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Postgraduate Certificate in Romanian Literature and Culture

Transnational Influences on Romanian Culture

Transnational Influences on Romanian Culture:

Romania's cultural landscape has been shaped by a multitude of transnational influences throughout its
history. From ancient civilizations to modern globalization, Romania has been a melting pot of diverse
cultures, traditions, and ideas. In this course, we will explore how these transnational influences have
impacted Romanian literature and culture, shaping its identity and contributing to its rich heritage.

Romanian Literature and Culture:

Romanian literature and culture are deeply intertwined, reflecting the country's complex history and diverse
influences. Romanian literature encompasses a wide range of genres, from epic poetry to modern novels,
each reflecting different aspects of Romanian society and culture. Romanian culture, on the other hand,
encompasses traditions, customs, arts, and values that have been passed down through generations,
shaping the country's identity and sense of belonging.

Key Terms and Vocabulary:

1. Transnationalism: Transnationalism refers to the interconnectedness of cultures, societies, and individuals
across national boundaries. It involves the flow of ideas, people, goods, and information between different
countries, shaping global interactions and influencing local cultures.

2. Cultural Hybridity: Cultural hybridity refers to the blending of different cultural elements to create new
forms of expression. In the context of Romanian culture, cultural hybridity is evident in the fusion of
indigenous traditions with foreign influences, resulting in a unique cultural identity.

3. Globalization: Globalization is the process of increasing interconnectedness and interdependence among
countries and societies. It involves the spread of ideas, technologies, and values across borders, leading to
the homogenization of cultures and the emergence of a global culture.

4. National Identity: National identity refers to the sense of belonging and shared values that define a
nation. In the case of Romania, national identity is shaped by historical events, cultural heritage, and
collective memory, influencing the country's literature and culture.

5. Intercultural Dialogue: Intercultural dialogue involves the exchange of ideas, beliefs, and values between
different cultures. It plays a crucial role in promoting understanding, tolerance, and respect for diversity,
fostering cooperation and mutual enrichment.

6. Multiculturalism: Multiculturalism refers to the coexistence of multiple cultures within a society. In
Romania, multiculturalism is evident in the diversity of ethnic groups, languages, and traditions present in
the country, contributing to its cultural richness and complexity.
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7. Postcolonialism: Postcolonialism examines the legacy of colonialism and imperialism on culture, society,
and identity. In the context of Romanian literature, postcolonialism explores the impact of foreign
domination and cultural hegemony on the country's literary production and cultural development.

8. Exile: Exile refers to the forced or voluntary displacement of individuals from their homeland. Romanian
literature has been deeply influenced by the experiences of exile, with many writers and intellectuals having
lived abroad due to political persecution or economic hardship.

9. Memory Studies: Memory studies examine how collective memory shapes cultural identity and historical
consciousness. In Romania, memory studies play a crucial role in preserving the country's past,
commemorating its heroes and victims, and coming to terms with its complex history.

10. Identity Politics: Identity politics focuses on the ways in which social groups define and assert their
identities. In Romania, identity politics are shaped by ethnic, linguistic, and regional differences, influencing
cultural debates, artistic expressions, and social movements.

11. Postmodernism: Postmodernism is a literary and cultural movement that questions traditional notions of
truth, reality, and identity. In Romanian literature, postmodernism is characterized by irony, intertextuality,
and metafiction, challenging established literary conventions and exploring new forms of expression.

12. Translation Studies: Translation studies examine the theory and practice of translating texts from one
language to another. In Romania, translation studies play a crucial role in promoting cross-cultural dialogue,
facilitating the exchange of ideas and knowledge between different linguistic communities.

13. Border Studies: Border studies explore the cultural, social, and political implications of borders and
boundaries. In the case of Romania, border studies examine the country's historical borders, its changing
geopolitical position, and the impact of borderland cultures on its literature and identity.

14. Europeanization: Europeanization refers to the process of aligning national policies, institutions, and
values with those of the European Union. In Romania, Europeanization has had a profound impact on the
country's literature and culture, influencing artistic trends, cultural policies, and intellectual debates.

15. Global Imaginary: Global imaginary refers to the collective perceptions, representations, and fantasies of
the world that shape cultural identities and social practices. In Romania, the global imaginary is influenced
by historical narratives, geopolitical discourses, and cultural stereotypes, shaping the country's self-image
and its interactions with the world.

Practical Applications:

Understanding the key terms and vocabulary related to transnational influences on Romanian culture is
essential for analyzing and interpreting the country's literary and cultural production. By applying these
concepts in literary criticism, cultural analysis, and historical research, scholars and students can gain
valuable insights into the complexities of Romanian culture and its interactions with the global world.

For example, when studying a Romanian novel that reflects themes of cultural hybridity and globalization,
one can analyze how the author blends local traditions with foreign influences, creating a narrative that
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transcends national boundaries and resonates with diverse audiences. By examining the novel through the
lens of postcolonialism and identity politics, scholars can uncover the ways in which the text engages with
questions of power, representation, and cultural identity, shedding light on the complexities of Romania's
historical and cultural context.

Similarly, when analyzing a Romanian film that explores themes of exile and memory studies, one can
examine how the director portrays the experiences of displaced individuals, the trauma of loss, and the
longing for home. By applying concepts from translation studies and border studies, scholars can explore
how language, geography, and cultural memory intersect in the film, revealing the interconnectedness of
personal and collective histories in shaping Romanian identity and culture.

Challenges:

While the study of transnational influences on Romanian culture offers valuable insights into the
complexities of the country's literary and cultural heritage, it also presents several challenges that scholars
and students must navigate. These challenges include:

1. Language Barriers: The diversity of languages spoken in Romania, including Romanian, Hungarian, and
German, can pose challenges for scholars seeking to engage with the country's literary and cultural
production. Translating texts from one language to another can be a complex and nuanced process,
requiring a deep understanding of linguistic and cultural nuances.

2. Historical Context: Romania's turbulent history, including periods of foreign domination, political
upheaval, and social change, can make it difficult to untangle the threads of influence that have shaped the
country's culture. Scholars must navigate the complexities of Romania's past, including its relationships with
neighboring countries, its struggles for independence, and its experiences of war and revolution.

3. Globalization: The forces of globalization, including the spread of Western cultural values, consumerism,
and digital technologies, can pose challenges to Romania's cultural identity and artistic traditions. Scholars
must grapple with the impact of globalization on Romanian literature and culture, examining how local
practices are transformed by global trends and influences.

4. Political Context: Romania's political landscape, marked by corruption, social inequality, and ethnic
tensions, can influence the country's cultural production and intellectual debates. Scholars must navigate
the complexities of Romania's political context, including its relationships with the European Union, its
struggles for democratic reform, and its efforts to address historical injustices.

5. Memory and Trauma: Romania's history of totalitarianism, oppression, and violence has left deep scars on
its society and culture. Scholars must grapple with the legacies of trauma, memory, and silence in Romania's
literary and cultural production, exploring how writers and artists engage with the country's painful past and
collective memory.

In conclusion, the study of transnational influences on Romanian culture offers a rich and complex field of
inquiry for scholars and students interested in exploring the intersections of literature, culture, and history.
By engaging with key terms and concepts related to transnationalism, cultural hybridity, globalization, and
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other relevant topics, scholars can gain a deeper understanding of Romania's cultural heritage and its place
in the global world. Through critical analysis, interdisciplinary research, and cross-cultural dialogue, scholars
can uncover the diverse influences that have shaped Romanian literature and culture, shedding light on the
country's rich and complex identity.
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