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Graduate Certificate in Health and Safety Management for Film Productions (United Kingdom)

Risk Assessment for Film Productions (United
Kingdom)

Aerial Safety

Related terms: rigging, crane operation, drone filming

Aerial safety concerns the protection of crew and equipment when working at height or with airborne
devices. It includes assessing the stability of platforms, the load-capacity of cranes, and the safe operation
of drones. Practical application: before a rooftop shoot, a risk assessment identifies the need for fall-arrest
harnesses, safety nets, and a certified crane operator. Challenges often arise from variable weather, limited
anchorage points, and the need to coordinate multiple aerial assets without causing interference.

Alarm System Testing

Related terms: fire alarm, emergency lighting, evacuation drill

Testing alarm systems ensures they function correctly under emergency conditions. The risk assessment
outlines frequency, responsible personnel, and verification methods. For example, a weekly test of the fire
alarm on a studio lot includes checking audible signals, visual strobes, and backup power supplies. Common
challenges include scheduling tests without disrupting production schedules and ensuring all crew
members are familiar with the alarm signals.

Animal Handling

Related terms: veterinary supervision, animal welfare, set protocols

When animals appear on set, a specific risk assessment addresses potential injuries to both the animals and
crew. It covers the presence of a qualified animal handler, safe transport, and emergency veterinary care.
Practical application: a scene with a horse requires a padded barrier, a calm environment, and a clear escape
route. Challenges include unpredictable animal behavior, compliance with animal welfare regulations, and
insurance limitations.

Arc Flash Hazard

Related terms: electrical safety, PPE, lockout/tagout

Arc flash occurs when an electrical fault releases intense heat and light, posing burn and eye-damage risks.
The assessment identifies high-voltage equipment, calculates incident energy, and prescribes protective
clothing and safe distances. For a studio with extensive lighting rigs, a designated “hot work” permit may be
required. Challenges involve keeping records up to date, training non-electrical crew on electrical hazards,
and coordinating work between electricians and other departments.

Back-Stage Crowd Management

Related terms: public safety, crowd control barriers, security personnel

Large audiences backstage can create congestion and impede emergency egress. The risk assessment maps
crowd flow, determines barrier placement, and assigns trained stewards. Example: during a live concert, a
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separate entry for crew reduces overlap with audience traffic. Challenges include fluctuating crowd sizes,
unanticipated audience movement, and ensuring clear communication between security and production
staff.

Battery Storage

Related terms: charging stations, fire suppression, hazardous material

Modern film productions use lithium-ion batteries for portable lighting and equipment. Risks include fire,
explosion, and chemical exposure. The assessment mandates storage in fire-rated cabinets, temperature
monitoring, and proper charging protocols. Practical application: a battery bank is kept in a ventilated,
locked room away from flammable materials. Challenges arise from limited space on location, the need for
rapid turnover of batteries, and compliance with transport regulations.

Biological Hazard

Related terms: infection control, PPE, sanitisation

Biological hazards encompass viruses, bacteria, and fungi that may be present on set, especially in
close-contact scenes. The risk assessment requires health screening, vaccination verification, and hygiene
stations. For a scene involving intimate contact, a health officer may enforce regular testing and provide
disposable gloves. Challenges include maintaining privacy, managing false-positive test results, and keeping
production on schedule while implementing health measures.

Bomb Threat Procedure

Related terms: security protocol, evacuation plan, communication chain

A bomb threat requires immediate activation of a predefined response. The assessment outlines notification
hierarchy, evacuation routes, and liaison with law enforcement. Example: a threat received during a location
shoot triggers an evacuation to a pre-identified safe zone, with a roll-call of all personnel. Challenges
include differentiating genuine threats from hoaxes, minimizing panic, and rescheduling scenes without
incurring prohibitive costs.

Broadcast Equipment Safety

Related terms: cabling, RF exposure, grounding

Broadcast gear such as transmitters and antennae emit radio-frequency (RF) energy that can affect health.
The risk assessment evaluates exposure levels, ensures proper grounding, and restricts access to high-RF
zones. Practical application: a wireless video transmitter is mounted with a minimum distance of 1 m from
crew members and sign-posted with warning labels. Challenges involve balancing signal strength with
safety, and keeping equipment within regulatory limits.

Camera Crane Operation

Related terms: rigging, load chart, operator certification

Camera cranes enable dynamic shots but introduce mechanical and falling-object hazards. The assessment
verifies crane capacity, conducts pre-use inspections, and mandates a certified crane operator. For a
dolly-up shot, a safety spotter monitors the load path and communicates with the director. Challenges
include limited space on set, wind conditions affecting crane stability, and coordinating crane movement
with actors’ positions.
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Carbon Monoxide Monitoring

Related terms: generator exhaust, ventilation, detector placement

Carbon monoxide (CO) is a colourless, odourless gas produced by combustion engines. The risk assessment
requires CO detectors near generators, regular calibration, and emergency shutdown procedures. Example:
a portable diesel generator on a remote shoot site is equipped with a CO alarm linked to the main control
room. Challenges consist of ensuring detector reliability in extreme temperatures and training crew to
respond promptly to alarms.

Chemical Storage

Related terms: hazardous substances, SDS, segregation

Film productions often use chemicals for special effects, painting, and cleaning. The assessment mandates
storage in labelled, ventilated cabinets, compliance with Safety Data Sheets (SDS), and segregation of
incompatible substances. Practical application: a spray-paint station includes a fire-proof cabinet and a
spill-containment tray. Challenges arise from limited storage space on location, the need for rapid access,
and ensuring all crew understand labeling conventions.

Child Labour Regulations

Related terms: working hours, guardian consent, education provision

When minors appear on set, legal limits on working time, required breaks, and education must be observed.
The risk assessment outlines permissible tasks, supervision requirements, and emergency contact
procedures. For a scene with a child actor, a welfare officer monitors compliance with hour limits and
ensures a teacher is present for schooling. Challenges include coordinating shooting schedules to meet
legal constraints and handling unexpected illnesses.

Clearance of Set

Related terms: set strike, equipment removal, waste disposal

After filming, the set must be cleared of hazards before the next shoot. The assessment includes a checklist
for removing props, securing cables, and disposing of waste. Example: a set strike team follows a
step-by-step protocol to dismantle a kitchen set, ensuring no loose wires remain. Challenges involve tight
turnover times, ensuring all team members adhere to the checklist, and managing hazardous waste
appropriately.

Climbing Safety

Related terms: harnesses, fall arrest, anchor points

Crew members may need to climb structures for lighting or rigging. The risk assessment requires proper
training, use of fall-arrest harnesses, and inspection of anchor points. For a high-angle lighting rig, a
qualified climber secures themselves to a certified anchor and works with a belayer below. Challenges
include limited access to safe anchor points, fatigue during long climbs, and variable weather conditions.

Cold Weather Operations

Related terms: hypothermia, thermal clothing, equipment performance

Filming in sub-zero temperatures increases risk of frostbite, hypothermia, and equipment failure. The
assessment prescribes layered clothing, heated shelters, and regular health checks. Example: a crew working
on a snow-bound location receives insulated gloves, hand warmers, and scheduled breaks inside a heated
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trailer. Challenges involve maintaining equipment functionality, ensuring crew compliance with protective
measures, and adjusting shooting schedules for unpredictable weather.

Communication Protocols

Related terms: radio etiquette, hand signals, emergency codes

Clear communication reduces misunderstandings that can lead to accidents. The risk assessment defines
radio channels, standard hand signals, and emergency code words. During a complex stunt, the director

uses a predetermined “Code Red” signal to halt all activity instantly. Challenges include language barriers
among international crews, radio interference, and ensuring all personnel are trained on the signals.

Confined Space Entry

Related terms: permit-required, atmospheric testing, rescue plan

Confined spaces such as tunnels, tanks, or ventilation shafts pose suffocation, toxic gas, and entrapment
hazards. The assessment requires a confined-space permit, continuous atmospheric monitoring, and a
standby rescue team. For a scene inside an underground bunker, a gas detector checks oxygen levels before
entry, and a rescue rope is positioned nearby. Challenges include limited ventilation, rapid changes in
atmospheric conditions, and coordinating rescue efforts without disrupting filming.

Construction Site Safety

Related terms: site induction, signage, exclusion zones

Temporary sets often involve construction activities that introduce hazards like falling debris, heavy
machinery, and uneven surfaces. The risk assessment outlines site inductions, proper signage, and exclusion
zones around high-risk areas. Example: a set built on a soundstage includes a “Hard Hat Area” sign and a
perimeter cordoned off with traffic cones. Challenges are maintaining safety while meeting tight build
deadlines and ensuring all subcontractors follow the same safety standards.

Crew Fatigue Management

Related terms: work-rest cycles, shift scheduling, monitoring

Extended shooting days can lead to fatigue, impairing judgment and increasing accident risk. The
assessment recommends regulated work-rest cycles, mandatory breaks, and fatigue monitoring tools. A
production may schedule a 12-hour shift with a 30-minute break every 4 hours and provide a quiet rest
area. Challenges include pressure to meet production deadlines, variable crew availability, and resistance to
perceived “"downtime”.

Electrical Load Management

Related terms: circuit breakers, power distribution, load calculations

Overloading electrical circuits can cause fires or equipment failure. The risk assessment involves calculating
total load, using appropriate circuit breakers, and distributing power via safe cable trays. For a lighting rig
requiring 30 kW, a dedicated generator with a load-monitoring system is installed. Challenges include
fluctuating power demands during a shoot, limited availability of qualified electricians, and ensuring all
temporary wiring meets code standards.

Emergency Evacuation Plan
Related terms: assembly point, fire exits, drill
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An evacuation plan details routes, responsibilities, and assembly points in case of fire, structural failure, or
other emergencies. The assessment requires clearly marked exits, regular drills, and a designated assembly
leader. During a location shoot, crew members practice a “quick exit” drill, confirming that all exits remain
unobstructed. Challenges include adapting the plan to changing set layouts, ensuring all crew members are
aware of exits, and coordinating with local emergency services.

Equipment Failure Protocol

Related terms: maintenance log, spare parts, incident reporting

When critical equipment fails, a structured response minimizes downtime and prevents further hazards. The
risk assessment defines steps for safe shutdown, immediate reporting, and use of backup equipment.
Example: a camera rig malfunctions; the operator engages the emergency stop, notifies the DIT, and
switches to a standby camera. Challenges involve limited spare equipment on remote locations, time
pressure to resume shooting, and accurate documentation of failures for future prevention.

Explosive Effects Safety

Related terms: pyrotechnics, blast radius, licensed operator

Special effects involving explosives require strict control to prevent injury and property damage. The
assessment mandates a licensed pyrotechnician, a calculated blast radius, and protective barriers. For a
simulated car explosion, a controlled charge is placed behind a fire-resistant shield, and crew stand behind
a safety line. Challenges include obtaining permits, coordinating with local authorities, and ensuring the
effect does not interfere with nearby structures or wildlife.

Fire Extinguisher Placement

Related terms: type classification, accessibility, maintenance

Appropriate fire extinguishers must be readily accessible, correctly typed for likely fire classes, and regularly
inspected. The risk assessment maps extinguisher locations relative to high-risk zones such as lighting bays
and fuel storage. Example: a CO, extinguisher is mounted near a generator, while a water-based
extinguisher is placed near the makeup area. Challenges include limited wall space, ensuring visibility in dim
environments, and maintaining compliance during set changes.

Fire Safety Training

Related terms: basic fire fighting, fire warden, refresher courses

All crew members should receive basic fire safety instruction, while designated fire wardens receive
advanced training. The assessment outlines training frequency, content, and record-keeping. Prior to a
location shoot, a 2-hour fire safety session covers extinguisher use, evacuation routes, and emergency
contacts. Challenges involve scheduling training without disrupting production, language barriers, and
retaining knowledge over long shoots.

First-Aid Provision

Related terms: qualified personnel, kit contents, response time

A well-stocked first-aid kit and trained responders are essential for rapid treatment of injuries. The
assessment specifies kit composition, location, and a roster of certified first-aiders available at all times.
Example: a first-aid station is set up in a trailer near the main set, stocked with bandages, splints, and an
automated external defibrillator (AED). Challenges include ensuring kit replenishment after use, covering
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multiple locations simultaneously, and handling severe injuries that exceed on-site capabilities.

Flood Risk Assessment

Related terms: site drainage, water ingress, emergency shelters

Shooting near rivers, coastlines, or during rainy seasons can expose crews to flooding. The risk assessment
evaluates site drainage, potential water levels, and evacuation routes. For a riverbank location, temporary
sandbags are placed, and a high-ground shelter is identified. Challenges include unpredictable weather,
limited time to implement protective measures, and potential damage to expensive equipment.

Food Safety on Set

Related terms: catering hygiene, allergen management, storage temperatures

Catering areas must comply with food-safety standards to prevent iliness. The assessment covers proper

food handling, temperature control, and allergen labeling. Example: a catering trailer maintains hot food

above 60°C and cold food below 4 °C, with separate prep areas to avoid cross-contamination. Challenges
arise from limited kitchen space, high turnover of meals, and accommodating diverse dietary restrictions.

General Liability Insurance

Related terms: coverage limits, exclusions, claim process

Insurance protects the production against third-party claims for bodily injury or property damage. The risk
assessment ensures coverage aligns with identified hazards and contractual obligations. For a stunt
sequence, a policy includes coverage for accidental injury to actors and damage to nearby property.
Challenges include negotiating adequate limits, understanding policy exclusions, and managing claims
promptly when incidents occur.

Grounding and Bonding

Related terms: electrical safety, stray currents, equipment protection

Proper grounding prevents electric shock and equipment damage. The assessment verifies that all metal
structures, lighting rigs, and generators are bonded to a common earth point. During a night shoot, the
lighting truss is bonded to the generator’s ground rod, reducing stray voltage. Challenges involve uneven
ground conditions, portable setups on non-conductive surfaces, and ensuring all crew understand the
importance of grounding.

Heat Stress Management

Related terms: hydration, rest periods, monitoring

High temperatures increase risk of heat exhaustion and heat stroke. The risk assessment mandates regular
hydration stations, shaded rest areas, and monitoring of core temperature for crew working outdoors.
Example: a midday shoot in a desert includes a mist-fan station and mandatory 15-minute breaks every
hour. Challenges include maintaining production momentum, ensuring crew actually consume fluids, and
adjusting schedules for unexpected heat spikes.

Heavy-Equipment Operation

Related terms: operator certification, load limits, site inspection

Operating machinery such as forklifts, excavators, or dollies introduces crush and overturn hazards. The
assessment requires certified operators, daily equipment inspections, and clearly marked operating zones.
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During a set build, a forklift moves large set pieces with a spotter directing traffic. Challenges involve limited
training opportunities for temporary crew, navigating tight spaces, and coordinating with other activities on
the same site.

Hazardous Material Incident Response

Related terms: spill kit, containment, decontamination

When a hazardous material is released, a swift response limits exposure and environmental impact. The
assessment defines spill-containment procedures, personal protective equipment (PPE) requirements, and
disposal methods. Example: a chemical prop spills on the floor; crew don gloves, use an absorbent pad, and
place waste in a sealed container for removal. Challenges include ensuring all crew know the location of spill
kits, quickly identifying the material involved, and complying with local hazardous-waste regulations.

Health Surveillance Program

Related terms: occupational health, exposure monitoring, medical records

For ongoing exposures such as noise, dust, or chemicals, health surveillance tracks workers’ health over
time. The risk assessment outlines baseline medical exams, periodic testing, and record-keeping. Actors
exposed to high-decibel sound effects may undergo audiometric testing before and after production.
Challenges include obtaining consent, maintaining confidentiality, and integrating surveillance into a
fast-paced production timeline.

High-Voltage Lighting Safety

Related terms: tethering, insulation, lockout/tagout

High-intensity discharge (HID) lights often operate at high voltage, requiring careful handling to avoid
electric shock. The assessment includes proper tethering of cables, inspection of insulation, and lockout/
tagout procedures during maintenance. Example: a HMI lamp is secured to a rig with a grounding strap,
and the power supply is locked out before bulb replacement. Challenges involve frequent lamp changes,
ensuring all crew recognize high-voltage components, and maintaining equipment in harsh environments.

Human Factors Consideration

Related terms: ergonomics, cognitive load, decision-making

Human factors address how people interact with equipment and environment, influencing error rates. The
risk assessment evaluates ergonomics of set furniture, clarity of signage, and mental workload during
complex scenes. For a multi-camera setup, control stations are positioned to reduce neck strain, and visual
cues are used to guide actions. Challenges include balancing artistic demands with ergonomic best
practices and adapting to diverse crew abilities.

Hydraulic System Safety

Related terms: pressurised lines, relief valves, maintenance

Hydraulic lifts and dollies provide smooth motion but store high pressure that can cause sudden release.
The assessment requires pressure-release valves, regular maintenance, and training on safe discharge
procedures. During a moving set piece, the hydraulic platform is depressurised before any adjustments are
made. Challenges involve ensuring all operators understand pressure hazards, detecting leaks early, and
complying with manufacturer specifications.
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Identification of Sensitive Wildlife Areas

Related terms: environmental impact, habitat protection, permits

Shooting in natural settings may disturb protected species. The risk assessment maps wildlife habitats,
schedules filming to avoid breeding seasons, and implements protective measures. Example: a location near
a nesting site requires a buffer zone and a wildlife monitor to oversee compliance. Challenges include
limited knowledge of local fauna, obtaining environmental permits, and adjusting production plans to
accommodate conservation requirements.

[llumination Heat Management

Related terms: lamp cooling, ventilation, fire risk

Intense lighting generates heat that can ignite nearby materials. The assessment mandates lamp cooling
fans, adequate ventilation, and fire-watch personnel. A high-output LED panel is equipped with an active
cooling system, and a fire-watch stands by during operation. Challenges involve balancing light output with
cooling efficiency, preventing overheating in confined spaces, and ensuring ventilation does not interfere
with sound recording.

Impact Assessment for Set Construction

Related terms: structural load, material selection, safety checks

Before building a set, an impact assessment evaluates structural integrity, load distribution, and potential
hazards. The risk assessment includes engineering calculations, material testing, and on-site inspections. For
a multi-level set, load-bearing beams are verified against the expected weight of actors and props.
Challenges include time constraints for design approvals, coordinating with set designers, and adapting
plans when site conditions differ from expectations.

Incident Reporting Procedure

Related terms: near-miss, root-cause analysis, corrective action

All accidents and near-misses must be documented to prevent recurrence. The assessment defines
reporting forms, timelines, and responsibilities. After a slip on a wet floor, the crew member fills out an
incident report, which triggers a root-cause analysis and corrective actions such as additional signage.
Challenges include encouraging prompt reporting, avoiding blame culture, and ensuring follow-up actions
are implemented.

Induction and Site Orientation

Related terms: briefing, access control, safety signage

Every person entering a production site receives an induction covering hazards, emergency procedures, and
site rules. The risk assessment outlines induction content, delivery method, and verification of
comprehension. Example: a temporary crew member watches a 10-minute safety video and signs an
acknowledgment form before entering the soundstage. Challenges involve language differences, turnover
of large numbers of extras, and maintaining up-to-date induction materials.

Industrial Hygiene Monitoring

Related terms: air sampling, exposure limits, PPE selection

Monitoring airborne contaminants such as dust, fumes, or vapours protects crew health. The assessment
schedules air sampling, compares results to occupational exposure limits, and adjusts controls accordingly.
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During a smoke-effect shoot, real-time particle monitors guide ventilation adjustments. Challenges include
acquiring suitable monitoring equipment, interpreting data quickly, and ensuring corrective actions are
taken before health impacts occur.

Injury Prevention Strategies

Related terms: ergonomic design, safety culture, training

Proactive measures reduce the likelihood of injuries on set. The risk assessment incorporates ergonomic
tool selection, regular safety briefings, and reinforcement of safe behaviours. For repetitive lifting tasks,
mechanical lifts replace manual handling. Challenges involve changing established habits, allocating budget
for ergonomic solutions, and measuring the effectiveness of prevention programs.

Isolation Procedures for Electrical Work

Related terms: de-energising, verification, lockout/tagout

Before any electrical maintenance, circuits must be isolated to prevent accidental energisation. The
assessment mandates de-energising, testing for voltage presence, and applying lockout/tagout devices. A
lighting technician isolates a power strip, verifies zero voltage with a tester, and tags the circuit before
replacing a faulty lamp. Challenges include coordinating isolation across multiple circuits, ensuring all
personnel respect isolation status, and documenting the process for audit.

Job Hazard Analysis (JHA)

Related terms: task breakdown, risk rating, control measures

A JHA decomposes a specific job into steps, identifies hazards for each step, and determines controls. The
assessment requires completing a JHA for high-risk tasks such as rigging a crane. Example: a JHA for setting
up a boom arm lists steps like “unpack equipment,” “assemble base,” and “test movement,” each with
associated controls. Challenges include ensuring thoroughness, updating JHAs when methods change, and
getting crew buy-in.

Laser Effects Safety

Related terms: eye protection, beam classification, signage

Laser devices used for special effects can cause permanent eye damage if not properly controlled. The risk
assessment specifies laser class, required protective eyewear, and area restrictions. For a laser light show, a
Class 3R laser is operated behind a screened enclosure, and crew wear laser-rated goggles. Challenges
involve coordinating with cinematographers who may need specific visual effects, maintaining compliance
with laser regulations, and preventing accidental exposure to audience members.

Load-Securing Protocol

Related terms: straps, weight distribution, inspection

All equipment and set pieces that are lifted or moved must be securely fastened to prevent shifting. The
assessment outlines the use of approved straps, proper knotting techniques, and pre-move inspections.
Example: a camera dolly load is secured with ratchet straps and double-checked before being rolled onto a
truck. Challenges include time pressure during load-outs, variability in load shapes, and ensuring all crew
understand proper securing methods.

Logistics and Transportation Safety
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Related terms: vehicle inspection, driver qualifications, route planning

Transporting gear, props, and personnel introduces road-safety hazards. The risk assessment includes
vehicle maintenance checks, verification of driver licences, and planning routes to avoid hazardous road
conditions. A production van is inspected for tire pressure, and a driver with a clean record is assigned to a
mountain route. Challenges involve last-minute schedule changes, congested urban traffic, and compliance
with local transport regulations.

Machinery Guarding

Related terms: protective enclosures, interlocks, maintenance

Moving parts of machinery must be protected to prevent contact injuries. The assessment requires
installation of guards, emergency stop buttons, and regular inspection of guarding mechanisms. A cutting
machine on set has a fixed guard with a safety interlock that stops the blade if opened. Challenges include
retrofitting guards on portable equipment, ensuring guards do not impede workflow, and training
operators on proper use.

Medical Emergency Response Plan

Related terms: ambulance access, triage, communication tree

A detailed plan outlines steps for responding to serious injuries or sudden illness. The assessment defines
roles (first-aid officer, incident commander), identifies nearest medical facilities, and establishes
communication protocols. During a stunt mishap, the first-aid officer provides immediate care, while the
incident commander contacts emergency services and provides site coordinates. Challenges include limited
on-site medical expertise, remote locations with delayed ambulance arrival, and ensuring all crew know the
plan.

Noise Exposure Management

Related terms: decibel monitoring, hearing protection, exposure limits

High sound levels from amplifiers, explosions, or machinery can cause hearing loss. The risk assessment
mandates regular sound level measurements, provision of earplugs or earmuffs, and scheduling quieter
periods. On a concert shoot, crew members wear high-attenuation earmuffs, and a sound engineer
monitors levels to keep exposure below 85dB(A) for an 8-hour day. Challenges include balancing audio
quality needs with protection, ensuring consistent use of hearing protection, and dealing with unexpected
loud bursts.

Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) Compliance

Related terms: legislation, audits, corrective actions

Compliance ensures that production activities meet legal and industry standards for worker safety. The risk
assessment includes a checklist of applicable regulations, scheduled audits, and a system for addressing
non-conformities. A production may undergo a quarterly OHS audit to verify that all safety documentation
is current. Challenges involve staying up-to-date with changing legislation across jurisdictions, coordinating
with multiple stakeholders, and allocating resources for compliance activities.

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) Management
Related terms: selection, fitting, maintenance
Appropriate PPE must be selected, fitted, and maintained for each identified hazard. The assessment

Read online: https://certificates.HealthCareCourses.org.uk/glossaries/ HealthCareCourses (An LSIB brand) - 08 Jul 2026
5359089/risk-assessment-for-film-productions-united-kingdom



Healthg¥e GLOSSARY

outlines required PPE for tasks such as welding (protective goggles, gloves) and the process for regular
inspection. Example: a crew member receives a fitted hard hat, safety glasses, and cut-resistant gloves
before working on a set construction. Challenges include ensuring comfort to promote compliance,
managing inventory for temporary shoots, and training staff on correct usage.

Plant and Equipment Maintenance

Related terms: preventive service, records, downtime

Regular maintenance reduces the likelihood of equipment failure and associated hazards. The risk
assessment schedules preventive service intervals, keeps maintenance logs, and defines procedures for
reporting defects. A lighting rig undergoes a monthly inspection of cables, clamps, and safety devices.
Challenges include coordinating maintenance without disrupting shooting schedules, accessing equipment
in confined spaces, and budgeting for unexpected repairs.

Post-Production Hazard Review

Related terms: de-brief, lessons learned, continuous improvement

After a production wraps, a review identifies safety successes and areas for improvement. The assessment
includes a de-brief meeting, documentation of incidents, and updating of risk registers. The team discusses
a near-miss involving a loose cable and decides to implement colour-coded cable management on future
projects. Challenges include gathering honest feedback, allocating time for review, and ensuring that
lessons are incorporated into future planning.

Pre-Production Safety Planning

Related terms: risk register, stakeholder consultation, budgeting

Early safety planning integrates risk assessment into the overall production schedule and budget. The
assessment defines scope, identifies key hazards, and allocates resources for mitigation measures. During
script breakdown, the safety team flags a high-rise stunt and schedules a dedicated safety meeting.
Challenges involve aligning safety timelines with creative deadlines, securing buy-in from producers, and
anticipating hazards that may not be evident in the script.

Prohibited Substances Policy

Related terms: drug testing, substance-free zones, enforcement

To maintain a safe working environment, policies may ban the use of alcohol, drugs, or other impairing
substances on set. The risk assessment outlines testing procedures, consequences for violations, and
support resources. A production may require a negative breath test before granting access to a high-risk
area. Challenges include respecting privacy, handling positive test results sensitively, and ensuring
consistent enforcement across all departments.

Public Liability Management

Related terms: crowd insurance, risk transfer, indemnity

When productions involve members of the public, liability for injury or property damage must be managed.
The risk assessment ensures appropriate public liability insurance and defines crowd-control measures. For
a street scene with pedestrians, barriers keep the public at a safe distance, and insurance covers any
accidental contact. Challenges involve negotiating insurance terms, communicating safety expectations to
the public, and handling claims if incidents occur.
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Radiation Safety (Non-lonising)

Related terms: RF exposure, laser classification, safety zones

Non-ionising radiation from wireless transmitters, radar, and lasers can cause tissue heating or eye injury.
The risk assessment evaluates exposure levels, sets safe distances, and provides protective equipment where
needed. A wireless video link operates at a power level below the occupational exposure limit, and a
warning sign marks the transmission zone. Challenges include measuring cumulative exposure, maintaining
compliance with evolving standards, and balancing technical requirements with safety.

Rigging Load Calculations

Related terms: load charts, safety factor, anchor rating

Accurate calculation of loads ensures rigging components are not overloaded. The risk assessment includes
using manufacturer load charts, applying appropriate safety factors, and verifying anchor capacities. For a
suspended set piece weighing 500kg, the rigging plan selects a 10-tonne rated beam and a 5-tonne rated
chain, providing ample margin. Challenges involve accounting for dynamic loads, wind forces, and
variations in equipment condition.

Safety Culture Promotion

Related terms: leadership commitment, communication, empowerment

A strong safety culture encourages proactive hazard identification and open reporting. The risk assessment
recommends leadership visible commitment, regular safety talks, and recognition of safe behaviour. A
production manager routinely asks “What safety concerns do you have?” during daily briefings. Challenges
include overcoming complacency, integrating safety into creative decision-making, and sustaining
momentum over long shoots.

Safety Data Sheet (SDS) Management

Related terms: hazard communication, accessibility, updates

SDS provide detailed information on hazardous substances. The risk assessment ensures SDS are available
at the point of use, staff are trained on their content, and they are kept current. A makeup department
keeps a binder of all SDS for cosmetics and cleaning agents used on set. Challenges include the volume of
documents, language barriers, and ensuring that SDS are reviewed when new products are introduced.

Scene Hazard Walk-Through

Related terms: pre-shoot inspection, stakeholder involvement, mitigation

Before filming, a walk-through identifies location-specific hazards such as uneven terrain, low-lying wires, or
wildlife. The assessment documents findings and assigns corrective actions. During a forest shoot, the safety
officer notes a hidden pit and marks it with a bright flag, directing the crew to avoid the area. Challenges
include time constraints, unpredictable environmental changes, and ensuring all relevant personnel
participate.

Set Fire-Watch Procedure

Related terms: continuous monitoring, fire extinguishers, hot-work permits

When hot work (welding, pyrotechnics) is performed, a fire-watch must monitor for sparks or flames. The
risk assessment defines watch duties, required equipment, and hand-over protocols. A fire-watcher stands
with a portable extinguisher while a welder operates on a metal prop, ready to intervene at the first sign of

Read online: https://certificates.HealthCareCourses.org.uk/glossaries/ HealthCareCourses (An LSIB brand) - 08 Jul 2026
5359089/risk-assessment-for-film-productions-united-kingdom



Healthg¥e GLOSSARY

fire. Challenges include maintaining vigilance over long periods, coordinating with multiple hot-work
activities, and ensuring the fire-watch understands the specific hazards present.

Set Lighting Heat Mitigation

Related terms: cooling fans, heat shields, airflow

Intense lighting generates heat that can affect actors and equipment. The risk assessment mandates the use
of cooling fans, heat-reflective shields, and proper airflow. A high-output LED panel is equipped with an
auxiliary fan that directs hot air away from the talent. Challenges involve balancing lighting intensity with
cooling capacity, preventing airflow from causing unwanted sound, and ensuring that heat mitigation
measures do not obstruct the shot.

Set Security Protocols

Related terms: access control, badge system, perimeter monitoring

Security measures protect intellectual property, equipment, and personnel. The risk assessment outlines
badge issuance, locked gates, and CCTV monitoring. During a high-budget shoot, only authorized crew
receive RFID badges that grant access to specific zones. Challenges include managing large numbers of
extras, preventing badge sharing, and coordinating with local authorities when filming in public spaces.

Shot-Specific Risk Assessment

Related terms: task-specific hazards, crew briefing, control measures

Each distinct shot may present unique hazards based on location, props, and actions. The assessment
creates a tailored plan for the shot, communicates it to the crew, and verifies controls before filming. For a
stunt involving a moving vehicle, a dedicated risk assessment covers traffic control, barriers, and emergency
response. Challenges involve rapidly updating assessments when script changes occur, ensuring all crew
read the specific brief, and integrating the assessment into the shooting schedule.

Smoke Machine Safety

Related terms: ventilation, fog fluid hazards, fire risk

Smoke machines use glycol-based fluids that can create slip hazards and respiratory irritation. The risk
assessment mandates proper ventilation, spill containment, and fire-watch presence. A fog machine is
placed on a raised platform with a drip tray, and crew wear non-slip shoes. Challenges include managing
fog density for visual effect while maintaining air quality, and preventing fluid accumulation on set surfaces.

Sound Level Monitoring

Related terms: decibel meters, hearing protection, exposure limits

Monitoring sound levels protects crew from excessive noise. The assessment requires calibrated sound level
meters, recording peak levels, and implementing controls when thresholds are exceeded. During a car chase
scene, a sound engineer tracks engine noise and instructs crew to wear earmuffs when levels surpass
90dB(A). Challenges include rapid changes in sound intensity, ensuring meters are positioned correctly, and
balancing authentic sound capture with safety.

Staging Area Safety
Related terms: traffic flow, pedestrian pathways, signage
The staging area where equipment is loaded and unloaded must be organized to prevent collisions and
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trips. The risk assessment defines traffic routes,
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