated without a human pilot on board. The 1st Armored Division
may utilize UAS for reconnaissance, surveillance, and target acquisition to enhance situational awareness
and support ground operations.

Combat Engineering

Combat engineering involves the construction, repair, and demolition of infrastructure to support military
operations. The 1st Armored Division may employ combat engineers to clear obstacles, construct defensive
positions, and enhance mobility on the battlefield.

Law of War

The law of war, also known as international humanitarian law, governs the conduct of armed conflict and
seeks to protect civilians and non-combatants from harm. The 1st Armored Division adheres to the law of
war principles to ensure ethical conduct and respect for human rights in all operations.

Rules of Engagement

Rules of engagement are directives that define the circumstances and limitations under which military
forces may use force in combat. The 1st Armored Division follows rules of engagement to prevent
unnecessary casualties, minimize collateral damage, and achieve mission objectives within legal and ethical
boundaries.

Civil-Military Cooperation (CIMIC)
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CIMIC involves the coordination and cooperation between military forces and civilian authorities,
organizations, and populations in operational environments. The 1st Armored Division may engage in
CIMIC activities to build relationships, provide assistance, and foster stability in conflict-affected areas.

Humanitarian Assistance

Humanitarian assistance involves providing aid, relief, and support to populations affected by natural
disasters, conflicts, or other emergencies. The 1st Armored Division may conduct humanitarian assistance
missions to deliver food, water, medical care, and other essential services to those in need.

Stability Operations

Stability operations are military activities aimed at restoring and maintaining security, governance, and
essential services in post-conflict or fragile environments. The 1st Armored Division may be involved in
stability operations to support the transition to peace and prevent the resurgence of violence and
instability.

Counterterrorism

Counterterrorism involves military actions taken to prevent, deter, and respond to terrorist threats and
attacks. The 1st Armored Division may conduct counterterrorism operations to disrupt terrorist networks,
dismantle their infrastructure, and protect civilian populations from acts of terrorism.

Counterinsurgency

Counterinsurgency is military operations aimed at defeating insurgency and stabilizing a conflict-affected
area. The 1st Armored Division has experience in counterinsurgency operations, employing a mix of kinetic
and non-kinetic measures to achieve success.

Information Operations

Information operations are military activities that leverage information and communication technologies to
influence perceptions, disrupt adversary networks, and protect friendly information. The 1st Armored
Division may conduct information operations to shape the information environment and gain a strategic
advantage.

Combat Training Centers

Combat Training Centers are specialized facilities where military units undergo realistic training exercises to
prepare for deployment and combat operations. The 1st Armored Division may train at Combat Training
Centers to validate its capabilities, refine tactics, and enhance readiness for real-world missions.

Joint Readiness Training Center (JRTC)

The Joint Readiness Training Center is a premier training facility that provides realistic and challenging
exercises for Army units preparing for deployment. The 1st Armored Division may conduct training rotations
at JRTC to test its capabilities, build teamwork, and improve performance in simulated combat scenarios.
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National Training Center (NTC)

The National Training Center is a large-scale training facility that replicates the complexities of modern
warfare to prepare Army units for combat. The 1st Armored Division may participate in training rotations at
NTC to validate its readiness, hone its skills, and assess its ability to succeed in high-intensity conflict.

Live-Fire Exercises

Live-fire exercises involve the use of actual ammunition and weapons systems to simulate combat
conditions and test unit proficiency. The 1st Armored Division conducts live-fire exercises to validate tactics,
techniques, and procedures, and enhance the combat readiness of its soldiers.

Field Training Exercises

Field training exercises are realistic training events that allow military units to practice essential skills and
tactics in a simulated operational environment. The 1st Armored Division conducts field training exercises to
build cohesion, improve teamwork, and enhance operational effectiveness in challenging conditions.

After-Action Reviews (AAR)

After-action reviews are structured discussions conducted after training or operations to assess
performance, identify lessons learned, and improve future outcomes. The 1st Armored Division conducts
AARs to capture insights, refine tactics, and enhance readiness for subsequent missions.

Leadership Development Programs

Leadership development programs are structured initiatives that provide education, training, and
mentorship to develop the leadership skills of military personnel. The 1st Armored Division offers leadership
development programs to cultivate competent, confident, and adaptive leaders at all levels of command.

Mentorship

Mentorship involves experienced leaders providing guidance, support, and advice to junior personnel to
help them develop professionally and personally. The 1st Armored Division emphasizes mentorship as a
means to foster growth, build resilience, and cultivate a culture of continuous learning within its ranks.

Physical Fitness

Physical fitness is the state of being physically healthy, strong, and capable of meeting the physical
demands of military service. The 1st Armored Division prioritizes
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