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Postgraduate Certificate in Legal History (United Kingdom)

Contemporary Debates in Legal History

Abridgement refers to the process of summarizing or condensing a large amount of information, often used
in legal contexts to summarize long documents or cases. In the context of Contemporary Debates in Legal
History, abridgement is used to simplify complex historical legal texts, making them more accessible to
researchers and scholars. Related terms include abstract, summary, and digest.

Accessory can refer to a person who assists or facilitates the commission of a crime, but is not the primary
perpetrator. In legal history, the concept of accessory has evolved over time, with different jurisdictions
developing their own laws and regulations regarding accessories to crime. For example, in English law, an
accessory can be liable for the same punishment as the principal offender.

Act of Parliament is a law passed by the Parliament of the United Kingdom, which has the power to create,
amend, or repeal laws. In the context of legal history, Acts of Parliament have played a significant role in
shaping the development of English law, with many important statutes being passed over the centuries.
Related terms include statute, legislation, and enactment.

Administrative law refers to the body of law that governs the administration of government and public
agencies. In the context of Contemporary Debates in Legal History, administrative law is an important area
of study, as it has evolved significantly over time, with changing notions of sovereignty and the role of the
state.

Adversarial system is a legal system in which two or more parties present their cases to an impartial judge
or jury, who then makes a decision based on the evidence presented. In the context of legal history, the
adversarial system has its roots in medieval England, where it developed as a means of resolving disputes
between parties. Related terms include inquisitorial system and accusatorial system.

Amnesty refers to a pardon or forgiveness granted to individuals or groups for past offenses or
wrongdoing. In the context of Contemporary Debates in Legal History, amnesty is an important concept, as
it has been used throughout history to address issues of justice, accountability, and reconciliation.

Ancient lights is a doctrine in English law that protects the right of a landowner to receive natural light
through their windows. In the context of legal history, the doctrine of ancient lights has its roots in medieval
law, where it was recognized as a means of protecting the rights of property owners.

Appeal refers to the process of challenging a decision made by a lower court or tribunal. In the context of
legal history, the right of appeal has evolved significantly over time, with changing notions of justice and
the role of the judiciary. Related terms include appellate court, appeal court, and court of appeal.

Arbitration is a process of dispute resolution in which a neutral third party makes a binding decision. In the
context of Contemporary Debates in Legal History, arbitration is an important area of study, as it has been
used throughout history as a means of resolving disputes between parties.
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Assize refers to a periodical court that was held in medieval England to try cases and administer justice. In
the context of legal history, the assize played a significant role in the development of English law, as it was a
means of bringing justice to local communities. Related terms include assize court and circuit court.

Attorney-general is a senior law officer who represents the state or government in legal proceedings. In the
context of Contemporary Debates in Legal History, the attorney-general has played a significant role in
shaping the development of English law, with responsibilities including advising the government on legal
matters.

Bail refers to the release of a person from custody, usually on condition that they will appear in court at a
later date. In the context of legal history, the concept of bail has evolved significantly over time, with
changing notions of liberty and the role of the state. Related terms include bail bond and surety.

Bill of rights is a document that sets out the fundamental rights and freedoms of individuals. In the context
of Contemporary Debates in Legal History, the bill of rights is an important concept, as it has been used
throughout history to protect the rights of citizens and promote social justice.

Canon law refers to the body of law that governs the Catholic Church and its members. In the context of
legal history, canon law has played a significant role in shaping the development of Western law, with many
principles and concepts being incorporated into secular law.

Case law refers to the body of law that is based on judicial decisions and precedents. In the context of
Contemporary Debates in Legal History, case law is an important area of study, as it has evolved
significantly over time, with changing notions of justice and the role of the judiciary.

Chancery is a court that has equitable jurisdiction, meaning that it can provide remedies that are not
available in common law courts. In the context of legal history, the Court of Chancery played a significant
role in the development of English law, as it was a means of providing relief to individuals who had been
denied justice in common law courts.

Civil law refers to the body of law that governs relationships between individuals and organizations. In the
context of Contemporary Debates in Legal History, civil law is an important area of study, as it has evolved
significantly over time, with changing notions of rights and obligations.

Codification refers to the process of collecting and organizing laws into a single code or document. In the
context of legal history, codification has played a significant role in shaping the development of law, with
many jurisdictions adopting codes of law to clarify and simplify their legal systems.

Common law refers to the body of law that is based on custom, tradition, and judicial decisions. In the
context of Contemporary Debates in Legal History, common law is an important area of study, as it has
evolved significantly over time, with changing notions of justice and the role of the judiciary.

Constitution refers to the document that sets out the fundamental principles and structures of a state or
government. In the context of legal history, the constitution has played a significant role in shaping the
development of law, with many countries adopting constitutions to establish the framework of their legal
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systems.

Contract law refers to the body of law that governs agreements between individuals and organizations. In
the context of Contemporary Debates in Legal History, contract law is an important area of study, as it has
evolved significantly over time, with changing notions of obligations and responsibility.

Conveyancing refers to the process of transferring ownership of property from one person to another. In
the context of legal history, conveyancing has played a significant role in shaping the development of
English law, with many statutes and regulations governing the transfer of property.

Copyright refers to the exclusive right to reproduce, distribute, and display a creative work. In the context of
Contemporary Debates in Legal History, copyright is an important concept, as it has evolved significantly
over time, with changing notions of ownership and intellectual property.

Coroner is a public official who is responsible for investigating deaths and determining their cause. In the
context of legal history, the coroner has played a significant role in shaping the development of English law,
with many inquests and inquiries being held to investigate suspicious deaths.

Council is a group of people who are elected or appointed to make decisions on behalf of a community or
organization. In the context of Contemporary Debates in Legal History, the council has played a significant
role in shaping the development of local government, with many bylaws and regulations being adopted to
govern the behavior of citizens.

Court is a tribunal that has the authority to hear and decide cases. In the context of legal history, the court
has played a significant role in shaping the development of English law, with many judges and judgments
being influential in the development of the law.

Crime refers to an act or omission that is prohibited by law and punishable by the state. In the context of
Contemporary Debates in Legal History, crime is an important concept, as it has evolved significantly over
time, with changing notions of justice and punishment.

Criminal law refers to the body of law that governs crimes and punishments. In the context of legal history,
criminal law has played a significant role in shaping the development of English law, with many statutes and
regulations governing the punishment of offenders.

Custom refers to a practice or tradition that is widely accepted and followed. In the context of
Contemporary Debates in Legal History, custom is an important concept, as it has played a significant role
in shaping the development of English law, with many principles and concepts being based on custom and
tradition.

Damages refer to a sum of money that is awarded to a person as compensation for a loss or injury. In the
context of legal history, damages have played a significant role in shaping the development of English law,
with many cases and judgments being influential in the development of the law of damages.

Debt refers to an amount of money that is owed by one person to another. In the context of Contemporary
Debates in Legal History, debt is an important concept, as it has evolved significantly over time, with
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changing notions of credit and obligation.

Deed refers to a document that transfers ownership of property or creates a right or obligation. In the
context of legal history, deeds have played a significant role in shaping the development of English law,
with many statutes and regulations governing the creation and transfer of deeds.

Defamation refers to the act of making a false statement about a person that damages their reputation. In
the context of Contemporary Debates in Legal History, defamation is an important concept, as it has
evolved significantly over time, with changing notions of free speech and libel.

Democracy refers to a system of government in which power is held by the people, either directly or
through elected representatives. In the context of legal history, democracy has played a significant role in
shaping the development of English law, with many reforms and legislative changes being made to
promote democratic principles.

Due process refers to the principle that individuals have the right to a fair and impartial hearing before
being deprived of their life, liberty, or property. In the context of Contemporary Debates in Legal History,
due process is an important concept, as it has evolved significantly over time, with changing notions of
justice and fairness.

Easement refers to a right or privilege that one person has to use the property of another. In the context of
legal history, easements have played a significant role in shaping the development of English law, with
many cases and judgments being influential in the development of the law of easements.

Ecclesiastical law refers to the body of law that governs the Church and its members. In the context of
Contemporary Debates in Legal History, ecclesiastical law is an important area of study, as it has evolved
significantly over time, with changing notions of spiritual and temporal authority.

Equity refers to the body of law that provides remedies and relief to individuals who have been denied
justice in common law courts. In the context of legal history, equity has played a significant role in shaping
the development of English law, with many principles and concepts being based on equitable maxims.

Evidence refers to the facts and information that are presented in a court of law to prove or disprove a case.
In the context of Contemporary Debates in Legal History, evidence is an important concept, as it has
evolved significantly over time, with changing notions of proof and probability.

Execution refers to the process of carrying out a court order or judgment. In the context of legal history,
execution has played a significant role in shaping the development of English law, with many statutes and
regulations governing the execution of judgments and orders.

Felony refers to a serious crime that is punishable by imprisonment or death. In the context of
Contemporary Debates in Legal History, felony is an important concept, as it has evolved significantly over
time, with changing notions of crime and punishment.

Feudalism refers to a system of government in which lords grant land and protection to vassals in exchange
for loyalty and service. In the context of legal history, feudalism has played a significant role in shaping the
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development of English law, with many principles and concepts being based on feudal obligations.

Forensic science refers to the application of scientific principles and methods to the investigation of crimes.
In the context of Contemporary Debates in Legal History, forensic science is an important area of study, as it
has evolved significantly over time, with changing notions of evidence and proof.

Fraud refers to the act of deceiving or misleading someone for personal gain. In the context of legal history,
fraud has played a significant role in shaping the development of English law, with many statutes and
regulations governing the punishment of fraudulent behavior.

Freedom of speech refers to the right to express one's opinions and ideas without fear of censorship or
reprisal. In the context of Contemporary Debates in Legal History, freedom of speech is an important
concept, as it has evolved significantly over time, with changing notions of liberty and censorship.

Habeas corpus refers to a writ that requires a person to be brought before a court to determine whether
they are being detained lawfully. In the context of legal history, habeas corpus has played a significant role
in shaping the development of English law, with many cases and judgments being influential in the
development of the law of habeas corpus.

Human rights refer to the fundamental rights and freedoms that are inherent to all human beings. In the
context of Contemporary Debates in Legal History, human rights are an important area of study, as they
have evolved significantly over time, with changing notions of dignity and justice.

Injunction refers to a court order that requires a person to do or refrain from doing something. In the
context of legal history, injunctions have played a significant role in shaping the development of English
law, with many cases and judgments being influential in the development of the law of injunctions.

Insanity refers to a state of mind that renders a person incapable of understanding the nature and
consequences of their actions. In the context of Contemporary Debates in Legal History, insanity is an
important concept, as it has evolved significantly over time, with changing notions of mental health and
responsibility.

Intellectual property refers to the rights and interests that creators have in their creative works. In the
context of legal history, intellectual property has played a significant role in shaping the development of
English law, with many statutes and regulations governing the protection of intellectual property.

Intestate refers to a person who dies without leaving a will. In the context of Contemporary Debates in Legal
History, intestacy is an important concept, as it has evolved significantly over time, with changing notions of
inheritance and succession.

Jury refers to a group of people who are sworn to try a case and render a verdict. In the context of legal
history, the jury has played a significant role in shaping the development of English law, with many trials
and verdicts being influential in the development of the law.

Justice refers to the principle of fairness and morality that underlies the law. In the context of Contemporary
Debates in Legal History, justice is an important concept, as it has evolved significantly over time, with
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changing notions of fairness and morality.

Land law refers to the body of law that governs the ownership and use of land. In the context of legal
history, land law has played a significant role in shaping the development of English law, with many statutes
and regulations governing the ownership and transfer of land.

Law merchant refers to the body of law that governs commercial transactions and trade. In the context of
Contemporary Debates in Legal History, law merchant is an important area of study, as it has evolved
significantly over time, with changing notions of commerce and trade.

Legitimacy refers to the principle that a child is born within a lawful marriage. In the context of legal history,
legitimacy has played a significant role in shaping the development of English law, with many statutes and
regulations governing the status of illegitimate children.

Libel refers to the act of publishing a false and damaging statement about a person. In the context of
Contemporary Debates in Legal History, libel is an important concept, as it has evolved significantly over
time, with changing notions of free speech and defamation.

Litigation refers to the process of taking a case to court to resolve a dispute. In the context of legal history,
litigation has played a significant role in shaping the development of English law, with many cases and
judgments being influential in the development of the law.

Magna Carta refers to a document that was signed by King John in 1215, which established the principle of
due process and the protection of individual rights. In the context of Contemporary Debates in Legal
History, Magna Carta is an important concept, as it has evolved significantly over time, with changing
notions of liberty and justice.

Maritime law refers to the body of law that governs ships and shipping. In the context of legal history,
maritime law has played a significant role in shaping the development of English law, with many statutes
and regulations governing the ownership and operation of ships.

Mediation refers to the process of resolving a dispute through the intervention of a neutral third party. In
the context of Contemporary Debates in Legal History, mediation is an important concept, as it has evolved
significantly over time, with changing notions of conflict resolution and dispute settlement.

Mortgage refers to a loan that is secured by the borrower's property. In the context of legal history,
mortgages have played a significant role in shaping the development of English law, with many statutes and
regulations governing the creation and enforcement of mortgages.

Natural law refers to the principle that there is a higher law that is based on reason and morality. In the
context of Contemporary Debates in Legal History, natural law is an important concept, as it has evolved
significantly over time, with changing notions of justice and morality.

Negligence refers to the failure to exercise reasonable care, resulting in harm or injury to another person. In
the context of legal history, negligence has played a significant role in shaping the development of English
law, with many cases and judgments being influential in the development of the law of negligence.
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Notary public refers to a person who is authorized to witness and authenticate documents. In the context of
Contemporary Debates in Legal History, notary public is an important concept, as it has evolved significantly
over time, with changing notions of authentication and verification.

Oath refers to a solemn promise or undertaking to tell the truth. In the context of legal history, oaths have
played a significant role in shaping the development of English law, with many statutes and regulations
governing the taking of oaths.

Parole refers to the release of a prisoner from custody, subject to certain conditions. In the context of
Contemporary Debates in Legal History, parole is an important concept, as it has evolved significantly over
time, with changing notions of rehabilitation and punishment.

Patent refers to a grant of exclusive rights to an inventor for a new and useful invention. In the context of
legal history, patents have played a significant role in shaping the development of English law, with many
statutes and regulations governing the granting and enforcement of patents.

Plea refers to a response to a charge or accusation, either guilty or not guilty. In the context of
Contemporary Debates in Legal History, plea is an important concept, as it has evolved significantly over
time, with changing notions of guilt and innocence.

Pleading refers to the process of presenting a case in court, including the filing of documents and the
making of arguments. In the context of legal history, pleading has played a significant role in shaping the
development of English law, with many cases and judgments being influential in the development of the
law of pleading.

Police refers to the organization responsible for maintaining law and order. In the context of Contemporary
Debates in Legal History, police is an important concept, as it has evolved significantly over time, with
changing notions of authority and power.

Precedent refers to a previous court decision that is used as a guide or example in a later case. In the
context of legal history, precedent has played a significant role in shaping the development of English law,
with many cases and judgments being influential in the development of the law.

Privilege refers to a special right or immunity that is granted to a person or group. In the context of
Contemporary Debates in Legal History, privilege is an important concept, as it has evolved significantly
over time, with changing notions of rights and immunities.

Probate refers to the process of proving the validity of a will. In the context of legal history, probate has
played a significant role in shaping the development of English law, with many statutes and regulations
governing the probate of wills.

Procedure refers to the rules and processes that govern the conduct of a court or tribunal. In the context of
Contemporary Debates in Legal History, procedure is an important concept, as it has evolved significantly
over time, with changing notions of fairness and justice.

Property refers to the rights and interests that a person has in a thing or asset. In the context of legal
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history, property has played a significant role in shaping the development of English law, with many statutes
and regulations governing the ownership and transfer of property.

Prosecution refers to the process of bringing a case against a person or organization. In the context of
Contemporary Debates in Legal History, prosecution is an important concept, as it has evolved significantly
over time, with changing notions of justice and accountability.

Public policy refers to the principles and values that underlie the law and the actions of government. In the
context of legal history, public policy has played a significant role in shaping the development of English
law, with many principles and concepts being based on public policy.

Punishment refers to the penalty or sanction that is imposed on a person for a crime or offense. In the
context of Contemporary Debates in Legal History, punishment is an important concept, as it has evolved
significantly over time, with changing notions of justice and retribution.

Real property refers to land and any buildings or structures that are attached to it. In the context of legal
history, real property has played a significant role in shaping the development of English law, with many
statutes and regulations governing the ownership and transfer of real property.

Rebellion refers to the act of resisting or defying the authority of a government or state. In the context of
Contemporary Debates in Legal History, rebellion is an important concept, as it has evolved significantly
over time, with changing notions of authority and legitimacy.

Reform refers to the process of changing or improving the law or a social institution. In the context of legal
history, reform has played a significant role in shaping the development of English law, with many reforms
and legislative changes being made to promote social justice and equality.

Registration refers to the process of recording or registering a document or transaction. In the context of
Contemporary Debates in Legal History, registration is an important concept, as it has evolved significantly
over time, with changing notions of authentication and verification.

Remedy refers to a means of redress or relief that is available to a person who has been wronged. In the
context of legal history, remedies have played a significant role in shaping the development of English law,
with many cases and judgments being influential in the development of the law of remedies.

Restitution refers to the act of restoring something to its rightful owner or state. In the context of
Contemporary Debates in Legal History, restitution is an important concept, as it has evolved significantly
over time, with changing notions of justice and reparation.

Sanction refers to a penalty or punishment that is imposed on a person or organization for a breach of the
law. In the context of legal history, sanctions have played a significant role in shaping the development of
English law, with many statutes and regulations governing the imposition of sanctions.

Sedition refers to the act of promoting or inciting discontent or rebellion against a government or state. In
the context of Contemporary Debates in Legal History, sedition is an important concept, as it has evolved
significantly over time, with changing notions of authority and legitimacy.
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Settlement refers to the process of resolving a dispute or claim through negotiation or agreement. In the
context of legal history, settlement has played a significant role in shaping the development of English law,
with many cases and judgments being influential in the development of the law of settlement.

Sheriff refers to a public official who is responsible for enforcing the law and maintaining order in a county
or shire. In the context of Contemporary Debates in Legal History, sheriff is an important concept, as it has
evolved significantly over time, with changing notions of authority and power.

Slander refers to the act of making a false and damaging statement about a person. In the context of legal
history, slander has played a significant role in shaping the development of English law, with many statutes
and regulations governing the punishment of slanderous behavior.

Sovereignty refers to the principle that a state or government has supreme authority and power. In the
context of Contemporary Debates in Legal History, sovereignty is an important concept, as it has evolved
significantly over time, with changing notions of authority and legitimacy.

Statute refers to a law that is passed by a legislative body. In the context of legal history, statutes have
played a significant role in shaping the development of English law, with many statutes and regulations
governing various aspects of the law.

Subpoena refers to a court order that requires a person to attend a hearing or produce documents. In the
context of Contemporary Debates in Legal History, subpoena is an important concept, as it has evolved
significantly over time, with changing notions of authority and power.

Summon refers to a court order that requires a person to attend a hearing or trial. In the context of legal
history, summon has played a significant role in shaping the development of English law, with many cases
and judgments being influential in the development of the law of summon.

Testament refers to a will or other document that sets out a person's wishes for the distribution of their
property after death. In the context of Contemporary Debates in Legal History, testament is an important
concept, as it has evolved significantly over time, with changing notions of inheritance and succession.

Tort refers to a civil wrong or injury that is committed against a person or their property. In the context of
legal history, tort has played a significant role in shaping the development of English law, with many
statutes and regulations governing the law of tort.

Trade mark refers to a sign or symbol that is used to identify a product or service. In the context of
Contemporary Debates in Legal History, trade mark is an important concept, as it has evolved significantly
over time, with changing notions of intellectual property and competition.

Treason refers to the act of betraying or rebelling against a government or state. In the context of legal
history, treason has played a significant role in shaping the development of English law, with many statutes
and regulations governing the punishment of treasonous behavior.

Trial refers to the process of hearing and deciding a case in a court of law. In the context of Contemporary
Debates in Legal History, trial is an important concept, as it has evolved significantly over time, with
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changing notions of justice and fairness.

Trust refers to a relationship in which one person holds property or assets for the benefit of another. In the
context of legal history, trust has played a significant role in shaping the development of English law, with
many statutes and regulations governing the creation and administration of trusts.

Verdict refers to the decision or judgment that is made by a court or jury. In the context of Contemporary
Debates in Legal History, verdict is an important concept, as it has evolved significantly over time, with
changing notions of justice and fairness.

Vicarious liability refers to the principle that one person can be held responsible for the actions of another.
In the context of legal history, vicarious liability has played a significant role in shaping the development of
English law, with many cases and judgments being influential in the development of the law of vicarious
liability.

Will refers to a document that sets out a person's wishes for the distribution of their property after death. In
the context of Contemporary Debates in Legal History, will is an important concept, as it has evolved
significantly over time, with changing notions of inheritance and succession.

Witness refers to a person who gives evidence or testimony in a court of law. In the context of legal history,
witness has played a significant role in shaping the development of English law, with many cases and
judgments being influential in the development of the law of evidence.

Writ refers to a formal document that is issued by a court or other authority, requiring a person to do or
refrain from doing something. In the context of Contemporary Debates in Legal History, writ is an important
concept, as it has evolved significantly over time, with changing notions of authority and power.

Read online: https://certificates.HealthCareCourses.org.uk/glossaries/
5387338/contemporary-debates-in-legal-history

HealthCareCourses (An LSIB brand) · 28 Jun 2026


