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Graduate Certificate in Snake Handling

Introduction to Snake Handling

Introduction to Snake Handling:

The Graduate Certificate in Snake Handling equips individuals with the knowledge and skills necessary to
safely interact with snakes. This course covers a wide range of topics related to snake behavior, species
identification, handling techniques, and safety protocols. To excel in this field, it is crucial to have a solid
understanding of key terms and vocabulary associated with snake handling.

Key Terms and Vocabulary:

1. Herpetology: The branch of zoology that deals with the study of amphibians and reptiles, including
snakes.

2. Ophidiophobia: The fear of snakes, which can be a significant challenge for individuals looking to work in
snake handling.

3. Constriction: A method used by some snake species to subdue prey by coiling around it and applying
pressure to restrict breathing.

4. Venom: A toxic substance produced by certain snakes that is used to immobilize or kill prey.

5. Antivenom: A serum used to treat snake bites by neutralizing the effects of venom.

6. Fangs: Specialized teeth found in venomous snakes that are used to inject venom into their prey.

7. Scales: The external covering of a snake's body that provides protection and helps with movement.
8. Shedding: The process by which snakes periodically shed their old skin to allow for growth.

9. Hemipenes: The paired reproductive organs found in male snakes used to transfer sperm to females.

10. Handling: The act of physically interacting with snakes, which requires skill and caution to ensure safety
for both the handler and the snake.

11. Restraint: Techniques used to securely hold a snake in a controlled manner, preventing escapes or
injuries.

12. Hook: A tool with a curved end used to gently lift and move snakes without causing harm.
13. Tongs: A long-handled tool with a gripping mechanism used to safely handle snakes at a distance.
14. Probing: The process of using a thin, flexible rod to determine the sex of a snake by probing its cloaca.

15. Musking: A defensive behavior in some snake species where they release a foul-smelling substance to
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deter predators.
16. Handling bag: A specialized bag used to safely contain and transport snakes without direct contact.

17. Brumation: A period of dormancy similar to hibernation that some snake species undergo during colder
months.

18. Thermoregulation: The process by which snakes regulate their body temperature by moving between
warm and cool areas.

19. Scale rot: A common condition in snakes caused by bacterial or fungal infections, often due to poor
husbandry practices.

20. Simulator: A non-live model used for training purposes to simulate handling and restraint techniques
without risking harm to real snakes.

21. Snakeskin: The shed skin of a snake, which can be used for educational purposes or in crafting.
22. Strike: A rapid forward movement by a snake to bite or defend itself when feeling threatened.

23. Handling permit: A legal document required by some jurisdictions to handle or possess snakes,
especially venomous species.

24. Neurotoxin: A type of venom that affects the nervous system, causing paralysis or other neurological
symptoms.

25. Envenomation: The process of injecting venom into a victim through a snake bite.

26. Subcaudal scales: Scales located on the underside of a snake's tail that can be used for species
identification.

27. Yawning: A behavior exhibited by some snakes to realign their jaws after consuming large prey.

28. Regurgitation: The process by which a snake expels food that it has recently consumed, often due to
stress or illness.

29. Handling gloves: Protective gloves worn by snake handlers to reduce the risk of bites or scratches.

30. Snake hook: A tool with a hook at one end used to gently lift and support a snake's body during
handling.

31. Immunity: The resistance to the effects of snake venom developed by some individuals through
repeated exposure.

32. Heat pits: Specialized organs found in some snake species that detect infrared radiation, helping them
locate prey.

33. Basking: The behavior of snakes exposing themselves to sunlight to regulate their body temperature.
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34. Handling tube: A clear tube used to safely guide and contain snakes during examinations or procedures.

35. Refugia: Shelter or hiding places where snakes seek protection from predators or extreme weather
conditions.

36. Branding: A method of marking snakes for identification purposes using unique patterns or tags.
37. Apex predator: A species at the top of the food chain, such as large snakes that prey on smaller animals.

38. Disinfectant: A chemical agent used to kill or inhibit the growth of pathogens on surfaces or equipment
used in snake handling.

39. Incubation: The process of artificially or naturally maintaining optimal conditions for snake eggs to
hatch.

40. Cloaca: The opening at the base of a snake's tail used for reproduction and waste elimination.

41. Regulatory compliance: Adherence to laws and regulations governing the handling, possession, and
transportation of snakes.

42. Handling protocol: Standard procedures and guidelines for safely handling snakes to minimize risks and
ensure welfare.

43, Scale count: A method used to identify snake species by counting the number of scales along certain
body parts.

44. Snakebite: An injury caused by the bite of a snake, which can vary in severity depending on the species
and amount of venom injected.

45. Respiratory infection: A common health issue in snakes caused by bacteria or viruses, leading to
symptoms like wheezing or nasal discharge.

46. Prey handling: The process of offering food to captive snakes, ensuring they receive proper nutrition and
care.

47. Species-specific care: Tailoring husbandry practices and handling techniques to meet the unique needs
of different snake species.

48. Escape response: The instinctive behavior of snakes to flee or hide when feeling threatened or stressed.

49. Artificial habitat: Enclosures designed to mimic the natural environment of snakes, promoting their
health and well-being in captivity.

50. Handling assessment: Evaluating a snake's behavior, health, and response to handling to determine its
suitability for interactions.

By mastering these key terms and vocabulary, individuals pursuing the Graduate Certificate in Snake
Handling can enhance their understanding of the principles and practices involved in safely working with
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snakes. From learning about venomous species to implementing proper handling techniques, a strong
grasp of these concepts is essential for success in this field. Remember, practice and experience are crucial
in honing your skills as a competent and responsible snake handler.
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