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Children in Armed Conflict

Children in Armed Conflict

Children in armed conflict refers to individuals under the age of 18 who are involved in armed conflicts
either as combatants, messengers, spies, porters, cooks, or in any other capacity. These children are exposed
to various forms of violence, exploitation, and abuse during armed conflicts, making them one of the most
vulnerable groups affected by conflict.

Key Terms and Vocabulary

1. Child Soldier: A child soldier is any person under 18 years of age who is part of any kind of regular or
irregular armed force or armed group in any capacity. Child soldiers are often forced to participate in armed
conflict, subjected to violence, and deprived of their rights to education and protection.

2. UNICEF: The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is a United Nations agency responsible for
providing humanitarian and developmental assistance to children worldwide. UNICEF works to protect the
rights of children affected by armed conflict and advocates for their well-being.

3. Paris Principles: The Paris Principles and Guidelines on Children Associated with Armed Forces or Armed
Groups are a set of international guidelines that outline the responsibilities of states and other actors to
prevent the recruitment and use of child soldiers and to ensure the reintegration of children affected by
armed conflict.

4. Child Protection: Child protection refers to safeguarding children from violence, exploitation, abuse, and
neglect. In the context of armed conflict, child protection efforts focus on preventing the recruitment of
child soldiers, providing psychosocial support to children affected by conflict, and ensuring their access to
essential services.

5. Red Hand Day: Red Hand Day, observed on February 12th each year, is a global advocacy campaign to
raise awareness about the recruitment and use of child soldiers. The campaign calls for an end to the
practice of recruiting children into armed forces and armed groups.

6. Child Rights: Child rights are the human rights of children, including their right to survival, development,
protection, and participation. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is the
most widely ratified international human rights treaty that outlines the rights of children.

7. Displacement: Displacement refers to the forced movement of individuals from their homes or
communities due to conflict, persecution, or natural disasters. Children affected by armed conflict are often
displaced from their homes, leading to increased vulnerability and challenges in accessing essential services.

8. Psychosocial Support: Psychosocial support refers to the provision of emotional and social support to
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individuals affected by trauma, violence, or crisis situations. Children in armed conflict often require
psychosocial support to address the psychological impact of violence and displacement.

9. Child Advocacy: Child advocacy involves promoting and protecting the rights of children through
awareness-raising, lobbying, and policy advocacy. Child advocates work to ensure that children affected by
armed conflict are provided with the necessary support and protection.

10. DDR: Disarmament, Demobilization, and Reintegration (DDR) is a process aimed at disarming
combatants, demobilizing armed groups, and reintegrating former fighters into society. DDR programs are
essential for the successful reintegration of child soldiers into their communities.

11. Geneva Conventions: The Geneva Conventions are a set of international treaties that regulate the
conduct of armed conflict and protect civilians and combatants who are no longer taking part in hostilities.
The Conventions emphasize the protection of children in armed conflict and prohibit their recruitment as
child soldiers.

12. Child Trafficking: Child trafficking involves the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring, or receipt
of children for the purpose of exploitation. Children affected by armed conflict are particularly vulnerable to
trafficking for forced labor, sexual exploitation, or recruitment as child soldiers.

13. Child Protection Officer: A child protection officer is a professional responsible for ensuring the
protection and well-being of children affected by armed conflict. Child protection officers work to prevent
the recruitment of child soldiers, provide support to children in conflict-affected areas, and advocate for
their rights.

14. Child-Friendly Spaces: Child-friendly spaces are safe and supportive environments designed to meet the
social, emotional, and developmental needs of children affected by armed conflict. These spaces provide
children with opportunities for play, learning, and psychosocial support.

15. Child Participation: Child participation refers to the active involvement of children in decisions that affect
their lives and well-being. In the context of armed conflict, child participation is essential for ensuring that
children's voices are heard and their rights are respected.

16. Child Protection Laws: Child protection laws are legal frameworks that govern the rights and protection
of children in armed conflict. These laws outline the responsibilities of states, armed groups, and other
actors to prevent the recruitment of child soldiers, provide support to children affected by conflict, and
ensure their reintegration into society.

17. Child Rights Monitoring: Child rights monitoring involves the systematic assessment of the
implementation of children's rights in armed conflict settings. Monitoring helps to identify gaps in child
protection efforts, track progress in addressing children's needs, and hold responsible parties accountable
for violations of children's rights.

18. Child Soldier Reintegration: Child soldier reintegration is the process of reintegrating former child
soldiers into their families and communities. Reintegration programs focus on providing psychosocial
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support, education, vocational training, and livelihood opportunities to help former child soldiers rebuild
their lives.

19. Child Protection Policies: Child protection policies are guidelines and procedures developed by
organizations, governments, and other stakeholders to ensure the protection of children in armed conflict.
These policies outline measures to prevent child recruitment, provide support to children affected by
conflict, and promote their well-being.

20. Child Rights Advocacy: Child rights advocacy involves raising awareness, promoting policies, and
mobilizing support to protect and uphold the rights of children affected by armed conflict. Child rights
advocates work to ensure that children's rights are respected, protected, and fulfilled in all settings.

21. Child Welfare: Child welfare refers to the well-being and protection of children in all aspects of their
lives, including health, education, safety, and development. Ensuring child welfare is essential for promoting
the overall well-being and rights of children affected by armed conflict.

22. Child Protection Training: Child protection training involves providing individuals with the knowledge
and skills needed to protect children from harm and abuse in armed conflict settings. Training programs
focus on identifying child protection risks, responding to child protection concerns, and advocating for
children's rights.

23. Child Rights Violations: Child rights violations are actions or omissions that harm or infringe upon the
rights of children in armed conflict. These violations include recruitment as child soldiers, sexual
exploitation, forced labor, denial of education, and other forms of abuse and neglect.

24. Child-Centered Approach: A child-centered approach involves placing the needs, perspectives, and
rights of children at the center of all interventions and decision-making processes. In armed conflict
settings, a child-centered approach ensures that children's voices are heard, their rights are respected, and
their well-being is prioritized.

25. Child Protection Advocacy: Child protection advocacy involves promoting policies, laws, and practices
that protect children from harm and abuse in armed conflict. Child protection advocates work to raise
awareness about the rights of children, mobilize support for child protection efforts, and hold duty bearers
accountable for protecting children.

26. Child Soldier Rehabilitation: Child soldier rehabilitation is the process of providing specialized care and
support to former child soldiers to help them recover from the trauma of armed conflict. Rehabilitation
programs focus on addressing the physical, emotional, and social needs of child soldiers to facilitate their
reintegration into society.

27. Child-Centric Programming: Child-centric programming involves designing and implementing programs
and interventions that prioritize the needs, rights, and well-being of children affected by armed conflict.
Child-centric programming ensures that children are actively involved in decision-making processes and
that their best interests are considered in all interventions.
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28. Child Protection Systems: Child protection systems are comprehensive frameworks that are designed to
prevent, respond to, and address child protection concerns in armed conflict settings. These systems include
laws, policies, services, and mechanisms that promote the well-being and rights of children affected by
conflict.

29. Child Rights Education: Child rights education involves raising awareness about the rights of children,
promoting respect for children's rights, and empowering children to advocate for their own rights. Child
rights education is essential for ensuring that children are aware of their rights and are able to protect
themselves from harm and abuse.

30. Child Protection Coordination: Child protection coordination involves bringing together key
stakeholders, including government agencies, humanitarian organizations, and child protection actors, to
collaborate on child protection initiatives in armed conflict settings. Coordination ensures a cohesive and
effective response to child protection concerns.

31. Child-Focused Interventions: Child-focused interventions are programs and activities that are specifically
designed to meet the needs and rights of children affected by armed conflict. These interventions prioritize
the well-being, safety, and development of children and aim to address the unique challenges they face in
conflict-affected settings.

32. Child Protection Challenges: Child protection challenges are obstacles and barriers that hinder efforts to
protect children from harm and abuse in armed conflict settings. These challenges may include lack of
resources, limited access to affected populations, insecurity, and cultural barriers that prevent children from
accessing essential services and protection.

33. Child Rights Monitoring Mechanisms: Child rights monitoring mechanisms are systems and processes
that are established to track and assess the implementation of children's rights in armed conflict settings.
Monitoring mechanisms help to identify violations of children's rights, measure progress in child protection
efforts, and hold duty bearers accountable for protecting children.

34. Child Protection Best Practices: Child protection best practices are strategies, approaches, and
interventions that have been proven effective in protecting children from harm and abuse in armed conflict.
These best practices include community-based child protection initiatives, child-friendly spaces,
psychosocial support programs, and child rights education campaigns.

35. Child Protection Standards: Child protection standards are guidelines and principles that set out the
minimum requirements for ensuring the protection and well-being of children in armed conflict settings.
These standards include the prohibition of child recruitment, the provision of psychosocial support, and the
promotion of children's rights in all interventions and programs.

36. Child Protection Mechanisms: Child protection mechanisms are structures and systems that are put in
place to prevent, respond to, and address child protection concerns in armed conflict settings. These
mechanisms include child protection committees, referral systems, community-based child protection
networks, and specialized services for children affected by conflict.
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37. Child Protection Advocacy Campaigns: Child protection advocacy campaigns are initiatives that aim to
raise awareness, mobilize support, and promote policies that protect children from harm and abuse in
armed conflict. These campaigns highlight the importance of child protection, advocate for the rights of
children, and call for action to ensure the well-being of children affected by conflict.

38. Child Protection Monitoring and Reporting: Child protection monitoring and reporting involve assessing
the situation of children in armed conflict settings, documenting child protection concerns, and reporting
violations of children's rights to relevant authorities. Monitoring and reporting are essential for identifying
child protection gaps, addressing challenges, and advocating for children's rights.

39. Child Protection Coordination Mechanisms: Child protection coordination mechanisms are structures
and processes that facilitate collaboration and cooperation among key stakeholders working on child
protection issues in armed conflict settings. These mechanisms ensure a coordinated and effective response
to child protection concerns, promote information-sharing, and enhance the capacity of child protection
actors.

40. Child Protection Capacity Building: Child protection capacity building involves strengthening the
knowledge, skills, and resources of individuals and organizations working on child protection issues in
armed conflict settings. Capacity building initiatives provide training, technical assistance, and support to
enhance the effectiveness of child protection interventions and promote the rights and well-being of
children affected by conflict.

41. Child Protection Referral Mechanisms: Child protection referral mechanisms are systems and procedures
that are established to ensure that children affected by armed conflict receive the necessary support and
services to address their protection concerns. Referral mechanisms facilitate the identification, assessment,
and referral of children in need of protection to appropriate services and interventions.

42. Child Protection Risk Assessment: Child protection risk assessment involves identifying and analyzing
the risks and vulnerabilities faced by children in armed conflict settings. Risk assessment helps to prioritize
child protection interventions, allocate resources effectively, and address the most pressing needs of
children affected by conflict.

43. Child Protection Response: Child protection response refers to the actions taken to prevent, respond to,
and address child protection concerns in armed conflict settings. These responses may include providing
psychosocial support, facilitating family reunification, conducting awareness campaigns, and advocating for
the rights of children affected by conflict.

44. Child Protection Monitoring and Evaluation: Child protection monitoring and evaluation involve
assessing the impact and effectiveness of child protection interventions in armed conflict settings.
Monitoring and evaluation help to measure progress in addressing child protection concerns, identify areas
for improvement, and ensure that children's rights are respected and upheld.

45, Child Protection Accountability: Child protection accountability refers to the responsibility of duty
bearers to uphold children's rights, protect children from harm and abuse, and ensure that child protection
interventions are effective and sustainable. Accountability mechanisms help to hold duty bearers
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accountable for violations of children's rights and promote transparency and integrity in child protection
efforts.

46. Child Protection Information Management: Child protection information management involves
collecting, analyzing, and sharing data on child protection concerns in armed conflict settings. Information
management systems help to identify trends, gaps, and challenges in child protection efforts, inform
decision-making processes, and improve the effectiveness of child protection interventions.

47. Child Protection Coordination Structures: Child protection coordination structures are formal
mechanisms that are established to facilitate collaboration and coordination among stakeholders working
on child protection issues in armed conflict settings. These structures ensure a coherent and comprehensive
response to child protection concerns, promote information-sharing, and enhance the capacity of child
protection actors.

48. Child Protection Mainstreaming: Child protection mainstreaming involves integrating child protection
considerations into all aspects of humanitarian response and development programming in armed conflict
settings. Mainstreaming child protection ensures that the rights and well-being of children are prioritized in
all interventions and that children are protected from harm and abuse.

49. Child Protection Training Programs: Child protection training programs are initiatives that provide
individuals and organizations with the knowledge, skills, and resources needed to protect children from
harm and abuse in armed conflict settings. Training programs focus on building the capacity of child
protection actors, raising awareness about child protection issues, and promoting best practices in child
protection interventions.

50. Child Protection Policy Development: Child protection policy development involves the formulation of
laws, guidelines, and procedures that promote the protection and well-being of children in armed conflict
settings. Policy development aims to prevent child recruitment, provide support to children affected by
conflict, and ensure their rights are respected and upheld in all interventions and programs.
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