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Postgraduate Certificate in Teaching English to Speakers of other Languages (TESOL)

Research Methods in TESOL

Research Methods in TESOL involve a variety of key terms and vocabulary that are essential for educators to
understand in order to conduct effective research in the field of Teaching English to Speakers of Other
Languages. These terms provide a foundation for designing, implementing, and analyzing research studies
that can contribute to the advancement of TESOL theory and practice.

1. **Research**: Research is a systematic investigation conducted to answer questions or test hypotheses. In
TESOL, research helps educators understand language learning processes, teaching methods, and student
outcomes.

2. **Methodology**: Methodology refers to the overall approach or strategy used in a research study. It
includes the methods, techniques, and procedures employed to collect and analyze data.

3. **Quantitative Research**: Quantitative research involves collecting and analyzing numerical data to
answer research questions. This type of research often uses statistical analysis to draw conclusions.

4. **Qualitative Research**: Qualitative research focuses on understanding experiences, beliefs, and
behaviors through methods such as interviews, observations, and textual analysis. It provides rich, detailed
insights into complex phenomena.

5. **Mixed Methods Research**: Mixed methods research combines quantitative and qualitative approaches
to provide a comprehensive understanding of a research topic. It involves collecting and analyzing both
numerical and textual data.

6. **Experimental Research**: Experimental research involves manipulating variables to determine their
effects on outcomes. It often includes a control group and random assignment of participants to different
conditions.

7. **Correlational Research**: Correlational research examines the relationship between variables without
manipulating them. It assesses how changes in one variable are associated with changes in another.

8. **Case Study**: A case study is an in-depth examination of a single individual, group, or event. It provides
detailed insights into specific contexts and phenomena.

9. **Survey**: A survey is a research method that involves collecting data from a sample of individuals
through questionnaires or interviews. Surveys can provide quantitative or qualitative data.

10. **Interview**: An interview is a research method in which a researcher asks questions to gather
information from participants. Interviews can be structured, semi-structured, or unstructured.

11. **Observation**: Observation involves watching and recording behaviors or interactions in natural
settings. It can provide valuable insights into language learning processes and classroom dynamics.
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12. **Data Collection**: Data collection refers to the process of gathering information for research purposes.
It can involve surveys, interviews, observations, tests, or document analysis.

13. **Data Analysis**: Data analysis involves interpreting and making sense of research data. It includes
organizing, coding, and analyzing data to identify patterns, relationships, and trends.

14. **Validity**: Validity refers to the extent to which a research study measures what it intends to measure.
It ensures that the research findings are accurate and meaningful.

15. **Reliability**: Reliability refers to the consistency and stability of research findings. It ensures that the
results are replicable and trustworthy.

16. **Generalizability**: Generalizability refers to the extent to which research findings can be applied to
other contexts or populations. It assesses the external validity of a study.

17. **Ethics**: Ethics in research involves conducting studies in an ethical and responsible manner. It
includes obtaining informed consent, protecting participants' rights, and ensuring confidentiality.

18. **Literature Review**: A literature review is a critical analysis of existing research on a particular topic. It
provides a foundation for new research by identifying gaps, trends, and debates in the literature.

19. **Hypothesis**: A hypothesis is a testable statement that predicts the relationship between variables in a
research study. It guides the research process by specifying the expected outcomes.

20. **Sampling**: Sampling involves selecting a subset of individuals or elements from a larger population
for study. It ensures that research findings are representative and generalizable.

21. **Population**: The population is the entire group of individuals or elements that a researcher is
interested in studying. It includes all possible participants who meet the study criteria.

22. **Sample**: A sample is a subset of the population that is selected for study. It represents the larger
population and allows researchers to draw conclusions based on the sample data.

23. **Random Sampling**: Random sampling involves selecting participants from a population in a random
and unbiased manner. It ensures that each individual has an equal chance of being selected.

24. **Convenience Sampling**: Convenience sampling involves selecting participants based on their
availability or accessibility. While convenient, this method may introduce bias into the research findings.

25. **Purposive Sampling**: Purposive sampling involves selecting participants based on specific criteria
that are relevant to the research study. It allows researchers to target specific groups or individuals.

26. **Data Collection Instruments**: Data collection instruments are tools used to gather data in a research
study. They can include surveys, questionnaires, interviews, tests, or observation protocols.

27. **Validity Threats**: Validity threats are factors that can compromise the validity of a research study.
They include selection bias, measurement error, confounding variables, and researcher bias.
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28. **Research Design**: Research design refers to the overall structure of a research study, including the
methods, procedures, and timeline. It outlines how the research questions will be answered.

29. **Experimental Design**: Experimental design specifies the conditions, variables, and procedures used in
an experimental research study. It includes the manipulation of independent variables and measurement of
dependent variables.

30. **Control Group**: A control group is a group of participants in an experimental study that does not
receive the experimental treatment. It serves as a comparison to assess the effects of the treatment.

31. **Experimental Group**: An experimental group is a group of participants in an experimental study that
receives the experimental treatment. It allows researchers to compare the effects of the treatment.

32. **Dependent Variable**: The dependent variable is the outcome or response variable that is measured in
a research study. It is affected by changes in the independent variable.

33. **Independent Variable**: The independent variable is the variable that is manipulated or controlled by
the researcher in a research study. It is hypothesized to affect the dependent variable.

34. **Causality**: Causality refers to the relationship between variables in which changes in one variable
cause changes in another. Establishing causality requires demonstrating a clear and direct relationship.

35. **Descriptive Statistics**: Descriptive statistics summarize and describe data using measures such as
mean, median, mode, and standard deviation. They provide an overview of the data distribution.

36. **Inferential Statistics**: Inferential statistics analyze data to make inferences or predictions about a
larger population. They help researchers draw conclusions based on sample data.

37. **Statistical Significance**: Statistical significance indicates whether the results of a research study are
likely to be due to chance. It is determined through statistical tests and helps researchers evaluate the
reliability of their findings.

38. **Mixed Effects Models**: Mixed effects models are statistical models that account for both fixed and
random effects in the analysis of data. They are commonly used in research studies with nested or repeated
measures.

39. **Ethnography**: Ethnography is a qualitative research method that involves studying cultures,
communities, or social groups in their natural settings. It focuses on understanding social norms, behaviors,
and beliefs.

40. **Action Research**: Action research is a research approach in which educators investigate and reflect
on their teaching practices to improve student learning outcomes. It involves collaboration with colleagues
and stakeholders.

41. **Longitudinal Study**: A longitudinal study is a research design that follows the same participants over
an extended period of time. It allows researchers to observe changes and trends over time.
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42. **Cross-Sectional Study**: A cross-sectional study is a research design that collects data from different
participants at a single point in time. It provides a snapshot of a population at a specific moment.

43. **Mixed-Methods Design**: A mixed-methods design combines quantitative and qualitative methods in
a single research study. It allows researchers to triangulate data and gain a comprehensive understanding of
the research topic.

44. **Triangulation**: Triangulation involves using multiple sources of data, methods, or theories to validate
research findings. It enhances the credibility and reliability of research results.

45. **Peer Review**: Peer review is a process in which research articles are evaluated by experts in the field
before publication. It ensures the quality, validity, and relevance of research studies.

46. **Research Ethics Committee**: A research ethics committee is a group that reviews and approves
research studies to ensure they meet ethical standards. It protects the rights and well-being of research
participants.

47. **Informed Consent**: Informed consent is the voluntary agreement of individuals to participate in a
research study after being informed of the study procedures, risks, and benefits. It ensures that participants
understand and agree to the research conditions.

48. **Confidentiality**: Confidentiality involves protecting the privacy and anonymity of research
participants. Researchers must safeguard sensitive information and ensure that participants' identities are
not disclosed without consent.

49. **Plagiarism**: Plagiarism is the act of using someone else's work, ideas, or words without proper
attribution. It is a serious ethical violation in research and can lead to academic sanctions.

50. **APA Style**: APA style is a set of guidelines for formatting research papers, citing sources, and writing
in the social sciences. It is commonly used in TESOL research to ensure consistency and clarity.

In conclusion, understanding key terms and vocabulary related to Research Methods in TESOL is essential
for educators to engage in rigorous and meaningful research. By familiarizing themselves with these
concepts, educators can design and conduct research studies that contribute to the advancement of TESOL
theory and practice.
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