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Certificate in NHS Decontamination Practices

Decontamination Policy And Procedure

AAMI stands for Association for the Advancement of Medical Instrumentation, which is a non-profit
organization that develops and publishes standards for medical devices, including those related to
decontamination and sterilization. In the context of the Certificate in NHS Decontamination Practices, AAMI
standards are relevant to the decontamination policy and procedure, as they provide guidelines for the
processing of medical instruments. For example, AAMI standards may specify the temperature and humidity
levels required for effective sterilization, or the type of chemical agents that can be used for disinfection.
Understanding AAMI standards is important for healthcare professionals involved in decontamination
practices, as it ensures that medical instruments are processed in a way that meets international standards
for safety and efficacy.

Accessory refers to a component or attachment that is used in conjunction with a medical device or
equipment, such as a valve or tube. In the context of decontamination, accessories can pose a challenge, as
they may be difficult to clean or sterilize, and may require special procedures or protocols. For example, a
medical device with a complex mechanism or valving system may require specialized tools or techniques for
effective decontamination. Healthcare professionals involved in decontamination practices must be aware
of the challenges posed by accessories and take steps to ensure that they are properly cleaned and
sterilized to prevent the spread of infections.

Air pollution refers to the presence of contaminants or pollutants in the air, such as dust, smoke, or
chemical fumes. In the context of decontamination, air pollution can be a challenge, as it may require
specialized equipment or procedures to remove contaminants from the air. For example, a HEPA filter may
be used to remove particulates and bacteria from the air, or a chemical scrubber may be used to remove
gases and vapors. Understanding air pollution is important for healthcare professionals involved in
decontamination practices, as it ensures that the air is safe for patients and staff, and that infections are
prevented.

Anion refers to a negatively charged ion, such as chloride or phosphate. In the context of decontamination,
anions can play a role in the removal of contaminants from surfaces, such as bacteria or viruses. For
example, an anionic detergent may be used to clean and disinfect surfaces, or an anionic agent may be
used to neutralize chemical spills. Understanding anions is important for healthcare professionals involved
in decontamination practices, as it ensures that the most effective agents and procedures are used to
prevent the spread of infections.

Antimicrobial refers to a substance or agent that is capable of killing or inhibiting the growth of
microorganisms, such as bacteria or viruses. In the context of decontamination, antimicrobials can play a
crucial role in the removal of contaminants from surfaces, such as bacteria or viruses. For example, an
antimicrobial agent may be used to disinfect surfaces, or an antimicrobial coating may be applied to
surfaces to prevent the growth of microorganisms. Understanding antimicrobials is important for healthcare
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professionals involved in decontamination practices, as it ensures that the most effective agents and
procedures are used to prevent the spread of infections.

Aseptic refers to a state or condition that is free from contaminants, such as bacteria or viruses. In the
context of decontamination, aseptic refers to the use of procedures and protocols to prevent the
introduction of contaminants into a sterile environment. For example, aseptic technique may be used to
handle and process medical instruments, or aseptic gowning may be used to prevent the introduction of
contaminants into a sterile environment. Understanding aseptic is important for healthcare professionals
involved in decontamination practices, as it ensures that medical instruments and equipment are sterile and
safe for use on patients.

Autoclave refers to a device or equipment that uses high pressure and temperature to sterilize medical
instruments and equipment. In the context of decontamination, autoclaves are commonly used to sterilize
medical instruments, such as surgical instruments or dental instruments. For example, an autoclave may be
used to sterilize a batch of medical instruments, or an autoclave may be used to sterilize a single instrument
that has been used on a patient. Understanding autoclaves is important for healthcare professionals
involved in decontamination practices, as it ensures that medical instruments and equipment are sterile and
safe for use on patients.

Biofilm refers to a complex community of microorganisms that adhere to a surface, such as bacteria or
fungi. In the context of decontamination, biofilms can pose a challenge, as they can be difficult to remove
or destroy. For example, a biofilm may form on a medical device, such as a catheter or implant, and may
require specialized procedures or protocols to remove or destroy. Understanding biofilms is important for
healthcare professionals involved in decontamination practices, as it ensures that the most effective agents
and procedures are used to prevent the spread of infections.

Biological indicator refers to a test or device that is used to evaluate the effectiveness of a sterilization
process, such as a bacterial spore or fungal spore. In the context of decontamination, biological indicators
are commonly used to verify that a sterilization process has been effective, such as autoclaving or ethylene
oxide sterilization. For example, a biological indicator may be used to test the effectiveness of an autoclave,
or a biological indicator may be used to verify that a medical instrument has been sterilized. Understanding
biological indicators is important for healthcare professionals involved in decontamination practices, as it
ensures that medical instruments and equipment are sterile and safe for use on patients.

Chemical disinfection refers to the use of chemical agents to kill or inhibit the growth of microorganisms,
such as bacteria or viruses. In the context of decontamination, chemical disinfection is commonly used to
disinfect surfaces, such as countertops or equipment. For example, a chemical disinfectant may be used to
disinfect a surface, or a chemical disinfectant may be used to sterilize a medical instrument. Understanding
chemical disinfection is important for healthcare professionals involved in decontamination practices, as it
ensures that the most effective agents and procedures are used to prevent the spread of infections.

Cleaning refers to the removal of soil or contaminants from a surface, such as dirt or microorganisms. In the
context of decontamination, cleaning is an important step in the decontamination process, as it helps to
remove contaminants that can harbor microorganisms. For example, a surface may be cleaned with a
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detergent or soap to remove soil or contaminants, or a medical instrument may be cleaned with a ultrasonic
cleaner to remove debris or contaminants. Understanding cleaning is important for healthcare professionals
involved in decontamination practices, as it ensures that surfaces and medical instruments are clean and
safe for use on patients.

Contamination refers to the presence of contaminants on a surface, such as bacteria or viruses. In the
context of decontamination, contamination can pose a challenge, as it can harbor microorganisms that can
cause infections. For example, a surface may be contaminated with bacteria or viruses, or a medical
instrument may be contaminated with blood or body fluids. Understanding contamination is important for
healthcare professionals involved in decontamination practices, as it ensures that surfaces and medical
instruments are clean and safe for use on patients.

Decontamination refers to the process of removing or inactivating contaminants from a surface, such as
bacteria or viruses. In the context of the Certificate in NHS Decontamination Practices, decontamination is a
critical aspect of infection control, as it helps to prevent the spread of infections in healthcare settings. For
example, a surface may be decontaminated with a disinfectant or sterilant, or a medical instrument may be
decontaminated with an autoclave or ethylene oxide sterilization. Understanding decontamination is
important for healthcare professionals involved in decontamination practices, as it ensures that surfaces and
medical instruments are clean and safe for use on patients.

Disinfection refers to the process of killing or inhibiting the growth of microorganisms on a surface, such as
bacteria or viruses. In the context of decontamination, disinfection is an important step in the
decontamination process, as it helps to kill or inhibit the growth of microorganisms that can cause
infections. For example, a surface may be disinfected with a disinfectant or antimicrobial agent, or a medical
instrument may be disinfected with an autoclave or ethylene oxide sterilization. Understanding disinfection
is important for healthcare professionals involved in decontamination practices, as it ensures that surfaces
and medical instruments are clean and safe for use on patients.

Endoscope refers to a medical instrument that is used to visualize the interior of a body cavity, such as a
colon or lung. In the context of decontamination, endoscopes can pose a challenge, as they can be difficult
to clean and sterilize. For example, an endoscope may require specialized procedures or protocols to clean
and sterilize, or an endoscope may require the use of specialized equipment to clean and sterilize.
Understanding endoscopes is important for healthcare professionals involved in decontamination practices,
as it ensures that endoscopes are clean and safe for use on patients.

Epidemiology refers to the study of the distribution and determinants of health and disease in populations.
In the context of decontamination, epidemiology can play a role in the investigation of outbreaks of
infections, as it helps to identify the source and mode of transmission of infections. For example, an
epidemiologist may investigate an outbreak of infections in a healthcare setting, or an epidemiologist may
study the effectiveness of decontamination practices in preventing the spread of infections. Understanding
epidemiology is important for healthcare professionals involved in decontamination practices, as it ensures
that the most effective strategies and procedures are used to prevent the spread of infections.

Equipment refers to the devices or machines that are used to perform a task or function, such as medical
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equipment or laboratory equipment. In the context of decontamination, equipment can pose a challenge, as
it can be difficult to clean and sterilize. For example, a piece of equipment may require specialized
procedures or protocols to clean and sterilize, or a piece of equipment may require the use of specialized
equipment to clean and sterilize. Understanding equipment is important for healthcare professionals
involved in decontamination practices, as it ensures that equipment is clean and safe for use on patients.

Ethylene oxide refers to a chemical agent that is used to sterilize medical instruments and equipment, such
as surgical instruments or dental instruments. In the context of decontamination, ethylene oxide is
commonly used to sterilize medical instruments and equipment that are sensitive to heat or moisture. For
example, a medical instrument may be sterilized with ethylene oxide, or a piece of equipment may be
sterilized with ethylene oxide. Understanding ethylene oxide is important for healthcare professionals
involved in decontamination practices, as it ensures that medical instruments and equipment are sterile and
safe for use on patients.

Filter refers to a device or material that is used to remove contaminants from a fluid or gas, such as a HEPA
filter or activated carbon filter. In the context of decontamination, filters can play a role in the removal of
contaminants from the air or water, such as bacteria or viruses. For example, a HEPA filter may be used to
remove particulates and bacteria from the air, or an activated carbon filter may be used to remove chemical
contaminants from the water. Understanding filters is important for healthcare professionals involved in
decontamination practices, as it ensures that the air and water are safe for patients and staff.

Glove refers to a barrier device that is worn on the hand to prevent the transmission of infections, such as a
latex glove or nitrile glove. In the context of decontamination, gloves can play a role in the prevention of
the spread of infections, as they prevent the transmission of microorganisms from the hand to a surface or
patient. For example, a healthcare professional may wear a glove to handle a medical instrument, or a
healthcare professional may wear a glove to examine a patient. Understanding gloves is important for
healthcare professionals involved in decontamination practices, as it ensures that the hands are protected
and that the spread of infections is prevented.

Infection control refers to the practices and procedures that are used to prevent the spread of infections in
healthcare settings, such as hand hygiene or isolation precautions. In the context of decontamination,
infection control is a critical aspect of decontamination practices, as it helps to prevent the spread of
infections in healthcare settings. For example, a healthcare professional may wash their hands to prevent
the spread of infections, or a healthcare professional may wear personal protective equipment to prevent
the spread of infections. Understanding infection control is important for healthcare professionals involved
in decontamination practices, as it ensures that the spread of infections is prevented and that patients and
staff are protected.

Instrument refers to a device or tool that is used to perform a task or function, such as a surgical instrument
or dental instrument. In the context of decontamination, instruments can pose a challenge, as they can be
difficult to clean and sterilize. For example, an instrument may require specialized procedures or protocols
to clean and sterilize, or an instrument may require the use of specialized equipment to clean and sterilize.
Understanding instruments is important for healthcare professionals involved in decontamination practices,
as it ensures that instruments are clean and safe for use on patients.
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Microorganism refers to a living organism that is too small to be seen with the naked eye, such as bacteria
or viruses. In the context of decontamination, microorganisms can pose a challenge, as they can cause
infections and disease. For example, a microorganism may be present on a surface or equipment, or a
microorganism may be transmitted from one person to another. Understanding microorganisms is
important for healthcare professionals involved in decontamination practices, as it ensures that the most
effective strategies and procedures are used to prevent the spread of infections.

Personal protective equipment refers to the devices or gear that are worn to protect the body from hazards,
such as gloves or gowns. In the context of decontamination, personal protective equipment can play a role
in the prevention of the spread of infections, as it protects the body from contaminants. For example, a
healthcare professional may wear gloves to handle a medical instrument, or a healthcare professional may
wear a gown to examine a patient. Understanding personal protective equipment is important for
healthcare professionals involved in decontamination practices, as it ensures that the body is protected and
that the spread of infections is prevented.

Protocol refers to a set of procedures or guidelines that are used to perform a task or function, such as a
decontamination protocol or infection control protocol. In the context of decontamination, protocols can
play a role in the prevention of the spread of infections, as they outline the steps that must be taken to
decontaminate a surface or equipment. For example, a protocol may specify the type of disinfectant to use,
or a protocol may outline the procedures for sterilizing a medical instrument. Understanding protocols is
important for healthcare professionals involved in decontamination practices, as it ensures that the most
effective strategies and procedures are used to prevent the spread of infections.

Reprocessing refers to the process of cleaning, disinfecting, and sterilizing a medical instrument or
equipment, such as a surgical instrument or dental instrument. In the context of decontamination,
reprocessing is an important step in the decontamination process, as it helps to remove contaminants and
microorganisms from a surface or equipment. For example, a medical instrument may be reprocessed after
use on a patient, or a piece of equipment may be reprocessed after use in a procedure. Understanding
reprocessing is important for healthcare professionals involved in decontamination practices, as it ensures
that medical instruments and equipment are clean and safe for use on patients.

Sanitization refers to the process of reducing the number of microorganisms on a surface, such as bacteria
or viruses. In the context of decontamination, sanitization is an important step in the decontamination
process, as it helps to reduce the number of microorganisms on a surface. For example, a surface may be
sanitized with a disinfectant or sanitizer, or a medical instrument may be sanitized with an autoclave or
ethylene oxide sterilization. Understanding sanitization is important for healthcare professionals involved in
decontamination practices, as it ensures that surfaces and medical instruments are clean and safe for use on
patients.

Sterilization refers to the process of removing or killing all microorganisms from a surface, such as bacteria
or viruses. In the context of decontamination, sterilization is an important step in the decontamination
process, as it helps to remove or kill all microorganisms from a surface. For example, a medical instrument
may be sterilized with an autoclave or ethylene oxide sterilization, or a piece of equipment may be sterilized
with a disinfectant or sterilant. Understanding sterilization is important for healthcare professionals involved
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in decontamination practices, as it ensures that medical instruments and equipment are sterile and safe for
use on patients.

Surface refers to the outer layer of an object or equipment, such as a countertop or medical instrument. In
the context of decontamination, surfaces can pose a challenge, as they can harbor microorganisms that can
cause infections. For example, a surface may be contaminated with bacteria or viruses, or a surface may be
difficult to clean and sterilize. Understanding surfaces is important for healthcare professionals involved in
decontamination practices, as it ensures that surfaces are clean and safe for use on patients.

Training refers to the process of educating or instructing individuals on a task or procedure, such as
decontamination training or infection control training. In the context of decontamination, training is an
important aspect of decontamination practices, as it ensures that healthcare professionals have the
knowledge and skills necessary to perform decontamination tasks safely and effectively. For example, a
healthcare professional may receive training on the use of personal protective equipment, or a healthcare
professional may receive training on the procedures for sterilizing a medical instrument. Understanding
training is important for healthcare professionals involved in decontamination practices, as it ensures that
they have the knowledge and skills necessary to perform decontamination tasks safely and effectively.

Validation refers to the process of verifying that a procedure or process is effective and reliable, such as
validating a sterilization process or validating a decontamination protocol. In the context of
decontamination, validation is an important aspect of decontamination practices, as it ensures that
procedures and processes are effective and reliable. For example, a sterilization process may be validated
using a biological indicator, or a decontamination protocol may be validated using a quality control
program. Understanding validation is important for healthcare professionals involved in decontamination
practices, as it ensures that procedures and processes are effective and reliable.

Verification refers to the process of confirming that a procedure or process has been performed correctly,
such as verifying that a sterilization process has been completed or verifying that a decontamination
protocol has been followed. In the context of decontamination, verification is an important aspect of
decontamination practices, as it ensures that procedures and processes have been performed correctly. For
example, a sterilization process may be verified using a chemical indicator, or a decontamination protocol
may be verified using a quality control program. Understanding verification is important for healthcare
professionals involved in decontamination practices, as it ensures that procedures and processes have been
performed correctly.

Water refers to a liquid substance that is used for drinking, cleaning, and other purposes, such as sterilizing
medical instruments or cleaning surfaces.
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