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Professional Certificate in Film Production Management

Location Management

Accessibility Compliance – Related terms: ADA, inclusive design. Refers to ensuring that locations meet legal
and ethical standards for people with disabilities. Practical application includes checking ramp slopes,
restroom accessibility, and clear pathways. Challenge: older buildings often require costly modifications or
alternative sites.

Acquisition Agreement – Related terms: location contract, lease. A legal document that secures the right to
use a property for a specified period. It outlines fees, insurance requirements, and restoration obligations.
Example: negotiating a one‑day shoot in a historic theater. Challenge: balancing budget limits with
extensive clauses.

Agency Liaison – Related terms: government contact, permitting officer. The point of communication
between the production team and a public agency that controls a location. Useful for expediting permits
and understanding regulatory constraints. Challenge: navigating bureaucratic delays and differing agency
priorities.

Air Rights – Related terms: vertical space, rooftop usage. Legal entitlement to use the space above a
property, often needed for aerial shots or drone operations. Practical use: filming a cityscape from a
building’s roof. Challenge: acquiring rights from multiple owners and complying with aviation regulations.

Backup Location – Related terms: alternate site, contingency plan. A secondary venue pre‑approved to
substitute if the primary location becomes unavailable. Example: securing a second park for a picnic scene.
Challenge: additional scouting time and budget allocation for an unused site.

Budget Allocationlocation fees, contingency fund. The portion of the production budget assigned to
location expenses, including permits, rentals, and transportation. Practical tip: set aside 10‑15 % of total
budget for location costs. Challenge: unexpected fees can erode the contingency.

Building Permit – Related terms: construction approval, structural alteration. Required when a location will
undergo modifications such as set construction or demolition. Example: erecting a temporary façade on a
storefront. Challenge: obtaining permits can take weeks and may restrict creative changes.

Camera Blocking – Related terms: shot composition, staging. Planning the movement of actors and camera
within a location to achieve desired coverage. Location managers collaborate with directors to ensure space
allows intended movements. Challenge: cramped interiors may limit tracking shots.

Carbon Footprint – Related terms: environmental impact, sustainable production. The total greenhouse gas
emissions generated by location travel, set construction, and resource use. Practical application: choosing
nearby locations to reduce truck mileage. Challenge: balancing artistic needs with eco‑friendly choices.

Case Study Review – Related terms: post‑mortem, lessons learned. An analysis of a completed shoot
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focusing on location logistics, permitting, and budget adherence. Used to improve future location planning.
Challenge: gathering accurate data from multiple departments.

Chain of Custody – Related terms: equipment tracking, security log. Documentation that records who has
handled location assets, such as props or set pieces, to prevent loss or damage. Practical use: signed
check‑in sheets for rented furniture. Challenge: maintaining meticulous records on fast‑paced shoots.

Clearance Letter – Related terms: right‑of‑publicity, location release. A written statement from a property
owner granting permission to film on their premises. Essential for avoiding legal disputes. Example: a letter
from a private residence owner. Challenge: owners may request credit or compensation.

Compliance Checklist – Related terms: risk assessment, safety audit. A standardized list used to verify that a
location meets all legal, safety, and insurance requirements before filming. Practical use: ticking off fire exits,
first‑aid kits, and crowd control plans. Challenge: keeping the list updated with changing regulations.

Contingency Planning – Related terms: risk management, backup schedule. Preparing alternative strategies
for weather, equipment failure, or location denial. Example: having indoor locations ready for rain‑prone
outdoor scenes. Challenge: allocating budget without over‑inflating costs.

Contractual Obligation – Related terms: legal duty, performance clause. Any requirement stipulated in a
location agreement that must be fulfilled, such as restoration of property after filming. Practical application:
budgeting for repainting a wall. Challenge: ambiguous language can lead to disputes.

Crew Parking – Related terms: vehicle allocation, loading zone. Designated areas where production vehicles
may park without obstructing traffic or violating local ordinances. Example: securing a nearby lot for trucks.
Challenge: limited space in urban centers may increase congestion.

Culture Sensitivity – Related terms: community outreach, representation. Ensuring that location choices
respect local customs, traditions, and historical significance. Practical step: consulting with community
leaders before shooting in a heritage site. Challenge: mitigating backlash from perceived misrepresentation.

Damages Deposit – Related terms: security bond, refundable fee. Money held by the property owner to
cover potential damage caused by the production. Example: a $5,000 deposit for a museum shoot.
Challenge: negotiating the amount and conditions for return.

Day‑Out Rate – Related terms: location fee, rental cost. The amount charged by a property owner for each
day of use. Rates may vary based on season, exclusivity, and required services. Practical tip: negotiate flat
fees for multi‑day shoots. Challenge: hidden costs such as utilities can increase the total.

Denial Letter – Related terms: rejection notice, alternative proposal. Formal communication from a property
owner refusing permission to film. Useful for documenting reasons and exploring compromises. Challenge:
limited time to secure a replacement location.

Drone Clearance – Related terms: UAS permit, airspace restriction. Authorization required to operate
unmanned aerial vehicles over a location. Practical step: filing a request with the national aviation authority.
Challenge: restricted airspace near airports or government buildings.
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Environmental Impact Assessment – Related terms: eco‑audit, sustainability report. Evaluation of how a
location shoot will affect the surrounding ecosystem, including waste, noise, and wildlife disturbance.
Practical use: limiting set construction in protected areas. Challenge: additional paperwork can delay
approvals.

Equipment Load‑In – Related terms: setup schedule, logistics. The process of bringing cameras, lights, and
set pieces into a location. Requires coordination with property owners to avoid damage. Example: using a
freight elevator for heavy rigs. Challenge: narrow doorways may restrict gear size.

Exclusivity Clause – Related terms: private use, non‑competition. Provision in a location contract that
prevents other productions from using the site during the agreed period. Useful for maintaining continuity.
Challenge: higher fees for exclusive access.

External Permitting – Related terms: municipal approval, road closure. Securing authorization from local
authorities for activities that affect public spaces, such as street closures or fireworks. Practical step:
submitting detailed plans to the city council. Challenge: public opposition may lead to denial or restrictions.

Fire Safety Plan – Related terms: evacuation route, extinguishers. Document outlining procedures to prevent
and respond to fire hazards on set. Includes placement of fire blankets and designated safety officers.
Challenge: ensuring compliance in historic buildings with limited exits.

Focal Point Identification – Related terms: visual anchor, set dressing. Determining the area within a location
that will draw audience attention in the frame. Guides set decoration and lighting placement. Example: a
vintage clock in a hallway. Challenge: cluttered spaces can dilute focus.

Food Service Coordination – Related terms: catering, health permits. Arranging meals for cast and crew at or
near the location, while complying with local health regulations. Practical tip: using approved kitchen
facilities. Challenge: limited space may require mobile catering units.

Foot Traffic Management – Related terms: crowd control, security. Strategies to direct pedestrians and
on‑lookers away from filming areas to maintain continuity and safety. Example: hiring security to cordon off
a street. Challenge: high‑traffic zones increase staffing costs.

Freight Elevator Use – Related terms: load‑in logistics, weight limit. Utilizing building service elevators to
transport large equipment. Requires prior permission and scheduling to avoid conflict with occupants.
Challenge: some elevators have low weight capacities, necessitating multiple trips.

Geotagging – Related terms: location metadata, GPS coordinates. Recording precise latitude and longitude
of a shoot site for post‑production reference and legal documentation. Practical use: embedding data in
footage files. Challenge: dense urban canyons may reduce GPS accuracy.

Green Screen Integration – Related terms: chroma key, virtual set. Using a painted backdrop to replace real
locations in post‑production. Allows flexibility when real sites are unavailable. Example: filming actors on a
studio floor while planning to insert a city skyline later. Challenge: lighting must be controlled to avoid spill.

Hazard Identification – Related terms: risk assessment, safety briefing. Systematic process of spotting
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potential dangers at a location, such as uneven flooring or exposed wiring. Findings inform safety protocols.
Challenge: hidden hazards may emerge only after set construction begins.

Historical Preservation Rules – Related terms: heritage guidelines, conservation. Regulations governing
alterations to protected sites, often limiting set construction or lighting rigs. Practical step: consulting with
heritage officers before planning. Challenge: restrictive rules can limit creative options.

Insurance Certificate – Related terms: liability coverage, binder. Document proving that the production
holds adequate insurance for property damage and personal injury. Required by most location owners.
Challenge: obtaining additional coverage for high‑value props can increase premiums.

Location Agreement – Related terms: contract, terms of use. The formal contract between the production
and property owner setting out fees, dates, responsibilities, and restoration obligations. Example: a 30‑day
agreement for a rural farmhouse. Challenge: negotiating clauses that protect both parties without
over‑complicating.

Location Database – Related terms: scouting software, asset management. Centralized repository of
potential sites, contact details, photos, and notes. Enables quick retrieval and comparison. Practical tip:
tagging entries by genre and accessibility. Challenge: keeping information current as properties change
owners.

Location Fees – Related terms: rental cost, day‑out rate. Payments made to property owners for the use of
their space. May include additional charges for utilities, cleaning, and security. Example: a $2,000 fee for a
downtown loft. Challenge: hidden fees can inflate budgets unexpectedly.

Location Ledger – Related terms: financial tracking, expense report. Detailed record of all costs associated
with each site, from permits to transportation. Used for auditing and future budgeting. Challenge: ensuring
all line items are captured in real time.

Location Permit – Related terms: authorisation, municipal approval. Official permission issued by a
governing body allowing filming activities, often required for public spaces. Practical step: submitting a site
plan and insurance proof. Challenge: processing times vary widely, sometimes causing schedule delays.

Location Scout – Related terms: site visit, reconnaissance. Professional tasked with identifying and
evaluating potential filming sites based on script requirements, budget, and logistics. Example: scouting
three cafés for a romantic scene. Challenge: balancing artistic vision with practical constraints.

Location Survey – Related terms: technical assessment, measurements. Detailed measurement of space
dimensions, power availability, and structural features to inform set design and equipment placement.
Practical use: creating floor plans for the art department. Challenge: older buildings may lack clear
documentation.

Logistics Coordinator – Related terms: production manager, operations. Individual responsible for
organizing transportation, accommodation, and supply chain for location shoots. Example: arranging shuttle
buses for crew to a remote mountain set. Challenge: coordinating multiple vendors across time zones.
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Maintenance Clause – Related terms: repair obligation, property upkeep. Part of a location contract
specifying who is responsible for upkeep during the shoot, such as cleaning or minor repairs. Challenge:
disputes may arise over what constitutes “normal wear”.

Media Relations – Related terms: press liaison, public outreach. Managing communication with journalists
regarding location usage, especially when filming in high‑profile areas. Practical step: issuing a statement to
local news. Challenge: preventing negative publicity from community concerns.

Mitigation Strategies – Related terms: risk reduction, contingency. Plans to lessen the impact of identified
hazards, such as installing temporary barriers or adjusting shooting times. Example: scheduling noisy scenes
early to avoid residential complaints. Challenge: additional resources may be required.

Mobile Unit – Related terms: on‑location office, production trailer. Portable facilities that house production
staff, editing suites, and meeting spaces at remote locations. Practical use: setting up a mobile office near a
desert shoot. Challenge: ensuring reliable power and internet connectivity.

Noise Ordinance – Related terms: sound restrictions, curfew. Local laws limiting the level and timing of
sound production, especially in residential areas. Example: prohibiting amplified sound after 10 p.m.
Challenge: may require sound‑proofing or rescheduling.

Off‑Site Storage – Related terms: warehouse, inventory management. Facility used to keep props, set pieces,
and equipment when not on location. Practical tip: labeling items with location codes. Challenge: additional
transport costs and risk of loss.

On‑Location Catering – Related terms: food service, health permits. Providing meals directly at the shoot
site, often requiring temporary kitchen setups and compliance with local health codes. Example: a portable
kitchen for a remote island shoot. Challenge: limited space and waste disposal.

Parking Permit – Related terms: vehicle authorization, municipal permit. Official permission to park
production vehicles in designated public or private areas. Required for street closures or loading zones.
Challenge: obtaining permits for multiple vehicles in congested districts.

Power Supply Assessment – Related terms: electrical load, generator. Evaluating the availability and capacity
of on‑site electricity to support lighting and equipment. Practical step: measuring amperage at existing
outlets. Challenge: older buildings may have insufficient capacity, necessitating generators.

Pre‑Production Meeting – Related terms: kick‑off, location briefing. Gathering of key personnel to review
location logistics, safety plans, and schedules before filming begins. Example: discussing weather
contingencies for an outdoor shoot. Challenge: aligning diverse departmental needs within limited time.

Privacy Release – Related terms: model waiver, consent form. Document signed by individuals appearing in
the background, granting permission to use their likeness. Necessary when shooting in public spaces where
by‑standers may be captured. Challenge: obtaining releases from a large crowd can be impractical.

Production Design Integration – Related terms: art direction, set dressing. Collaboration between location
managers and designers to adapt real sites to the visual style of the film. Example: adding
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period‑appropriate signage to a modern storefront. Challenge: maintaining authenticity while meeting
design goals.

Public Safety Ordinance – Related terms: crowd control, police liaison. Regulations governing the safety of
the general public during filming activities, especially in high‑traffic areas. Practical step: coordinating with
local police for traffic diversion. Challenge: compliance may limit camera angles or movement.

Real Estate Owner – Related terms: property manager, landlord. Individual or entity that holds title to a
location and has authority to grant usage rights. Example: contacting a commercial building’s owner for a
lobby shoot. Challenge: owners may be hesitant due to liability concerns.

Recreation Permit – Related terms: park authority, usage fee. Authorization required to film in public parks
or recreational spaces. May involve a fee and adherence to park rules. Practical tip: applying early to secure
dates. Challenge: limited dates available during peak seasons.

Restoration Clause – Related terms: repair obligation, property return. Part of a location contract obligating
the production to return the site to its original condition, often specifying standards and timelines. Example:
repainting walls after a set is removed. Challenge: disagreements over what constitutes “original condition”.

Risk Assessment – Related terms: safety audit, hazard identification. Systematic evaluation of potential
dangers associated with a location, assigning likelihood and impact scores. Used to develop mitigation
plans. Practical example: rating a steep hill as high risk and scheduling stunt work with additional safety
measures. Challenge: quantifying intangible risks such as community backlash.

Scheduling Buffer – Related terms: time contingency, slack. Extra time allocated in the production schedule
to accommodate unforeseen delays at a location, such as traffic or weather. Recommended buffer: 10‑15 %
of total shoot days. Challenge: buffers can extend overall production timeline and increase costs.

Set Construction Permit – Related terms: building approval, structural modification. Permission required to
erect temporary structures or alter existing ones on a location. Example: building a partial wall inside a
warehouse. Challenge: permits may restrict the height or materials used.

Site Access Agreement – Related terms: entry authorization, security protocol. Document granting crew
permission to enter a location, often outlining security checks, badge requirements, and escorted entry.
Practical use: ensuring all crew have proper identification. Challenge: large sites may have multiple access
points requiring coordination.

Site Survey Report – Related terms: location assessment, technical dossier. Comprehensive document
summarizing measurements, power availability, parking, and any constraints discovered during a location
visit. Used by multiple departments for planning. Challenge: ensuring report accuracy to avoid costly
re‑surveys.

Stakeholder Consultation – Related terms: community outreach, local authority. Engaging individuals or
groups with an interest in the location, such as residents, business owners, or heritage societies, to gain
support and address concerns. Example: meeting with a neighborhood association before filming on a
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street. Challenge: differing opinions may delay approvals.

Street Closure Permit – Related terms: road shutdown, traffic diversion. Official authorization to temporarily
block a public roadway for filming. Requires detailed traffic management plans and often police presence.
Practical tip: submit plans well in advance. Challenge: public inconvenience can lead to objections.

Structural Load Capacity – Related terms: weight limit, floor rating. The maximum weight a floor or platform
can safely support, critical when loading heavy equipment. Example: confirming a studio floor can hold a
2‑ton lighting rig. Challenge: older structures may have undocumented limits.

Sub‑Location – Related terms: secondary site, auxiliary area. A smaller area within a larger property used for
specific shots, such as a back garden of a mansion. Practical use: focusing on a particular architectural detail.
Challenge: ensuring sub‑location permissions are included in the main agreement.

Surveyor’s Certificate – Related terms: structural report, engineering assessment. Professional document
confirming that a location can safely support set construction or equipment loads. Required for high‑risk
builds. Challenge: obtaining the certificate may add lead time and cost.

Sustainability Initiative – Related terms: green production, carbon offset. Program aimed at reducing
environmental impact of location shoots, such as using renewable energy generators or recycling set
materials. Practical tip: partner with local eco‑organizations. Challenge: balancing sustainability goals with
budget constraints.

Technical Rider – Related terms: equipment list, power requirements. Detailed specification of technical
needs for a location, including electricity, internet bandwidth, and rigging points. Used by the production
team to verify suitability. Challenge: sites may lack required infrastructure, necessitating upgrades.

Traffic Management Plan – Related terms: road closure, safety protocol. Strategy for controlling vehicular
flow around a filming location to ensure safety and minimize disruption. Includes signage, detours, and
police coordination. Challenge: complex urban environments may require extensive planning.

Travel Logistics – Related terms: crew transport, accommodation. Coordination of moving cast and crew to
and from locations, including flights, ground transport, and lodging. Example: arranging a hotel block near a
remote coastal site. Challenge: synchronizing arrivals to avoid downtime.

Utility Connection – Related terms: power hookup, water supply. Arranging for temporary or permanent
connections to electricity, water, and sewage at a location. Practical tip: verify voltage and outlet types
before arrival. Challenge: some locations lack on‑site utilities, requiring generators or water tanks.

Venue Insurance – Related terms: liability coverage, property protection. Insurance purchased by the venue
owner that may be required in addition to the production’s own coverage, protecting against damage
caused by the shoot. Challenge: negotiating deductible amounts and coverage limits.

Virtual Location Scouting – Related terms: online database, 3‑D modeling. Using digital platforms, satellite
imagery, and virtual tours to identify potential sites without physical travel. Practical benefit: faster initial
selection. Challenge: may not reveal on‑site constraints such as lighting or access.
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Weather Contingency – Related terms: rain plan, climate forecast. Pre‑planned alternatives for adverse
weather, such as indoor backup locations or protective gear for equipment. Example: having a covered set
ready for sudden downpours. Challenge: unpredictable weather can still cause schedule overruns.

Wildlife Protection Policy – Related terms: environmental regulation, fauna safeguard. Guidelines ensuring
that filming does not disturb protected animal species or habitats. Practical step: conducting a wildlife
survey before shooting in natural areas. Challenge: restrictions may limit filming times or require additional
permits.

Work‑Safe Certification – Related terms: OSHA compliance, safety training. Proof that crew members have
completed required safety courses and that the location meets occupational health standards. Required for
many union productions. Challenge: ensuring all temporary hires are certified.

Zoning Restrictions – Related terms: land‑use law, district code. Local regulations that dictate permissible
activities in a given area, such as commercial versus residential usage. Example: filming a commercial in a
residential zone may be prohibited. Challenge: navigating complex municipal codes to find eligible sites.
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