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Advanced Certificate in War Crimes and Justice

Emerging Challenges in War Crimes Law

Abject Poverty refers to a condition where individuals lack the means to meet their basic needs, often
resulting in human rights violations, and is relevant to war crimes law as it can be used as a tool for
exploitation and manipulation. Related terms include human rights, exploitation, and manipulation. In the
context of war crimes law, abject poverty can be used to understand the motivations behind certain actions,
such as the use of child soldiers or forced labor. For example, in the Democratic Republic of Congo, the
exploitation of natural resources has led to widespread poverty and human rights violations.

Accountability refers to the state of being accountable, or responsible, for one's actions, and is a key
concept in war crimes law. Related terms include responsibility, liability, and answerability. In the context of
war crimes law, accountability is crucial in ensuring that individuals are held responsible for their actions,
and that justice is served. For instance, the International Criminal Court (ICC) was established to hold
individuals accountable for international crimes such as genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity.

Act of War refers to an action taken by a state or non-state actor that is considered a declaration of war,
and is a key concept in international law. Related terms include declaration of war, armed conflict, and use
of force. In the context of war crimes law, acts of war can have significant implications, such as the
application of international humanitarian law (IHL) and the protection of civilians. For example, the use of
force by a state against another state can be considered an act of war, and can lead to the application of
[HL.

Ad Hoc Tribunal refers to a temporary court established to try specific cases, often related to war crimes or
international crimes. Related terms include international tribunal, special court, and hybrid court. In the
context of war crimes law, ad hoc tribunals have been established to try cases related to specific conflicts,
such as the International Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and the International Tribunal for
Rwanda (ICTR). For instance, the ICTY was established to try cases related to war crimes, crimes against
humanity, and genocide committed during the Yugoslav Wars.

Aerial Bombardment refers to the use of aircraft to drop explosive devices on a target, often resulting in
significant harm to civilians and civilian objects. Related terms include air warfare, bombing campaign, and
collateral damage. In the context of war crimes law, aerial bombardment can be considered a war crime if it
results in excessive harm to civilians or civilian objects. For example, the use of aerial bombardment in urban
areas can result in significant harm to civilians and civilian objects, and can be considered a war crime.

Aggression refers to the use of force or threat of force against another state, often resulting in a breach of
international peace and security. Related terms include use of force, armed conflict, and self-defense. In the
context of war crimes law, aggression can be considered a crime under international law, and individuals
can be held accountable for acts of aggression. For instance, the invasion of one state by another can be
considered an act of aggression, and can result in the application of international humanitarian law (IHL).
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Amnesty refers to a grant of immunity or pardon to individuals or groups for past crimes or offenses.
Related terms include pardon, immunity, and impunity. In the context of war crimes law, amnesty can be a
controversial issue, as it can be seen as a means of avoiding accountability for international crimes. For
example, the granting of amnesty to individuals responsible for war crimes can be seen as a means of
undermining justice and accountability.

Armed Conflict refers to a state of hostilities between two or more parties, often resulting in significant
harm to civilians and civilian objects. Related terms include war, armed violence, and military action. In the
context of war crimes law, armed conflict can have significant implications, such as the application of
international humanitarian law (IHL) and the protection of civilians. For instance, the outbreak of armed
conflict can result in the displacement of civilians, and can lead to the application of IHL.

Arms Control refers to the regulation or limitation of the development, production, or deployment of
weapons, often with the aim of reducing the risk of conflict or violence. Related terms include disarmament,
non-proliferation, and weapons control. In the context of war crimes law, arms control can be an important
means of preventing the escalation of conflict and reducing the risk of war crimes. For example, the
regulation of the trade in small arms can help to reduce the risk of violence and conflict.

Belligerent Occupation refers to the control or administration of a territory by a foreign power, often
resulting in a breach of international law. Related terms include military occupation, occupation law, and
territorial administration. In the context of war crimes law, belligerent occupation can have significant
implications, such as the application of international humanitarian law (IHL) and the protection of civilians.
For instance, the occupation of a territory by a foreign power can result in the displacement of civilians, and
can lead to the application of IHL.

Causal Link refers to the connection or relationship between two or more events, often used to establish
liability or responsibility in war crimes cases. Related terms include causation, liability, and responsibility. In
the context of war crimes law, causal link can be an important means of establishing the guilt or
responsibility of individuals or groups for international crimes. For example, the connection between the
actions of a military commander and the resulting harm to civilians can be used to establish liability for war
crimes.

Chemical Warfare refers to the use of chemical agents or substances as a means of warfare, often resulting
in significant harm to civilians and civilian objects. Related terms include biological warfare, toxic
substances, and weapons of mass destruction. In the context of war crimes law, chemical warfare can be
considered a war crime if it results in excessive harm to civilians or civilian objects. For instance, the use of
chemical agents in urban areas can result in significant harm to civilians and civilian objects, and can be
considered a war crime.

Child Soldier refers to a minor or child who is used or recruited by an armed group or force, often resulting
in a breach of international law. Related terms include child recruitment, forced conscription, and juvenile
justice. In the context of war crimes law, child soldiers can be considered victims of war crimes, and
individuals who recruit or use child soldiers can be held accountable for war crimes. For example, the
recruitment of child soldiers by an armed group can be considered a war crime, and can result in the
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application of international humanitarian law (IHL).

Civilian Object refers to a structure or installation that is not a military objective, often protected under
international humanitarian law (IHL). Related terms include civilian infrastructure, protected objects, and
cultural property. In the context of war crimes law, civilian objects can be protected from attack or
destruction, and individuals who target or destroy civilian objects can be held accountable for war crimes.
For instance, the destruction of a hospital or school can be considered a war crime, and can result in the
application of IHL.

Civilian Population refers to the group or community of individuals who are not participating in hostilities,
often protected under international humanitarian law (IHL). Related terms include civilian persons, non-
combatants, and protected persons. In the context of war crimes law, civilian populations can be protected
from attack or harm, and individuals who target or harm civilians can be held accountable for war crimes.
For example, the targeting of civilians in a conflict can be considered a war crime, and can result in the
application of IHL.

Command Responsibility refers to the doctrine or principle that holds military commanders or superiors
responsible for the actions of their subordinates, often used in war crimes cases. Related terms include
superior responsibility, command authority, and accountability. In the context of war crimes law, command
responsibility can be an important means of establishing the guilt or responsibility of individuals or groups
for international crimes. For instance, the failure of a military commander to prevent or punish war crimes
committed by their subordinates can result in liability for war crimes.

Conflict-Related Sexual Violence refers to sexual violence that occurs in the context of armed conflict, often
resulting in significant harm to civilians and civilian objects. Related terms include sexual abuse, rape, and
gender-based violence. In the context of war crimes law, conflict-related sexual violence can be considered
a war crime if it results in excessive harm to civilians or civilian objects. For example, the use of rape as a
weapon of war can result in significant harm to civilians and civilian objects, and can be considered a war
crime.

Crimes Against Humanity refers to a category or class of international crimes that are committed against
civilians or protected persons, often resulting in significant harm or suffering. Related terms include war
crimes, genocide, and human rights abuses. In the context of war crimes law, crimes against humanity can
be considered a serious breach of international law, and individuals who commit such crimes can be held
accountable for war crimes. For instance, the persecution of a particular group or community can be
considered a crime against humanity, and can result in the application of international humanitarian law
(IHL).

Cultural Property refers to property or objects that have cultural or historical significance, often protected
under international humanitarian law (IHL). Related terms include cultural heritage, historical monuments,
and protected objects. In the context of war crimes law, cultural property can be protected from attack or
destruction, and individuals who target or destroy cultural property can be held accountable for war crimes.
For example, the destruction of a historical monument or cultural site can be considered a war crime, and
can result in the application of IHL.
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Customary International Law refers to law or norms that are based on the practice or custom of states, often
used to establish obligations or responsibilities under international law. Related terms include international
custom, state practice, and opinio juris. In the context of war crimes law, customary international law can be
an important means of establishing the guilt or responsibility of individuals or groups for international
crimes. For instance, the prohibition on the use of certain weapons or tactics can be considered a norm of
customary international law, and can be used to establish liability for war crimes.

Diplomatic Immunity refers to the immunity or privilege granted to diplomats or representatives of a state,
often protecting them from jurisdiction or prosecution under the laws of another state. Related terms
include state immunity, sovereign immunity, and diplomatic privilege. In the context of war crimes law,
diplomatic immunity can be a controversial issue, as it can be seen as a means of avoiding accountability for
international crimes. For example, the granting of diplomatic immunity to individuals responsible for war
crimes can be seen as a means of undermining justice and accountability.

Disarmament refers to the process or action of reducing or eliminating weapons or military capabilities,
often with the aim of reducing the risk of conflict or violence. Related terms include arms control, non-
proliferation, and weapons reduction. In the context of war crimes law, disarmament can be an important
means of preventing the escalation of conflict and reducing the risk of war crimes. For instance, the
reduction of nuclear weapons can help to reduce the risk of violence and conflict.

Dual Use refers to items or materials that have both civilian and military uses, often regulated under
international law. Related terms include dual-use technology, dual-use goods, and export controls. In the
context of war crimes law, dual-use items can be an important issue, as they can be used to facilitate or
support international crimes. For example, the export of dual-use items to a state or non-state actor can be
regulated under international law, and can be used to prevent the escalation of conflict.

Economic Sanctions refer to measures or restrictions imposed on a state or non-state actor, often with the
aim of influencing or changing their behavior. Related terms include trade restrictions, economic
embargoes, and financial sanctions. In the context of war crimes law, economic sanctions can be an
important means of preventing or responding to international crimes. For instance, the imposition of
economic sanctions on a state or non-state actor can be used to pressure them to comply with international
law and prevent the escalation of conflict.

Environmental Modification refers to the intentional or deliberate modification or destruction of the
environment, often resulting in significant harm to civilians and civilian objects. Related terms include
environmental degradation, ecological damage, and environmental warfare. In the context of war crimes
law, environmental modification can be considered a war crime if it results in excessive harm to civilians or
civilian objects. For example, the use of environmental modification as a means of warfare can result in
significant harm to civilians and civilian objects, and can be considered a war crime.

Enforced Disappearance refers to the arrest or detention of an individual by a state or non-state actor, often
followed by a refusal to acknowledge or disclose their fate or whereabouts. Related terms include forced
disappearance, missing persons, and human rights abuses. In the context of war crimes law, enforced
disappearance can be considered a war crime if it results in excessive harm to civilians or civilian objects. For
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instance, the arrest and detention of individuals by a state or non-state actor, followed by a refusal to
acknowledge or disclose their fate or whereabouts, can be considered a war crime.

Forced Labor refers to the use or exploitation of individuals for labor or services against their will, often
resulting in a breach of international law. Related terms include slavery, servitude, and human trafficking. In
the context of war crimes law, forced labor can be considered a war crime if it results in excessive harm to
civilians or civilian objects. For example, the use of forced labor in a conflict can result in significant harm to
civilians and civilian objects, and can be considered a war crime.

Genocide refers to the intentional or deliberate destruction or annihilation of a national, ethnical, racial, or
religious group, often resulting in significant harm to civilians and civilian objects. Related terms include war
crimes, crimes against humanity, and human rights abuses. In the context of war crimes law, genocide can
be considered a serious breach of international law, and individuals who commit genocide can be held
accountable for war crimes. For instance, the persecution of a particular group or community can be
considered genocide, and can result in the application of international humanitarian law (IHL).

Guerrilla Warfare refers to a type of asymmetric or irregular warfare that involves the use of hit-and-run
tactics or ambushes by non-state actors, often resulting in significant harm to civilians and civilian objects.
Related terms include insurgency, counter-insurgency, and asymmetric warfare. In the context of war crimes
law, guerrilla warfare can be an important issue, as it can be used to facilitate or support international
crimes. For example, the use of guerrilla warfare tactics by a non-state actor can result in significant harm to
civilians and civilian objects, and can be considered a war crime.

Human Rights refers to the fundamental or inherent rights and freedoms that are inherent to all human
beings, often protected under international law. Related terms include human dignity, human freedom, and
human security. In the context of war crimes law, human rights can be an important means of establishing
the guilt or responsibility of individuals or groups for international crimes. For instance, the violation of
human rights can be considered a war crime, and can result in the application of international humanitarian
law (IHL).

Humanitarian Assistance refers to the provision or delivery of aid or assistance to individuals or
communities affected by conflict or disaster, often with the aim of alleviating or mitigating human suffering.
Related terms include humanitarian aid, humanitarian relief, and disaster response. In the context of war
crimes law, humanitarian assistance can be an important means of preventing or responding to
international crimes. For example, the provision of humanitarian assistance to individuals or communities
affected by conflict can be used to alleviate human suffering and prevent the escalation of conflict.

Humanitarian Law refers to the body or set of rules and principles that regulate the conduct of war or
armed conflict, often with the aim of protecting or safeguarding human life and dignity. Related terms
include international humanitarian law, law of war, and law of armed conflict. In the context of war crimes
law, humanitarian law can be an important means of establishing the guilt or responsibility of individuals or
groups for international crimes. For instance, the violation of humanitarian law can be considered a war
crime, and can result in the application of international humanitarian law (IHL).
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Impunity refers to the state or condition of being immune or exempt from prosecution or punishment for
international crimes, often resulting in a breach of international law. Related terms include immunity,
impunity, and accountability. In the context of war crimes law, impunity can be a controversial issue, as it
can be seen as a means of avoiding accountability for international crimes. For example, the granting of
impunity to individuals responsible for war crimes can be seen as a means of undermining justice and
accountability.

Individual Criminal Responsibility refers to the doctrine or principle that holds individuals responsible or
accountable for international crimes, often used in war crimes cases. Related terms include command
responsibility, superior responsibility, and accountability. In the context of war crimes law, individual criminal
responsibility can be an important means of establishing the guilt or responsibility of individuals or groups
for international crimes. For instance, the failure of an individual to prevent or punish war crimes committed
by their subordinates can result in liability for war crimes.

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) refers to the international or independent organization
that provides humanitarian or assistance to individuals or communities affected by conflict or disaster, often
with the aim of alleviating or mitigating human suffering. Related terms include humanitarian law,
humanitarian assistance, and disaster response. In the context of war crimes law, the ICRC can play an
important role in preventing or responding to international crimes. For example, the provision of
humanitarian assistance by the ICRC can be used to alleviate human suffering and prevent the escalation of
conflict.

International Court of Justice (ICJ) refers to the primary or principal judicial or judiciary organ of the United
Nations, often responsible for settling or resolving disputes between states or other entities. Related terms
include international law, international justice, and dispute resolution. In the context of war crimes law, the
ICJ can play an important role in establishing or interpreting international law, and can be used to prevent
or respond to international crimes. For instance, the advisory opinions of the ICJ can be used to clarify or
interpret international law, and can be used to prevent the escalation of conflict.

International Criminal Court (ICC) refers to the independent or permanent judicial or judiciary organ that is
responsible for prosecuting or trying individuals for international crimes, often with the aim of establishing
or upholding accountability for international crimes. Related terms include international justice, war crimes,
and crimes against humanity. In the context of war crimes law, the ICC can play an important role in
establishing or interpreting international law, and can be used to prevent or respond to international crimes.
For example, the prosecution of individuals for war crimes by the ICC can be used to establish accountability
for international crimes, and can be used to prevent the escalation of conflict.

International Humanitarian Law (IHL) refers to the body or set of rules and principles that regulate the
conduct of war or armed conflict, often with the aim of protecting or safeguarding human life and dignity.
Related terms include humanitarian law, law of war, and law of armed conflict. In the context of war crimes
law, IHL can be an important means of establishing the guilt or responsibility of individuals or groups for
international crimes. For instance, the violation of IHL can be considered a war crime, and can result in the
application of international humanitarian law (IHL).
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International Law refers to the body or set of rules and principles that govern the behavior or conduct of
states or other entities, often with the aim of promoting or protecting international peace and security.
Related terms include international relations, international justice, and global governance. In the context of
war crimes law, international law can be an important means of establishing the guilt or responsibility of
individuals or groups for international crimes. For example, the violation of international law can be
considered a war crime, and can result in the application of international humanitarian law (IHL).

Investigation refers to the process or action of gathering or collecting evidence or information related to a
crime or incident, often with the aim of establishing or determining the facts of a case. Related terms
include inquiry, probe, and fact-finding. In the context of war crimes law, investigation can be an important
means of establishing or interpreting international law, and can be used to prevent or respond to
international crimes. For instance, the investigation of war crimes by a state or international organization
can be used to establish accountability for international crimes, and can be used to prevent the escalation
of conflict.

Jurisdiction refers to the authority or power of a state or entity to exercise or enforce laws or regulations
within a particular territory or domain, often with the aim of promoting or protecting international peace
and security. Related terms include territorial jurisdiction, personal jurisdiction, and subject-matter
jurisdiction. In the context of war crimes law, jurisdiction can be an important means of establishing the
guilt or responsibility of individuals or groups for international crimes. For example, the exercise of
jurisdiction by a state or international organization over a particular territory or domain can be used to
establish accountability for international crimes, and can be used to prevent the escalation of conflict.

Justice refers to the state or condition of being just or fair, often with the aim of promoting or protecting
human rights and dignity. Related terms include fairness, equity, and accountability. In the context of war
crimes law, justice can be an important means of establishing the guilt or responsibility of individuals or
groups for international crimes. For instance, the prosecution of individuals for war crimes can be used to
establish accountability for international crimes, and can be used to prevent the escalation of conflict.

Military Necessity refers to the doctrine or principle that allows for the use of force or violence in a conflict
or war, often with the aim of achieving or attaining a military objective. Related terms include
proportionality, distinction, and precaution. In the context of war crimes law, military necessity can be an
important means of establishing the guilt or responsibility of individuals or groups for international crimes.
For example, the use of force or violence in a conflict can be justified under the doctrine of military
necessity, but can also be subject to the principles of proportionality, distinction, and precaution.

Non-International Armed Conflict refers to a conflict or war that takes place within the territory of a single
state, often involving non-state actors or armed groups. Related terms include internal armed conflict, civil
war, and insurgency. In the context of war crimes law, non-international armed conflict can be an important
means of establishing the guilt or responsibility of individuals or groups for international crimes. For
instance, the use of force or violence in a non-international armed conflict can be subject to the principles
of international humanitarian law (IHL), and can result in the application of IHL.

Occupation refers to the control or administration of a territory or domain by a state or entity, often with
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the aim of exercising or enforcing laws or regulations within that territory or domain. Related terms include
belligerent occupation, military occupation, and territorial administration. In the context of war crimes law,
occupation can be an important means of establishing the guilt or responsibility of individuals or groups for
international crimes. For example, the occupation of a territory by a state or entity can result in the
application of international humanitarian law (IHL), and can be used to establish accountability for
international crimes.

Peacekeeping refers to the activity or action of maintaining or restoring peace and security in a conflict or
post-conflict environment, often with the aim of promoting or protecting human rights and dignity. Related
terms include peace enforcement, peacebuilding, and conflict resolution. In the context of war crimes law,
peacekeeping can be an important means of preventing or responding to international crimes. For instance,
the deployment of peacekeeping forces can be used to maintain or restore peace and security in a conflict
or post-conflict environment, and can be used to prevent the escalation of conflict.

Protection of Civilians refers to the principle or doctrine that aims to safeguard or protect civilians and
civilian objects from the effects or consequences of armed conflict or war. Related terms include distinction,
proportionality, and precaution. In the context of war crimes law, protection of civilians can be an important
means of establishing the guilt or responsibility of individuals or groups for international crimes. For
example, the failure to protect civilians from the effects of armed conflict or war can result in the application
of international humanitarian law (IHL), and can be used to establish accountability for international crimes.

Proportionality refers to the principle or doctrine that aims to balance or weigh the military advantage of an
attack or action against the harm or consequences to civilians and civilian objects. Related terms include
distinction, precaution, and military necessity. In the context of war crimes law, proportionality can be an
important means of establishing the guilt or responsibility of individuals or groups for international crimes.
For instance, the use of force or violence in a conflict can be subject to the principle of proportionality, and
can result in the application of international humanitarian law (IHL).

Reparation refers to the act or process of providing or offering compensation or restoration to individuals
or communities who have been harmed or affected by a crime or violation. Related terms include
restitution, compensation, and satisfaction. In the context of war crimes law, reparation can be an important
means of establishing or upholding accountability for international crimes. For example, the provision of
reparation to individuals or communities who have been harmed or affected by war crimes can be used to
establish accountability for international crimes, and can be used to prevent the escalation of conflict.
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