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Advanced Certificate in War Crimes and Justice

Transitional Justice and Peacebuilding

Amnesty – a legal instrument granting immunity from prosecution for designated offenses. Related terms:
pardon, clemency. Used to encourage surrender of combatants; example: South Africa’s post‑apartheid
amnesty provisions. Challenges include balancing accountability with peace incentives and preventing
impunity.

Accountability – the principle that perpetrators must answer for violations. Related terms: responsibility,
liability. Central to truth commissions; practical application: holding leaders before international tribunals.
Difficulty lies in limited jurisdiction and political resistance.

Armed Conflict – any dispute involving organized armed groups that reaches a threshold of intensity.
Related terms: war, hostilities. Determines applicability of international humanitarian law. Example: the
Syrian civil war. Challenges include classifying non‑state actors and mixed conflicts.

Arrest Warrant – a judicial order authorizing detention of a suspect. Related terms: subpoena, detention
order. Issued by national courts or the ICC. Practical use: securing suspects for trial. Obstacles involve
extradition refusals and lack of cooperation.

Article 7 (ICC) – defines crimes against humanity. Related terms: genocide, war crimes. Requires a
widespread or systematic attack against civilians. Example: the Rwandan genocide. Implementation is
hindered by evidentiary burdens and political pressure.

Article 8 (ICC) – enumerates war crimes. Related terms: violations of Geneva Conventions. Applies to both
international and non‑international armed conflicts. Practical application: prosecuting commanders for
unlawful attacks. Challenges include gathering battlefield evidence.

Article 12 (ICC) – outlines the Court’s jurisdiction. Related terms: admissibility, complementarity. Requires
either state consent or referral by the UN Security Council. Example: the Darfur referral. Issues arise from
veto power and selective referrals.

Article 13 (ICC) – provides for the initiation of investigations. Related terms: proprio motu, referral. The
Prosecutor may act on information from NGOs or victims. Practical use: opening investigations in Kosovo.
Constraints include resource limits and political interference.

Article 14 (ICC) – defines the crime of genocide. Related terms: ethnic cleansing, mass killing. Requires intent
to destroy a protected group. Example: the Bosnian Srebrenica massacre. Challenges involve proving
specific intent and overcoming denial.

Article 15 (ICC) – addresses the crime of aggression. Related terms: war of conquest, illegal use of force.
Requires a decision by the Assembly of States Parties. Practical application: potential prosecution of state
leaders. Difficulties stem from political sensitivities and lack of precedent.
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Articulation of Victimhood – the process by which victims define their experiences and needs. Related terms:
narrative, testimony. Used in truth‑seeking mechanisms. Example: victims’ statements in the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission (TRC). Challenges include retraumatization and unequal representation.

ATR (Alternative Transitional Remedy) – non‑judicial measures designed to address past violations. Related
terms: reparations, community justice. Includes measures such as memorials or institutional reforms.
Practical use: community‑based reconciliation in Colombia. Obstacles involve resource constraints and
cultural relevance.

Banditry – criminal violence by non‑state actors lacking political aims. Related terms: piracy, militia. Often
blurs with insurgency in fragile states. Example: armed groups in the Sahel. Challenges include
distinguishing banditry from conflict for legal categorization.

Basic Rights – fundamental human rights protected under international law. Related terms: civil liberties,
economic, social, and cultural rights. Core to transitional justice frameworks. Practical application:
guaranteeing freedom of expression during political transition. Challenges include balancing security
concerns with rights protections.

Benchmarks for Justice – standards used to assess progress in post‑conflict societies. Related terms:
indicators, metrics. Include criteria such as rule of law, reparations, and institutional reform. Example: UN‑set
benchmarks for Sierra Leone. Implementation often hampered by limited data and political will.

Beneficiary Identification – the process of determining who qualifies for reparations. Related terms:
eligibility, claimant. Critical for equitable distribution of resources. Example: the Gacaca courts’ identification
of victims in Rwanda. Challenges include incomplete records and disputed claims.

Berger’s Theory of Social Reconciliation – a sociological model explaining how societies restore trust after
conflict. Related terms: social capital, collective memory. Emphasizes dialogue and shared narratives.
Practical use: designing community workshops. Limitations involve deep‑seated mistrust and divergent
histories.

Binational Commission – a joint body created by two states to address shared post‑conflict issues. Related
terms: bilateral cooperation, joint task force. Example: the US‑Vietnam Peace Commission. Applications
include coordinating reparations and archival access. Challenges are divergent political agendas and legal
incompatibilities.

Blood Diamonds – conflict minerals financed by armed groups. Related terms: resource curse, illicit trade.
Their trade fuels war economies. Example: the Kimberley Process certification scheme. Obstacles include
smuggling networks and weak enforcement.

Bonfire of the Vanities – metaphorical expression for the destruction of cultural heritage during conflict.
Related terms: cultural cleansing, heritage loss. Highlights the need for protective measures. Practical
example: UNESCO’s emergency safeguarding of sites in Iraq. Challenges are funding and security
constraints.
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Boundary‑Setting – the delineation of jurisdictional limits for justice mechanisms. Related terms:
competence, territorial scope. Essential for avoiding overlap between national courts and international
tribunals. Example: the ICC’s complementarity principle. Difficulties arise when multiple authorities claim
jurisdiction.

Broad‑Based Participation – inclusive engagement of diverse stakeholders in peace processes. Related
terms: stakeholder analysis, civil society. Ensures legitimacy and sustainability. Practical application:
multi‑ethnic delegations in peace negotiations. Challenges include managing competing interests and
power imbalances.

Burden of Proof – the evidentiary standard required to secure a conviction. Related terms: beyond
reasonable doubt, preponderance of evidence. In war crimes trials, the standard is “beyond reasonable
doubt.” Example: the ICTY’s evidentiary thresholds. Challenges involve limited forensic capacity and witness
intimidation.

Cambridge Draft – a set of proposed reforms for the International Criminal Court. Related terms: Rome
Statute amendments, procedural rules. Aims to improve efficiency and victim participation. Practical
implications include streamlined trial phases. Controversy stems from concerns over diluting rights.

Camouflage of Violence – tactics that conceal the nature or scale of atrocities. Related terms: disinformation,
propaganda. Utilized by perpetrators to evade accountability. Example: denial of mass graves in Kosovo.
Counter‑measures involve satellite imagery and forensic archaeology.

Case Law – judicial decisions that establish legal precedents. Related terms: jurisprudence, stare decisis.
Influences future prosecutions and legal interpretations. Example: the ICTR’s rulings on sexual violence as a
weapon of war. Challenges include divergent interpretations across tribunals.

Civil Society – non‑governmental organizations and community groups. Related terms: NGOs, grassroots
movements. Play vital roles in monitoring, advocacy, and victim support. Practical application: NGOs
documenting evidence for the ICC. Obstacles include funding insecurity and repression.

Cluster Munitions – explosive weapons that release multiple sub‑munitions. Related terms: indiscriminate
weapons, landmines. Their use is prohibited under the Convention on Cluster Munitions. Example:
de‑mining initiatives in Lebanon. Challenges involve stockpile destruction and victim assistance.

Collective Memory – shared recollections of past events within a community. Related terms: historiography,
narrative. Shapes reconciliation efforts and identity formation. Practical use: museum exhibits
commemorating genocide. Difficulties include contested narratives and selective forgetting.

Command Responsibility – a doctrine holding superiors liable for subordinates’ crimes. Related terms:
superior liability, chain of command. Requires proof of knowledge and failure to prevent or punish. Example:
conviction of General Luttig at the ICTY. Implementation can be hampered by evidentiary gaps.

Commemorative Justice – symbolic measures acknowledging victims’ suffering. Related terms: memorials,
days of remembrance. Reinforces societal acknowledgment and healing. Example: the Kigali Genocide

Read online: https://certificates.HealthCareCourses.org.uk/glossaries/
5286900/transitional-justice-and-peacebuilding

HealthCareCourses (An LSIB brand) · 21 Jun 2026



G LO S S A RY

Memorial. Challenges include politicization and exclusion of minority narratives.

Conflict‑Sensitive Development – programming that avoids exacerbating tensions. Related terms: Do No
Harm, humanitarian‑development nexus. Integrates peacebuilding into reconstruction projects. Practical
application: livelihood training in post‑war Liberia. Obstacles include limited local buy‑in and security
volatility.

Constitutional Reform – changes to a nation’s fundamental law. Related terms: charter amendment, legal
overhaul. Often part of transitional justice packages to embed rights protections. Example: post‑dictatorship
reforms in Chile. Challenges include political opposition and implementation lag.

Consultative Process – dialogue with stakeholders to shape policies. Related terms: participatory approach,
stakeholder engagement. Improves legitimacy of reparations schemes. Practical use: community forums in
Nepal’s peace process. Difficulties include ensuring representation of marginalized groups.

Counter‑Insurgency – military and political strategies to defeat insurgents. Related terms: COIN,
stabilization. May involve legal and ethical dilemmas, such as detention practices. Example: US operations in
Afghanistan. Challenges include civilian casualties and erosion of rule of law.

Crimes Against Humanity – widespread or systematic attacks on civilians. Related terms: genocide, war
crimes. Encompasses murder, enslavement, torture, etc. Example: the Rwandan genocide’s mass killings.
Prosecutorial challenges include linking acts to a state or organization.

Criminal Responsibility – legal liability for committing or aiding crimes. Related terms: culpability, guilt.
Central to individual accountability. Example: individual trials at the International Criminal Tribunal for the
former Yugoslavia (ICTY). Barriers include amnesties and lack of evidence.

Critical Juncture – a pivotal moment that shapes future trajectories. Related terms: turning point, decision
node. Peace agreements often represent such moments. Example: the 1995 Dayton Accords. Exploiting
these periods demands strategic planning; risks include missed opportunities.

Cultural Reconciliation – efforts to restore respect for cultural identities. Related terms: heritage
preservation, intercultural dialogue. Involves protecting religious sites and language rights. Practical
application: bilingual education reforms in post‑conflict Bosnia. Challenges include nationalist backlash and
resource scarcity.

DDR (Disarmament, Demobilization, Reintegration) – a three‑stage process for ex‑combatants. Related
terms: demilitarization, reinsertion. Disarmament collects weapons; demobilization disbands units;
reintegration supports livelihood. Example: Sierra Leone’s DDR programme. Obstacles include inadequate
funding and security concerns.

Democratic Transition – shift from authoritarian rule to democratic governance. Related terms: regime
change, political liberalization. Often accompanied by justice reforms. Example: Indonesia’s post‑Suharto
transition. Challenges involve entrenched elites and weak institutions.

Denialism – refusal to acknowledge established facts of atrocities. Related terms: revisionism, historical
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negation. Undermines truth‑seeking and reparations. Example: denial of the Armenian genocide.
Counter‑measures include education campaigns and legal bans on hate speech.

Deterrence – the prevention of future crimes through the threat of punishment. Related terms: preventive
justice, punitive measures. International tribunals aim to deter mass atrocities. Example: the ICC’s outreach
to deter war crimes in the DRC. Effectiveness is debated due to limited enforcement capacity.

Doctrine of Nullum Crimen Sine Legge – “no crime without law.” Related terms: legality principle,
retroactivity. Requires that conduct be defined as criminal at the time it occurred. Central to war‑crime
prosecutions. Challenges arise when domestic laws are vague or conflicting with international norms.

Doctrine of Universal Jurisdiction – the ability of any state to prosecute certain crimes regardless of location.
Related terms: extraterritorial jurisdiction, global jurisdiction. Applies to genocide, crimes against humanity,
torture. Example: Spain’s prosecution of former Chilean officials. Obstacles include diplomatic friction and
political misuse.

Economic Reparations – monetary compensation for material loss. Related terms: financial restitution,
compensation. May include pensions, land restitution, or infrastructure rebuilding. Example: the Bosnian
Serb reparations fund. Challenges involve valuation methods and ensuring equitable distribution.

Effective Justice – outcomes that promote accountability, deterrence, and victim satisfaction. Related terms:
substantive justice, procedural fairness. Measured by trial convictions, reparations delivered, and
institutional reforms. Practical assessment uses post‑conflict surveys. Barriers include corruption and limited
capacity.

Enforced Disappearance – arrest or detention by state agents followed by concealment of the victim’s fate.
Related terms: missing persons, forced disappearance. Recognized as a crime against humanity. Example:
disappearances during Argentina’s Dirty War. Challenges include locating remains and prosecuting state
actors.

Equitable Access – ensuring all victims can obtain justice mechanisms. Related terms: inclusivity,
non‑discrimination. Implemented through mobile courts, translation services, and legal aid. Example:
outreach courts in post‑election Kenya. Obstacles include remote geography and literacy barriers.

Establishment Clause – constitutional provision separating church and state. Related terms: secularism,
religious freedom. Relevant when designing memorials or reparations programs that respect diverse beliefs.
Example: secular memorial design in post‑genocide Rwanda. Tensions arise when cultural traditions
intersect with secular law.

Ex‑Post Facto Law – legislation applied retroactively to criminalize past conduct. Related terms: retroactive
legislation, retrospective law. Generally prohibited under international law. Example: attempts to criminalize
pre‑1990 actions in transitional societies. Legal challenges arise when victims seek redress for earlier abuses.

Exhumation – forensic recovery of bodies from mass graves. Related terms: forensic archaeology, DNA
identification. Provides evidence for prosecutions and closure for families. Example: exhumations in Bosnia
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and Herzegovina. Obstacles include security risks and limited technical expertise.

Fact‑Finding Mission – an investigative delegation that gathers evidence on alleged violations. Related
terms: inquiry, investigative commission. May be UN‑mandated or NGO‑led. Practical use: fact‑finding on
alleged war crimes in Yemen. Constraints include access denial and political obstruction.

Family Reunification – programs that reunite displaced persons with relatives. Related terms: repatriation,
resettlement. Essential for social reintegration after conflict. Example: UNHCR’s family tracing in South
Sudan. Challenges include documentation gaps and ongoing insecurity.

Forced Migration – involuntary displacement due to conflict or persecution. Related terms: refugees,
internally displaced persons (IDPs). Generates humanitarian crises and complicates justice processes.
Example: displacement during the Darfur conflict. Issues include durable solutions and property restitution.

Gender‑Based Violence (GBV) – sexual and other violence targeting individuals because of gender. Related
terms: rape, sexual slavery. Recognized as a war crime and crime against humanity. Practical application:
specialized GBV units in ICC investigations. Challenges include stigma, under‑reporting, and witness
protection.

Genocide – intentional acts to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnic, racial, or religious group.
Related terms: ethnic cleansing, mass killing. Requires specific intent (dolus specialis). Example: the
Holocaust. Prosecutorial difficulty lies in proving intent and countering denial.

Good Governance – transparent, accountable, and participatory administration. Related terms: rule of law,
public sector integrity. Integral to sustainable peacebuilding. Example: anti‑corruption reforms in
post‑conflict Timor‑Leste. Obstacles include entrenched patronage networks.

Grand Strategy – overarching plan linking political, military, and diplomatic objectives. Related terms:
comprehensive approach, strategic framework. Guides long‑term peacebuilding. Example: the US’s
“whole‑of‑government” approach in Iraq. Implementation difficulty stems from inter‑agency coordination.

Ground‑Truthing – verification of reported events through direct observation. Related terms: field
verification, on‑site assessment. Used to confirm allegations of atrocities. Example: satellite imagery
corroborated by ground teams in Syria. Challenges include security restrictions and access denial.

Human Rights Law – body of international norms protecting individual dignity. Related terms: civil liberties,
humanitarian law. Provides the substantive basis for many war‑crime prosecutions. Practical application:
invoking the ICC’s jurisdiction under the Rome Statute. Limitations involve enforcement gaps.

Humanitarian Intervention – use of force by states or organisations to stop mass atrocities. Related terms:
Responsibility to Protect (R2P), peace enforcement. Example: NATO intervention in Kosovo. Controversial
due to sovereignty concerns and potential for mission creep.

Impunity – exemption from punishment or legal liability. Related terms: immunity, non‑accountability.
Undermines rule of law and victim trust. Example: failure to prosecute perpetrators in post‑conflict Liberia.
Overcoming impunity requires institutional reforms and political will.
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Indemnity – compensation paid to a state or individual for loss or damage. Related terms: restitution,
reparation. In transitional contexts, may be offered to former regime officials as part of peace deals.
Example: indemnity clauses in the 1995 Dayton Accords. Risks include perceived favoritism.

International Criminal Court (ICC) – permanent tribunal established to prosecute genocide, crimes against
humanity, war crimes, and aggression. Related terms: Rome Statute, permanent court. Operates on
complementarity with national jurisdictions. Challenges involve limited jurisdiction, political resistance, and
lengthy proceedings.

International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) – ad‑hoc tribunal created by the UN to
address crimes committed in the Balkans. Related terms: ad‑hoc tribunal, hybrid court. Set precedents on
command responsibility and sexual violence. Lessons include the importance of victim participation and the
difficulty of managing large caseloads.

International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) – UN‑mandated court prosecuting genocide and related
crimes in Rwanda. Related terms: genocide tribunal, special court. Notable for recognizing rape as a means
of genocide. Challenges included limited resources and political interference.

International Humanitarian Law (IHL) – legal framework governing conduct of armed conflict and protection
of persons. Related terms: Geneva Conventions, law of armed conflict. Provides the substantive basis for
war‑crime definitions. Practical application: assessing legality of attacks on civilian infrastructure.
Enforcement relies on state compliance and accountability mechanisms.

International Law – system of rules recognized as binding among states and other actors. Related terms:
treaty law, customary law. Encompasses human rights, humanitarian, and criminal law. In transitional justice,
guides the design of domestic reforms. Challenges include divergent interpretations and limited
enforcement.

Judicial Independence – freedom of courts from external pressures. Related terms: separation of powers,
impartiality. Essential for fair trials of war criminals. Example: reforms to safeguard judges in
post‑authoritarian Nepal. Threats include political appointments and security threats.

Justice Gap – disparity between the number of crimes committed and prosecutions achieved. Related terms:
accountability deficit, impunity gap. Highlights resource constraints and political obstacles. Example: low
prosecution rates for sexual violence in the DRC. Addressing the gap requires capacity‑building and
victim‑centered approaches.

Key Informant – individual with specialized knowledge who provides testimony or data. Related terms:
source, witness. Often used in fact‑finding missions. Example: former militia commander assisting the ICC.
Challenges include credibility assessment and protection needs.

Legitimacy – perception that an authority is appropriate, just, and worthy of obedience. Related terms:
authority, acceptance. Central to the success of peace agreements and justice institutions. Practical
strategies: inclusive participation and transparent processes. Threats include elite capture and perceived
bias.
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Legal Pluralism – coexistence of multiple legal systems within a single jurisdiction. Related terms: customary
law, formal law. In many post‑conflict societies, customary mechanisms operate alongside state courts.
Example: hybrid tribunals in Sierra Leone. Challenges involve harmonizing standards and preventing parallel
injustice.

Legislative Amnesty – statutory provision granting immunity to individuals for past offenses. Related terms:
blanket pardon, legal immunities. Often negotiated in peace deals. Example: the 2005 Colombian amnesty
law. Criticized for undermining victims’ rights and international obligations.

Local Ownership – principle that affected communities drive their own peace and justice processes. Related
terms: community‑led, grassroots empowerment. Enhances sustainability and relevance. Practical
application: community reconciliation circles in Burundi. Obstacles include limited capacity and elite
domination.

Loss‑And‑Damage – compensation for irreversible harms caused by climate‑related conflicts or
environmental degradation. Related terms: reparations, compensation. Emerging concept in transitional
contexts where climate change fuels violence. Example: discussions at the UN Climate Conference on
conflict‑related displacement. Implementation frameworks are still nascent.

Macro‑Level Analysis – examination of broad structural factors such as political economy and international
relations. Related terms: systemic analysis, big‑picture view. Guides strategic peacebuilding design. Example:
analyzing resource flows that funded armed groups in the Congo. Challenges include data scarcity and
complexity.

Mandate Creep – gradual expansion of a mission’s scope beyond its original authorization. Related terms:
mission overreach, scope inflation. Can dilute focus and strain resources. Example: UN peacekeeping
missions taking on extensive civilian protection tasks. Mitigation involves clear mandates and periodic
reviews.

Mass Atrocity – large‑scale violence including genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity. Related
terms: systematic violence, large‑scale killing. Triggers international response mechanisms. Example: the
Rohingya crisis. Challenges include swift detection and coordinated prosecution.

Mechanism of Truth – institutional process for uncovering past abuses and establishing an official narrative.
Related terms: truth commission, fact‑finding body. Provides a platform for victim testimony. Example: the
South African TRC. Limitations involve limited punitive power and potential politicization.

Military Tribunal – court established to try members of armed forces for violations of law. Related terms:
court‑martial, military court. Historical example: Nuremberg Trials. Contemporary use includes ad‑hoc
tribunals for specific conflicts. Issues include perceived bias and limited jurisdiction over civilians.

Mixed‑Method Research – combination of qualitative and quantitative approaches to study conflict‑related
phenomena. Related terms: triangulation, interdisciplinary study. Enhances robustness of evidence for
prosecutions. Example: surveys combined with satellite analysis in conflict zones. Challenges involve
methodological coherence and resource intensity.
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Monocide – deliberate destruction of a cultural or religious group without physical extermination. Related
terms: cultural genocide, ethnocide. Recognized in some academic debates but not formally codified.
Example: destruction of cultural heritage in Timbuktu. Legal gaps complicate redress.

Moral Responsibility – ethical obligation to address wrongdoing regardless of legal liability. Related terms:
ethical duty, conscience. Informs reparations and apologies. Example: state apologies for historic injustices.
Challenges include divergent moral narratives and political costs.

Negotiated Settlement – peace agreement reached through dialogue among warring parties. Related terms:
peace accord, ceasefire. Often includes justice components such as amnesties or tribunals. Example: the
1996 peace agreement in Guatemala. Risks involve unequal bargaining power and implementation failures.

Non‑Combatant Immunity – principle that civilians should not be targeted in armed conflict. Related terms:
protection of civilians, civilian protection. Embedded in IHL. Violations constitute war crimes. Practical
enforcement includes monitoring by NGOs. Obstacles include distinguishing combatants from civilians in
asymmetric warfare.

Non‑Governmental Organization (NGO) – independent group working on humanitarian, development, or
advocacy issues. Related terms: civil society, nonprofit. Plays pivotal role in documentation, victim
assistance, and advocacy. Example: Human Rights Watch reporting on atrocities. Constraints include
funding volatility and security threats.

Non‑Refoulement – prohibition against returning refugees to a place where they face persecution. Related
terms: asylum principle, protection duty. Relevant when victims fear retaliation after participating in
truth‑seeking. Practical application: granting asylum to former combatants. Challenges include verification
of claims and political pressure.

Normative Framework – set of standards that govern behavior in a given field. Related terms: legal
standards, ethical guidelines. Guides transitional justice design. Example: the UN’s “Guidelines for the
Effective Implementation of Transitional Justice Mechanisms.” Implementation may clash with local customs.

Obligation to Investigate – duty of states to examine alleged serious violations. Related terms: due
diligence, inquiry duty. Enshrined in international human rights treaties. Practical use: launching
investigations into alleged torture. Barriers include lack of independence and political interference.

Observatory – independent body that monitors compliance with peace agreements or justice mandates.
Related terms: monitoring board, oversight committee. Provides transparency and accountability. Example:
the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights’ monitoring of the Syrian conflict. Effectiveness
depends on access and political support.

Peace Accord – formal agreement that ends hostilities and outlines political arrangements. Related terms:
ceasefire, settlement. May embed justice components such as truth commissions. Example: the 1999 peace
accord in Mozambique. Implementation often stalls due to lack of trust and resources.

Peacebuilding – comprehensive effort to address root causes of conflict and sustain peace. Related terms:
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reconstruction, reconciliation. Involves security, governance, economic development, and justice. Practical
application: integrated DDR and institutional reform programs. Challenges include donor coordination and
local ownership.

Peacekeeping – deployment of multinational forces to maintain ceasefire and protect civilians. Related
terms: UN missions, blue helmets. Often linked with political processes. Example: UNMIL in Liberia.
Limitations include mandate ambiguity and resource constraints.

Peace Process – series of negotiations, actions, and reforms aimed at ending conflict. Related terms:
dialogue, conflict resolution. Requires sequencing of security, political, and justice measures. Example:
multi‑track negotiations in the Sudan Comprehensive Peace Agreement. Risks of spoilers and premature
elections.

Perpetrator‑Centric Approach – focus on punishing offenders rather than addressing victim needs. Related
terms: retributive justice, punitive model. May lead to victor’s justice perceptions. Example: early post‑WWII
war‑crime trials. Balancing with restorative elements is essential to avoid alienating survivors.

Performance‑Based Funding – allocation of resources contingent on measurable results. Related terms:
results‑based financing, outcome funding. Used to incentivize effective reparations delivery. Example: donor
funding tied to number of beneficiaries served. Risks include perverse incentives and data manipulation.

Personal Jurisdiction – authority of a court over an individual based on presence or conduct. Related terms:
territorial jurisdiction, subject‑matter jurisdiction. Relevant for prosecuting war crimes when the accused
travels abroad. Example: universal jurisdiction cases in Belgium. Challenges include diplomatic immunity and
extradition refusals.

Political Settlement – arrangement of power-sharing among former combatants. Related terms:
power‑sharing, coalition government. Often a prerequisite for durable peace. Example: the 2005
Comprehensive Peace Agreement in Sudan. Potential pitfalls include institutionalizing divisions and
marginalizing minorities.

Post‑Conflict Reconstruction – rebuilding of physical infrastructure and institutions after war. Related terms:
rebuilding, recovery. Includes housing, schools, and governance structures. Example: reconstruction of
Kosovo’s municipal services. Coordination among donors and local actors remains a major challenge.

Pre‑emptive Justice – measures taken to prevent anticipated crimes before they occur. Related terms:
preventive diplomacy, early warning. Includes sanctions and targeted prosecutions. Example: ICC’s
investigation into potential crimes in Libya before escalation. Effectiveness limited by political will and
intelligence reliability.

Procedural Fairness – guarantee that legal processes are impartial and transparent. Related terms: due
process, fair trial rights. Essential for legitimacy of war‑crime trials. Practical safeguards: public hearings,
right to counsel. Violations may lead to appeals and loss of credibility.

Protective Mandate – legal authority to intervene to safeguard civilians. Related terms: humanitarian

Read online: https://certificates.HealthCareCourses.org.uk/glossaries/
5286900/transitional-justice-and-peacebuilding

HealthCareCourses (An LSIB brand) · 21 Jun 2026



G LO S S A RY

mandate, security mandate. Embedded in UN resolutions under R2P. Example: UNSC Resolution 1973
authorizing protection of civilians in Libya. Controversy over mission scope and exit strategies.

Public Apology – formal expression of regret by a state or institution. Related terms: acknowledgment,
remorse. Symbolic step toward reconciliation. Example: Australian government apology to Indigenous
peoples. Effectiveness depends on accompanying concrete measures.

Quasi‑Judicial Body – entity that performs adjudicative functions without full judicial authority. Related
terms: tribunal, commission. Example: the UN‑established Commission of Inquiry on Darfur. Provides
fact‑finding and recommendations but lacks enforcement power.

Reparations – measures to compensate victims for losses suffered. Related terms: restitution, compensation,
satisfaction. Can be monetary, symbolic, or material. Example: reparations fund for victims of the Yugoslav
wars. Challenges include quantifying harm and ensuring equitable distribution.

Restorative Justice – approach emphasizing healing, dialogue, and community involvement. Related terms:
reconciliation, victim‑offender mediation. Contrasts with retributive models. Practical application:
community circles in Rwanda. Limitations involve severity of crimes and power imbalances.

Rule of Law – principle that all individuals and institutions are subject to the law. Related terms: legal order,
justice system. Foundation for accountability and stability. Example: reforms to strengthen judicial
independence in post‑conflict Sierra Leone. Threats include corruption and politicization.

Safeguard Clause – provision allowing a state to opt out of certain obligations under a treaty. Related terms:
reservation, exemption. Occasionally invoked in human rights treaties. Example: states reserving the right to
impose capital punishment. May undermine universal standards.

Security Sector Reform (SSR) – restructuring of security institutions to ensure civilian control and respect for
rights. Related terms: police reform, demilitarization. Critical for preventing recurrence of abuses. Example:
police professionalization in post‑war Liberia. Challenges include entrenched patronage and lack of training.

Sexual Violence in Conflict – use of rape, sexual slavery, and other gender‑based crimes as tactics of war.
Related terms: wartime rape, GBV. Recognized as a war crime and crime against humanity. Practical
response: specialized units in ICC investigations. Barriers include stigma and limited forensic capacity.

Shared Governance – joint administration of political power among former adversaries. Related terms:
power‑sharing, coalition governance. Intended to prevent dominance by any single group. Example: the
power‑sharing arrangement in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Risks include deadlock and institutional fragility.

Sharia‑Based Justice – legal system derived from Islamic law. Related terms: religious law, hudud. May
intersect with secular courts in mixed jurisdictions. Example: hybrid tribunals incorporating Sharia in Sudan.
Tension arises when international standards conflict with religious prescriptions.

Social Cohesion – degree of trust and solidarity among members of a society. Related terms: community
integration, solidarity. Indicator of peacebuilding success. Practical interventions: inter‑communal dialogue
programs. Threats include segregation and lingering grievances.
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Special Court – hybrid tribunal combining international and domestic law and personnel. Related terms:
hybrid court, mixed tribunal. Example: the Special Court for Sierra Leone. Offers local ownership while
meeting international standards. Challenges include funding sustainability and political interference.

Strategic Narrative – deliberately crafted story that frames conflict and peace processes. Related terms:
discourse, framing. Influences public perception and legitimacy. Example: peacebuilding campaigns using
inclusive narratives. Risks include manipulation and exclusion of alternative voices.

Structural Violence – systemic harm inflicted by social structures. Related terms: institutional oppression,
systemic injustice. Underlies many root causes of conflict. Practical analysis: examining discriminatory land
policies. Addressing requires deep reforms beyond immediate security measures.

Subsidiarity – principle that decisions should be taken at the lowest competent level. Related terms:
decentralization, local autonomy. Applied in designing justice mechanisms to ensure community relevance.
Example: local truth‑telling forums in Guatemala. Challenges include capacity gaps at sub‑national levels.

Survivor‑Centred Approach – methodology that prioritizes the needs and agency of victims. Related terms:
victim‑focused, trauma‑informed. Guides reparations design and testimony processes. Practical steps:
confidential interview spaces, psychosocial support. Obstacles include resource scarcity and cultural taboos.

Sustainable Peace – peace that endures over time and addresses underlying causes. Related terms: durable
peace, long‑term stability. Requires integrated security, governance, and justice strategies. Example:
comprehensive peacebuilding in post‑conflict Nepal. Monitoring involves longitudinal studies and
indicators.

Targeted Sanctions – measures aimed at specific individuals or entities responsible for violations. Related
terms: asset freeze, travel ban</i
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