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Professional Certificate in Human Rights Law and Journalism (United Kingdom)

Digital Media and Human Rights Advocacy (United
Kingdom)

Digital Media:
Digital media refers to any form of media that is stored, transmitted, or presented in a digital format. This
includes text, images, audio, video, and interactive content that can be accessed and distributed through
digital devices such as computers, smartphones, and tablets. Digital media has transformed the way
information is created, shared, and consumed, allowing for real-time communication and global
connectivity.

Human Rights Advocacy:
Human rights advocacy involves promoting and defending the fundamental rights and freedoms of all
individuals, regardless of their race, gender, religion, or other characteristics. This advocacy work aims to
hold governments, institutions, and individuals accountable for upholding human rights standards and
protecting vulnerable populations. Human rights advocates often work to raise awareness, lobby for policy
changes, and support marginalized communities in their fight for justice.

United Kingdom:
The United Kingdom (UK) is a sovereign country located off the northwestern coast of mainland Europe. It
consists of four constituent countries: England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland. The UK has a rich
history of promoting human rights and has established legal frameworks to protect the rights of its citizens.
The UK is also home to a vibrant media landscape, with a strong tradition of investigative journalism and
advocacy for social justice.

Professional Certificate in Human Rights Law and Journalism:
The Professional Certificate in Human Rights Law and Journalism is a specialized training program designed
to equip participants with the knowledge and skills needed to effectively report on human rights issues and
advocate for social change. This certificate program covers a range of topics, including international human
rights law, media ethics, digital storytelling, and advocacy strategies. Participants learn how to use digital
media tools to amplify the voices of marginalized communities and hold power to account.

Alphabetical Glossary of Terms:

A:
- Advocacy: Advocacy involves actively supporting a cause or policy to bring about social change or raise
awareness of an issue. Human rights advocates use various strategies to advocate for the rights of
marginalized communities.

B:
- Blockchain: Blockchain is a decentralized digital ledger technology that securely records transactions
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across a network of computers. It has the potential to enhance transparency and accountability in human
rights advocacy efforts.

C:
- Censorship: Censorship refers to the suppression or restriction of information, ideas, or media content by
governments or authorities. Censorship can pose a significant challenge to digital media and human rights
advocacy efforts.

D:
- Data Privacy: Data privacy refers to the protection of personal information and data collected by
organizations or individuals. Ensuring data privacy is essential for upholding human rights, as it safeguards
individuals' right to privacy.

E:
- Encryption: Encryption is the process of encoding information to make it unreadable without the correct
decryption key. Encryption plays a crucial role in protecting digital communications and safeguarding
human rights activists from surveillance or hacking.

F:
- Freedom of Expression: Freedom of expression is a fundamental human right that allows individuals to
express their opinions, thoughts, and ideas without censorship or punishment. Digital media platforms play
a key role in enabling freedom of expression online.

G:
- Government Surveillance: Government surveillance refers to the monitoring of individuals'
communications, activities, or movements by government agencies. Mass surveillance can infringe on
individuals' privacy rights and hinder human rights advocacy efforts.

H:
- Hate Speech: Hate speech refers to speech that promotes hatred, discrimination, or violence against
individuals or groups based on their race, religion, gender, or other characteristics. Combating hate speech
is essential for protecting human rights and fostering a more inclusive society.

I:
- Internet Access: Internet access refers to the ability of individuals to connect to the internet and access
online information and services. Equal access to the internet is crucial for promoting human rights advocacy
and ensuring that marginalized communities can participate in digital media platforms.

J:
- Journalism Ethics: Journalism ethics are the principles and standards that guide ethical reporting and
storytelling in the media. Upholding journalism ethics is essential for maintaining credibility and trust in
human rights reporting.

K:
- Keyword Filtering: Keyword filtering is a form of internet censorship that blocks access to websites or
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content containing specific keywords. Keyword filtering can restrict access to information and limit freedom
of expression online.

L:
- Legal Framework: A legal framework is a system of laws, regulations, and institutions that govern a
particular issue or field. Establishing a strong legal framework is essential for protecting human rights and
holding perpetrators of human rights violations accountable.

M:
- Media Literacy: Media literacy is the ability to critically analyze and evaluate media content for accuracy,
bias, and credibility. Developing media literacy skills is important for promoting informed citizenship and
combating misinformation in digital media.

N:
- Net Neutrality: Net neutrality is the principle that internet service providers should treat all online content
equally, without favoring or blocking specific websites or services. Upholding net neutrality is crucial for
ensuring equal access to information and promoting freedom of expression online.

O:
- Online Harassment: Online harassment refers to the use of digital communication platforms to intimidate,
threaten, or bully individuals. Online harassment can have serious psychological and emotional impacts and
can hinder human rights advocacy efforts.

P:
- Privacy Settings: Privacy settings are controls that allow individuals to manage the visibility of their
personal information on digital platforms. Understanding and adjusting privacy settings is important for
protecting online privacy and security.

Q:
- Quantitative Data: Quantitative data refers to numerical or statistical information that can be measured
and analyzed. Using quantitative data in human rights advocacy can help to provide evidence-based
arguments and track progress towards achieving human rights goals.

R:
- Rights-Based Approach: A rights-based approach is a framework that prioritizes the protection and
fulfillment of human rights in all aspects of decision-making and policy development. Adopting a rights-
based approach is essential for ensuring that human rights are respected and upheld.

S:
- Social Media Activism: Social media activism involves using social networking platforms to raise awareness
of social or political issues and mobilize support for advocacy campaigns. Social media activism can amplify
marginalized voices and facilitate collective action for human rights.

T:
- Transparency: Transparency refers to openness and accountability in decision-making processes and
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actions. Promoting transparency in human rights advocacy efforts can help to build trust with stakeholders
and hold institutions accountable for their actions.

U:
- User-generated Content: User-generated content is media content created and shared by individual users
on digital platforms. User-generated content plays a significant role in shaping public discourse and
enabling grassroots activism in human rights advocacy.

V:
- Video Advocacy: Video advocacy involves using video content to raise awareness of human rights issues,
document human rights violations, and advocate for social change. Video advocacy can be a powerful tool
for engaging audiences and eliciting emotional responses.

W:
- Whistleblower: A whistleblower is an individual who exposes wrongdoing or misconduct within an
organization or government. Whistleblowers play a critical role in human rights advocacy by bringing
attention to human rights abuses and holding perpetrators accountable.

X:
- Xenophobia: Xenophobia is the fear or hatred of people from other countries or cultures. Combating
xenophobia is essential for promoting inclusivity and respecting the rights of migrants and refugees.

Y:
- Youth Empowerment: Youth empowerment involves providing young people with the knowledge, skills,
and resources to participate in decision-making processes and advocate for their rights. Empowering youth
is crucial for ensuring intergenerational dialogue and sustainable human rights advocacy.

Z:
- Zero-rating: Zero-rating is a practice by which internet service providers offer free access to certain
websites or services while charging for access to others. Zero-rating can raise concerns about equal access
to information and net neutrality principles in digital media.
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