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Curriculum Design for Diverse Learners

Academic Accommodation refers to the provision of support services or modifications to the learning
environment to enable students with disabilities to access the curriculum and participate fully in academic
activities, this may include the use of assistive technology or the provision of note takers. Related terms
include Accessibility, Disability Support, and Inclusive Education. The concept of Academic Accommodation
is central to the design of curricula for diverse learners, as it recognizes that students may have different
needs and requirements in order to succeed academically. For example, a student with a visual impairment
may require the use of screen reading software to access digital materials, while a student with a hearing
impairment may require the use of sign language interpreters. The provision of Academic Accommodations
can help to level the playing field and ensure that all students have an equal opportunity to succeed.

Academic Language refers to the language and terminology used in academic settings, including the
language of instruction, the language of assessment, and the language of academic discourse. Related
terms include Academic Vocabulary, Discourse, and Language Support. The concept of Academic Language
is important in the design of curricula for diverse learners, as it recognizes that students may have different
levels of proficiency in the language of instruction. For example, students who are English language learners
may require additional support to develop their academic language skills, such as the use of bilingual
resources or the provision of language support services. The development of Academic Language skills is
critical for academic success, as it enables students to access and engage with the curriculum.

Adaptive Technology refers to the use of assistive technology to support students with disabilities, such as
text to speech software, screen readers, and speech to text software. Related terms include Assistive
Technology, Disability Support, and Inclusive Education. The concept of Adaptive Technology is central to
the design of curricula for diverse learners, as it recognizes that students may have different needs and
requirements in order to access the curriculum. For example, a student with a physical disability may require
the use of adaptive hardware, such as a mouth stick or foot pedals, to interact with digital materials. The use
of Adaptive Technology can help to promote independence and autonomy for students with disabilities.

Assessment Accommodation refers to the provision of modifications or adjustments to assessment
procedures to enable students with disabilities to demonstrate their knowledge and skills, this may include
the use of assistive technology or the provision of extra time. The concept of Assessment Accommodation is
important in the design of curricula for diverse learners, as it recognizes that students may have different
needs and requirements in order to demonstrate their knowledge and skills. For example, a student with a
learning disability may require the use of text to speech software to complete a written assessment, while a
student with a physical disability may require the use of adaptive hardware to complete a practical
assessment. The provision of Assessment Accommodations can help to ensure that all students have an
equal opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge and skills.

Assistive Technology refers to the use of technology to support students with disabilities, such as text to
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speech software, screen readers, and speech to text software. Related terms include Adaptive Technology,
Disability Support, and Inclusive Education. The concept of Assistive Technology is central to the design of
curricula for diverse learners, as it recognizes that students may have different needs and requirements in
order to access the curriculum. The use of Assistive Technology can help to promote independence and
autonomy for students with disabilities.

Cultural Diversity refers to the presence of different cultural groups within a society or community, each
with their own unique values, beliefs, and practices. Related terms include Cultural Sensitivity, Diversity, and
Inclusive Education. The concept of Cultural Diversity is important in the design of curricula for diverse
learners, as it recognizes that students from different cultural backgrounds may have different learning
styles and preferences. For example, students from collectivist cultures may prefer to work in groups, while
students from individualist cultures may prefer to work independently. The recognition of Cultural Diversity
can help to promote inclusion and equity in education.

Cultural Sensitivity refers to the ability to understand and appreciate the cultural differences and nuances of
students from diverse backgrounds, this may involve the use of culturally responsive teaching practices and
the incorporation of culturally relevant materials. Related terms include Cultural Diversity, Diversity, and
Inclusive Education. The concept of Cultural Sensitivity is important in the design of curricula for diverse
learners, as it recognizes that students from different cultural backgrounds may have different learning
styles and preferences. For example, teachers may use culturally responsive teaching practices, such as
incorporating culturally relevant examples and culturally sensitive language, to engage students from
diverse backgrounds. The use of Cultural Sensitivity can help to promote inclusion and equity in education.

Curriculum Design refers to the process of planning and developing a curriculum that meets the needs of
diverse learners, this may involve the use of inclusive teaching practices and the incorporation of diverse
perspectives and materials. Related terms include Inclusive Education, Diversity, and Curriculum
Development. The concept of Curriculum Design is central to the design of curricula for diverse learners, as
it recognizes that students may have different needs and requirements in order to succeed academically.
For example, teachers may use universal design principles to develop a curriculum that is accessible and
engaging for all students, regardless of their abilities or backgrounds. The use of Curriculum Design can
help to promote inclusion and equity in education.

Diversity refers to the presence of different groups within a society or community, each with their own
unique characteristics, experiences, and perspectives. Related terms include Cultural Diversity, Inclusive
Education, and Curriculum Design. The concept of Diversity is important in the design of curricula for
diverse learners, as it recognizes that students from different backgrounds may have different learning
styles and preferences. For example, students from diverse linguistic backgrounds may require additional
language support, while students from diverse cultural backgrounds may require additional cultural
support. The recognition of Diversity can help to promote inclusion and equity in education.

Disability Support refers to the provision of services and resources to support students with disabilities, such
as academic accommodations, assistive technology, and counseling services. Related terms include Inclusive
Education, Accessibility, and Adaptive Technology. The concept of Disability Support is central to the design
of curricula for diverse learners, as it recognizes that students with disabilities may have different needs and
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requirements in order to succeed academically. For example, students with physical disabilities may require
the use of adaptive hardware, while students with learning disabilities may require the use of assistive
technology. The provision of Disability Support can help to promote independence and autonomy for
students with disabilities.

English Language Learner refers to a student who is learning English as a second language, this may involve
the use of language support services, such as bilingual resources and language instruction. Related terms
include Language Support, English as a Second Language, and Bilingual Education. The concept of English
Language Learner is important in the design of curricula for diverse learners, as it recognizes that students
who are learning English as a second language may have different learning styles and preferences. For
example, teachers may use culturally responsive teaching practices, such as incorporating culturally relevant
examples and culturally sensitive language, to engage English language learners. The use of Language
Support can help to promote inclusion and equity in education.

Gifted and Talented refers to students who have exceptional abilities or talents in a particular area, such as
academics, arts, or athletics. Related terms include Special Education, Inclusive Education, and Curriculum
Design. The concept of Gifted and Talented is important in the design of curricula for diverse learners, as it
recognizes that students with exceptional abilities or talents may have different learning styles and
preferences. For example, teachers may use differentiated instruction to challenge Gifted and Talented
students, such as providing advanced materials or enrichment activities. The use of differentiated instruction
can help to promote engagement and motivation for Gifted and Talented students.

Inclusive Education refers to the practice of educating all students in a inclusive and supportive learning

environment, regardless of their abilities, backgrounds, or circumstances. Related terms include Diversity,
Curriculum Design, and Disability Support. The concept of Inclusive Education is central to the design of

curricula for diverse learners, as it recognizes that all students have the right to a high-quality education.
The use of Inclusive Education can help to promote inclusion and equity in education.

Language Support refers to the provision of services and resources to support students who are learning a
new language, such as language instruction, bilingual resources, and language tutoring. Related terms
include English Language Learner, Bilingual Education, and English as a Second Language. The concept of
Language Support is important in the design of curricula for diverse learners, as it recognizes that students
who are learning a new language may have different learning styles and preferences. For example, teachers
may use culturally responsive teaching practices, such as incorporating culturally relevant examples and
culturally sensitive language, to engage language learners.

Learning Disability refers to a neurological disorder that affects an individual's ability to learn and process
information, such as dyslexia, dysgraphia, and dyscalculia. Related terms include Disability Support,
Adaptive Technology, and Inclusive Education. The concept of Learning Disability is important in the design
of curricula for diverse learners, as it recognizes that students with learning disabilities may have different
learning styles and preferences. For example, teachers may use assistive technology, such as text to speech
software, to support students with learning disabilities. The use of assistive technology can help to promote
independence and autonomy for students with learning disabilities.
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Multicultural Education refers to the practice of educating students about diverse cultures and perspectives,
with the goal of promoting understanding, acceptance, and appreciation of different cultures. The concept
of Multicultural Education is important in the design of curricula for diverse learners, as it recognizes that
students from different cultural backgrounds may have different learning styles and preferences. The use of
Multicultural Education can help to promote inclusion and equity in education.

Response to Intervention refers to a framework for providing interventions and support to students who are
struggling academically, with the goal of preventing learning difficulties and promoting academic success.
Related terms include Inclusive Education, Disability Support, and Curriculum Design. The concept of
Response to Intervention is important in the design of curricula for diverse learners, as it recognizes that
students may have different learning styles and preferences. For example, teachers may use differentiated
instruction to provide targeted interventions and support to students who are struggling academically. The
use of Response to Intervention can help to promote engagement and motivation for students who are
struggling academically.

Special Education refers to the practice of educating students with special needs, such as disabilities,
giftedness, or talents, with the goal of promoting academic success and independence. The concept of
Special Education is important in the design of curricula for diverse learners, as it recognizes that students
with special needs may have different learning styles and preferences. For example, teachers may use
individualized instruction to provide targeted interventions and support to students with special needs. The
use of Special Education can help to promote inclusion and equity in education.

Universal Design refers to the practice of designing curricula and instruction that is accessible and engaging
for all students, regardless of their abilities or backgrounds. Related terms include Inclusive Education,
Curriculum Design, and Disability Support. The concept of Universal Design is central to the design of
curricula for diverse learners, as it recognizes that all students have the right to a high-quality education.
The use of Universal Design can help to promote inclusion and equity in education.

Visual Impairment refers to a visual disability that affects an individual's ability to see and interpret visual
information, such as blindness or low vision. The concept of Visual Impairment is important in the design of
curricula for diverse learners, as it recognizes that students with visual impairments may have different
learning styles and preferences. For example, teachers may use assistive technology, such as screen readers,
to support students with visual impairments. The use of assistive technology can help to promote
independence and autonomy for students with visual impairments.
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