
G LO S S A RY

Global Certificate in Reggio Emilia Approach in Childcare

Collaborative Partnerships with Families

Aesthetic Education refers to the process of teaching children to appreciate and understand the arts and
design in their daily lives, which is a crucial aspect of the Reggio Emilia Approach, as it helps children
develop their creativity and imagination. In the context of Collaborative Partnerships with Families, Aesthetic
Education involves parents and caregivers in the process of exploring the beauty and wonder of the world
around them, and finding ways to incorporate artistic and creative activities into their daily routines. For
example, a family might create a collage together using natural materials found in their neighborhood, or
engage in a dance or music activity that promotes self-expression and exploration.

Action Research is a methodology used to investigate and improve practices in educational settings,
including childcare centers and family partnerships. In the context of Collaborative Partnerships with
Families, Action Research involves reflecting on current practices, identifying areas for improvement, and
developing strategies to enhance collaboration and communication between families and educators. For
instance, a childcare center might conduct an Action Research project to examine the effectiveness of their
current communication strategies with families, and develop new approaches to engage parents and
caregivers in their children's education.

Active Listening is a communication strategy that involves fully attending to and comprehending the
message being conveyed by another person. In the context of Collaborative Partnerships with Families,
Active Listening is essential for building trust and understanding between families and educators. For
example, when a parent expresses a concern about their child's development, an educator who practices
Active Listening will paraphrase the parent's statement, ask clarifying questions, and respond in a way that
acknowledges the parent's feelings and concerns.

Atelier is a French term that refers to a workshop or studio where artists and craftspeople work together to
create and learn. In the context of the Reggio Emilia Approach, an Atelier is a dedicated space where
children can engage in project-based learning and exploration, using a variety of materials and tools to
express their creativity and imagination. For instance, a childcare center might establish an Atelier where
children can work with a teacher or artist to create a mural or sculpture that reflects their interests and
ideas.

Authentic Assessment refers to the process of evaluating children's learning and development in a way that
is meaningful and relevant to their everyday experiences. In the context of Collaborative Partnerships with
Families, Authentic Assessment involves collaborating with parents and caregivers to identify and document
children's strengths and interests, and using this information to inform teaching and learning practices. For
example, a childcare center might use portfolios or learning stories to document children's progress and
share this information with families, who can then use it to support their child's learning at home.

Child-Led Learning is an approach to education that emphasizes the agency and autonomy of children in
the learning process. In the context of Collaborative Partnerships with Families, Child-Led Learning involves
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empowering children to take an active role in their own learning and development, and providing them
with the support and resources they need to pursue their interests and passions. For instance, a childcare
center might establish a child-led project where children are encouraged to explore and investigate topics
of their choice, with the support and guidance of educators and families.

Co-Construction refers to the process of collaborating with children, families, and educators to build and
create knowledge and understanding. In the context of Collaborative Partnerships with Families, Co-
Construction involves working together to develop and implement learning plans and activities that reflect
the interests and needs of children and families. For example, a childcare center might engage in Co-
Construction with families to develop a curriculum that incorporates community and cultural resources, and
provides opportunities for children to learn and grow in a supportive and inclusive environment.

Cognitive Development refers to the process of children's thinking and learning abilities, including their
problem-solving and decision-making skills. In the context of Collaborative Partnerships with Families,
Cognitive Development involves supporting and enhancing children's cognitive abilities through play-based
and project-based learning activities that encourage exploration and discovery. For instance, a childcare
center might provide children with puzzles and brain teasers to challenge their critical thinking skills, and
engage families in activities that promote math and science literacy.

Collaborative Partnerships with Families refer to the process of working together with parents and
caregivers to support and enhance children's learning and development. In the context of the Reggio Emilia
Approach, Collaborative Partnerships with Families involve building and sustaining relationships with
families, and engaging them in the learning and teaching process. For example, a childcare center might
establish a parent-teacher organization to facilitate communication and collaboration between families and
educators, and provide opportunities for families to participate in decision-making and planning processes.

Community-Based Learning refers to the process of engaging children in real-world learning experiences
that connect them to their community and culture. In the context of Collaborative Partnerships with
Families, Community-Based Learning involves partnering with local organizations and businesses to provide
children with opportunities to learn and grow in a authentic and meaningful way. For instance, a childcare
center might establish a community garden where children can learn about sustainability and nutrition, and
engage families in activities that promote cultural and linguistic diversity.

Cultural Competence refers to the ability to understand and appreciate the cultural and linguistic diversity
of children and families. In the context of Collaborative Partnerships with Families, Cultural Competence
involves recognizing and valuing the cultural and linguistic backgrounds of families, and incorporating these
into teaching and learning practices. For example, a childcare center might provide multilingual support and
cultural programming to reflect the diversity of the families they serve, and engage families in activities that
promote cultural and linguistic awareness.

Curriculum refers to the content and structure of a educational program, including the goals and objectives
of the learning process. In the context of Collaborative Partnerships with Families, Curriculum involves
developing and implementing learning plans and activities that reflect the interests and needs of children
and families. For instance, a childcare center might develop a project-based curriculum that integrates math,
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science, and language arts with art and music, and engages families in activities that promote learning and
development.

Developmentally Appropriate Practice refers to the process of tailoring teaching and learning practices to
the unique needs and abilities of each child. In the context of Collaborative Partnerships with Families,
Developmentally Appropriate Practice involves recognizing and responding to the individual needs and
interests of children, and providing them with support and resources to learn and grow at their own pace.
For example, a childcare center might provide individualized learning plans and support services to children
with special needs, and engage families in activities that promote inclusion and diversity.

Diversity refers to the variety and range of cultural, linguistic, and ability backgrounds of children and
families. In the context of Collaborative Partnerships with Families, Diversity involves celebrating and valuing
the unique perspectives and experiences of families, and creating an inclusive and welcoming environment
that reflects the diversity of the community. For instance, a childcare center might provide multilingual
support and cultural programming to reflect the diversity of the families they serve, and engage families in
activities that promote cultural and linguistic awareness.

Documentation refers to the process of recording and reflecting on children's learning and development,
including their progress and achievements. In the context of Collaborative Partnerships with Families,
Documentation involves sharing and communicating with families about their child's learning and
development, and using this information to inform teaching and learning practices. For example, a childcare
center might use portfolios or learning stories to document children's progress and share this information
with families, who can then use it to support their child's learning at home.

Early Childhood Education refers to the period of education that spans from birth to age eight, and involves
the development of cognitive, social, emotional, and physical skills. In the context of Collaborative
Partnerships with Families, Early Childhood Education involves supporting and enhancing children's learning
and development during this critical period, and engaging families in the learning and teaching process. For
instance, a childcare center might provide play-based learning activities that promote cognitive and social
development, and engage families in activities that support language and literacy development.

Emotional Intelligence refers to the ability to recognize and understand one's own emotions and the
emotions of others. In the context of Collaborative Partnerships with Families, Emotional Intelligence
involves supporting and enhancing children's emotional and social skills, and engaging families in activities
that promote emotional and social awareness. For example, a childcare center might provide social-
emotional learning activities that promote self-awareness and self-regulation, and engage families in
activities that support emotional and social development.

Empowerment refers to the process of enabling children and families to take control of their own learning
and development. In the context of Collaborative Partnerships with Families, Empowerment involves
providing children and families with the support and resources they need to make informed decisions and
take action to improve their own lives. For instance, a childcare center might provide parent-teacher
training and support services to empower families to advocate for their child's needs and interests.
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Family-Centered Practice refers to the approach of placing families at the center of the education and care
process, and engaging them in decision-making and planning processes. In the context of Collaborative
Partnerships with Families, Family-Centered Practice involves building and sustaining relationships with
families, and empowering them to take an active role in their child's learning and development. For
example, a childcare center might establish a parent-teacher organization to facilitate communication and
collaboration between families and educators, and provide opportunities for families to participate in
decision-making and planning processes.

Holistic Education refers to the approach of integrating cognitive, social, emotional, and physical aspects of
children's learning and development. In the context of Collaborative Partnerships with Families, Holistic
Education involves supporting and enhancing children's overall well-being and development, and engaging
families in activities that promote healthy and positive lifestyles. For instance, a childcare center might
provide mindfulness and yoga activities to promote emotional and physical well-being, and engage families
in activities that support nutrition and health education.

Inclusive Education refers to the approach of valuing and supporting the diversity of children's needs and
abilities, and creating an inclusive and welcoming environment that reflects the diversity of the community.
In the context of Collaborative Partnerships with Families, Inclusive Education involves recognizing and
responding to the unique needs and interests of children and families, and providing them with the support
and resources they need to learn and grow in a supportive and inclusive environment. For example, a
childcare center might provide individualized learning plans and support services to children with special
needs, and engage families in activities that promote inclusion and diversity.

Inquiry-Based Learning refers to the process of encouraging children to explore and investigate topics of
interest to them, and supporting them in their learning and discovery. In the context of Collaborative
Partnerships with Families, Inquiry-Based Learning involves engaging families in the learning and teaching
process, and providing them with the support and resources they need to facilitate their child's learning and
development. For instance, a childcare center might provide project-based learning activities that promote
critical thinking and problem-solving skills, and engage families in activities that support science and math
literacy.

Intergenerational Learning refers to the process of bringing together people of different ages and
backgrounds to learn and grow together. In the context of Collaborative Partnerships with Families,
Intergenerational Learning involves engaging families and children in activities that promote social and
cultural exchange, and supporting them in their learning and development. For example, a childcare center
might establish an intergenerational program that brings together children, families, and seniors to learn
and grow together, and engage in activities that promote cultural and linguistic awareness.

Learning Stories refer to the process of documenting and reflecting on children's learning and development,
including their progress and achievements. In the context of Collaborative Partnerships with Families,
Learning Stories involve sharing and communicating with families about their child's learning and
development, and using this information to inform teaching and learning practices. For instance, a childcare
center might use learning stories to document children's progress and share this information with families,
who can then use it to support their child's learning at home.
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Mindfulness refers to the practice of being present and fully engaged in the moment, and cultivating a
sense of awareness and acceptance. In the context of Collaborative Partnerships with Families, Mindfulness
involves supporting and enhancing children's emotional and social skills, and engaging families in activities
that promote mindfulness and well-being. For example, a childcare center might provide mindfulness and
yoga activities to promote emotional and physical well-being, and engage families in activities that support
healthy and positive lifestyles.

Parent-Teacher Partnerships refer to the process of collaborating with parents and caregivers to support and
enhance children's learning and development. In the context of Collaborative Partnerships with Families,
Parent-Teacher Partnerships involve building and sustaining relationships with families, and engaging them
in the learning and teaching process. For instance, a childcare center might establish a parent-teacher
organization to facilitate communication and collaboration between families and educators, and provide
opportunities for families to participate in decision-making and planning processes.

Play-Based Learning refers to the process of using play as a vehicle for learning and development. In the
context of Collaborative Partnerships with Families, Play-Based Learning involves supporting and enhancing
children's cognitive, social, emotional, and physical skills through play and exploration. For example, a
childcare center might provide play-based learning activities that promote math and science literacy, and
engage families in activities that support language and literacy development.

Project-Based Learning refers to the process of engaging children in in-depth and meaningful learning
experiences that integrate multiple subjects and skills. In the context of Collaborative Partnerships with
Families, Project-Based Learning involves collaborating with families to develop and implement learning
plans and activities that reflect the interests and needs of children and families. For instance, a childcare
center might provide project-based learning activities that promote critical thinking and problem-solving
skills, and engage families in activities that support science and math literacy.

Reggio Emilia Approach refers to the educational philosophy developed by Loris Malaguzzi, which
emphasizes the importance of child-led learning, collaboration, and community involvement. In the context
of Collaborative Partnerships with Families, the Reggio Emilia Approach involves building and sustaining
relationships with families, and engaging them in the learning and teaching process. For example, a
childcare center might establish a Reggio Emilia-inspired program that emphasizes child-led learning,
collaboration, and community involvement, and engage families in activities that promote learning and
development.

Social-Emotional Learning refers to the process of supporting and enhancing children's social and
emotional skills, including their self-awareness, self-regulation, and relationship skills. In the context of
Collaborative Partnerships with Families, Social-Emotional Learning involves engaging families in activities
that promote social and emotional awareness, and providing them with the support and resources they
need to support their child's social and emotional development. For instance, a childcare center might
provide social-emotional learning activities that promote self-awareness and self-regulation, and engage
families in activities that support emotional and social development.

Sustainability refers to the process of supporting and enhancing the environment and community in which
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children and families live and learn. In the context of Collaborative Partnerships with Families, Sustainability
involves engaging families in activities that promote environmental and community awareness, and
providing them with the support and resources they need to support their child's learning and development
in a sustainable and responsible way. For example, a childcare center might provide environmental
education activities that promote sustainability and conservation, and engage families in activities that
support community and social responsibility.

Transitions refer to the process of supporting children and families as they move from one stage of life to
another, such as from preschool to kindergarten. In the context of Collaborative Partnerships with Families,
Transitions involve collaborating with families to develop and implement transition plans and activities that
support children's learning and development during times of change. For instance, a childcare center might
provide transition activities that promote social and emotional preparation for kindergarten, and engage
families in activities that support communication and collaboration with kindergarten teachers and staff.
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