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Professional Certificate in Naturopathic Medicine

Homeopathy

Homeopathy is a system of alternative medicine that was developed in the late 18th century by Samuel
Hahnemann, a German physician. The fundamental principle of homeopathy is "like cures like," which
means that a substance that causes symptoms in a healthy person can be used to treat similar symptoms in
a sick person. Homeopathic remedies are highly diluted substances that are prepared using a process called
potentization.

Key Terms and Vocabulary in Homeopathy:

1. Similia similibus curentur: This is the fundamental principle of homeopathy, which translates to "like cures
like." It means that a substance that produces symptoms in a healthy person can be used to treat similar
symptoms in a sick person.

2. Potentization: Potentization is a process used to prepare homeopathic remedies. It involves diluting a
substance in a series of steps and succussing (shaking) it vigorously at each step. This process is believed to
enhance the healing properties of the substance while minimizing any toxic effects.

3. Dilution: Dilution is a critical aspect of preparing homeopathic remedies. The more a substance is diluted,
the more potent it is believed to become. Homeopathic remedies are typically diluted to such an extent that
they may not contain a single molecule of the original substance.

4. Succussion: Succussion is the process of vigorously shaking a homeopathic remedy at each dilution step.
This is believed to imprint the healing properties of the substance onto the water or alcohol used for
dilution.

5. Materia Medica: Materia Medica is a reference book that contains detailed information about the
properties and uses of different homeopathic remedies. It provides information on the symptoms that each
remedy can address and the specific indications for its use.

6. Repertory: A repertory is a reference book that lists symptoms and the remedies that are known to
address those symptoms. It helps homeopaths find the most appropriate remedy for a patient based on
their specific symptoms.

7. Potency: Potency refers to the strength of a homeopathic remedy. Remedies are available in different
potencies, ranging from low (e.g., 6X) to high (e.g., TM). The choice of potency depends on the individual's
constitution and the nature of their symptoms.

8. Constitutional remedy: A constitutional remedy is a homeopathic remedy that matches the overall
physical, mental, and emotional characteristics of an individual. It is chosen based on a person's unique
constitution and is believed to address the underlying cause of their health issues.
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9. Acute remedy: An acute remedy is a homeopathic remedy that is used to treat acute conditions such as
colds, fevers, injuries, or infections. These remedies are selected based on the specific symptoms that the
individual is experiencing at the time.

10. Provings: Provings are experiments conducted to determine the effects of a substance on healthy
individuals. These experiments involve administering a substance to healthy volunteers and recording the
symptoms that manifest. This information is used to determine the therapeutic properties of the substance.

11. Symptom picture: The symptom picture refers to the collection of symptoms that characterize a
particular remedy. Homeopaths match the symptom picture of a remedy to the symptoms presented by the
patient to find the most suitable treatment.

12. Law of minimum dose: The law of minimum dose states that the smallest possible dose of a remedy
should be used to elicit a healing response. Homeopathic remedies are highly diluted to minimize any
potential side effects while still stimulating the body's innate healing mechanisms.

13. Vital force: In homeopathy, it is believed that there is a vital force or life energy within every individual
that governs their health and well-being. Homeopathic remedies work by stimulating this vital force to
restore balance and promote healing.

14. Aggravation: An aggravation refers to a temporary worsening of symptoms that may occur after taking a
homeopathic remedy. This is considered a positive sign that the body is responding to the remedy and
initiating a healing response.

15. Hering's Law of Cure: Hering's Law of Cure states that healing progresses from the inside out, from top
to bottom, and in the reverse order of the appearance of symptoms. This law guides homeopaths in
assessing the progress of a treatment and determining the appropriate course of action.

16. Isopathy: Isopathy is a branch of homeopathy that involves using the same substance that caused the
illness to treat the illness. This approach is based on the principle that a substance can also trigger the
body's healing response if it has caused the symptoms in the first place.

17. Homotoxicology: Homotoxicology is a modern form of homeopathy that focuses on the detoxification
of the body and the elimination of toxins that may be contributing to illness. It combines homeopathic
remedies with concepts from conventional medicine to address the underlying causes of disease.

18. Complex homeopathy: Complex homeopathy involves using combinations of homeopathic remedies to
address multiple symptoms or conditions simultaneously. This approach is particularly useful for complex or
chronic health issues that require a more comprehensive treatment plan.

19. Single remedy: The single remedy principle in homeopathy advocates for the use of one remedy at a
time to treat a person's symptoms. By focusing on a single remedy, homeopaths can better assess the
effects of the treatment and tailor it to the individual's specific needs.

20. Placebo effect: The placebo effect refers to the phenomenon where a person experiences a positive
response to a treatment even if it is not based on the active ingredients of the treatment. Homeopathy has
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been criticized for its reliance on the placebo effect, but proponents argue that the remedies have specific
healing properties beyond mere suggestion.

In conclusion, homeopathy is a complex and nuanced system of alternative medicine that offers a holistic
approach to health and healing. By understanding the key terms and vocabulary associated with
homeopathy, practitioners can effectively apply its principles in clinical practice and provide personalized
care to their patients.
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