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Certificate in Admiralty Law

Admiralty Litigation

Admiralty litigation is a specialized area of law that deals with maritime disputes and controversies. The
following key terms and vocabulary are essential for understanding this field:

1. Admiralty: The branch of law that deals with maritime matters, including shipping, navigation, and
commerce on the high seas and inland waterways.
2. Litigation: The process of taking legal action to resolve a dispute or controversy.
3. Maritime lien: A legal claim against a ship or other maritime property for unpaid debts or obligations.
4. Arrest: The legal seizure of a ship or other maritime property to secure a maritime lien or to enforce a
judgment.
5. Limitation of liability: A legal principle that allows a shipowner to limit their liability for damages to the
value of the ship and its cargo.
6. General average: A principle of maritime law that requires all parties involved in a voyage to share in the
losses resulting from a voluntary sacrifice of part of the cargo or equipment to save the ship and the
remaining cargo.
7. Salvage: The rescue of a ship or its cargo from peril, for which the rescuer is entitled to a reward.
8. Jones Act: A US federal law that provides seamen with the right to recover damages for personal injuries
sustained on the job.
9. Longshore and Harbor Workers' Compensation Act: A US federal law that provides compensation and
medical benefits to maritime workers who are injured on the job.
10. Deck cargo: Cargo that is stowed on the deck of a ship, rather than in the hold.
11. Live cargo: Animals that are transported by ship, such as livestock or horses.
12. Cargo claim: A legal claim made by a shipper or consignee for damages to or loss of goods during
transportation.
13. Bill of lading: A legal document that serves as evidence of a contract for the transportation of goods by
sea.
14. Charter party: A contract between a shipowner and a charterer for the use of a ship.
15. Demurrage: A charge assessed against a ship or its cargo for delaying the loading or unloading of the
ship.
16. Despatch: A payment made to a ship or its crew for completing a voyage ahead of schedule.
17. Freight: The payment made for the transportation of goods by sea.
18. General average sacrifice: The voluntary sacrifice of part of the cargo or equipment to save the ship and
the remaining cargo.
19. Particular average loss: The loss or damage to a particular portion of the cargo or equipment.
20. Perils of the sea: The risks and dangers associated with navigation on the high seas, such as storms,
waves, and icebergs.

Now, let's delve deeper into some of these terms and concepts:
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Maritime lien

A maritime lien is a legal claim against a ship or other maritime property for unpaid debts or obligations.
For example, a shipowner may have a maritime lien against a ship for unpaid repair bills, while a cargo
owner may have a maritime lien for unpaid freight charges. A maritime lien gives the lienholder the right to
arrest the ship or other maritime property to secure the debt.

Arrest

Arrest is the legal seizure of a ship or other maritime property to secure a maritime lien or to enforce a
judgment. Once a ship is arrested, it cannot be moved or sold without the permission of the court. The
purpose of an arrest is to provide security for the claimant and to ensure that the debt will be paid.

Limitation of liability

Under the principle of limitation of liability, a shipowner can limit their liability for damages to the value of
the ship and its cargo. This means that if a shipowner is found liable for damages, their liability is limited to
the value of the ship and its cargo, and they are not personally responsible for any additional damages.

General average

General average is a principle of maritime law that requires all parties involved in a voyage to share in the
losses resulting from a voluntary sacrifice of part of the cargo or equipment to save the ship and the
remaining cargo. For example, if a shipowner deliberately jettisons part of the cargo to prevent the ship
from sinking in a storm, all parties involved in the voyage, including the shipowner, the cargo owners, and
the charterer, must share in the loss.

Salvage

Salvage is the rescue of a ship or its cargo from peril, for which the rescuer is entitled to a reward. The
reward is based on the value of the ship and its cargo, and is typically paid by the shipowner or the cargo
owners.

Jones Act

The Jones Act is a US federal law that provides seamen with the right to recover damages for personal
injuries sustained on the job. The Act applies to any seaman who is injured while in the service of a vessel,
and provides for a cause of action against the shipowner for negligence.

Cargo claim

A cargo claim is a legal claim made by a shipper or consignee for damages to or loss of goods during
transportation. Cargo claims can arise from a variety of causes, including damage during loading or
unloading, theft, or loss of the goods.

Bill of lading
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A bill of lading is a legal document that serves as evidence of a contract for the transportation of goods by
sea. The bill of lading includes information about the goods, the shipper, the consignee, and the terms of
the transportation. The bill of lading is an important document in maritime law, as it serves as proof of the
contract of carriage and evidence of the receipt of the goods.

Charter party

A charter party is a contract between a shipowner and a charterer for the use of a ship. The charter party
sets out the terms of the agreement, including the duration of the charter, the route, the cargo, and the
payment. Charter parties can be either time charters, where the charterer rents the ship for a specified
period of time, or voyage charters, where the charterer hires the ship for a single voyage.

Demurrage

Demurrage is a charge assessed against a ship or its cargo for delaying the loading or unloading of the ship.
Demurrage is intended to compensate the shipowner for the loss of time and revenue caused by the delay.

Freight

Freight is the payment made for the transportation of goods by sea. Freight can be calculated on a variety
of bases, including the weight or volume of the goods, the distance traveled, or the value of the goods.

Perils of the sea

Perils of the sea are the risks and dangers associated with navigation on the high seas, such as storms,
waves, and icebergs. Perils of the sea are considered an act of God, and are not the responsibility of the
shipowner or the crew. However, if a shipowner fails to exercise reasonable care in the navigation of the
ship, they may be held liable for damages resulting from perils of the sea.

In conclusion, Admiralty litigation is a complex and specialized area of law that requires a deep
understanding of the key terms and vocabulary used in the field. From maritime liens and arrest to the
Jones Act and perils of the sea, the terms and concepts discussed in this explanation are essential for
anyone involved in Admiralty litigation. By understanding these terms and concepts, you will be better
equipped to navigate the complex world of maritime law and to effectively represent your clients in
Admiralty litigation.

Read online: https://certificates.HealthCareCourses.org.uk/guides/
1370900/admiralty-litigation

HealthCareCourses (An LSIB brand) · 25 Jun 2026


