Healthg¥e GLOSSARY

Certificate in NHS Decontamination Practices

Cleaning And Disinfection

ABRASIVE CLEANING

Related terms: scrubbing, mechanical action. A method that uses a gritty material to remove stubborn soil
from surfaces. Example: Using a nylon brush with detergent on stainless-steel instrument trays. Practical
application: Effective for removing dried blood from reusable containers. Challenge: Can damage delicate
surfaces if too aggressive.

ACCREDITATION

Related terms: Certification, compliance. Formal recognition that a decontamination service meets
established standards such as ISO 15189. Example: NHS trusts seeking accreditation to demonstrate quality.
Practical application: Guides audit processes and continuous improvement. Challenge: Maintaining
standards amid staffing changes.

AEROSOL

Related terms: Droplet, airborne transmission. Tiny particles suspended in air that may contain pathogens.
Example: Aerosol generated during ultrasonic cleaning. Practical application: Requires proper ventilation
and containment. Challenge: Controlling spread in confined spaces.

AIRBORNE PATHOGENS

Related terms: Aerosol, ventilation. Microorganisms capable of traveling on air currents. Example:
Mycobacterium tuberculosis in clinic waiting rooms. Practical application: Use of HEPA filtration and
negative pressure rooms. Challenge: Ensuring system maintenance.

ALCOHOL-BASED DISINFECTANT

Related terms: Sanitizer, antiseptic. A liquid containing 70-90 % ethanol or isopropanol used to inactivate
viruses and bacteria. Example: Swabbing a bedside monitor. Practical application: Rapid action on
high-touch surfaces. Challenge: Ineffective against spores and may damage some plastics.

ALGORITHM

Related terms: Decision tree, protocol. A step-by-step set of instructions for selecting cleaning methods.
Example: NHS cleaning algorithm for determining whether a surface requires cleaning, disinfection, or
sterilisation. Practical application: Standardises staff response. Challenge: Keeping the algorithm updated
with emerging evidence.

ANTIBIOTIC-RESISTANT BACTERIA

Related terms: Superbug, MDR. Bacteria that survive exposure to multiple antibiotics. Example: MRSA on a
surgical instrument. Practical application: Stringent decontamination reduces transmission risk. Challenge:
Requires monitoring and enhanced cleaning measures.

APPLICATOR
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Related terms: Dispenser, spray bottle. Device used to apply cleaning or disinfecting solutions. Example: A
microfiber-tipped applicator for wiping a bedside table. Practical application: Ensures even coverage.
Challenge: Contamination of the applicator itself if not replaced.

ASBESTOS-FREE

Related terms: Hazardous material, compliance. Indicates that cleaning equipment contains no asbestos
fibres. Example: Selecting asbestos-free cleaning cloths. Practical application: Reduces occupational health
risks. Challenge: Verifying supplier declarations.

ASYMPTOTIC

Related terms: Theoretical, limit. In microbiology, refers to the point at which a disinfectant’s efficacy
approaches its maximum. Example: The log-reduction curve plateau. Practical application: Informs contact
time decisions. Challenge: Interpreting data for real-world conditions.

AUTOMATED END-OF-DAY DISINFECTION

Related terms: Terminal cleaning, scheduled cleaning. Use of machines that automatically disinfect a room
after use. Example: UV-C robots after operating theatre procedures. Practical application: Frees staff for
other tasks. Challenge: Ensuring adequate exposure and shadow avoidance.

AVAILABILITY

Related terms: Supply chain, stock management. The presence of required cleaning agents when needed.
Example: Maintaining a stock of chlorine-based disinfectant. Practical application: Prevents substitution with
ineffective products. Challenge: Managing inventory during shortages.

BACKFLOW PREVENTION

Related terms: Cross-contamination, plumbing. Measures to stop contaminated water from entering clean
water supplies. Example: Installing check valves on instrument washers. Practical application: Protects
patient safety. Challenge: Regular testing and maintenance.

BACTERICIDE

Related terms: Disinfectant, antimicrobial. Substance that kills bacteria. Example: Sodium hypochlorite used
on instrument trays. Practical application: Reduces bacterial load to acceptable levels. Challenge: Selecting
agents compatible with equipment materials.

BACTERIOSTATIC

Related terms: Bactericidal, inhibitory. Substance that inhibits bacterial growth without killing. Example:
Low-concentration phenol. Practical application: May be insufficient for high-risk items. Challenge: Risk of
regrowth if not followed by further steps.

BASELINE CLEANING

Related terms: Routine cleaning, daily cleaning. Standard cleaning performed regularly regardless of
contamination level. Example: Wiping surfaces with detergent at the start of each shift. Practical application:
Maintains overall hygiene. Challenge: Ensuring staff adherence.

BLEACH
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Related terms: Chlorine, sodium hypochlorite. A strong oxidising agent used for high-level disinfection.
Example: 0.5 % Solution for decontaminating reusable equipment. Practical application: Effective against
viruses and spores. Challenge: Material compatibility and odor.

BLEACH-FREE

Related terms: Alternative disinfectant, non-chlorine. Indicates cleaning products that do not contain
chlorine. Example: Hydrogen peroxide wipes. Practical application: Reduces corrosion risk. Challenge:
Confirming equivalent efficacy.

BLOCKING AGENT

Related terms: Neutraliser, quench. Substance used to stop a disinfectant’s action before testing. Example:
Sodium thiosulfate to neutralise chlorine. Practical application: Accurate efficacy testing. Challenge:
Selecting appropriate neutraliser for each agent.

BRIGHTNESS

Related terms: Visual inspection, illumination. Level of light used when inspecting surfaces for cleanliness.
Example: Using a 150-lux lamp to detect residues. Practical application: Improves detection of soil.
Challenge: Maintaining adequate lighting in all areas.

CALIBRATION

Related terms: Validation, verification. Process of adjusting equipment to ensure accurate performance.
Example: Calibrating temperature probes on washer-disinfectors. Practical application: Guarantees process
parameters. Challenge: Scheduling regular calibrations.

CAPACITANCE

Related terms: Sensor technology, detection. Ability of a sensor to measure changes in electrical charge,
used in some contamination detectors. Example: Capacitive soil sensors on instrument trays. Practical
application: Early detection of inadequate cleaning. Challenge: Interpreting sensor data correctly.

CARBON DIOXIDE (CO,) STERILISER

Related terms: Low-temperature sterilisation, gas sterilisation. Device that uses pressurised CO; to sterilise
heat-sensitive items. Example: Sterilising endoscopes with CO, cycles. Practical application: Preserves
delicate instruments. Challenge: Ensuring complete penetration.

CARRIER CONTROL

Related terms: Fomites, transmission. Strategies to limit objects that can transport pathogens. Example:
Using disposable covers on equipment. Practical application: Reduces indirect transmission. Challenge: Cost
and waste management.

CASE STUDY

Related terms: Scenario, learning tool. Detailed examination of a real-world incident to illustrate principles.
Example: Analysis of a cross-infection event due to inadequate disinfection. Practical application: Teaching
tool for staff. Challenge: Keeping case studies relevant and up-to-date.

CATALYST
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Related terms: Accelerator, enhancer. Substance that speeds a chemical reaction without being consumed.
Example: Adding a catalyst to a detergent to improve soil removal. Practical application: Improves cleaning
efficiency. Challenge: Ensuring catalyst does not leave residues.

CHLORINE

Related terms: Bleach, hypochlorite. Element used in many disinfectants for its strong oxidising properties.
Example: 0.1 % Chlorine solution for surface disinfection. Practical application: Broad-spectrum efficacy.
Challenge: Corrosivity and off-gassing.

CHLOROFORM

Related terms: Solvent, hazardous chemical. Historically used for sterilisation but now largely avoided due to
toxicity. Example: Legacy equipment may contain residues. Practical application: Awareness for safe
handling. Challenge: Regulatory restrictions.

CLEANING LOG

Related terms: Documentation, record-keeping. Written or electronic record of cleaning activities
performed. Example: Daily log noting detergent used and contact time. Practical application: Provides
traceability for audits. Challenge: Ensuring completeness and accuracy.

CLEANING SOLVENT

Related terms: Detergent, degreaser. Liquid that dissolves soils without damaging surfaces. Example: An
alcohol-based solvent for removing oily residues from instrument handles. Practical application: Prepares
items for subsequent disinfection. Challenge: Selecting solvent compatible with all materials.

CLEANING VALIDATION

Related terms: Verification, efficacy testing. Process of proving that cleaning methods achieve required
cleanliness. Example: ATP bioluminescence testing after surface wipe. Practical application: Demonstrates
compliance with standards. Challenge: Interpreting results within acceptable limits.

CLINICAL ENVIRONMENT

Related terms: Healthcare setting, patient area. All spaces where patient care occurs. Example: Operating
theatres, wards, clinics. Practical application: Dictates cleaning frequency and method. Challenge: Balancing
infection control with workflow.

CLINICAL RISK

Related terms: Patient safety, exposure. Potential for harm due to inadequate decontamination. Example:
Infection following use of a improperly cleaned device. Practical application: Risk assessments guide
cleaning protocols. Challenge: Quantifying risk for varied scenarios.

CLIP-ON COTTON

Related terms: Reusable textile, laundering. Fabric used for cleaning that can be clipped onto a mop handle.
Example: Cotton mop heads for floor cleaning. Practical application: Reduces waste compared with
disposable mops. Challenge: Ensuring proper laundering and storage.

COATING
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Related terms: Surface treatment, barrier. Thin layer applied to equipment to protect against corrosion or
facilitate cleaning. Example: Anti-microbial coating on bedside rails. Practical application: Prolongs
equipment life. Challenge: Verifying coating integrity over time.

COMBATIBLE MATERIALS

Related terms: Chemical resistance, durability. Materials that can withstand specific cleaning agents without
degradation. Example: Stainless steel instruments compatible with chlorine solutions. Practical application:
Informs product selection. Challenge: Mismatched materials leading to premature failure.

COMBINATION DISINFECTANT

Related terms: Synergistic, multi-active. Product that contains two or more active ingredients for broader
efficacy. Example: A formulation with quaternary ammonium compounds plus hydrogen peroxide. Practical
application: Targets a wide range of pathogens. Challenge: Potential for increased toxicity.

COMMISSIONING

Related terms: Installation, start-up. Process of testing new equipment to ensure it operates as intended.
Example: Commissioning a new washer-disinfector before clinical use. Practical application: Confirms
performance specifications. Challenge: Documentation and staff training.

COMPLIANCE

Related terms: Adherence, conformity. Degree to which practices meet regulatory and institutional
standards. Example: Compliance with NHS Cleaning Standards. Practical application: Reduces audit findings.
Challenge: Maintaining compliance amid staff turnover.

CONCENTRATION

Related terms: Dilution, potency. Amount of active ingredient in a solution expressed as a percentage or
ppm. Example: Preparing a 0.5% Chlorine solution from a 5% stock. Practical application: Ensures efficacy
and safety. Challenge: Accurate measurement and mixing.

CONDITIONING

Related terms: Preparation, pre-treatment. Process of preparing a surface before cleaning, such as
pre-soaking. Example: Conditioning a surgical tray with warm water before detergent application. Practical
application: Improves soil removal. Challenge: Added time and resource requirements.

CONFOCAL MICROSCOPE

Related terms: Imaging, analysis. Instrument that provides high-resolution images of surface contamination.
Example: Examining biofilm on a catheter tip. Practical application: Research and validation. Challenge:
Specialized equipment and expertise.

CONSTANT-TEMPERATURE

Related terms: Thermal control, stability. Maintaining a uniform temperature throughout a cleaning process.
Example: Washer-disinfector set at 70 °C for the entire cycle. Practical application: Ensures consistent
microbial kill. Challenge: Temperature fluctuations due to load size.

CONTAINER DECONTAMINATION
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Related terms: Waste management, segregation. Process of cleaning and disinfecting containers used for
hazardous waste. Example: Decontaminating sharps containers before disposal. Practical application:
Prevents secondary contamination. Challenge: Ensuring thorough cleaning of complex shapes.

COPPER-IONIC DISINFECTANT

Related terms: Metal-based, antimicrobial. Disinfectant that releases copper ions to inactivate microbes.
Example: Copper-ion coated wipes for high-touch surfaces. Practical application: Prolonged residual activity.
Challenge: Potential staining of fabrics.

CORRELATION

Related terms: Association, relationship. Statistical link between two variables, such as cleaning frequency
and infection rates. Example: Higher cleaning compliance correlating with reduced MRSA cases. Practical
application: Informs policy decisions. Challenge: Distinguishing causation from coincidence.

COVERAGE

Related terms: Application, spread. Extent to which a disinfectant contacts a surface. Example: Ensuring
100 % coverage of a bedside table with a wipe. Practical application: Maximises efficacy. Challenge: Missed
spots due to operator error.

CREMATION

Related terms: Disposal, incineration. Final stage of waste management for certain contaminated materials.
Example: Incinerating used autoclave pouches. Practical application: Eliminates biological risk. Challenge:
Environmental regulations and cost.

CROSSFLOW

Related terms: Cross-contamination, flow dynamics. Unintended movement of fluids between clean and
dirty zones. Example: Splash from a dirty instrument tray onto a clean counter. Practical application:
Redesign workstations to minimise. Challenge: Training staff to recognise and avoid.

CRITICAL SURFACE

Related terms: High-risk, invasive device. Surface that contacts sterile tissue or the bloodstream. Example:
The lumen of an endoscope. Practical application: Requires highest level of decontamination, often
sterilisation. Challenge: Stringent monitoring and validation.

CRITICALITY ASSESSMENT

Related terms: Risk analysis, classification. Evaluation of an item’s potential to cause infection if not properly
decontaminated. Example: Classifying a surgical instrument as critical. Practical application: Determines
cleaning and sterilisation pathway. Challenge: Keeping assessments current with new devices.

CROSSLINKING

Related terms: Polymerisation, bonding. Chemical process where molecules form bonds, often used in
sterilisation of certain polymers. Example: UV-induced crosslinking of a polymeric catheter. Practical
application: Enhances material strength. Challenge: Ensuring crosslinking does not impair function.

CURING
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Related terms: Drying, polymerisation. Process of allowing a material to set or harden after cleaning.
Example: Allowing a silicone seal to cure after disinfection. Practical application: Ensures integrity before
use. Challenge: Timing and temperature control.

CYCLE TIME

Related terms: Duration, throughput. Total time required to complete a cleaning or sterilisation cycle.
Example: A 45-minute washer-disinfector cycle. Practical application: Influences scheduling and capacity.
Challenge: Balancing speed with efficacy.

DECONTAMINATION

Related terms: Cleaning, disinfection, sterilisation. Broad term encompassing all processes that reduce or
eliminate microbial load. Example: Decontaminating a reusable laryngoscope. Practical application: Central
to infection control. Challenge: Selecting appropriate level for each item.

DECONTAMINATED

Related terms: Clean, safe. State of an object after successful decontamination. Example: A decontaminated
instrument ready for storage. Practical application: Indicates suitability for patient use. Challenge:
Confirming status through testing.

DECONTAMINATION LOG

Related terms: Record, documentation. Specific log that captures each step of the decontamination process.
Example: Noting wash temperature, detergent concentration, and final inspection. Practical application:
Provides traceability. Challenge: Ensuring staff complete entries promptly.

DEGRADATION

Related terms: Breakdown, deterioration. Loss of material integrity due to chemical or physical action.
Example: Plastic tubing becoming brittle after repeated exposure to high-level disinfectants. Practical
application: Schedule replacement based on lifecycle. Challenge: Detecting early signs.

DEGREASING

Related terms: Removal, oil cleaning. Process of eliminating oily soils before disinfecting. Example: Using an
alkaline degreaser on instrument trays. Practical application: Improves subsequent disinfectant action.
Challenge: Ensuring complete removal to avoid residue.

DEIONISED WATER

Related terms: Distilled water, purified water. Water that has had ions removed, reducing conductivity.
Example: Rinsing instruments with deionised water to avoid mineral deposits. Practical application: Prevents
spotting and corrosion. Challenge: Maintaining system purity.

DEMONSTRATION

Related terms: Training, competency. Practical showing of correct cleaning techniques. Example: A trainer
demonstrating proper wipe technique on a bedside rail. Practical application: Reinforces learning. Challenge:
Ensuring all staff observe and replicate.

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

Read online: https://certificates.HealthCareCourses.org.uk/glossaries/ HealthCareCourses (An LSIB brand) - 23 Jun 2026
5026266/cleaning-and-disinfection



Healthg¥e GLOSSARY

Related terms: Regulator, policy. UK governmental body that issues health-related guidelines. Example:
Guidance on cleaning in NHS facilities. Practical application: Informs institutional policies. Challenge: Staying
updated with evolving recommendations.

DEPICTION

Related terms: lllustration, visual aid. Graphic representation of cleaning processes. Example: Flowchart
depicting steps from pre-clean to storage. Practical application: Aids comprehension. Challenge: Keeping
diagrams current.

DEPOSITS

Related terms: Scale, residue. Build-up of minerals or organic material on equipment surfaces. Example:
Limescale in washer-disinfector chambers. Practical application: Regular descaling prevents malfunction.
Challenge: Identifying deposits early.

DERATISATION

Related terms: Pest control, biosecurity. Elimination of rodents that could contaminate clinical areas.
Example: Sealing entry points and using traps. Practical application: Reduces vector-borne infection risk.
Challenge: Integrating with cleaning schedules.

DETERGENT

Related terms: Cleaning agent, surfactant. Substance that lowers surface tension to lift soils. Example: An
enzymatic detergent used in instrument washers. Practical application: Essential first step before
disinfection. Challenge: Selecting a detergent compatible with downstream processes.

DEVIATION

Related terms: Non-conformance, exception. Departure from a prescribed cleaning protocol. Example: A
missed step in a sterilisation cycle. Practical application: Triggers investigation and corrective action.
Challenge: Documenting and preventing recurrence.

DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT

Related terms: Imaging device, lab instrument. Tools used to investigate patient health. Example: Ultrasound
probe. Practical application: Requires specific cleaning to maintain image quality and safety. Challenge:
Balancing delicate components with effective disinfection.

DIAPHRAGM

Related terms: Barrier, filter. Flexible membrane used in some cleaning devices to separate zones. Example:
Diaphragm in a pump to prevent backflow. Practical application: Maintains sterility. Challenge: Regular
inspection for wear.

DIFFUSION

Related terms: Penetration, spread. Movement of a disinfectant into porous materials. Example: Hydrogen
peroxide diffusing into a sponge. Practical application: Informs contact time calculations. Challenge: Uneven
diffusion leads to pockets of survival.

DILUTION
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Related terms: Concentration, mixing. Process of reducing the strength of a solution by adding solvent.
Example: Diluting a 5% chlorine stock to 0.5% For surface use. Practical application: Ensures correct
potency. Challenge: Accurate measurement and labeling.

DISABLE
Related terms: Deactivate, neutralise. Rendering a disinfectant ineffective after its intended use. Example:
Using a neutraliser to stop chlorine action before sampling. Practical application: Prevents false test results.

DISPOSAL

Related terms: Waste management, removal. Final handling of used cleaning supplies. Example: Discarding
used wipes in a biohazard bag. Practical application: Prevents environmental contamination. Challenge:
Complying with regulations.

DISPOSABLE
Related terms: Single-use, consumable. Items intended for one-time use before disposal. Example: Sterile
gloves. Practical application: Eliminates need for re-processing. Challenge: Cost and environmental impact.

DISRUPTION

Related terms: Interruption, breakdown. Event that halts normal cleaning operations. Example: Equipment
failure causing a pause in decontamination. Practical application: Contingency planning required. Challenge:
Maintaining patient safety during downtime.

DISSOLUTION

Related terms: Solubilisation, breakdown. Process of a solid becoming incorporated into a liquid. Example:
Dissolving calcium deposits in a descaling solution. Practical application: Restores equipment performance.
Challenge: Ensuring complete removal.

DISTILLATION

Related terms: Purification, condensation. Method of producing pure water by boiling and condensing.
Example: Generating distilled water for instrument rinsing. Practical application: Eliminates mineral
contamination. Challenge: Energy consumption.

DOCKING STATION

Related terms: Charging point, storage. Device where equipment is placed for cleaning or charging.
Example: An ultrasonic cleaner docking station for endoscopes. Practical application: Centralises cleaning
workflow. Challenge: Ensuring adequate space and power supply.

DOPING

Related terms: Contamination, adulteration. Unintended addition of foreign substances to cleaning agents.
Example: Accidental mixing of two chemicals creating a hazardous compound. Practical application: Strict
segregation of supplies. Challenge: Training staff to avoid cross-mixing.

DRAFTING
Related terms: Writing, protocol development. Creation of cleaning SOPs. Example: Drafting a new policy for
terminal cleaning. Practical application: Provides clear guidance. Challenge: Aligning with latest evidence.
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DRYING

Related terms: Evaporation, dehumidification. Removal of moisture after cleaning. Example: Using forced-air
dryers for instrument trays. Practical application: Prevents microbial growth. Challenge: Ensuring complete
drying before storage.

DUAL-ACTION DISINFECTANT

Related terms: Combined, synergistic. Product that works by two mechanisms, such as oxidation and
membrane disruption. Example: A disinfectant with peracetic acid and quaternary ammonium compounds.
Practical application: Broad spectrum kill.

DUAL-USE EQUIPMENT

Related terms: Multi-purpose, shared. Devices used in both clinical and non-clinical areas. Example: Portable
ultrasound used in ward and theatre. Practical application: Requires flexible cleaning protocols. Challenge:
Tracking usage and ensuring consistent decontamination.

DWELL TIME

Related terms: Contact time, exposure. Minimum period a disinfectant must remain wet on a surface to be
effective. Example: 5 Minutes for chlorine on a bedside table. Practical application: Staff must be trained to
allow appropriate dwell. Challenge: Busy environments may lead to premature wiping.

ECO-FRIENDLY DISINFECTANT

Related terms: Green, sustainable. Cleaning agents formulated to minimise environmental impact. Example:
Biodegradable quaternary ammonium wipes. Practical application: Reduces hazardous waste. Challenge:
Verifying comparable efficacy.

ECOLOGICAL IMPACT

Related terms: Sustainability, carbon footprint. Effect of cleaning chemicals on ecosystems. Example: Runoff
of chlorine into waterways. Practical application: Selecting low-impact agents. Challenge: Balancing infection
control with environmental stewardship.

EFFECTIVENESS

Related terms: Efficacy, performance. Degree to which a cleaning method reduces microbial load. Example:
Achieving a 5-log reduction on a contaminated surface. Practical application: Measured by validation tests.
Challenge: Maintaining over time with variable loads.

ELASTOMER

Related terms: Polymer, flexible material. Rubber-like material used in seals and tubing. Example: O-rings in
endoscope channels. Practical application: Must withstand repeated cleaning cycles. Challenge: Degradation
from harsh disinfectants.

ELIGIBILITY

Related terms: Qualification, suitability. Determination of whether an item meets criteria for a specific
decontamination level. Example: Deciding if a device is eligible for sterilisation. Practical application: Guides
processing pathways. Challenge: Evolving device classifications.
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EMERGENCY RESPONSE

Related terms: Incident management, rapid action. Procedures for handling sudden contamination events.
Example: Spill of a high-risk pathogen in a ward. Practical application: Immediate isolation, clean-up, and
decontamination. Challenge: Coordination among multiple teams.

ENABLING FACTOR

Related terms: Facilitator, driver. Condition that supports successful cleaning. Example: Availability of
adequate staffing. Practical application: Enhances compliance. Challenge: Identifying and maintaining these
factors.

ENDEMIC

Related terms: Persistent, baseline. Presence of a disease within a specific population. Example: MRSA
endemic in a hospital. Practical application: Informs routine cleaning intensity. Challenge: Breaking the
endemic cycle.

ENHANCER

Related terms: Booster, additive. Substance that improves the performance of a disinfectant. Example:
Adding surfactant to increase wetting. Practical application: Better coverage. Challenge: Ensuring
compatibility.

ENROLMENT

Related terms: Registration, participation. Process of adding staff to training programmes. Example:
Enrolment of new cleaners into the NHS decontamination course. Practical application: Ensures
competency. Challenge: Tracking completion.

ENVIRONMENTAL SURVEILLANCE

Related terms: Monitoring, audit. Ongoing assessment of cleanliness in the physical environment. Example:
Weekly ATP testing of operating theatre surfaces. Practical application: Early detection of lapses. Challenge:
Interpreting data trends.

EPIDEMIOLOGY

Related terms: Disease tracking, analysis. Study of infection patterns. Example: Mapping Clostridioides
difficile cases to cleaning schedules. Practical application: Identifies problem areas. Challenge: Data
collection accuracy.

ERADICATION
Related terms: Elimination, removal. Complete removal of a pathogen from a site. Example: Successful

sterilisation of a surgical set. Practical application: End goal of decontamination. Challenge: Confirming total
kill.

ESCALATION

Related terms: Reporting, hierarchy. Process of moving a concern to higher authority when unresolved.
Example: Escalating a repeated cleaning failure to the infection control team. Practical application: Ensures
timely corrective action. Challenge: Clear communication channels.
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ESTIMATION

Related terms: Calculation, forecasting. Predicting resource needs for cleaning. Example: Estimating
detergent consumption for a 30-bed ward. Practical application: Budgeting and ordering. Challenge:
Accounting for variability.

ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS

Related terms: Duty of care, responsibility. Moral aspects of ensuring patient safety through proper
cleaning. Example: Deciding whether to reuse a device with questionable decontamination. Practical
application: Informs policy. Challenge: Balancing cost and safety.

EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICE

Related terms: Research, guidelines. Using the best available data to inform cleaning protocols. Example:
Adopting a new disinfectant after peer-reviewed study. Practical application: Improves outcomes. Challenge:
Keeping up with rapidly emerging evidence.

EXCIPIENT

Related terms: Carrier, inert ingredient. Substance in a disinfectant that does not contribute to antimicrobial
activity but aids delivery. Example: Glycerol in a hand sanitizer. Practical application: Stabilises formulation.
Challenge: Ensuring excipients do not interfere with efficacy.

EXHAUSTION

Related terms: Fatigue, burnout. Physical or mental depletion of staff due to demanding cleaning schedules.
Example: Cleaners experiencing fatigue after consecutive night shifts. Practical application: Staffing plans
that incorporate rest. Challenge: Maintaining performance under pressure.

EXPANSION

Related terms: Scaling up, growth. Increasing cleaning capacity to meet higher demand. Example: Adding
extra washer-disinfector units during a pandemic surge. Practical application: Meets patient load. Challenge:
Training new staff quickly.

EXPIRY DATE

Related terms: Shelf life, potency. Date after which a cleaning product should not be used. Example:
Chlorine solution labelled with a 30-day expiry. Practical application: Ensures effectiveness. Challenge:
Inventory rotation.

EXPOSURE

Related terms: Contact, risk. Contact with hazardous chemicals or pathogens. Example: Staff exposure to
vapour from a disinfectant. Practical application: Use of PPE to minimise. Challenge: Monitoring cumulative
exposure.

FACTORIAL DESIGN

Related terms: Experimental, study. Statistical method to evaluate multiple variables in cleaning efficacy
studies. Example: Testing detergent concentration and temperature simultaneously. Practical application:
Optimises protocols. Challenge: Complexity of analysis.
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FATIGUE

Related terms: Wear, deterioration. Decrease in performance due to repetitive use. Example: Instrument
handles becoming worn after many cleaning cycles. Practical application: Regular inspection schedules.
Challenge: Determining replacement points.

FEEDBACK LOOP

Related terms: Communication, improvement. System where results of cleaning audits inform future
practice. Example: Audit findings leading to revised SOPs. Practical application: Continuous quality
improvement. Challenge: Timely dissemination of information.

FIBERGLASS

Related terms: Material, reinforcement. Composite material used in some cleaning equipment. Example:
Fiber-glass tanks in ultrasonic cleaners. Practical application: Resistant to chemicals. Challenge: Potential
breakage under impact.

FILLING LEVEL

Related terms: Volume, capacity. Amount of liquid in a cleaning device. Example: Ensuring
washer-disinfector is filled to the recommended level. Practical application: Consistent cleaning
performance. Challenge: Monitoring during operation.

FINISHING

Related terms: Polishing, final step. Last stage of cleaning to achieve a smooth, residue-free surface.
Example: Rinsing instruments with deionised water after detergent wash. Practical application: Prevents
biofilm formation. Challenge: Ensuring thoroughness.

FISHING

Related terms: Sampling, swabbing. Technique for collecting microorganisms from surfaces. Example: Using
a swab to “fish” for bacteria on a bedside table. Practical application: Part of environmental monitoring.
Challenge: Avoiding cross-contamination.

FLAME STERILISATION

Related terms: Heat, incineration. Use of an open flame to sterilise metal instruments. Example: Quick
sterilisation of surgical tweezers. Practical application: Rapid method for small items. Challenge: Safety
concerns and limited applicability.

FLUORIDE

Related terms: lon, chemical. Occasionally used in specific cleaning formulations for enamel protection.
Example: Fluoride-containing mouth rinse used in dental clinics. Practical application: Limited to dental
settings. Challenge: Ensuring proper concentration.

FLOORING MATERIAL

Related terms: Substrate, surface type. The composition of floor surfaces in clinical areas. Example: Vinyl
versus epoxy resin. Practical application: Influences cleaning agent selection. Challenge: Durability under
frequent cleaning.
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FOAM DISINFECTANT
Related terms: Aerosol, spray. Disinfectant applied as a foam to increase contact time. Example: Foam
applied to mattress surfaces. Practical application: Reduces runoff. Challenge: Ensuring even coverage.

FOCUS AREA

Related terms: Hotspot, target zone. Specific location identified for intensified cleaning. Example: A nurse
station identified as high-risk. Practical application: Allocate extra resources. Challenge: Dynamic nature of
focus areas.

FORCEPS

Related terms: Instrument, surgical tool. Small hand-held device used in procedures. Example: Tissue
forceps requiring sterilisation after each use. Practical application: Critical-level decontamination. Challenge:
Intricate hinges may trap soil.

FRACTIONAL DISTILLATION

Related terms: Separation, purification. Process of separating components based on boiling points. Example:
Producing high-purity water for instrument rinsing. Practical application: Reduces mineral deposits.
Challenge: Equipment cost.

FREQUENCY
Related terms: Schedule, interval. How often a cleaning task is performed. Example: Cleaning of operating
theatre walls twice daily. Practical application: Aligns with risk assessment. Challenge: Staff availability.

FRICTION

Related terms: Mechanical action, abrasion. Resistance encountered when a cleaning tool moves across a
surface. Example: Scrubbing a stainless-steel tray. Practical application: Aids soil removal. Challenge:
Excessive friction can cause damage.

FRONT-LINE STAFF

Related terms: Healthcare workers, cleaners. Personnel directly involved in patient care and environment
maintenance. Example: Nurses performing bedside cleaning. Practical application: Essential for maintaining
standards. Challenge: Balancing clinical duties with cleaning responsibilities.

FULL-SIZE DISINFECTANT

Related terms: Bulk, concentrate. Large volume of disinfectant prepared for multiple uses. Example: 20-Litre
tank of chlorine solution. Practical application: Cost-effective for high-throughput areas. Challenge: Ensuring
proper dilution and storage.

FUNGICIDE

Related terms: Antifungal, disinfectant. Agent that kills fungi. Example: Ortho-phenylphenol used in laundry
for fungal control. Practical application: Prevents fungal growth on textiles. Challenge: Resistance
development.

FUTURE-PROOFING
Related terms: Adaptability, resilience. Designing cleaning systems that can accommodate new
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technologies. Example: Modular washer-disinfector capable of handling emerging device types. Practical
application: Long-term cost savings. Challenge: Predicting future needs.

GAUGE

Related terms: Measurement, indicator. Instrument for checking parameters such as temperature or
pressure. Example: Thermometer gauge on a washer-disinfector. Practical application: Ensures process
control. Challenge: Regular calibration.

GENERIC DISINFECTANT

Related terms: Universal, broad-spectrum. Product intended for multiple applications across various
surfaces. Example: A quaternary ammonium wipe used on desks, chairs, and equipment. Practical
application: Simplifies inventory. Challenge: May not meet specialised requirements.

GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEM (GIS)

Related terms: Mapping, data analysis. Tool for visualising infection spread across locations. Example:
Mapping cleaning failures to specific wards. Practical application: Targeted interventions. Challenge: Data
integration and privacy.

GLASSWARE

Related terms: Containers, lab equipment. ltems made of glass used in clinical settings. Example: Glass
beakers for reagent preparation. Practical application: Requires careful cleaning to avoid breakage.
Challenge: Susceptibility to thermal shock.

GLOBAL HARMONISATION

Related terms: Standardisation, alignment. Effort to align cleaning standards across countries. Example:
WHO guidelines influencing NHS policies. Practical application: Facilitates international collaboration.
Challenge: Reconciling differing regulations.

GRANULAR CLEANING

Related terms: Abrasive, particulate. Use of granular substances such as sand for scrubbing. Example:
Sand-based pads for floor cleaning. Practical application: Effective on heavily soiled surfaces. Challenge:
Potential for surface scratching.

GRANULOMETRY

Related terms: Particle size, distribution. Measurement of particle sizes in powders or abrasives. Example:
Selecting appropriate grit size for a cleaning pad. Practical application: Influences cleaning aggressiveness.
Challenge: Maintaining consistent supply.

GREEN CLEANING
Related terms: Eco-friendly, sustainable. Cleaning practices that minimise environmental impact. Example:
Using plant-based detergents.

GROSS CONTAMINATION
Related terms: Visible soil, heavy load. Large amounts of debris that are easily seen. Example: Blood splatter
on a surgical tray. Practical application: Requires pre-cleaning before disinfection. Challenge:

Read online: https://certificates.HealthCareCourses.org.uk/glossaries/ HealthCareCourses (An LSIB brand) - 23 Jun 2026
5026266/cleaning-and-disinfection



Health0¥ GLOSSARY

Time-consuming removal.

HAND HYGIENE

Related terms: Hand hygiene, sanitation. Practices to keep hands clean and free of pathogens. Example:
Using alcohol-based hand rubs before patient contact. Practical application: Reduces transmission.
Challenge: Compliance monitoring.
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