Healthg¥e GLOSSARY

Global Certificate in Ship Chartering and Cargo Operations (United Kingdom) (Part II)

Cargo Handling Regulations

A — Admiralty Notice

Related terms: Notice to Mariners, Maritime Directive

Explanation: An official communication issued by the UK Admiralty that sets out mandatory requirements or
guidance for cargo handling, safety equipment, and operational procedures on board vessels. Example:
Admiralty Notice No. 1/2023 Introduced new stowage limits for refrigerated containers. Practical
application: Charterers must ensure the ship’s crew complies with the notice before loading cargo.
Challenges: Interpreting technical language and updating ship’s manuals promptly.

AB — ABP (Approved Bulk Loading Plan)

Related terms: Cargo Plan, Loading Sequence

Explanation: A documented plan approved by the port authority that details the order and method of
loading bulk cargo to maintain vessel stability. Example: An ABP for iron ore specifies loading from the bow
to the stern in three stages. Practical application: Used by ship’s officer to monitor draft and trim during
loading. Challenges: Adjusting the plan when cargo quality varies or weather conditions change.

ABS — American Bureau of Shipping

Related terms: Classification Society, Surveyor

Explanation: An international classification society that issues rules and standards for ship construction,
including cargo handling equipment and procedures. Example: ABS class notation may require a specific
type of cargo winch for heavy lift cargoes. Practical application: Charter parties often reference ABS
standards to define equipment specifications. Challenges: Aligning ABS requirements with local port
regulations.

AC - Acceptance Certificate

Related terms: Delivery Note, Inspection Report

Explanation: A document signed by the charterer confirming that cargo has been received in the condition
stipulated by the contract. Example: The AC for wheat indicates moisture content within the agreed
tolerance. Practical application: Provides evidence for liability and payment settlement. Challenges: Disputes
may arise if cargo condition deteriorates after acceptance.

ACC - Average Cargo Condition

Related terms: Cargo Survey, Condition Report

Explanation: The average state of cargo measured against agreed standards, used to assess damage or loss
during carriage. Example: The ACC for a consignment of steel coils is recorded as “no visible dents”. Practical
application: Determines claim amounts under the Hague-Visby Rules. Challenges: Subjectivity in visual
assessments can lead to disagreements.

ADR - European Agreement concerning the International Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Road
Related terms: IMDG Code, Hazardous Materials
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Explanation: A set of regulations governing the transport of hazardous goods, complementing maritime
rules for multimodal journeys. Example: ADR labels must be displayed on containers that will be transferred
to trucks. Practical application: Ensures continuity of safety standards from ship to road. Challenges:
Coordinating compliance across different jurisdictions.

AFT — Aftermarket Freight Terms

Related terms: Freight Clause, Laytime

Explanation: Conditions that apply to cargo handling after the primary freight has been settled, often
covering demurrage or extra handling charges. Example: AFT may stipulate additional fees for reloading due
to weather delays. Practical application: Negotiated in the charter party to manage unforeseen costs.
Challenges: Ambiguities can result in disputes over charges.

AGC - Approved General Cargo

Related terms: General Cargo, Cargo Classification

Explanation: Cargo types that have been pre-approved for carriage under standard handling procedures
without special permits. Example: Packaged textiles are considered AGC. Practical application: Simplifies
documentation and reduces loading time. Challenges: Unexpected contaminants may require
re-classification.

AH - Average Handling

Related terms: Cargo Handling, Turnaround Time

Explanation: The typical time and procedures required to load or discharge a standard cargo unit, used as a
benchmark for performance. Example: The AH for a 20-ft container is 15 minutes per move. Practical
application: Helps in planning berth allocation and crew scheduling. Challenges: Variations in cargo weight
or equipment availability can affect the average.

Al — Artificial Intelligence

Related terms: Automation, Predictive Analytics

Explanation: Computer systems that analyse data to optimise cargo stowage, routing, and handling
operations. Example: Al-driven software proposes the optimal stowage pattern for mixed bulk cargoes.
Practical application: Reduces human error and improves turnaround efficiency. Challenges: Reliance on
accurate data inputs and cybersecurity risks.

AL — Authorized List

Related terms: Approved Supplier, Vendor Register

Explanation: A roster of companies and service providers authorised by a shipowner or charterer to supply
cargo handling equipment or services. Example: The AL includes only certified crane operators for
hazardous cargoes. Practical application: Ensures quality control and regulatory compliance. Challenges:
Updating the list in fast-changing markets.

ALC - Average Loading Condition

Related terms: Load Survey, Cargo Condition

Explanation: The measured condition of cargo at the time of loading, serving as a baseline for later
comparisons. Example: The ALC for a grain shipment records moisture at 12 %. Practical application: Used to
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assess loss or damage during the voyage. Challenges: Inaccurate measurement tools can lead to disputes.

ALF — All-Lines Freight

Related terms: Freight Rate, Cargo Charge

Explanation: A freight structure where a single rate covers all cargo lines, regardless of destination or cargo
type. Example: An ALF of $45 per metric ton applies to both Asian and European ports. Practical application:
Simplifies invoicing for charterers handling multiple destinations. Challenges: May not reflect true cost
differentials, leading to under- or over-recovery.

AM — Amortised Maintenance

Related terms: Capital Expenditure, Depreciation

Explanation: The systematic allocation of maintenance costs of cargo handling equipment over its useful
life. Example: The amortised maintenance of a ship’s hydraulic winch is spread over five years. Practical
application: Provides a realistic view of operating expenses in budgeting. Challenges: Estimating useful life
for high-usage equipment can be difficult.

AMC - Approved Maritime Cargo

Related terms: Cargo Certification, Compliance

Explanation: Cargo that meets all regulatory and safety standards for maritime transport, often requiring
specific documentation. Example: AMC for liquefied petroleum gas includes a Certificate of Origin and
safety data sheet. Practical application: Facilitates smoother customs clearance and port handling.
Challenges: Changes in regulations may render previously approved cargo non-compliant.

AP — Approved Procedure

Related terms: Standard Operating Procedure, SOP

Explanation: A documented method that has been validated and authorized by the shipowner or
classification society for cargo handling tasks. Example: The AP for ballast water exchange outlines
step-by-step actions to meet MARPOL requirements. Practical application: Ensures consistency and
regulatory adherence. Challenges: Keeping procedures up to date with evolving standards.

APA - Average Performance Assessment

Related terms: KPI, Benchmarking

Explanation: An evaluation of cargo handling efficiency against established performance indicators.
Example: The APA shows a 10% faster loading time compared with the previous quarter. Practical
application: Identifies areas for operational improvement. Challenges: Data collection must be accurate and
timely.

ARC — Annual Review Clause

Related terms: Contractual Amendment, Renewal

Explanation: A provision in a charter party that mandates an annual review of cargo handling terms, rates, or
equipment specifications. Example: The ARC triggers a rate adjustment based on the latest market indices.
Practical application: Keeps the agreement aligned with market conditions. Challenges: Negotiations may be
contentious if parties have differing expectations.

Read online: https://certificates.HealthCareCourses.org.uk/glossaries/ HealthCareCourses (An LSIB brand) - 07 Jul 2026
5380017/cargo-handling-regulations



Healthg¥e GLOSSARY

AS — Admiralty Standard

Related terms: Shipping Regulation, Legal Benchmark

Explanation: A baseline set by the Admiralty for cargo handling practices, often referenced in legal disputes.
Example: The AS for securing deck cargo requires a minimum of two securing points per 10ft. Practical
application: Provides legal certainty for both shipowners and charterers. Challenges: Interpretation may vary
between jurisdictions.

ASC - Approved Stowage Code

Related terms: Stowage Plan, Cargo Arrangement

Explanation: A code that outlines permissible methods for arranging cargo on board to ensure safety and
stability. Example: The ASC for grain stipulates a minimum moisture content to prevent cargo shift. Practical
application: Guides officers in preparing the stowage plan. Challenges: Complex cargo mixes may require
deviations and special approvals.

ASM - Average Structural Maintenance

Related terms: Hull Integrity, Preventive Maintenance

Explanation: Regular upkeep of a vessel's structural components that affect cargo handling capacity, such as
deck fittings and hatch covers. Example: ASM includes periodic inspection of hatch coamings for corrosion.
Practical application: Maintains the vessel's operational readiness and compliance. Challenges: Scheduling
maintenance without disrupting charter commitments.

AT — Allowance for Tolerances

Related terms: Weight Tolerance, Dimensional Tolerance

Explanation: The permissible deviation in cargo weight or dimensions that does not affect contractual
obligations. Example: An AT of +2 % is allowed for bulk cargo weight measurements. Practical application:
Reduces disputes over minor measurement variations. Challenges: Determining acceptable limits for
different cargo types.

ATS — Average Turnaround Speed

Related terms: Port Turnaround, Vessel Efficiency

Explanation: The mean speed at which a vessel completes loading and discharge operations, expressed in
knots or days. Example: The ATS for a Panamax vessel in a major European port is 2.5 Days. Practical
application: Used in planning schedules and estimating demurrage. Challenges: External factors such as
weather or labor strikes can impact the speed.

AV - Average Vessel

Related terms: Benchmark Vessel, Reference Ship

Explanation: A representative ship used as a standard for comparing cargo handling performance across a
fleet. Example: The AV for a fleet of bulk carriers is a 60,000-dwt vessel with standard gear. Practical
application: Enables fleet-wide performance monitoring. Challenges: Variations in vessel age and equipment
may limit comparability.

AVC - Approved Vessel Certificate
Related terms: Certificate of Registry, Safety Certificate
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Explanation: An official document confirming that a ship meets all regulatory requirements for cargo
handling. Example: The AVC includes validation of the ship’s cargo cranes and hatch covers. Practical
application: Required for port entry and insurance purposes. Challenges: Renewal processes can be
time-consuming and costly.

AW — Average Weather

Related terms: Meteorological Forecast, Sea State

Explanation: The typical weather conditions expected during a voyage, influencing cargo handling decisions
such as timing of discharge. Example: The AW for a North Atlantic crossing in winter includes high seas and
strong winds. Practical application: Helps in planning safe cargo operations. Challenges: Unexpected
weather can cause delays or cargo damage.

AX — Axial Load

Related terms: Structural Load, Stress

Explanation: The force exerted along the longitudinal axis of a ship's structure during cargo handling,
particularly when using cranes or winches. Example: The axial load on a hatch coaming must not exceed the
design limit during container stacking. Practical application: Engineers calculate axial loads to prevent
structural failure. Challenges: Mis-calculations can lead to hull deformation or equipment breakage.

B — Ballast Water Management

Related terms: MARPOL, Environmental Regulation

Explanation: Procedures for the safe handling, treatment, and discharge of ballast water to prevent the
spread of invasive species. Example: The ship uses an approved filtration system to meet the IMO Ballast
Water Convention. Practical application: Ensures compliance during ballast operations. Challenges:
Maintaining equipment performance and record-keeping.

BA - Bulkage Allowance

Related terms: Bulk Cargo, Tolerance

Explanation: The permitted percentage of moisture or impurities in bulk cargo that does not affect the
contract. Example: A BA of 0.5% Moisture is acceptable for coal shipments. Practical application: Used to
settle claims for cargo quality. Challenges: Accurate testing is required to verify compliance.

BB — Berth Booking

Related terms: Port Call, Scheduling

Explanation: The process of reserving a berth at a terminal for cargo loading or discharge. Example: The
charterer submits a BB request 48 hours before arrival. Practical application: Secures the required time slot
and resources. Challenges: Competition for berths can cause delays.

BC — Cargo Bay Clearance

Related terms: Inspection, Safety Check

Explanation: The verification that a cargo bay is free of hazards, debris, or unauthorized personnel before
loading. Example: BC is performed by the port authority prior to the start of loading. Practical application:
Prevents accidents and cargo contamination. Challenges: Inadequate clearance can lead to damage or
injury.
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BD — Break Bulk

Related terms: Unitised Cargo, Loose Cargo

Explanation: Cargo that is not containerised and is handled as individual pieces or packages. Example: Steel
girders and timber logs are typical break-bulk items. Practical application: Requires specialised handling
equipment such as cranes and slings. Challenges: Higher labour costs and increased risk of loss or damage.

BE - Berth Efficiency

Related terms: Turnaround Time, Productivity

Explanation: A measure of how effectively a berth is utilised, expressed as a percentage of the scheduled
time actually used for cargo operations. Example: A BE of 85 % indicates that 15 % of the allotted time was
idle. Practical application: Used by ports to optimise resource allocation. Challenges: External disruptions
can lower efficiency.

BF — Bulk Freight

Related terms: Bulk Cargo, Freight Rate

Explanation: The charge applied to transport bulk commodities such as grain, ore, or coal. Example: The BF
for iron ore is quoted per metric ton. Practical application: Determines revenue for shipowners on bulk
voyages. Challenges: Market volatility can cause frequent rate adjustments.

BG - Bagged Cargo

Related terms: Unitised Cargo, Packaging

Explanation: Cargo that is packaged in bags, often used for commodities like cement, sugar, or chemicals.
Example: Bagged cargo requires careful stacking to avoid crushing. Practical application: Influences stowage
planning and handling equipment selection. Challenges: Bag integrity must be maintained to prevent
spillage.

BH — Berth Hold

Related terms: Dock Space, Anchor

Explanation: The area within a berth where a vessel can remain moored while awaiting cargo operations.
Example: The ship entered the BH to wait for crane availability. Practical application: Provides a safe holding
position. Challenges: Limited space may cause congestion.

Bl — Bidirectional Handling

Related terms: Dual-Sided Crane, Two-Way Loading

Explanation: Cargo handling techniques that allow loading and discharge from both sides of the vessel
simultaneously. Example: A bidirectional crane can service a vessel on either port or starboard. Practical
application: Increases flexibility and reduces turnaround time. Challenges: Requires coordinated crew
training and equipment compatibility.

BJ — Bulkage Joint

Related terms: Bulk Cargo, Joint Inspection

Explanation: A collaborative inspection conducted by ship and port officials to verify bulk cargo quality and
quantity. Example: The BJ for a grain shipment confirmed the moisture level. Practical application: Provides
mutual assurance and reduces disputes. Challenges: Scheduling joint inspections can be logistically
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complex.

BK — Break-Bulk Kit

Related terms: Handling Gear, Spare Parts

Explanation: A collection of tools and equipment specifically for managing break-bulk cargo, including
slings, hooks, and spreaders. Example: The BK is stored on deck for quick access during loading. Practical
application: Ensures readiness for diverse cargo types. Challenges: Maintaining inventory and condition of
kit items.

BL - Bill of Lading

Related terms: Transport Document, Title Document

Explanation: The primary legal document evidencing receipt of cargo, its condition, and the contract of
carriage. Example: The BL for a container specifies the consignee and destination. Practical application: Used
for customs clearance and payment. Challenges: Errors in the BL can lead to cargo claims or delays.

BM — Berth Management

Related terms: Port Operations, Scheduling System

Explanation: The coordinated control of berth allocation, vessel movements, and cargo handling resources
within a port. Example: BM software assigns berths based on vessel size and cargo type. Practical
application: Optimises port throughput and reduces vessel waiting time. Challenges: Requires accurate data
and real-time communication.

BN — Bulk Net Weight

Related terms: Gross Weight, Tare Weight

Explanation: The weight of the cargo alone, excluding packaging, containers, or vessel equipment. Example:
The BN of a coal shipment is 30,000 tonnes. Practical application: Basis for freight calculations. Challenges:
Precise measurement is essential for billing accuracy.

BO — Berth Occupancy

Related terms: Dock Utilisation, Vessel Stay

Explanation: The proportion of time a berth is actively used by a vessel for cargo operations. Example: BO of
70% indicates that the berth is idle 30 % of scheduled time. Practical application: Helps ports assess capacity
planning. Challenges: Unpredictable delays can lower occupancy rates.

BP — Breakwater Protection

Related terms: Port Infrastructure, Wave Attenuation

Explanation: Structures or measures that shield berths from wave action, ensuring safe cargo handling.
Example: The BP at a coastal port reduces swell during loading. Practical application: Enables operations in
adverse sea conditions. Challenges: Maintenance and environmental impact considerations.

BQ - Bulk Quantity

Related terms: Cargo Volume, Measurement

Explanation: The total amount of bulk cargo measured in tonnes, cubic meters, or other units. Example: The
BQ for a grain shipment is 45,000 tonnes. Practical application: Determines freight revenue and stowage

Read online: https://certificates.HealthCareCourses.org.uk/glossaries/ HealthCareCourses (An LSIB brand) - 07 Jul 2026
5380017/cargo-handling-regulations



Healthg¥e GLOSSARY

planning. Challenges: Accurate measurement is critical for contract compliance.

BR - Berth Release

Related terms: Port Clearance, Departure Notice

Explanation: The formal authorization allowing a vessel to leave a berth after cargo operations are
completed. Example: The BR is issued once all paperwork is signed. Practical application: Marks the end of
the vessel's port stay. Challenges: Delays in documentation can hold up the release.

BS — Stowage Balance

Related terms: Trim, Stability

Explanation: The distribution of cargo weight across a vessel to maintain an even draft and safe handling
characteristics. Example: The BS ensures that the ship does not list excessively after loading. Practical
application: Critical for vessel stability and safety. Challenges: Complex cargo mixes may make achieving
balance difficult.

BT — Berth Transfer

Related terms: Vessel Relocation, Port Maneuvering

Explanation: The movement of a vessel from one berth to another within the same port, often to
accommodate larger ships or operational constraints. Example: The ship performed a BT to free up a prime
berth for a container vessel. Practical application: Maximises berth utilisation. Challenges: Requires precise
coordination and tug assistance.

BV — Bulk Vessel

Related terms: Ship Type, Cargo Carrier

Explanation: A ship specifically designed to transport bulk commodities in large quantities, featuring large
cargo holds and often self-unloading gear. Example: A 70,000-dwt BV carries iron ore from Brazil to Europe.
Practical application: Enables economies of scale for bulk cargoes. Challenges: Limited flexibility for
containerised cargo.

BW — Ballast Water

Related terms: Stability, Environmental Regulation

Explanation: Water taken into or discharged from a ship’s ballast tanks to control draft, trim, and stability.
Example: BW is exchanged at a designated port to meet IMO standards. Practical application: Essential for
safe navigation and cargo handling. Challenges: Treatment systems must be maintained and records kept.

C - Cargo Handling

Related terms: Loading, Discharge, Equipment

Explanation: All activities involved in the safe and efficient movement of cargo to and from a vessel,
including securing, stowage, and documentation. Example: C for refrigerated containers requires
temperature monitoring. Practical application: Central to ship chartering and port operations. Challenges:
Varying cargo types and regulatory requirements increase complexity.

CA - Cargo Acceptance
Related terms: Inspection, Condition Report
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Explanation: The process by which a charterer verifies that cargo received matches the specifications in the
contract. Example: CA includes checking the seal number on a container. Practical application: Determines
liability for any subsequent loss or damage. Challenges: Discrepancies may lead to disputes.

CB - Cargo Bay

Related terms: Hold, Storage Area

Explanation: A designated compartment within a vessel where cargo is stored during the voyage. Example:
The CB of a bulk carrier is divided into three holds. Practical application: Influences stowage planning and
ventilation. Challenges: Access for inspection can be limited.

CC - Container Condition

Related terms: Damage Report, Inspection

Explanation: The state of a container’s structure, doors, and seals at the time of loading or discharge.
Example: CC is recorded as "no dents, doors functional”. Practical application: Forms part of the acceptance
documentation. Challenges: Hidden damage may be discovered later.

CD - Cargo Documentation

Related terms: Bill of Lading, Certificate of Origin

Explanation: All paperwork required to prove ownership, compliance, and condition of cargo throughout
the transport chain. Example: CD for hazardous cargo includes a safety data sheet. Practical application:
Necessary for customs clearance and insurance. Challenges: Incomplete documentation can cause delays.

CE - Cargo Evaluation

Related terms: Survey, Valuation

Explanation: The assessment of cargo value, quality, and condition for insurance or commercial purposes.
Example: CE of a gemstone shipment determines its market price. Practical application: Used to set
insurance premiums. Challenges: Subjectivity in appraisal can lead to disagreements.

CF — Cargo Forecast

Related terms: Planning, Load Planning

Explanation: An estimate of the type and volume of cargo expected to be loaded onto a vessel during a
specific period. Example: The CF indicates a 20 % increase in container traffic next quarter. Practical
application: Guides resource allocation and equipment procurement. Challenges: Inaccurate forecasts affect
profitability.

CG - Cargo Group

Related terms: Commodity Category, Classification

Explanation: A set of cargoes that share similar handling characteristics and regulatory requirements.
Example: CG for “dry bulk” includes coal, grain, and ore. Practical application: Simplifies policy and
procedure development. Challenges: Exceptions within a group may require special handling.

CH — Charterer's Handbook
Related terms: Operational Manual, Guidance
Explanation: A reference guide provided by the charterer outlining expectations for cargo handling,
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documentation, and performance metrics. Example: The CH specifies the required time for container
discharge. Practical application: Aligns shipowner and charterer expectations. Challenges: Keeping the
handbook current with regulatory changes.

Cl — Cargo Inspection

Related terms: Survey, Condition Check

Explanation: A systematic examination of cargo to verify its quantity, quality, and compliance with contract
terms. Example: Cl of a timber shipment includes moisture content testing. Practical application: Provides
evidence for acceptance or claim. Challenges: Access constraints and time pressures.

CJ — Cargo Joint

Related terms: Collaborative Inspection, Shared Responsibility

Explanation: An inspection jointly performed by ship and port officials to verify cargo condition and
quantity. Example: The CJ for a grain shipment confirmed the loading rate. Practical application: Enhances
transparency and reduces disputes. Challenges: Scheduling and coordination can be demanding.

CK — Container Kit

Related terms: Handling Gear, Spare Parts

Explanation: A set of tools and accessories required for the safe handling of containers, such as twist-locks,
spreaders, and safety cones. Example: The CK is kept on deck for quick access during container moves.
Practical application: Ensures readiness for container operations. Challenges: Inventory control and
maintenance.

CL - Cargo Liability

Related terms: Insurance, Indemnity

Explanation: The legal responsibility for loss or damage to cargo while under the charterer’s or carrier’s
control. Example: CL is covered by a Cargo All Risks policy. Practical application: Determines who pays for
claims. Challenges: Determining fault in complex incidents.

CM - Cargo Manifest

Related terms: Documentation, Declaration

Explanation: A detailed list of all cargo on board, including quantities, descriptions, and consignee
information. Example: The CM is submitted to customs upon arrival. Practical application: Essential for
customs clearance and cargo tracking. Challenges: Errors in the manifest can cause regulatory penalties.

CN — Container Number

Related terms: Container ID, Seal Number

Explanation: The unique alphanumeric code assigned to each container for identification and tracking.
Example: CN “ABCU 123456-7" is scanned at each handling point. Practical application: Enables real-time
monitoring of container location. Challenges: Mis-reading or mistyping can lead to misplacement.

CO - Cargo Operations
Related terms: Loading, Discharge, Handling
Explanation: The collective set of activities involved in moving cargo to or from a vessel, encompassing
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planning, execution, and documentation. Example: CO for a container ship includes crane operation, lashing,
and paperwork. Practical application: Core function of port and ship crews. Challenges: Coordination among
multiple parties and equipment.

CP — Charter Party

Related terms: Contract, Agreement

Explanation: The legal contract between a shipowner and a charterer that specifies terms for cargo carriage,
including freight rates, laytime, and cargo handling obligations. Example: The CP includes a clause on
"per-load” demurrage. Practical application: Governs rights and duties of both parties. Challenges:
Ambiguities can lead to disputes.

CR - Cargo Release

Related terms: Discharge Authorization, Documentation

Explanation: The formal approval allowing cargo to be taken out of the vessel's hold and transferred to the
consignee. Example: The CR is issued after the Bill of Lading is presented. Practical application: Marks the
completion of the discharge process. Challenges: Delays in paperwork can hold up cargo release.

CS — Cargo Stowage

Related terms: Loading Plan, Stability

Explanation: The arrangement of cargo within a vessel’s holds to ensure safety, efficiency, and compliance
with stability criteria. Example: CS for grain requires even distribution to avoid cargo shift. Practical
application: Guides officers in loading operations. Challenges: Complex cargo mixes may require iterative
planning.

CT - Container Terminal

Related terms: Port Facility, Yard

Explanation: A specialised area of a port equipped to handle containerised cargo, including cranes, storage
yards, and gate operations. Example: The CT at Felixstowe handles over 4 million TEU annually. Practical
application: Central hub for container logistics. Challenges: Congestion and equipment breakdowns affect
performance.

CU - Cargo Unit

Related terms: Package, Container

Explanation: The smallest indivisible piece of cargo that is handled as a single entity during loading and
discharge. Example: A CU may be a single barrel of oil. Practical application: Determines handling
equipment needs. Challenges: Variation in unit size complicates planning.

CV - Cargo Verification

Related terms: Survey, Inspection

Explanation: The process of confirming that cargo quantities and qualities match contractual specifications.
Example: CV of a coal shipment includes calorific value testing. Practical application: Provides basis for
payment and claims. Challenges: Time-sensitive nature of verification.

CW - Cargo Weight
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Related terms: Gross Weight, Net Weight

Explanation: The total mass of cargo, including packaging, as measured before loading. Example: CW for a
container of electronics is 22 tonnes. Practical application: Influences vessel draft and stability calculations.
Challenges: Inaccurate weight declarations can affect safety.

CY — Cytosine (Note: Not a cargo term; included for completeness)

Related terms: Genetic Material, Nucleotide

Explanation: A nucleobase found in DNA and RNA; unrelated to cargo handling but occasionally appears in
technical documents. Example: Used in laboratory analysis of biological cargo. Practical application: Rarely
relevant for ship chartering. Challenges: Not applicable to cargo handling regulations.

D — Demurrage

Related terms: Laytime, Penalty

Explanation: A charge payable to the shipowner for delays beyond the agreed laytime during cargo loading
or discharge. Example: The charterer incurred $10,000 demurrage for a 24-hour delay. Practical application:
Incentivises timely operations. Challenges: Disputes over the cause of delays are common.

DA - Discharge Authorization

Related terms: Cargo Release, Port Clearance

Explanation: The official permission granted by the port authority or cargo owner to commence unloading
operations. Example: DA is issued after customs inspection. Practical application: Enables the start of cargo
discharge. Challenges: Administrative bottlenecks can postpone authorization.

DB — Deck Bulkhead

Related terms: Structural Element, Partition

Explanation: A vertical partition on the deck that separates cargo spaces and contributes to the ship’s
structural integrity. Example: The DB must be inspected for corrosion before loading heavy cargo. Practical
application: Provides compartmentalisation and safety. Challenges: Damage to the DB can affect stability.

DC — Damage Control

Related terms: Emergency Response, Safety Procedures

Explanation: Measures taken to prevent, contain, or repair damage to cargo, equipment, or the vessel itself.
Example: DC includes sealing a breach in a tanker’s cargo hold. Practical application: Essential for safety and
environmental protection. Challenges: Requires trained personnel and equipment.

DD - Dry Dock

Related terms: Maintenance, Repair

Explanation: A specialised facility where a vessel is taken out of the water for inspection, cleaning, and
repairs, including cargo handling gear. Example: The ship entered DD for hull cleaning and crane
refurbishment. Practical application: Enables comprehensive maintenance. Challenges: Scheduling dry-dock
periods without disrupting charter commitments.

DE - Discharge Efficiency
Related terms: Turnaround Time, Productivity
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Explanation: The rate at which cargo is removed from a vessel, usually expressed as tonnes per hour or
containers per crane hour. Example: DE of 1,200tonnes per hour was achieved on a bulk carrier. Practical
application: Benchmarks operational performance. Challenges: Equipment failures or labour shortages
reduce efficiency.

DF — Displacement Factor

Related terms: Draft, Load Factor

Explanation: The ratio of a vessel's displacement to its deadweight, influencing cargo capacity and stability.
Example: A DF of 0.9 Indicates the ship is near full load. Practical application: Used in load planning and
stability calculations. Challenges: Variations in cargo density affect the factor.

DG - Dangerous Goods

Related terms: Hazardous Materials, IMDG Code

Explanation: Substances or articles that pose a risk to health, safety, or property during transport, requiring
special handling and documentation. Example: DG includes chemicals, explosives, and radioactive material.
Practical application: Requires compliance with the International Maritime Dangerous Goods Code.
Challenges: Complex classification and segregation rules.

DH — Deck Hatch

Related terms: Cargo Access, Hatch Cover

Explanation: An opening on the deck that provides entry to the cargo holds; equipped with a cover to
protect against water ingress. Example: The DH must be inspected for watertight integrity before loading.
Practical application: Critical point for cargo handling operations. Challenges: Damage or mis-alignment can
cause leaks.

DI — Discharge Inspection

Related terms: Cargo Survey, Condition Report

Explanation: The examination of cargo at the point of discharge to verify its condition and quantity against
the Bill of Lading. Example: DI of a container revealed a broken seal. Practical application: Documents any
discrepancies for claims. Challenges: Time constraints may limit thoroughness.

DJ — Dockside Jetties

Related terms: Berth, Quay

Explanation: Structures extending from the shore into the water, providing mooring points and cargo
handling facilities. Example: The DJ at the port is equipped with gantry cranes. Practical application:
Supports vessel loading and unloading. Challenges: Structural integrity must be maintained against marine
forces.

DK — Deck Crane

Related terms: Shipboard Gear, Lifting Equipment

Explanation: A crane mounted on the ship’s deck used for handling cargo, especially on vessels without
shore-based cranes. Example: The DK on a Ro-Ro vessel lifts vehicles onto the deck. Practical application:
Provides self-sufficiency for cargo operations. Challenges: Requires regular inspection and certification.
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DL - Delivery Letter

Related terms: Acceptance Certificate, Documentation

Explanation: A written confirmation from the charterer that cargo has been received in accordance with
contract terms. Example: The DL accompanies the Bill of Lading upon cargo receipt. Practical application:
Serves as evidence for payment and liability. Challenges: Incomplete letters can cause disputes.

DM - Displacement Monitoring

Related terms: Draft Survey, Load Survey

Explanation: Ongoing measurement of a vessel's displacement to track cargo loading progress and ensure
compliance with stability limits. Example: DM shows the vessel’s draft increasing by 0.5M per hour of
loading. Practical application: Helps prevent over-loading. Challenges: Requires accurate draught marks and
skilled personnel.
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