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Graduate Certificate in Film Restoration

Film Analysis

Film analysis is a crucial aspect of the film restoration process. It involves examining films to understand
their artistic, technical, and historical significance. In the Graduate Certificate in Film Restoration, students
learn key terms and vocabulary essential for conducting in-depth film analysis. This comprehensive guide
will explore these terms in detail to help students gain a better understanding of the analytical process
involved in film restoration.

**1. Aesthetics:**
Aesthetics in film analysis refers to the study of the visual and auditory elements that contribute to the
overall look and feel of a film. This includes aspects such as lighting, composition, color, sound design, and
editing. Understanding the aesthetics of a film is crucial for analyzing its artistic merits and understanding
the director's creative choices. For example, in the film "Citizen Kane," director Orson Welles used innovative
lighting techniques to create visually striking scenes that conveyed the psychological depth of the
characters.

**2. Narrative Structure:**
Narrative structure refers to the organization of the plot in a film. It includes elements such as exposition,
rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution. Analyzing the narrative structure of a film helps to
understand how the story unfolds and how the characters' motivations drive the plot forward. For example,
in Alfred Hitchcock's "Psycho," the film's nonlinear narrative structure adds suspense and tension to the
story, keeping the audience engaged until the shocking twist at the end.

**3. Genre:**
Genre refers to the category or type of a film based on its subject matter, themes, and style. Common film
genres include comedy, drama, horror, science fiction, and documentary. Understanding the genre of a film
is essential for analyzing its conventions, tropes, and audience expectations. For example, in the horror
genre, films often rely on suspenseful music, dark lighting, and jump scares to evoke fear and tension in the
audience.

**4. Cinematography:**
Cinematography encompasses the art and technique of capturing images on film or digital media. It
includes aspects such as camera angles, framing, movement, and visual composition. Analyzing the
cinematography of a film helps to understand how the director uses visual elements to convey emotions,
themes, and narrative information. For example, in "The Shawshank Redemption," director Frank Darabont
uses long, sweeping shots to emphasize the vastness and isolation of the prison setting.

**5. Editing:**
Editing involves the process of selecting, arranging, and manipulating raw footage to create a coherent and
engaging film. It includes techniques such as cutting, splicing, transitions, and pacing. Analyzing the editing
of a film helps to understand how the director structures the narrative, controls the flow of information, and
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creates visual and emotional impact. For example, in "Pulp Fiction," director Quentin Tarantino uses
nonlinear editing to weave multiple storylines together, creating a complex and interconnected narrative.

**6. Sound Design:**
Sound design refers to the creation and manipulation of audio elements in a film, including dialogue, music,
sound effects, and ambient noise. It plays a crucial role in enhancing the emotional impact, atmosphere, and
storytelling of a film. Analyzing the sound design of a film helps to understand how sound is used to create
mood, tension, and realism. For example, in "Dunkirk," director Christopher Nolan uses immersive sound
design to convey the chaos and intensity of the wartime setting, with the sound of gunfire and explosions
adding to the sense of danger and urgency.

**7. Mise-en-scène:**
Mise-en-scène encompasses everything that appears in the frame of a film, including set design, costumes,
props, lighting, and actors' performances. It refers to how these elements are arranged and staged within
the frame to create meaning and convey the director's vision. Analyzing the mise-en-scène of a film helps
to understand how visual elements contribute to the storytelling, character development, and thematic
resonance. For example, in "The Grand Budapest Hotel," director Wes Anderson uses vibrant colors,
symmetrical compositions, and elaborate sets to create a whimsical and stylized world that reflects the film's
playful tone and quirky characters.

**8. Symbolism:**
Symbolism refers to the use of objects, colors, gestures, or motifs to represent abstract ideas, themes, or
emotions in a film. Symbols can add depth, complexity, and layers of meaning to a film, enriching the
viewing experience. Analyzing symbolism in a film helps to uncover hidden messages, subtext, and thematic
connections. For example, in "The Matrix," the red pill symbolizes truth and enlightenment, while the blue
pill represents ignorance and conformity, reflecting the film's themes of reality, perception, and freedom.

**9. Subtext:**
Subtext refers to the underlying or implied meaning in a film that is not explicitly stated in the dialogue or
action. It includes the characters' motivations, relationships, and emotions that are conveyed through subtle
cues and gestures. Analyzing subtext in a film helps to uncover deeper layers of storytelling, character
development, and thematic resonance. For example, in "Lost in Translation," the characters' unspoken
thoughts and feelings create a sense of loneliness, isolation, and connection that adds complexity to the
narrative.

**10. Intertextuality:**
Intertextuality refers to the relationship between a film and other texts, such as literature, art, music, or
other films. It includes references, homages, parodies, and borrowings that enrich the viewer's
understanding and appreciation of the film. Analyzing intertextuality in a film helps to uncover connections,
influences, and cultural contexts that inform the director's creative choices. For example, in "Pulp Fiction,"
director Quentin Tarantino pays homage to classic films and genres, incorporating references and stylistic
elements that add layers of meaning and depth to the narrative.

**11. Reception:**
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Reception refers to how a film is received, interpreted, and evaluated by audiences, critics, and scholars. It
includes factors such as reviews, box office performance, awards, and cultural impact. Analyzing the
reception of a film helps to understand its popularity, critical acclaim, and lasting legacy. For example,
"Blade Runner" initially received mixed reviews and performed poorly at the box office but has since been
recognized as a cult classic and a seminal work of science fiction cinema.

**12. Historiography:**
Historiography refers to the study of how history is written, interpreted, and represented in films. It includes
the cultural, political, and social contexts that shape the narratives and themes of historical films. Analyzing
historiography in a film helps to understand how the past is depicted, remembered, and mythologized
through cinematic storytelling. For example, in "Schindler's List," director Steven Spielberg uses historical
accuracy and emotional realism to depict the horrors of the Holocaust and the heroism of Oskar Schindler.

**13. Archival Research:**
Archival research involves the investigation and analysis of historical documents, photographs, records, and
artifacts to uncover information about a film's production, distribution, and reception. It includes visits to
archives, libraries, museums, and repositories to access primary and secondary sources. Conducting archival
research is essential for gathering data, facts, and context to inform the restoration and preservation of
films. For example, archival research may reveal behind-the-scenes photos, production notes, or censorship
records that shed light on the making of a film and its cultural significance.

**14. Restoration Ethics:**
Restoration ethics refers to the principles, guidelines, and best practices that govern the preservation,
conservation, and restoration of films. It includes considerations such as authenticity, fidelity, cultural
sensitivity, and historical accuracy. Adhering to restoration ethics is essential for ensuring that films are
preserved in their original form and that interventions are made responsibly and transparently. For example,
when restoring a silent film, preservationists must decide whether to recreate missing intertitles or use
digital restoration techniques to enhance image quality while preserving the film's visual integrity.

**15. Digital Preservation:**
Digital preservation involves the long-term storage, maintenance, and access of digital assets, such as film
files, metadata, and restoration tools. It includes strategies for data backup, migration, emulation, and
metadata management to ensure the integrity and usability of digital materials over time. Digital
preservation is essential for safeguarding films from degradation, obsolescence, and loss, especially in the
digital age where technology is constantly evolving. For example, creating multiple copies of film files on
secure servers and cloud storage ensures redundancy and disaster recovery in case of data loss or
corruption.

**16. Film Historiography:**
Film historiography refers to the study of how film history is written, interpreted, and represented in
scholarly works, textbooks, archives, and museums. It includes the theories, methodologies, and debates
surrounding the writing and teaching of film history. Analyzing film historiography helps to understand how
films are categorized, canonized, and analyzed within the broader context of cinema history. For example,
the French New Wave movement of the 1950s and 1960s revolutionized film historiography by challenging
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traditional narrative structures and cinematic conventions, influencing generations of filmmakers and
scholars.

**17. Preservation Standards:**
Preservation standards refer to the guidelines, protocols, and best practices established by organizations,
such as the National Film Preservation Foundation, the International Federation of Film Archives (FIAF), and
the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, to ensure the proper preservation and restoration of
films. It includes recommendations for handling, storing, digitizing, and screening films to prevent damage,
loss, and deterioration. Adhering to preservation standards is essential for maintaining the long-term
viability and accessibility of film collections for future generations. For example, the FIAF has developed a
set of guidelines for film inspection, cleaning, repair, and storage to help archivists and preservationists
protect and care for films in their collections.

**18. Visual Effects:**
Visual effects (VFX) involve the creation and integration of digital or practical effects in a film to enhance or
alter the visual elements. It includes techniques such as CGI (computer-generated imagery), matte painting,
motion capture, and green screen compositing. Analyzing visual effects in a film helps to understand how
technology is used to create realistic, fantastical, or otherworldly visuals that enhance the storytelling and
visual spectacle. For example, in "Avatar," director James Cameron used groundbreaking VFX to create the
lush, alien world of Pandora, immersing audiences in a visually stunning and immersive cinematic
experience.

**19. Film Theory:**
Film theory encompasses the study of the principles, concepts, and methodologies that inform the analysis
and interpretation of films. It includes approaches such as formalism, realism, auteur theory, feminist film
theory, and postmodernism. Understanding film theory helps to develop critical thinking skills, theoretical
perspectives, and analytical frameworks for studying films in depth. For example, a formalist approach
focuses on the formal elements of a film, such as editing, cinematography, and sound, to analyze how these
elements create meaning and emotional impact for the viewer.

**20. Restoration Challenges:**
Restoration challenges refer to the obstacles, difficulties, and complexities that preservationists and
restorers face when restoring films. It includes issues such as damaged or deteriorated film elements,
missing footage, color fading, sound distortion, and technological obsolescence. Overcoming restoration
challenges requires expertise, resources, and innovative solutions to ensure that films are faithfully restored
and preserved for future generations. For example, restoring a nitrate film with severe decomposition may
require delicate handling, specialized equipment, and chemical treatments to stabilize the film and prevent
further deterioration.

In conclusion, mastering the key terms and vocabulary for film analysis is essential for students in the
Graduate Certificate in Film Restoration to conduct thorough and insightful analyses of films. By
understanding aesthetics, narrative structure, genre, cinematography, editing, sound design, mise-en-scène,
symbolism, subtext, intertextuality, reception, historiography, archival research, restoration ethics, digital
preservation, film historiography, preservation standards, visual effects, film theory, and restoration
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challenges, students will develop the critical thinking skills and analytical tools necessary for successful film
restoration projects. By applying these concepts and terms to practical examples and case studies, students
will deepen their understanding of film analysis and contribute to the preservation and appreciation of our
cinematic heritage.
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