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Professional Certificate in Wind Energy Law and Regulation

Dispute Resolution and Arbitration in Wind Projects

Arbitration Agreement – A written commitment by the parties to submit any dispute arising from the wind
project contract to arbitration instead of court litigation.
Related terms: Arbitration Clause, Governing Law, Jurisdiction.
Explanation: The agreement defines the scope of disputes, the chosen arbitration institution, and procedural
rules.
Example: A developer and turbine supplier sign an agreement stating that all claims under the EPC contract
will be resolved by arbitration under the ICC Rules.
Practical application: Enables faster, confidential resolution and reduces exposure to local court biases.
Challenges: Drafting a comprehensive agreement that anticipates future technology changes and regulatory
shifts can be complex.

Arbitration Clause – A specific provision within a wind project contract that obligates the parties to resolve
disputes through arbitration.
Related terms: Arbitration Agreement, Dispute Resolution Clause, Force Majeure.
Explanation: The clause typically identifies the arbitration institution, seat, language, and number of
arbitrators.
Example: A PPA includes a clause stating that any disagreement over payment calculations will be settled by
a three‑member panel in London.
Practical application: Provides certainty and can be tailored to the technical nature of wind‑energy disputes.
Challenges: Overly narrow clauses may be challenged as unenforceable if they exclude certain types of
claims.

Arbitration Institution – An organization that administers arbitration proceedings, providing rules,
secretariat services, and panel selection.
Related terms: Arbitration Rules, Arbitration Venue, Arbitration Costs.
Explanation: Institutions such as the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC), London Court of
International Arbitration (LCIA), and the American Arbitration Association (AAA) are commonly chosen for
cross‑border wind projects.
Example: A joint venture between a U.S. investor and a Danish turbine manufacturer selects the ICC as its
administering body.
Practical application: Institutional support offers procedural consistency and credibility, especially in
multi‑jurisdictional projects.
Challenges: Institutional fees can be high; parties must assess whether institutional or ad‑hoc arbitration
better suits their needs.

Arbitration Rules – The procedural framework governing the conduct of arbitration, issued by the chosen
institution or agreed upon by the parties.
Related terms: Arbitration Institution, Arbitration Procedure, Arbitration Award.
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Explanation: Rules cover notice periods, document production, hearing logistics, and the issuance of awards.
Example: The LCIA Rules allow parties to request interim measures to protect turbine components during a
dispute.
Practical application: Clear rules help manage complex technical evidence, such as aerodynamic
performance data.
Challenges: Rigid rules may limit flexibility needed for highly specialized wind‑energy issues.

Arbitration Venue – The legal seat where the arbitration is deemed to be located, determining the
applicable procedural law.
Related terms: Arbitration Institution, Governing Law, Enforcement of Awards.
Explanation: The venue influences the court’s supervisory powers and the enforceability of the award.
Example: Selecting “New York, USA” as the venue subjects the arbitration to the New York Convention’s
supportive framework.
Practical application: A neutral venue reduces perceived bias, especially when parties are from competing
jurisdictions.
Challenges: Venue selection may affect costs, travel logistics, and the availability of expert witnesses.

Arbitration Procedure – The step‑by‑step process through which an arbitration proceeds, from notice of
arbitration to award issuance.
Related terms: Arbitration Rules, Arbitration Hearing, Document Production.
Explanation: Typical stages include filing a request, appointing arbitrators, exchange of pleadings, evidence
gathering, hearings, and the final award.
Example: In a dispute over turbine warranty claims, the parties follow a streamlined procedure that limits
hearings to a single day.
Practical application: Efficient procedures help keep projects on schedule, avoiding costly delays.
Challenges: Complex technical disputes may require extended expert testimony, stretching procedural
timelines.

Arbitration Award – The final, binding decision rendered by the arbitrators, determining the rights and
obligations of the parties.
Related terms: Arbitration Procedure, Enforcement of Awards, Appeal.
Explanation: Awards may include monetary damages, specific performance, or injunctive relief, and are
usually written and signed.
Example: An award orders the turbine manufacturer to pay liquidated damages for missed commissioning
dates.
Practical application: Awards provide a definitive resolution, allowing parties to move forward with
construction or operation.
Challenges: Limited grounds for appeal can make parties wary of potential errors in complex technical
findings.

Arbitration Costs – The financial expenses associated with conducting arbitration, including arbitrators’ fees,
institutional charges, legal representation, and expert witness fees.
Related terms: Arbitration Institution, Cost Allocation, Fee Shifting.
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Explanation: Costs are generally allocated according to the arbitration agreement or the institution’s rules.
Example: The parties agree that each will bear its own legal costs, while arbitrator fees will be split equally.
Practical application: Transparent cost provisions help parties budget for dispute resolution within the
overall project finance model.
Challenges: Unexpected expert fees in wind‑technology disputes can inflate budgets, leading to disputes
over cost allocation.

Arbitration Panel – The group of arbitrators (usually one, three, or five) appointed to hear and decide the
dispute.
Related terms: Arbitration Procedure, Arbitrator Selection, Conflict of Interest.
Explanation: Panels are selected for expertise, impartiality, and independence; parties may each name a
member, with a third acting as chair.
Example: For a turbine performance dispute, the panel includes an engineering specialist, a commercial
arbitrator, and a neutral chair.
Practical application: Technical expertise on the panel enhances the quality of factual determinations in
wind‑energy cases.
Challenges: Finding arbitrators with both legal and wind‑technology knowledge can be difficult, especially
in emerging markets.

Arbitration Confidentiality – The principle that arbitration proceedings, documents, and awards are kept
private, unless the parties agree otherwise.
Related terms: Confidentiality Clause, Public Disclosure, Sensitive Commercial Information.
Explanation: Confidentiality protects proprietary turbine designs, financial models, and strategic plans.
Example: The parties agree that all expert reports on blade fatigue analysis will remain confidential.
Practical application: Confidentiality encourages open exchange of technical data without fear of
competitive harm.
Challenges: Courts in some jurisdictions may order disclosure, and enforcement of confidentiality can be
problematic across borders.

Arbitration Enforcement – The process of seeking recognition and execution of an arbitral award in a
national court.
Related terms: New York Convention, Enforcement Proceedings, Recognition of Awards.
Explanation: Enforcement relies on the treaty framework of the 1958 New York Convention, which most
wind‑energy project jurisdictions have ratified.
Example: A developer obtains an award in Switzerland and enforces it in the United Kingdom to collect
damages.
Practical application: Effective enforcement ensures that awarded remedies are realized, safeguarding
project cash flow.
Challenges: Sovereign immunity, public policy objections, or procedural defects can impede enforcement in
certain countries.

Arbitration Appeal – A limited right to challenge an arbitral award in a national court, typically on grounds
such as procedural irregularities or excess of jurisdiction.
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Related terms: Enforcement of Awards, Grounds for Annulment, Finality.
Explanation: Most arbitration systems emphasize finality; appeals are rare and narrowly construed.
Example: A party seeks annulment of an award on the basis that the arbitrators failed to disclose a conflict
of interest.
Practical application: Understanding appeal limits helps parties assess the risk of award reversal.
Challenges: Differing national standards for annulment can create uncertainty for cross‑border wind
projects.

Arbitration Settlement – An agreement reached by the parties during the arbitration process, often resulting
in the dismissal of the award.
Related terms: Mediation, Settlement Agreement, Confidentiality.
Explanation: Settlements can be formalized in a consent award, preserving confidentiality while concluding
the dispute.
Example: Parties settle a turbine performance dispute by agreeing on a revised payment schedule,
documented in a consent award.
Practical application: Settlement reduces costs, preserves business relationships, and avoids prolonged
uncertainty.
Challenges: Negotiating fair terms while maintaining technical integrity can be delicate.

Bid Protest – A formal objection raised by an interested party concerning the award of a wind‑farm
construction contract, alleging procedural irregularities or unfair evaluation.
Related terms: Procurement Process, Contract Award, Remedies.
Explanation: Bid protests may be resolved through administrative review, litigation, or arbitration,
depending on the jurisdiction.
Example: A turbine supplier files a protest alleging that the EPC contract was awarded without proper
technical assessment.
Practical application: Effective protest mechanisms protect competitive fairness and encourage transparent
procurement.
Challenges: Prolonged protests can delay project timelines and increase financing costs.

Change Order – A written amendment to the original contract that modifies scope, price, or schedule, often
arising from unforeseen site conditions or regulatory changes.
Related terms: Variation Clause, Force Majeure, Liquidated Damages.
Explanation: Change orders must be documented, signed, and may trigger dispute resolution if parties
disagree on impacts.
Example: A change order adds a new substation to accommodate an upgraded grid interconnection.
Practical application: Properly managed change orders keep the project on track and reduce the likelihood
of arbitration.
Challenges: Disagreements over cost allocation for changes are a common source of disputes.

Construction Phase Dispute – A disagreement arising during the building of the wind farm, typically
involving delays, quality issues, or payment disputes.
Related terms: Performance Bond, Retention, Delay Claim.
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Explanation: Construction disputes often involve technical assessments of workmanship, compliance with
specifications, and schedule adherence.
Example: The owner alleges that turbine installation did not meet the specified foundation depth, leading to
a claim for remedial work.
Practical application: Early dispute resolution mechanisms, such as site inspections and expert panels, can
mitigate escalation.
Challenges: Complex engineering issues can make factual determinations time‑consuming and expensive.

Contractual Indemnity – A provision whereby one party agrees to compensate the other for certain losses,
liabilities, or claims arising from the contract.
Related terms: Indemnity Clause, Insurance, Risk Allocation.
Explanation: Indemnities may cover third‑party claims, regulatory fines, or damages caused by negligence.
Example: The turbine supplier indemnifies the project developer for any patent infringement claims related
to blade technology.
Practical application: Indemnities shift financial risk and provide a contractual safety net.
Challenges: Broad indemnities can be contested for being overly expansive or uncertain in scope.

Confidentiality Clause – A contractual provision that obligates parties to keep certain information, such as
technical data or commercial terms, private.
Related terms: Arbitration Confidentiality, Non‑Disclosure Agreement, Trade Secrets.
Explanation: Confidentiality clauses are essential in wind projects to protect proprietary turbine designs and
financing structures.
Example: The EPC contract includes a clause that all testing results remain confidential until public release.
Practical application: Enforces privacy during dispute resolution, especially when expert reports contain
sensitive data.
Challenges: Breach of confidentiality can lead to separate litigation and damage reputations.

Counter‑Claim – A claim made by the respondent in an arbitration, asserting that the claimant is liable for
damages or other relief.
Related terms: Primary Claim, Set‑Off, Cross‑Claim.
Explanation: Counter‑claims must be filed within the procedural timelines set by the arbitration rules.
Example: The turbine manufacturer files a counter‑claim alleging that the developer failed to provide site
access, causing additional costs.
Practical application: Allows parties to address all related disputes in a single proceeding, promoting
efficiency.
Challenges: Determining the appropriate jurisdiction and evidentiary standards for counter‑claims can be
intricate.

Cross‑Claim – A claim brought by one party against another party in the same arbitration, typically involving
a third party’s rights or obligations.
Related terms: Counter‑Claim, Joinder, Third‑Party Intervention.
Explanation: Cross‑claims are permissible when the parties’ contracts create mutual obligations that give
rise to reciprocal claims.
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Example: The O&M contractor files a cross‑claim against the EPC contractor for alleged design deficiencies
that caused maintenance issues.
Practical application: Consolidates related disputes, reducing duplication of evidence and expert testimony.
Challenges: Managing procedural complexity when multiple claims intersect.

Delay Claim – A request for compensation arising from a project schedule extension caused by the other
party’s breach or a force‑majeure event.
Related terms: Liquidated Damages, Extension of Time, Schedule Impact.
Explanation: Delay claims require detailed program analysis, often using Critical Path Method (CPM) or
Earned Value Management (EVM).
Example: The contractor submits a claim for additional costs due to a grid‑connection delay caused by
regulatory approval lag.
Practical application: Accurate documentation of delays is crucial for successful claim substantiation.
Challenges: Disputes over causation and the appropriate calculation method can be highly technical.

Dispute Resolution Clause – A general term for contract provisions that outline the mechanisms for
resolving disagreements, including negotiation, mediation, arbitration, or litigation.
Related terms: Arbitration Clause, Mediation Clause, Escalation Procedure.
Explanation: The clause may prescribe a step‑by‑step escalation, starting with informal talks, followed by
mediation, and finally arbitration.
Example: A wind‑farm joint venture agreement includes a three‑tiered clause: (1) senior‑management
negotiation, (2) mediation under the ICC, (3) arbitration in Singapore.
Practical application: Structured resolution pathways reduce the likelihood of abrupt litigation.
Challenges: Poorly drafted clauses can be deemed ambiguous, leading to procedural disputes.

Enforceability – The legal capacity of a contract provision, such as an arbitration clause, to be upheld and
executed by a court.
Related terms: Public Policy, Validity, New York Convention.
Explanation: Enforceability depends on compliance with local law, absence of unconscionability, and
alignment with international treaty obligations.
Example: A court in Brazil upholds an arbitration clause despite a claim that it violates consumer protection
statutes.
Practical application: Ensuring enforceability at the drafting stage prevents later challenges that could derail
dispute resolution.
Challenges: Varying national approaches to arbitration can create uncertainty for multinational wind
projects.

Environmental Permit Dispute – A disagreement concerning the issuance, conditions, or revocation of
environmental approvals required for wind‑farm construction.
Related terms: Regulatory Approval, Compliance, Administrative Review.
Explanation: Such disputes may involve challenges to the adequacy of impact assessments, mitigation
measures, or procedural fairness.
Example: A developer contests a local authority’s decision to impose additional habitat protection measures
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that increase project cost.
Practical application: Early engagement with regulators and thorough documentation can reduce the risk of
disputes.
Challenges: Environmental permits are often subject to political change, making predictability difficult.

Force Majeure – A contractual excuse that relieves a party from performance obligations when an
extraordinary event beyond its control prevents fulfillment.
Related terms: Force Majeure Clause, Acts of God, Event of Default.
Explanation: In wind projects, force majeure may include extreme weather, civil unrest, or unexpected
regulatory changes.
Example: A cyclone damages turbine foundations, triggering a force majeure suspension of construction
obligations.
Practical application: Properly drafted clauses delineate notice requirements and the effect on schedule and
payments.
Challenges: Determining whether an event qualifies as force majeure can be contentious, often leading to
arbitration.

Force Majeure Clause – The specific contract provision that defines the scope, notice procedures, and
consequences of force majeure events.
Related terms: Force Majeure, Termination Clause, Delay Claim.
Explanation: The clause may list enumerated events, outline the parties’ mitigation duties, and specify
whether extensions or terminations are permitted.
Example: The EPC contract includes a clause allowing a 30‑day notice period and a schedule extension for
force majeure impacts.
Practical application: Clear language reduces ambiguity and aids swift resolution when events occur.
Challenges: Overly broad clauses may be deemed invalid, while narrow clauses may not cover unforeseen
risks.

Governing Law – The legal system selected by the parties to interpret and govern the contract, including
dispute‑resolution provisions.
Related terms: Jurisdiction, Choice of Law, Enforcement.
Explanation: Governing law determines substantive rights, such as liability limits, and procedural aspects like
arbitration rules applicability.
Example: A PPA specifies that the contract is governed by the laws of the State of Texas.
Practical application: Selecting a jurisdiction with a well‑developed commercial law framework can enhance
predictability.
Challenges: Conflicts may arise when the governing law differs from the seat of arbitration, leading to
complex legal interactions.

Grounds for Annulment – Specific reasons under the New York Convention or national law that allow a court
to set aside an arbitral award.
Related terms: Arbitration Appeal, Public Policy, Procedural Irregularity.
Explanation: Common grounds include lack of jurisdiction, violation of due‑process, or awards that
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contravene fundamental public policy.
Example: A court annuls an award because the arbitrators failed to disclose a financial relationship with one
of the parties.
Practical application: Understanding annulment risks helps parties craft robust arbitration agreements.
Challenges: Different jurisdictions interpret annulment grounds variably, creating uncertainty for
cross‑border projects.

Insurance – Risk‑transfer contracts that provide coverage for loss or damage, such as property, liability, or
business interruption, relevant to wind‑project operations.
Related terms: Performance Bond, Indemnity, Risk Allocation.
Explanation: Insurance policies may be required by lenders and may affect dispute resolution when claims
arise.
Example: A wind‑farm operator files a claim under its turbine‑damage insurance after a hailstorm causes
blade fractures.
Practical application: Proper insurance reduces financial exposure and can be a source of dispute if coverage
terms are ambiguous.
Challenges: Policy exclusions, sub‑limits, and ambiguous definitions of “damage” often lead to litigation or
arbitration.

Judicial Review – The process by which a court examines the legality of administrative actions, such as the
granting of permits or the enforcement of regulatory decisions.
Related terms: Administrative Appeal, Regulatory Approval, Enforcement.
Explanation: Judicial review may affect wind projects when authorities’ decisions are challenged on
procedural or substantive grounds.
Example: An operator seeks judicial review of a regulator’s refusal to extend a power‑purchase agreement
term.
Practical application: Anticipating potential judicial review can shape risk‑mitigation strategies in project
contracts.
Challenges: Courts may defer to technical expertise, making it difficult for parties to overturn regulatory
decisions.

Jurisdiction – The legal authority of a court or tribunal to hear and determine a dispute, often distinguished
from the seat of arbitration.
Related terms: Governing Law, Arbitration Venue, Enforcement.
Explanation: Jurisdictional issues arise when parties are from different countries or when a dispute involves
multiple legal regimes.
Example: A dispute is submitted to arbitration seated in Singapore, but enforcement is sought in the United
Kingdom.
Practical application: Clear jurisdictional clauses avoid conflicts over which court may intervene.
Challenges: Overlapping jurisdiction can lead to parallel proceedings, increasing costs and uncertainty.

Liquidated Damages – A pre‑agreed monetary amount stipulated in the contract to be payable for specific
breaches, such as delay in commissioning.
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Related terms: Delay Claim, Penalty Clause, Remedies.
Explanation: Liquidated damages are enforceable if they represent a genuine pre‑estimate of loss and are
not punitive.
Example: The EPC contract imposes $10,000 per day of delay beyond the agreed commissioning date.
Practical application: Provides a predictable remedy for schedule breaches, aiding financing models.
Challenges: Determining enforceability in jurisdictions that scrutinize penalty clauses can be contentious.

Mitigation – The duty of a party to take reasonable steps to reduce the impact of a breach or adverse event.
Related terms: Force Majeure, Duty to Cooperate, Remedies.
Explanation: Failure to mitigate can reduce recoverable damages in arbitration.
Example: After a turbine failure, the operator promptly orders replacement parts instead of waiting for the
manufacturer’s schedule, demonstrating mitigation.
Practical application: Documented mitigation efforts strengthen a party’s position in claim substantiation.
Challenges: Disagreements over what constitutes “reasonable” mitigation can be highly fact‑intensive.

Negotiation – An informal, flexible process by which parties attempt to resolve disputes through direct
communication without third‑party involvement.
Related terms: Escalation Procedure, Mediation, Dispute Resolution Clause.
Explanation: Negotiation is often the first step in a tiered dispute‑resolution framework.
Example: The developer and turbine OEM hold a negotiation session to resolve a warranty interpretation
issue.
Practical application: Successful negotiation can preserve commercial relationships and avoid costly
arbitration.
Challenges: Power imbalances or entrenched positions may limit effectiveness, leading to escalation.

Non‑Disclosure Agreement (NDA) – A contract that obligates parties to keep disclosed information
confidential, often used in pre‑contractual negotiations and during dispute resolution.
Related terms: Confidentiality Clause, Trade Secrets, Arbitration Confidentiality.
Explanation: NDAs protect proprietary data, such as turbine performance metrics, from public exposure.
Example: An NDA is signed before the developer shares site‑specific wind‑resource data with potential EPC
contractors.
Practical application: NDAs facilitate open technical discussions while safeguarding commercial interests.
Challenges: Breaches can lead to separate litigation and may affect the admissibility of evidence in
arbitration.

Notice of Arbitration – The formal document submitted by a claimant to initiate arbitration, outlining the
nature of the dispute, relief sought, and the parties involved.
Related terms: Arbitration Procedure, Arbitration Institution, Arbitration Costs.
Explanation: The notice must comply with the procedural requirements of the chosen rules, including timing
and service.
Example: The claimant files a notice stating that the turbine supplier failed to meet performance guarantees,
seeking damages.
Practical application: Accurate drafting of the notice prevents procedural challenges that could delay the
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process.
Challenges: Ambiguities in the notice may lead to jurisdictional disputes or objections to the arbitral
tribunal’s composition.

Obligation to Cooperate – A contractual duty requiring parties to work together in good faith to achieve
project milestones and resolve issues.
Related terms: Mitigation, Dispute Resolution Clause, Escalation Procedure.
Explanation: Cooperation obligations are often embedded in joint‑venture agreements and O&M contracts.
Example: The O&M contractor must provide timely maintenance reports to the owner, facilitating early
detection of performance issues.
Practical application: Encourages proactive problem‑solving, reducing the likelihood of disputes.
Challenges: Vague language can lead to differing interpretations, potentially triggering arbitration.

O&M Agreement – A contract governing the operation and maintenance of wind‑farm assets, typically
covering performance standards, monitoring, and reporting obligations.
Related terms: Performance Guarantee, Service Level Agreement, Force Majeure.
Explanation: O&M agreements often contain detailed provisions on turbine availability, corrective actions,
and penalty mechanisms.
Example: The O&M contractor agrees to maintain turbine availability above 95 % and is liable for any
shortfall.
Practical application: Clear O&M terms are critical for revenue certainty under a power‑purchase agreement.
Challenges: Disagreements over performance attribution (e.g., weather vs. maintenance) frequently lead to
arbitration.

Performance Bond – A security provided by a contractor to guarantee the satisfactory completion of its
obligations, often released upon successful project handover.
Related terms: Retention, Surety, Risk Allocation.
Explanation: Bonds protect the project owner against contractor default and may be called upon in case of
breach.
Example: The EPC contractor furnishes a 10 % performance bond issued by a reputable surety company.
Practical application: Bonds can be enforced without lengthy litigation, providing swift remedy.
Challenges: Determining the threshold for bond invocation can be disputed, especially when performance
shortfalls are marginal.

Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) – A long‑term contract between a wind‑farm developer and an off‑taker
(often a utility) that sets the price, quantity, and terms of electricity sales.
Related terms: Tariff, Renewable Energy Certificate, Force Majeure.
Explanation: PPAs are the cornerstone of project financing, providing predictable cash flows.
Example: A 20‑year PPA guarantees a fixed price of $45 per MWh for the generated electricity.
Practical application: PPAs often contain dispute‑resolution clauses to address disagreements over
metering, curtailment, or payment.
Challenges: Disputes may arise from regulatory changes affecting tariffs, requiring arbitration to interpret
contractual adjustments.
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Pre‑Arbitration Mediation – A mediation process conducted before the formal commencement of
arbitration, usually mandated by the arbitration rules or contract clause.
Related terms: Mediation Clause, Arbitration Procedure, Settlement.
Explanation: Mediation aims to resolve the dispute amicably, potentially avoiding the costs of full
arbitration.
Example: The parties engage a certified mediator to discuss turbine performance issues before filing a
notice of arbitration.
Practical application: Successful mediation can lead to a consent award, preserving confidentiality and
relationships.
Challenges: If mediation fails, parties must restart arbitration, possibly incurring additional delays.

Project Finance – A financing structure where lenders rely primarily on the cash flows of the wind project,
rather than the sponsors’ balance sheets, as repayment source.
Related terms: Lender‑Control Clause, Security Package, Debt Service.
Explanation: Project finance contracts often embed detailed covenants, including dispute‑resolution
mechanisms, to protect lenders’ interests.
Example: A syndicated loan facility includes a clause requiring arbitration for any disputes affecting debt
service.
Practical application: Lenders’ involvement influences the choice of arbitration venue and the selection of
arbitrators with financial expertise.
Challenges: Conflicts may emerge between sponsor‑preferred resolutions and lender‑mandated
procedures.

Qualified Expert – An individual possessing recognized expertise in a specialized field, such as wind‑turbine
aerodynamics, who may be appointed by the tribunal to assist in fact‑finding.
Related terms: Expert Witness, Technical Report, Arbitration Costs.
Explanation: Experts can be retained by parties or appointed by the arbitrators to provide independent
analysis.
Example: A qualified expert prepares a report on blade fatigue life to support a warranty claim.
Practical application: Expert input is crucial for interpreting complex engineering data and quantifying
damages.
Challenges: Disputes over expert independence, methodology, and fees can add layers of contention.

Regulatory Approval – The official authorization granted by governmental bodies permitting the
construction, operation, or interconnection of a wind farm.
Related terms: Environmental Permit, Grid Connection Agreement, Compliance.
Explanation: Approvals may be required at national, regional, and local levels, each with distinct procedural
requirements.
Example: The project obtains a generation licence from the national energy regulator after a public
consultation process.
Practical application: Contracts often allocate risk for approval delays, with clauses for extensions or
termination.
Challenges: Regulatory changes or political shifts can retroactively affect the validity of approvals, leading to
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disputes.

Remedies – The legal or equitable relief available to a party whose contractual rights have been infringed,
including damages, specific performance, or injunctions.
Related terms: Liquidated Damages, Specific Performance, Arbitration Award.
Explanation: In wind‑project disputes, remedies may target financial losses, delayed commissioning, or
performance shortfalls.
Example: An award orders the turbine supplier to replace non‑conforming blades within 60 days.
Practical application: Selecting appropriate remedies in the contract guides the arbitration tribunal’s
discretion.
Challenges: Some remedies, such as specific performance, may be difficult to enforce in cross‑border
contexts.

Retention – A portion of the contract price withheld by the project owner to ensure the contractor’s
completion of punch‑list items or remedial work.
Related terms: Performance Bond, Retention Release, Delay Claim.
Explanation: Retention amounts are typically released after final acceptance or after a specified maintenance
period.
Example: The EPC contract retains 5 % of each milestone payment, to be released upon successful
commissioning.
Practical application: Retention provides a financial incentive for timely defect correction, reducing
post‑completion disputes.
Challenges: Disagreements over the adequacy of defect remediation can result in arbitration over retention
release.

Risk Allocation – The process of assigning responsibility for various project risks among the parties, often
reflected in contractual clauses.
Related terms: Indemnity, Insurance, Force Majeure.
Explanation: Effective risk allocation balances the parties’ ability to manage and mitigate each risk.
Example: The developer assumes regulatory risk, while the turbine supplier assumes design‑risk.
Practical application: Clear allocation reduces the likelihood of disputes over who bears responsibility for
unforeseen events.
Challenges: Misallocation can create incentives for parties to shift costs, leading to contentious arbitration.

Scope of Arbitration – The definition of which disputes are subject to arbitration, as delineated in the
arbitration agreement or clause.
Related terms: Arbitration Clause, Exclusion Clause, Jurisdiction.
Explanation: Scope may be broad (all disputes) or limited (e.g., only technical disputes).
Example: The contract states that “any and all claims arising out of or relating to this agreement” are
arbitrable.
Practical application: A well‑defined scope prevents parties from arguing that a particular dispute falls
outside arbitration.
Challenges: Ambiguities can lead to parallel litigation, increasing costs and uncertainty.
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Set‑Off – The right of a party to offset amounts owed to it against amounts it owes to the other party, often
arising in the context of counter‑claims.
Related terms: Counter‑Claim, Netting, Payment Obligations.
Explanation: Set‑off provisions must be expressly granted in the contract to be enforceable.
Example: The developer withholds payment on the basis of a set‑off for alleged turbine under‑performance.
Practical application: Enables parties to resolve multiple financial claims without separate payments.
Challenges: Disputes may arise over the validity or calculation of the set‑off amount, prompting arbitration.

Settlement Agreement – A contract in which parties resolve their dispute, typically incorporating the terms
of the award or a mutually agreed resolution.
Related terms: Consent Award, Confidentiality, Release.
Explanation: The agreement may include provisions for payment, corrective actions, and release of further
claims.
Example: Parties sign a settlement agreement that the turbine supplier will provide upgraded software in
exchange for waiver of the developer’s claims.
Practical application: Finalizes the dispute and provides certainty for both parties, allowing project progress.
Challenges: Drafting comprehensive releases that cover all potential future claims can be intricate.

Surety – A third‑party entity that guarantees the performance of a contractual obligation, often issuing
performance or payment bonds.
Related terms: Performance Bond, Risk Allocation, Security Package</b
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