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Global Certificate in Reggio Emilia Approach in Childcare

The Aesthetic Dimension in Early Learning Spaces

Aesthetic Dimension: The aesthetic dimension in early learning spaces refers to the way the environment is
designed to promote a sense of wonder, curiosity, and creativity in children. This dimension is concerned
with the beauty and attractiveness of the space, and how it can be used to inspire and engage children in
the learning process. For example, a learning space with natural light, colorful artwork, and comfortable
seating areas can create a welcoming and inviting atmosphere that encourages children to explore and
learn.

Authenticity: Authenticity in early learning spaces refers to the genuineness and realness of the materials,
activities, and experiences provided to children. This concept is concerned with providing children with
opportunities to engage with real-life materials and experiences, rather than simulated or pretend ones. For
example, using real tools and materials in a woodworking activity, rather than toy versions, can help
children develop a sense of authenticity and ownership over their learning.

Atelier: An atelier is a dedicated space in an early learning environment that is designed to promote
creativity and self-expression in children. The atelier is typically equipped with a variety of artistic and
creative materials, such as paints, clay, and fabric, and is often staffed by a trained atelierista who can
provide guidance and support to children as they engage in creative activities. For example, an atelier might
offer a painting station, a sculpture area, and a sewing corner, where children can explore and express their
creativity.

Bambini: Bambini is an Italian word that means children, and is often used in the context of the Reggio
Emilia approach to refer to the youngest children in an early learning environment. The term bambini is
often used to emphasize the importance and value of early childhood education, and to highlight the need
for specialized and responsive care and education for this age group. For example, a Reggio Emilia-inspired
school might have a bambini program that is designed specifically for children under the age of three, and
that focuses on play-based learning and relationship-building.

Child-Led Learning: Child-led learning is an approach to education that empowers children to take an active
role in their own learning process. This approach is concerned with providing children with the autonomy
and agency to make choices and decisions about their own learning, and to pursue their own interests and
passions. For example, a child-led learning environment might offer a variety of learning stations and
activities, and allow children to choose which ones they want to engage with and for how long.

Co-Construction: Co-construction is a collaborative approach to learning that involves both children and
teachers working together to build and construct knowledge and understanding. This approach is
concerned with providing children with opportunities to engage in meaningful and authentic learning
experiences, and to develop a sense of ownership and agency over their own learning. For example, a co-
construction approach might involve children and teachers working together to design and build a model
of a bridge, using a variety of materials and techniques.
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Community: The concept of community is central to the Reggio Emilia approach, and refers to the network
of relationships and connections that exist between children, teachers, families, and the wider community.
This concept is concerned with providing children with opportunities to develop and nurture these
relationships, and to contribute to the well-being and prosperity of the community. For example, a Reggio
Emilia-inspired school might have a community garden, where children and families can work together to
plant and harvest fruits and vegetables.

Curriculum: The curriculum in an early learning environment refers to the plan or program of activities and
experiences that are designed to promote learning and development in children. The curriculum is often
emergent, meaning that it is flexible and responsive to the needs and interests of the children, and is often
co-constructed by children and teachers together. For example, a curriculum might include a project on
insects, where children can learn about the life cycle and habitat of different insects.

Documentation: Documentation in an early learning environment refers to the process of recording and
reflecting on the learning and development of children. This process is often used to inform and improve
teaching practices, and to provide children and families with a record of their progress and achievements.
For example, a teacher might use a portfolio to document a child's artwork and writing samples, and to
reflect on their progress and development over time.

Educator: An educator in an early learning environment is a trained and qualified professional who is
responsible for supporting and facilitating the learning and development of children. The educator is often
seen as a co-learner and partner in the learning process, and is responsible for creating and sustaining a
supportive and inclusive learning environment. For example, an educator might work with a group of
children to design and build a model of a city, using a variety of materials and techniques.

Emergent Curriculum: An emergent curriculum is a flexible and responsive approach to education that is
based on the needs and interests of the children. This approach is concerned with providing children with
opportunities to explore and investigate their own interests and passions, and to develop and deepen their
understanding of the world around them. For example, an emergent curriculum might involve children in a
project on space exploration, where they can learn about the solar system and planets.

Environment: The environment in an early learning space refers to the physical and social context in which
children learn and develop. The environment is often seen as the third teacher, and is designed to be
supportive and inclusive of all children, regardless of their ability or background. For example, an
environment might include a sensory area, where children can explore and engage with different textures
and materials.

Family: The concept of family is central to the Reggio Emilia approach, and refers to the network of
relationships and connections that exist between children, parents, and the wider community. This concept
is concerned with providing children with opportunities to develop and nurture these relationships, and to
contribute to the well-being and prosperity of the family. For example, a Reggio Emilia-inspired school
might have a family involvement program, where parents can participate in classroom activities and
decision-making processes.
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Flexibility: Flexibility in an early learning environment refers to the ability of the educator and the
environment to respond and adapt to the needs and interests of the children. This concept is concerned
with providing children with opportunities to explore and investigate their own interests and passions, and
to develop and deepen their understanding of the world around them. For example, a flexible environment
might include a project area, where children can work on long-term projects and investigations.

Hundred Languages: The concept of the hundred languages refers to the many and diverse ways in which
children can express and communicate their thoughts, feelings, and ideas. This concept is concerned with
providing children with opportunities to develop and nurture their creative and imaginative abilities, and to
express themselves in a variety of ways. For example, a Reggio Emilia-inspired school might have a hundred
languages program, where children can engage in music, art, drama, and movement activities.

Image of the Child: The concept of the image of the child refers to the way in which we view and
understand children, and the role that they play in the learning process. This concept is concerned with
providing children with opportunities to develop and nurture their autonomy and agency, and to take an
active role in their own learning process. For example, a Reggio Emilia-inspired school might have an image
of the child statement, which outlines the values and principles that guide the education and care of
children.

Inquiry-Based Learning: Inquiry-based learning is an approach to education that encourages children to
explore and investigate their own questions and curiosities. This approach is concerned with providing
children with opportunities to develop and nurture their critical thinking and problem-solving skills, and to
deepen their understanding of the world around them. For example, an inquiry-based learning environment
might include a science area, where children can conduct experiments and investigations.

Interest-Based Learning: Interest-based learning is an approach to education that focuses on the interests
and passions of the children, and provides them with opportunities to explore and investigate these
interests in a deep and meaningful way. This approach is concerned with providing children with
opportunities to develop and nurture their autonomy and agency, and to take an active role in their own
learning process. For example, an interest-based learning environment might include a project area, where
children can work on long-term projects and investigations.

Intentional Teaching: Intentional teaching is an approach to education that involves the educator in
planning and delivering instruction that is tailored to the needs and interests of the children. This approach
is concerned with providing children with opportunities to develop and nurture their knowledge and
understanding, and to deepen their thinking and learning. For example, an intentional teaching approach
might involve the educator in planning and delivering a lesson on fractions, using a variety of materials and
techniques.

Learning Environment: The learning environment in an early learning space refers to the physical and social
context in which children learn and develop. The learning environment is often seen as the third teacher,
and is designed to be supportive and inclusive of all children, regardless of their ability or background. For
example, a learning environment might include a library area, where children can read and explore a variety
of books and materials.
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Malaguzzi: Loris Malaguzzi was an Italian educator and philosopher who is best known for his work in
developing the Reggio Emilia approach to early childhood education. Malaguzzi was a key figure in the
development of the Reggio Emilia approach, and his ideas and principles continue to influence and shape
the field of early childhood education today. For example, Malaguzzi's concept of the hundred languages
has been widely adopted and implemented in Reggio Emilia-inspired schools and programs around the
world.

Narrative: The concept of narrative refers to the way in which we tell and interpret stories and experiences.
In the context of the Reggio Emilia approach, narrative is often used to describe and document the learning
and development of children, and to reflect on the processes and experiences that have shaped their
understanding of the world. For example, a narrative approach might involve the use of storytelling and
reflection to document and interpret the learning and development of children.

Observation: Observation in an early learning environment refers to the process of watching and listening to
children as they learn and develop. This process is often used to inform and improve teaching practices, and
to provide children with opportunities to develop and nurture their knowledge and understanding. For
example, an observation approach might involve the use of note-taking and video recording to document
and reflect on the learning and development of children.

Pedagogy: The concept of pedagogy refers to the art and science of teaching and learning. In the context of
the Reggio Emilia approach, pedagogy is often used to describe and interpret the processes and
experiences that shape the learning and development of children. For example, a pedagogical approach
might involve the use of project-based learning and inquiry-based learning to promote deep and
meaningful learning.

Project-Based Learning: Project-based learning is an approach to education that involves children in long-
term projects and investigations that are designed to promote deep and meaningful learning. This
approach is concerned with providing children with opportunities to develop and nurture their knowledge
and understanding, and to apply their learning to real-world contexts and problems. For example, a project-
based learning environment might include a project on environmental sustainability, where children can
learn about recycling and conservation.

Reggio Emilia Approach: The Reggio Emilia approach is a philosophy of education that emphasizes the
importance of child-led learning and project-based learning. This approach is concerned with providing
children with opportunities to develop and nurture their autonomy and agency, and to take an active role in
their own learning process. For example, a Reggio Emilia-inspired school might have a project area, where
children can work on long-term projects and investigations.

Relationships: The concept of relationships is central to the Reggio Emilia approach, and refers to the
network of connections and bonds that exist between children, teachers, families, and the wider community.
This concept is concerned with providing children with opportunities to develop and nurture these
relationships, and to contribute to the well-being and prosperity of the community. For example, a Reggio
Emilia-inspired school might have a relationships program, where children can develop and nurture their
social and emotional skills.
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Space: The concept of space in an early learning environment refers to the physical and social context in
which children learn and develop. The space is often seen as the third teacher, and is designed to be
supportive and inclusive of all children, regardless of their ability or background. For example, a space might
include a play area, where children can explore and engage in imaginative play.

Third Teacher: The concept of the third teacher refers to the environment and the space in which children
learn and develop. The third teacher is often seen as a partner in the learning process, and is designed to be
supportive and inclusive of all children, regardless of their ability or background. For example, a third
teacher approach might involve the use of natural and organic materials in the learning environment, such
as wood and stone.

Well-Being: The concept of well-being refers to the physical, emotional, and social health and prosperity of
children. This concept is concerned with providing children with opportunities to develop and nurture their
physical and emotional well-being, and to contribute to the well-being and prosperity of the community.
For example, a well-being program might include a mindfulness and meditation program, where children
can develop and nurture their emotional and social skills.

Zone of Proximal Development: The concept of the zone of proximal development refers to the range of
abilities and skills that a child is capable of developing and mastering with the support and guidance of a
teacher or mentor. This concept is concerned with providing children with opportunities to develop and
nurture their knowledge and understanding, and to apply their learning to real-world contexts and
problems. For example, a zone of proximal development approach might involve the use of scaffolding and
support to help children develop and master new skills and concepts.
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