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Postgraduate Certificate in SAP Software Solutions

Data Migration in SAP

Data migration is a critical process in SAP implementations, as it involves transferring data from legacy
systems to the new SAP environment. This process is essential for ensuring that the new system has the
necessary information to operate effectively. In this course, we will explore key terms and vocabulary related
to data migration in SAP.

1. **Data Migration**: Data migration is the process of transferring data from one system to another. In the
context of SAP, this involves moving data from legacy systems to SAP systems. Data migration is crucial for
ensuring that the new SAP system has the necessary information to operate effectively.

2. **Legacy System**: A legacy system refers to an older system or software that is being replaced by a new
system, such as an SAP system. Legacy systems may contain valuable data that needs to be migrated to the
new system.

3. **SAP System**: An SAP system is an enterprise resource planning (ERP) software developed by SAP SE.
SAP systems are used by organizations to manage various business processes, including accounting, human
resources, and supply chain management.

4. **Master Data**: Master data refers to the core data that is essential for the operations of a business. This
includes data such as customer information, product details, and employee records. Master data is typically
static and does not change frequently.

5. **Transactional Data**: Transactional data refers to the data generated by day-to-day business
transactions. This includes sales orders, purchase orders, invoices, and payments. Transactional data is
dynamic and changes frequently.

6. **Data Quality**: Data quality refers to the accuracy, completeness, and consistency of data. It is essential
to ensure that data migrated to an SAP system is of high quality to prevent errors and ensure the smooth
operation of the system.

7. **Data Cleansing**: Data cleansing is the process of identifying and correcting errors or inconsistencies in
data. This process is essential before migrating data to an SAP system to ensure that the data is accurate
and reliable.

8. **Data Mapping**: Data mapping is the process of defining the relationships between data fields in the
legacy system and the corresponding fields in the SAP system. This mapping is essential for accurately
transferring data during the migration process.

9. **Data Extraction**: Data extraction is the process of retrieving data from the legacy system in
preparation for migration. This involves identifying the data to be migrated and extracting it in a format that
can be easily transferred to the SAP system.
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10. **Data Transformation**: Data transformation is the process of converting data from the format used in
the legacy system to the format required by the SAP system. This may involve reformatting data fields,
applying data validation rules, or translating data values.

11. **Data Load**: Data load refers to the process of transferring data from the legacy system to the SAP
system. This involves uploading the extracted and transformed data into the SAP system using data
migration tools or programs.

12. **Data Governance**: Data governance refers to the overall management of data within an organization.
This includes defining data standards, policies, and procedures to ensure data quality, security, and
compliance.

13. **Data Archiving**: Data archiving is the process of moving data that is no longer actively used to a
separate storage location. This helps to free up space in the SAP system and improve system performance.

14. **Data Backup**: Data backup refers to the process of creating copies of data to prevent data loss in
case of system failure or data corruption. Regular data backups are essential for data protection and
disaster recovery.

15. **Data Retention**: Data retention refers to the policies and procedures for retaining data for a specific
period. This is important for compliance with legal and regulatory requirements, as well as for business
continuity.

16. **Data Migration Strategy**: A data migration strategy is a plan that outlines the approach, tools, and
resources needed to successfully migrate data to an SAP system. A well-defined data migration strategy is
essential for ensuring a smooth and successful migration process.

17. **Data Migration Tool**: A data migration tool is software used to automate and streamline the data
migration process. These tools help to extract, transform, and load data efficiently, reducing the risk of
errors and accelerating the migration process.

18. **Data Migration Project**: A data migration project is a specific initiative to migrate data from legacy
systems to an SAP system. Data migration projects typically have defined objectives, timelines, and
resources allocated to ensure successful completion.

19. **Data Migration Plan**: A data migration plan is a detailed document that outlines the steps, timelines,
and responsibilities for migrating data to an SAP system. The plan includes a schedule of activities, data
migration tasks, and milestones to track progress.

20. **Data Migration Challenges**: Data migration can present various challenges, including data quality
issues, mapping complexities, technical constraints, and resource constraints. Overcoming these challenges
is essential for a successful data migration project.

21. **Data Migration Best Practices**: Data migration best practices are guidelines and recommendations to
ensure a successful migration process. Best practices include data profiling, data cleansing, data validation,
and testing to verify the accuracy and integrity of migrated data.
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22. **Data Migration Testing**: Data migration testing is the process of validating and verifying the accuracy
of migrated data. This involves comparing the data in the legacy system with the data in the SAP system to
ensure consistency and correctness.

23. **Data Migration Risks**: Data migration risks are potential threats that could impact the success of a
data migration project. Risks include data loss, data corruption, system downtime, and compliance issues.
Mitigating these risks is essential for a successful migration.

24. **Data Migration Metrics**: Data migration metrics are measurements used to assess the performance
and quality of a data migration project. Metrics may include data completeness, data accuracy, data
consistency, and data migration speed.

25. **Data Migration Stakeholders**: Data migration stakeholders are individuals or groups involved in the
data migration project. Stakeholders may include business users, IT staff, data analysts, project managers,
and external consultants.

26. **Data Migration Documentation**: Data migration documentation includes all the documents and
records related to the data migration project. This includes data migration plans, data mapping documents,
data extraction scripts, data transformation rules, and data validation reports.

27. **Data Migration Tool Selection**: Data migration tool selection is the process of choosing the right
tools and software for migrating data to an SAP system. Factors to consider when selecting data migration
tools include data volume, data complexity, budget, and technical requirements.

28. **Data Migration Checklist**: A data migration checklist is a list of tasks and activities that need to be
completed during the data migration process. The checklist helps to ensure that all necessary steps are
taken to migrate data successfully.

29. **Data Migration Validation**: Data migration validation is the process of verifying that the migrated
data is accurate, complete, and consistent. This involves conducting data validation checks, data
reconciliation, and data integrity tests to confirm the quality of migrated data.

30. **Data Migration Monitoring**: Data migration monitoring involves tracking the progress of the data
migration process in real-time. Monitoring helps to identify issues, bottlenecks, and delays, allowing for
timely intervention to ensure a successful migration.

31. **Data Migration Governance**: Data migration governance refers to the policies, procedures, and
controls for managing data migration activities. Governance ensures that data migration is conducted in a
structured and compliant manner, following best practices and standards.

32. **Data Migration Performance**: Data migration performance refers to the speed, efficiency, and
accuracy of the data migration process. Performance metrics such as data transfer rate, data load time, and
data processing speed are used to evaluate the performance of data migration.

33. **Data Migration Compliance**: Data migration compliance refers to adhering to legal, regulatory, and
industry standards during the data migration process. Compliance ensures that data is migrated securely,
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confidentially, and in accordance with data protection laws.

34. **Data Migration Security**: Data migration security refers to protecting data during the migration
process to prevent unauthorized access, data breaches, and data loss. Security measures such as encryption,
access controls, and data masking are used to secure data during migration.

35. **Data Migration Training**: Data migration training is the process of educating users, developers, and
stakeholders on data migration best practices, tools, and techniques. Training helps to build knowledge and
skills required for successful data migration.

36. **Data Migration Maintenance**: Data migration maintenance involves ongoing support and
maintenance of data migrated to an SAP system. This includes data updates, data cleansing, data archiving,
and data backup to ensure data integrity and system performance over time.

37. **Data Migration Rollback**: Data migration rollback is the process of reverting to the previous state if
data migration encounters errors or issues. Rollback procedures are essential to restore data integrity and
system functionality in case of data migration failure.

38. **Data Migration Verification**: Data migration verification is the process of confirming that data has
been successfully migrated to the SAP system. Verification involves checking data completeness, data
accuracy, and data consistency to ensure a successful migration.

39. **Data Migration Automation**: Data migration automation involves using software tools and scripts to
automate data migration tasks. Automation helps to streamline the migration process, reduce manual
errors, and accelerate data migration.

40. **Data Migration Scalability**: Data migration scalability refers to the ability to migrate large volumes of
data efficiently and effectively. Scalability is essential for handling data growth, system expansions, and
business requirements in a dynamic environment.

In conclusion, understanding key terms and vocabulary related to data migration in SAP is essential for
successful data migration projects. By mastering these concepts, you will be equipped to plan, execute, and
manage data migration activities effectively in an SAP environment.
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