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Postgraduate Certificate in International Business Geopolitics

Geopolitical Influence on Supply Chain and Logistics

Geopolitical Influence on Supply Chain and Logistics is a crucial aspect of international business that
requires a deep understanding of various key terms and vocabulary. Let's delve into these terms to gain a
comprehensive understanding of how geopolitical factors impact supply chain and logistics operations.

1. **Geopolitics**: Geopolitics refers to the study of the influence of geography on politics and international
relations. It involves analyzing how geographical factors such as location, resources, and terrain shape
political decisions and interactions between countries.

2. **Supply Chain**: A supply chain is a network of organizations, people, activities, information, and
resources involved in the creation and delivery of a product or service to the end customer. It encompasses
all the steps from raw material sourcing to the final product reaching the consumer.

3. **Logistics**: Logistics involves the planning, implementation, and control of the efficient flow and
storage of goods, services, and related information from the point of origin to the point of consumption. It
includes transportation, warehousing, inventory management, and distribution.

4. **Globalization**: Globalization is the process of increasing interconnectedness and interdependence
among countries, economies, and cultures. It has led to the expansion of international trade and the
integration of markets worldwide.

5. **Trade Agreements**: Trade agreements are treaties between two or more countries that govern the flow
of goods and services across borders. They aim to reduce trade barriers, such as tariffs and quotas, and
promote economic cooperation.

6. **Tariffs**: Tariffs are taxes imposed on imported goods by governments to protect domestic industries,
raise revenue, or influence trade relationships. They can impact the cost of imported products and affect
supply chain decisions.

7. **Free Trade Zones**: Free trade zones are designated areas where goods can be imported, stored,
processed, or re-exported without being subject to customs duties or other trade barriers. They promote
trade and investment by offering incentives to businesses.

8. **Customs Regulations**: Customs regulations are rules and procedures that govern the import and
export of goods between countries. They include requirements for documentation, inspections, duties, and
tariffs, which can impact supply chain efficiency.

9. **Political Stability**: Political stability refers to the absence of political unrest, conflict, or uncertainty in a
country. It is essential for a conducive business environment and smooth supply chain operations.

10. **Corruption**: Corruption involves the misuse of public power for private gain, often through bribery or
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favoritism. It can hinder supply chain efficiency by increasing costs, delaying shipments, and creating
regulatory hurdles.

11. **Infrastructure**: Infrastructure refers to the physical and organizational structures needed for the
operation of a society or enterprise. In the context of supply chain and logistics, infrastructure includes
transportation networks, communication systems, and storage facilities.

12. **Port Congestion**: Port congestion occurs when there is a backlog of ships waiting to unload or load
cargo at a port. It can disrupt supply chain timelines, increase costs, and lead to delays in product delivery.

13. **Just-in-Time (JIT)**: Just-in-Time is a production strategy that aims to minimize inventory levels by
delivering parts and materials to the production line exactly when they are needed. JIT requires efficient
logistics and supply chain management to ensure timely deliveries.

14. **Risk Management**: Risk management involves identifying, assessing, and mitigating potential threats
to a business or supply chain. Geopolitical factors such as political instability, natural disasters, and trade
disputes can pose risks that need to be managed effectively.

15. **Resilience**: Resilience is the ability of a supply chain to adapt to disruptions and recover quickly from
adverse events. Building resilience involves diversifying suppliers, implementing contingency plans, and
having flexible logistics strategies.

16. **Supply Chain Visibility**: Supply chain visibility refers to the ability to track and monitor the flow of
goods, information, and finances throughout the supply chain. It is essential for effective decision-making,
risk management, and customer satisfaction.

17. **Cybersecurity**: Cybersecurity involves protecting computer systems, networks, and data from cyber
threats such as hacking, malware, and data breaches. In the era of digital supply chains, cybersecurity is
crucial to safeguarding sensitive information and maintaining operational continuity.

18. **Sustainability**: Sustainability involves meeting the needs of the present without compromising the
ability of future generations to meet their own needs. In supply chain and logistics, sustainability practices
focus on reducing environmental impact, promoting ethical sourcing, and ensuring social responsibility.

19. **Global Value Chains**: Global value chains are networks of production and supply activities that span
multiple countries and involve the creation of value-added products or services. They reflect the
interconnected nature of today's global economy.

20. **Market Access**: Market access refers to the ability of businesses to enter and operate in foreign
markets. Geopolitical factors such as trade agreements, tariffs, and regulatory barriers can impact market
access and influence supply chain decisions.

21. **Trade Wars**: Trade wars are conflicts between countries that involve the imposition of tariffs, quotas,
or other trade restrictions on each other's goods. Trade wars can disrupt supply chains, increase costs, and
create uncertainty for businesses.
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22. **Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)**: The Belt and Road Initiative is a Chinese infrastructure and economic
development project that aims to enhance connectivity and cooperation between Asia, Europe, and Africa.
The BRI involves significant investments in transportation, energy, and trade infrastructure.

23. **Supply Chain Reshoring**: Supply chain reshoring refers to the relocation of production or sourcing
activities back to the domestic market from overseas. Geopolitical factors such as rising labor costs, trade
tensions, or political instability can drive companies to reshore their supply chains.

24. **Trade Blocs**: Trade blocs are groups of countries that form agreements to promote trade and
economic cooperation among themselves. Examples include the European Union, NAFTA, and ASEAN,
which have a significant impact on supply chain dynamics within their regions.

25. **Political Risk**: Political risk refers to the potential impact of political decisions, events, or instability on
business operations and investments. Political risk can arise from factors such as regulatory changes,
government instability, or geopolitical tensions.

26. **Supply Chain Disruptions**: Supply chain disruptions are events or occurrences that interrupt the
normal flow of goods, services, or information within a supply chain. Disruptions can be caused by natural
disasters, labor strikes, geopolitical conflicts, or other unforeseen circumstances.

27. **Trade Facilitation**: Trade facilitation involves measures and initiatives that aim to simplify and
streamline international trade processes. These initiatives can include reducing customs procedures,
improving infrastructure, and enhancing information exchange to promote efficient supply chains.

28. **Cross-Border Trade**: Cross-border trade refers to the exchange of goods, services, or capital between
countries. Geopolitical factors such as border controls, customs regulations, and trade agreements can
impact the ease and cost of cross-border trade.

29. **Geoeconomics**: Geoeconomics is the study of the economic aspects of geopolitics, focusing on how
economic factors influence political decisions and international relations. Geoeconomics plays a significant
role in shaping supply chain strategies and logistics operations.

30. **Trade Routes**: Trade routes are established paths or corridors used for the transportation of goods
between regions or countries. Major trade routes, such as the Silk Road or the Suez Canal, have historically
shaped global trade patterns and influenced supply chain logistics.

In conclusion, understanding the key terms and vocabulary related to Geopolitical Influence on Supply
Chain and Logistics is essential for navigating the complex landscape of international business. By
familiarizing oneself with these concepts, professionals can effectively analyze geopolitical risks, optimize
supply chain operations, and adapt to changing global dynamics.
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