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Global Certificate in Chinese Medicine and Health Care

Chinese Medicine Qigong

Acupressure – A manual therapy that applies pressure to specific points along the body’s meridians to
stimulate the flow of Qi. Related terms: acupuncture, meridian points. Practical application: Using thumb
pressure on LI4 to relieve headache. Challenge: Maintaining consistent pressure without causing discomfort.

Acupuncture – The insertion of fine needles at precise points to balance Qi and correct energetic blockages.
Related terms: needling, meridian theory. Example: Needling ST36 to boost digestive function. Challenge:
Patient needle anxiety and need for sterile technique.

Air Qi – The subtle, mobile aspect of breath that carries Qi throughout the body. Related terms: respiratory
Qi, Dan Tian. In Qigong, deep diaphragmatic breathing enhances Air Qi. Challenge: Shallow breathing
patterns in modern lifestyles limit its cultivation.

Antecedent – The external or internal factor that initiates a disease process, such as emotional stress or
climatic change. Related terms: pathogenic factor, external cause. Understanding antecedents helps tailor
Qigong sequences to prevent recurrence. Challenge: Identifying hidden antecedents in complex cases.

Ba Gua Zhang – A martial arts form of Qigong that uses eight trigram movements to harmonize body and
mind. Related terms: Ba Gua, internal martial arts. Example: Practicing “Bagua walking” to improve balance.
Challenge: Mastering intricate footwork while maintaining relaxed breathing.

Ba Xian – The “Eight Immortals” archetype representing eight distinct energetic qualities that can be
invoked in Qigong practice. Related terms: spiritual archetype, Daoist symbolism. Practitioners may visualize
Ba Xian to cultivate specific virtues. Challenge: Integrating mythological imagery without distraction.

Ba Zhen – A classic herbal formula often paired with Qigong to nourish both body and spirit. Related terms:
tonic formula, Qi replenishment. Example: Combining Ba Zhen decoction with gentle Qigong for
post‑surgical recovery. Challenge: Ensuring herb‑practice synergy and avoiding over‑tonification.

Ba Yin – The “Eight Sounds” breathing technique that uses distinct vocalizations to stimulate organ-specific
Qi. Related terms: vocal Qigong, organ resonance. Example: Humming “Ah” to engage the stomach channel.
Challenge: Mastering correct pitch and resonance for therapeutic effect.

Ba Zi – The Four Pillars of Destiny, a Chinese astrological chart used to assess an individual’s energetic
profile. Related terms: destiny analysis, natal chart. In Qigong, Ba Zi informs personalized practice timing.
Challenge: Translating complex astrological data into practical exercise recommendations.

Baoding Balls – Small, marble‑like objects used in hand‑Qigong to develop finger strength, coordination,
and subtle Qi circulation. Related terms: hand exercises, dexterity tools. Example: Rotating Baoding balls for
10 minutes daily to improve joint health. Challenge: Preventing strain in the wrist and maintaining focus.
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Balancing Qi – The process of equalizing excess and deficient Qi within the meridian network. Related terms:
Qi regulation, homeostasis. Practical application: Using a combination of expanding (Yang) and contracting
(Yin) movements to achieve balance. Challenge: Detecting subtle imbalances without invasive diagnostics.

Bandhas – Internal “locks” used in Qigong to direct and retain Qi within specific body regions. Related
terms: energy seals, abdominal locks. Example: Contracting the lower abdomen (Mula Bandha) to store Dan
Tian energy. Challenge: Avoiding excessive tension that blocks circulation.

Barrel Breathing – A rhythmic breathing pattern that mimics the expansion and contraction of a barrel,
enhancing lung capacity and Qi flow. Related terms: circular breathing, diaphragmatic technique. Used in
standing Qigong to synchronize breath with movement. Challenge: Coordinating breath with slow,
deliberate motions.

Baud – The rate of Qi transmission measured in “beats per minute” within the meridian system. Related
terms: Qi velocity, pulse diagnostics. Faster baud may indicate excess heat; slower baud suggests deficiency.
Challenge: Quantifying baud without specialized instruments.

Ben Jing – The “Classics of the Body,” a foundational text describing the meridian network and organ
relationships. Related terms: classical literature, meridian theory. Qigong instructors reference Ben Jing to
design organ‑specific sequences. Challenge: Interpreting ancient terminology in modern clinical contexts.

Ben Shi – A diagnostic method that evaluates the fundamental (Ben) and superficial (Shi) aspects of disease.
Related terms: root cause analysis, pattern differentiation. In Qigong, Ben Shi guides the selection of
foundational versus corrective exercises. Challenge: Integrating Ben Shi with contemporary health
assessments.

Ben Zhen – The “original breath” concept describing the innate, life‑sustaining Qi present at birth. Related
terms: prenatal Qi, vital essence. Qigong practices aim to reconnect practitioners with Ben Zhen through
stillness meditation. Challenge: Differentiating Ben Zhen sensations from ordinary breath.

Ben Zuo – The “root and branch” principle, emphasizing that treatment must address both the primary
cause and its secondary manifestations. Related terms: holistic approach, systemic therapy. Example: Using
core Qigong to treat lumbar pain while also addressing stress‑induced shoulder tension. Challenge:
Balancing depth of root work with practical time constraints.

Ben Zuo Theory – An extension of Ben Zuo that integrates energetic, anatomical, and psychological
dimensions into a unified treatment model. Related terms: integrative framework, multi‑level analysis.
Qigong curricula often embed Ben Zuo Theory to illustrate the interdependence of body, mind, and spirit.
Challenge: Ensuring learners grasp the abstract interconnections.

Bi Qi – Pathogenic cold that stagnates Qi, commonly manifesting as muscular rigidity and pain. Related
terms: cold invasion, stagnation. Qigong response: Warm, expansive movements such as “Wave Hands Like
Clouds” to disperse Bi Qi. Challenge: Distinguishing Bi Qi from similar patterns like Damp‑Heat.

Bian Que – Legendary physician famed for his ability to diagnose disease through pulse and Qi observation.
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Related terms: historical figure, pulse diagnosis. His methods inspire modern Qigong pulse‑reading
exercises. Challenge: Translating mythic narratives into evidence‑based practice.

Bigu – “Abstinence from grain” fasting technique used historically to refine Qi and achieve heightened
spiritual states. Related terms: dietary restriction, Daoist alchemy. Modern Qigong may incorporate
short‑term Bigu phases for detoxification. Challenge: Ensuring nutritional safety and monitoring for adverse
effects.

Bilu – The “Green Dragon” stance, a foundational posture that aligns the spine and opens the Lung channel.
Related terms: postural alignment, Lung Qi. Practiced at the start of many Qigong sets to cultivate fresh
breath. Challenge: Maintaining correct spinal curvature without strain.

Binzhou – A regional style of Qigong characterized by vigorous, rhythmic footwork and strong vocalization.
Related terms: regional variation, vocal Qigong. Example: The “Thunder Step” sequence from Binzhou
enhances cardiovascular endurance. Challenge: Adapting high‑intensity styles for beginners.

Biotic Qi – The external, environmental Qi that interacts with the body’s internal Qi. Related terms:
environmental influence, seasonal Qi. Practitioners adjust their Qigong schedule to harmonize with seasonal
Biotic Qi. Challenge: Accurately perceiving subtle environmental shifts.

Bo Wu – “Eight Deities” Qigong form that integrates mythic symbolism with specific organ‑targeted
movements. Related terms: symbolic practice, organ therapy. Example: “Goddess of the Liver” movement to
support liver detoxification. Challenge: Ensuring symbolic focus does not distract from physical technique.

Bu Xin – “Repairing the Heart” practice aimed at strengthening the Shen (spirit) and emotional balance.
Related terms: heart Qi, emotional health. Includes gentle palm‑pressing on the chest while visualizing
warm light. Challenge: Addressing deep‑seated emotional trauma through brief sessions.

Bu Qi – Deficiency of Qi manifested as fatigue, shortness of breath, and spontaneous sweating. Related
terms: Qi deficiency, low vitality. Qigong remedy: “Eight Brocade” (Ba Duan Jin) to replenish Qi. Challenge:
Differentiating Bu Qi from anemia or thyroid disorders.

Bu Shen – The practice of “nurturing spirit” through meditation, breath, and gentle movement. Related
terms: Shen cultivation, mental clarity. Example: Seated meditation with soft chanting to calm the mind.
Challenge: Maintaining consistent practice amid busy schedules.

Bu Xue – “Blood nourishment” Qigong exercises that stimulate the Spleen and Liver to improve blood
production. Related terms: Blood Qi, hematopoiesis. Movements include “Swinging Arms” to massage the
spleen area. Challenge: Integrating with dietary recommendations for optimal effect.

Chai Gong – “Stretching Qigong” that emphasizes full‑body elongation to open meridians and release
tension. Related terms: flexibility, meridian stretch. Example: “Dragon Stretch” where arms reach overhead
while hips hinge forward. Challenge: Preventing over‑stretch in individuals with limited mobility.

Chi (Qi) – The vital life force that animates all physiological processes. Related terms: energy, breath. In
Qigong, conscious breath guides Chi through the meridians. Challenge: Translating abstract concept into
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tangible sensation for novices.

Chi Gong (Qigong) – The systematic practice of cultivating, circulating, and refining Chi through movement,
breath, and intention. Related terms: energy work, mind‑body practice. Core curricula include standing,
sitting, and moving forms. Challenge: Ensuring scientific rigor while respecting traditional roots.

Chong (Penetrating Vessel) – One of the eight extraordinary vessels, central to stabilizing Qi and providing
deep internal flow. Related terms: extraordinary vessel, central channel. Qigong techniques such as
“Microcosmic Orbit” engage the Chong. Challenge: Accessing Chong without excessive force.

Chu (Exit) Qi – The outward flow of Qi that leaves the body through the pores, sweat, and breath. Related
terms: excretion, detoxification. Warm Qigong helps regulate Chu Qi for healthy perspiration. Challenge:
Balancing Chu Qi loss in hot climates.

Chuan (Transmission) Qi – The dynamic movement of Qi between meridians, organs, and tissues. Related
terms: circulation, flow. Example: “Threading the Needle” movement that guides Qi along the Conception
Vessel. Challenge: Detecting subtle transmission blockages.

Daoyin – “Guiding and pulling” exercises that combine gentle stretching with breath to harmonize Qi.
Related terms: therapeutic movement, preventive care. Classic Daoyin sequence “Six Gentle Movements” is
often taught in introductory Qigong. Challenge: Adapting ancient forms to modern ergonomic standards.

Daoist Alchemy – The internal practice of transforming bodily substances into refined Qi and Shen. Related
terms: inner alchemy, spiritual cultivation. Qigong serves as a practical vehicle for Daoist alchemical
processes. Challenge: Integrating subtle internal work with external health outcomes.

De Qi – The sensation of “arrival of Qi” felt by the practitioner, often described as tingling, heaviness, or
warmth. Related terms: Qi perception, therapeutic feeling. De Qi is a benchmark for effective Qigong
practice. Challenge: Differentiating genuine De Qi from placebo sensations.

Diaphragmatic Breathing – Breath that fully engages the diaphragm, promoting deep lung ventilation and
Qi circulation. Related terms: abdominal breathing, belly breath. Core to most Qigong forms, especially
standing meditation. Challenge: Overcoming habitual shallow chest breathing.

Ding (Stability) Qi – The stabilizing aspect of Qi that anchors the body and mind, preventing excess
movement. Related terms: grounding, stillness. Practitioners cultivate Ding Qi through “Standing Like a Tree”
posture. Challenge: Resisting the urge to fidget during long standing sessions.

Dingxiang – “Storing the essence” technique that involves visualizing Qi accumulation in the lower Dan Tian.
Related terms: energy storage, lower abdomen. Used in advanced meditation to deepen internal reserves.
Challenge: Maintaining visualization without mental drift.

Do (Guidance) Qi – The directed flow of Qi intentionally steered by the practitioner’s intention. Related
terms: intentionality, mental focus. Example: Guiding Qi from the hands to the head during “Heavenly
Ladder” movement. Challenge: Developing precise mental‑Qi coordination.
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Du (Governor) Vessel – One of the two extraordinary vessels, running along the midline of the back,
governing Yang energy. Related terms: extraordinary vessel, Yang channel. Qigong “Spinal Twist” activates
the Du Vessel. Challenge: Avoiding excessive heat generation in sensitive individuals.

Du Mai (Governing Vessel) Cycle – The full circuit of Qi through the Du Vessel, linking head, spine, and
perineum. Related terms: energy loop, spinal flow. Practiced by rotating the torso while breathing deeply.
Challenge: Maintaining smooth flow without tension spikes.

Du Qi – The specific Qi associated with the Du Vessel, responsible for upward movement of Yang energy.
Related terms: Yang Qi, upward flow. Enhancing Du Qi supports mental clarity and posture. Challenge:
Preventing over‑activation leading to irritability.

Du Shan – “Capital” point on the Du Vessel located at the crown, used to lift Qi upward. Related terms:
acupoint, crown point. Gentle tapping during Qigong assists in opening this point. Challenge: Ensuring
gentle stimulation to avoid headache.

Duan (Segment) Qi – The segmental flow of Qi through each vertebral level, important for spinal health.
Related terms: segmental circulation, spinal Qi. “Segmental Rolling” exercises promote Duan Qi. Challenge:
Coordinating movement with breath to avoid segmental stagnation.

Dun (Stabilize) Qi – The Qi that maintains structural integrity during movement, preventing collapse. Related
terms: supportive Qi, core stability. Engaged through abdominal bracing in “Horse Stance.” Challenge:
Balancing stability with fluidity.

Ebb and Flow – The natural rhythmic oscillation of Qi that mirrors tidal movements. Related terms: cyclical
pattern, rhythmic breathing. Qigong sequences emulate this pattern to harmonize with natural cycles.
Challenge: Synchronizing personal rhythm with external environment.

Eight Brocade (Ba Duan Jin) – A classic set of eight gentle Qigong movements designed to stretch,
strengthen, and balance Qi. Related terms: foundational form, health maintenance. Widely taught in
introductory courses for its comprehensive benefits. Challenge: Ensuring each movement is performed with
proper alignment.

Eight Trigrams (Ba Gua) – Symbolic representation of natural forces used to structure Qigong movements
and meditations. Related terms: Daoist symbolism, energetic mapping. Each trigram corresponds to a
specific organ system. Challenge: Mastering trigram transitions while maintaining breath continuity.

Eight Immortals (Ba Xian) – Mythical figures whose attributes inspire specific Qigong postures and
intentions. Related terms: symbolic inspiration, archetype practice. Example: “Lu Dongbin” posture to
cultivate sword‑like focus. Challenge: Integrating mythic meaning without over‑complicating the physical
form.

Eight Sections (Ba Jie) – A classification of Qigong techniques based on the eight major body sections
(head, neck, shoulders, etc.). Related terms: systematic approach, body segmentation. Used to design
balanced training programs. Challenge: Ensuring equal attention to each section.
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Eight Winds (Ba Feng) – Concept describing the eight directional flows of external Qi that can affect health.
Related terms: environmental Qi, directional influence. Qigong practitioners may orient practice toward
favorable winds. Challenge: Accurately sensing subtle directional influences.

Emotional Qi – The aspect of Qi that reflects emotional states, linking mind and body. Related terms: Shen,
mood‑Qi. Practices like “Heart Soothing” Qigong aim to smooth emotional Qi. Challenge: Addressing
deep‑rooted emotional patterns that resist quick change.

Energy Meridian – Pathways through which Qi circulates, analogous to vascular networks. Related terms:
meridian system, channel theory. Qigong movements are mapped onto these meridians to facilitate flow.
Challenge: Translating meridian theory into tangible movement cues.

Enlightened Breath – Breath that is consciously aligned with intention, producing heightened awareness of
Qi. Related terms: mindful breathing, conscious inhalation. Used in advanced meditation to deepen inner
perception. Challenge: Sustaining awareness over extended periods.

Er Gong (Two Strengths) – A principle emphasizing the balance of internal (Qi) and external (physical)
strength. Related terms: inner‑outer harmony, dual cultivation. Qigong integrates both through gentle force
and subtle energy. Challenge: Preventing over‑reliance on one aspect at the expense of the other.

Five Elements (Wu Xing) – The dynamic system of Wood, Fire, Earth, Metal, and Water that governs
physiological and energetic relationships. Related terms: elemental theory, organ correspondence. Qigong
sequences may target specific elements to correct imbalances. Challenge: Mastering the intricate
inter‑element cycles.

Five Flavors (Wu Wei) – The taste qualities (sour, bitter, sweet, pungent, salty) that correspond to organ
systems and Qi. Related terms: taste‑organ link, therapeutic diet. In Qigong, visualization of flavors can
enhance organ‑specific Qi. Challenge: Integrating flavor visualization without sensory overload.

Five Movements (Wu Dong) – The fundamental Qigong actions: Raising, lowering, forward, backward, and
turning. Related terms: basic motions, movement taxonomy. Mastery of these movements underpins all
advanced forms. Challenge: Preserving fluidity while executing each movement precisely.

Five Zang Organs (Wu Zang) – The principal organs (Heart, Liver, Spleen, Lung, Kidney) central to Qi
generation and storage. Related terms: organ Qi, Zang theory. Qigong exercises often target these organs
through specific postures. Challenge: Differentiating organ‑specific sensations from general relaxation.

Five Fu Organs (Wu Fu) – The hollow organs (Gallbladder, Small Intestine, Stomach, Large Intestine, Urinary
Bladder) that transport and transform Qi. Related terms: Fu function, digestive Qi. Movements such as
“Twisting the Waist” stimulate Fu Qi. Challenge: Ensuring movements are gentle enough for individuals with
digestive sensitivities.

Five Yin Meridians (Wu Yin Jing) – The meridians associated with Yin organs, essential for nourishing and
cooling the body. Related terms: yin pathways, cooling Qi. Qigong cooling practices focus on these
channels. Challenge: Balancing Yin stimulation without inducing coldness.
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Five Yang Meridians (Wu Yang Jing) – The meridians linked to Yang organs, responsible for warming and
moving Qi. Related terms: yang pathways, warming Qi. Heat‑enhancing Qigong activates these meridians.
Challenge: Preventing excess heat in patients prone to inflammation.

Five Zang‑Fu Connections (Wu Zang‑Fu Guan) – The interrelationships between Zang and Fu organs that
maintain systemic harmony. Related terms: organ pairing, functional integration. Qigong sequences may
simultaneously address paired organs, such as Heart‑Small Intestine. Challenge: Coordinating dual organ
focus within a single movement.

Five Zang‑Fu Meridians (Wu Zang‑Fu Jing) – The meridian network that links each Zang‑Fu pair, forming a
comprehensive circulatory map. Related terms: organ meridians, integrated flow. Understanding this
network aids in diagnosing complex patterns. Challenge: Translating theoretical maps into practical Qigong
cues.

Flux Qi – The dynamic, ever‑changing aspect of Qi that reflects the body’s adaptability. Related terms:
fluidity, adaptability. Qigong practices cultivate flux Qi through fluid, circular motions. Challenge:
Maintaining fluidity without losing structural integrity.

Four Pillars (Si Zhu) – The core components of a Qigong session: Posture, breath, intention, and awareness.
Related terms: foundation, session structure. Effective practice integrates all four pillars seamlessly.
Challenge: Developing consistency across all pillars for beginners.

Four Seasons (Si Ji) – Seasonal influences on Qi that dictate adjustments in Qigong practice. Related terms:
seasonal adaptation, climatic Qi. Example: Slower, grounding movements in winter to conserve Yang Qi.
Challenge: Aligning personal practice with seasonal shifts in diverse climates.

Four Trigrams (Si Gua) – The basic set of trigram symbols (Heaven, Earth, Water, Fire) used to structure
Qigong forms. Related terms: symbolic framework, elemental mapping. Each trigram guides a specific
movement set. Challenge: Mastering trigram symbolism while maintaining physical precision.

Four Transformations (Si Bian) – The processes of generating, circulating, transforming, and consolidating
Qi. Related terms: Qi dynamics, transformation cycle. Qigong exercises are designed to support each
transformation stage. Challenge: Ensuring each stage receives adequate attention within limited class time.

Four Ways (Si Fang) – The methodologies of treating disease: Expelling, tonifying, harmonizing, and
regulating. Related terms: therapeutic strategies, treatment modalities. Qigong may employ tonifying
movements for deficiency and expelling actions for excess. Challenge: Accurate pattern identification to
select the appropriate way.

Four Yin Organs (Si Yin Zang) – The internal organs that store, transform, and produce the essence of Qi.
Related terms: yin organs, storage function. Qigong nurturing practices protect these organs through
gentle, inward focus. Challenge: Avoiding excessive internalization that leads to stagnation.

Four Yang Organs (Si Yang Zang) – The organs that govern movement, transformation, and outward
expression of Qi. Related terms: yang organs, active function. Dynamic Qigong forms stimulate Yang organs.

Read online: https://certificates.HealthCareCourses.org.uk/glossaries/
4322506/chinese-medicine-qigong

HealthCareCourses (An LSIB brand) · 24 Jun 2026



G LO S S A RY

Challenge: Preventing over‑activation that may cause heat symptoms.

Four Yin Meridians (Si Yin Jing) – The meridians that correspond to the Yin organs, essential for cooling and
nourishing. Related terms: yin channels, cooling pathways. Cooling Qigong sequences target these
meridians. Challenge: Balancing cooling with overall energetic needs.

Four Yang Meridians (Si Yang Jing) – The meridians associated with the Yang organs, facilitating warming
and movement. Related terms: yang channels, warming pathways. Warm Qigong practices activate these
meridians. Challenge: Avoiding excess heat in patients with inflammatory conditions.

Four Zang‑Fu Points (Si Zang‑Fu Dian) – Key acupoints that link Zang and Fu organs, used for precise Qi
regulation. Related terms: key points, therapeutic nodes. Example: ST36 (Zusanli) bridges Spleen and
Stomach. Challenge: Locating points accurately without professional guidance.

Four Zang‑Fu Circuits (Si Zang‑Fu Luo) – The connective pathways that integrate Zang‑Fu organ pairs into a
cohesive energetic circuit. Related terms: organ circuit, systemic flow. Qigong designs may follow these
circuits to promote holistic balance. Challenge: Mapping abstract circuits onto concrete movements.

Four Zang‑Fu Harmonies (Si Zang‑Fu He) – The harmonious relationships between Zang‑Fu pairs that
sustain health. Related terms: organ harmony, balanced Qi. Harmonizing practices include simultaneous
activation of paired organs. Challenge: Ensuring balanced activation without favoring one organ
disproportionately.

Four Zang‑Fu Transformations (Si Zang‑Fu Bian) – The processes by which Zang‑Fu pairs convert raw Qi into
refined energy. Related terms: energy conversion, organ transformation. Qigong sequences aim to support
these transformations. Challenge: Recognizing when transformation is incomplete and adjusting practice.

Four Zang‑Fu Regulation (Si Zang‑Fu Tiao) – The regulatory mechanisms that maintain equilibrium between
Zang and Fu functions. Related terms: regulation, homeostasis. Regulation is achieved through balanced
breathing and movement. Challenge: Preventing regulatory overshoot that may cause new imbalances.

Four Zang‑Fu Integration (Si Zang‑Fu Rong) – The integration of Zang‑Fu organ activity into a unified
energetic system. Related terms: integration, systemic health. Integrated Qigong practice synchronizes
organ activity with breath. Challenge: Developing the subtle awareness required for true integration.

Four Zang‑Fu Flow (Si Zang‑Fu Liu) – The smooth, uninterrupted flow of Qi through Zang‑Fu pathways.
Related terms: flow, unobstructed Qi. Flow is cultivated by gentle, rhythmic motions. Challenge: Identifying
and releasing hidden blockages that disrupt flow.

Four Zang‑Fu Balance (Si Zang‑Fu Ping) – The equilibrium state where Zang‑Fu organ functions are neither
excessive nor deficient. Related terms: balance, optimal health. Balance is the ultimate goal of therapeutic
Qigong. Challenge: Maintaining balance over long periods, especially under stress.

Four Zang‑Fu Vitality (Si Zang‑Fu Sheng) – The vibrant, dynamic quality of Qi that arises when Zang‑Fu
organs function harmoniously. Related terms: vitality, energetic vigor. Vitality is expressed through lively,
confident movement. Challenge: Sustaining vitality without burnout.
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Four Zang‑Fu Essence (Si Zang‑Fu Jing) – The essential, refined Qi produced by Zang‑Fu interactions.
Related terms: essence, refined Qi. Essence is cultivated through deep meditation and breath control.
Challenge: Accessing essence in individuals with chronic fatigue.

Four Zang‑Fu Spirit (Si Zang‑Fu Shen) – The spiritual aspect of Qi associated with mental and emotional
clarity. Related terms: spirit, mental health. Spirit is nurtured by quiet sitting and heart‑centred Qigong.
Challenge: Addressing deep emotional trauma that blocks Shen.

Four Zang‑Fu Breath (Si Zang‑Fu Xi) – The respiratory component that drives Qi through Zang‑Fu networks.
Related terms: breath, respiratory Qi. Proper breath is essential for effective circulation. Challenge:
Correcting habitual shallow breathing patterns.

Four Zang‑Fu Alignment (Si Zang‑Fu Zhen) – The anatomical and energetic alignment of Zang‑Fu organs
within the body. Related terms: alignment, posture. Alignment is achieved through posture correction and
mindful movement. Challenge: Overcoming entrenched postural habits.

Four Zang‑Fu Integration (Si Zang‑Fu He) – The process of merging organ functions into a seamless whole.
Related terms: integration, systemic unity. Integrated Qigong promotes health across all systems. Challenge:
Ensuring integration does not become superficial.

Four Zang‑Fu Manifestation (Si Zang‑Fu Xing) – The outward signs that reflect internal Zang‑Fu balance,
such as complexion, voice, and energy level. Related terms: manifestation, outward signs. Observation of
these signs guides practice adjustments. Challenge: Interpreting subtle manifestations accurately.

Four Zang‑Fu Feedback (Si Zang‑Fu Fan) – The internal feedback loop that informs the practitioner of the
effectiveness of Qigong. Related terms: feedback, internal monitoring. Sensations like warmth or tingling
indicate positive feedback. Challenge: Distinguishing authentic feedback from imagination.

Four Zang‑Fu Cycle (Si Zang‑Fu Lun) – The cyclical pattern of Qi generation, transformation, and utilization
within Zang‑Fu pairs. Related terms: cycle, rhythmic flow. Qigong sequences often follow this natural cycle.
Challenge: Maintaining the rhythm over extended practice sessions.

Four Zang‑Fu Pathways (Si Zang‑Fu Dao) – The pathways that Qi travels between Zang and Fu organs,
forming a network of energy highways. Related terms: pathways, energy routes. Understanding these
pathways enhances targeted Qigong interventions. Challenge: Translating pathway theory into concrete
movement cues.

Four Zang‑Fu Foundations (Si Zang‑Fu Ji) – The foundational principles that support Zang‑Fu health,
including proper diet, rest, and movement. Related terms: foundations, health basics. Qigong reinforces
these foundations through gentle exercise. Challenge: Integrating lifestyle changes with practice.

Four Zang‑Fu Resilience (Si Zang‑Fu Ning) – The capacity of Zang‑Fu systems to withstand stress and
recover from imbalance. Related terms: resilience, recovery. Resilience is built through consistent, balanced
Qigong. Challenge: Fostering resilience in individuals with chronic disease.

Four Zang‑Fu Harmony (Si Zang‑Fu He) – The state where Zang‑Fu organs operate in perfect synchrony,
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producing optimal health. Related terms: harmony, optimal function. Harmony is the ultimate therapeutic
goal. Challenge: Achieving lasting harmony amidst external stressors.

Four Zang‑Fu Unity (Si Zang‑Fu Yi) – The unity of body, mind, and spirit through coordinated Zang‑Fu
function. Related terms: unity, holistic health. Unity is experienced as a deep sense of wholeness. Challenge:
Maintaining unity during periods of emotional upheaval.

Four Zang‑Fu Insight (Si Zang‑Fu Zhi) – The intuitive understanding of Zang‑Fu dynamics gained through
practice. Related terms: insight, experiential knowledge. Insight deepens with regular Qigong training.
Challenge: Translating insight into actionable clinical decisions.

Four Zang‑Fu Wisdom (Si Zang‑Fu Zhi) – The cultivated wisdom that guides appropriate use of Qigong for
health. Related terms: wisdom, clinical judgment. Wisdom emerges from study and experience. Challenge:
Balancing traditional wisdom with modern evidence.

Four Zang‑Fu Patience (Si Zang‑Fu Ren) – The patience required to allow gradual Qi transformation and
healing. Related terms: patience, gradual progress. Patience prevents premature intensification. Challenge:
Managing patient expectations for rapid results.

Four Zang‑Fu Compassion (Si Zang‑Fu Ci) – The compassionate attitude toward oneself and others fostered
by Qigong. Related terms: compassion, kindness. Compassion enhances therapeutic rapport. Challenge:
Cultivating genuine compassion in high‑stress environments.

Four Zang‑Fu Discipline (Si Zang‑Fu Ji) – The disciplined routine of practice essential for sustained benefits.
Related terms: discipline, regularity. Discipline ensures consistent Qi cultivation. Challenge: Integrating
practice into busy lifestyles.

Four Zang‑Fu Joy (Si Zang‑Fu Le) – The joy that arises from harmonious Qi flow and health. Related terms:
joy, emotional uplift. Joy reinforces positive Qi. Challenge: Sustaining joy amid chronic health challenges.

Four Zang‑Fu Gratitude (Si Zang‑Fu Gan) – The gratitude for the body’s capacity to heal and transform.
Related terms: gratitude, appreciation. Gratitude deepens the mind‑body connection. Challenge: Fostering
gratitude during periods of setback.

Four Zang‑Fu Integration (Si Zang‑Fu Cheng) – The final integration of all aspects—physical, energetic,
emotional, and spiritual—into a coherent whole. Related terms: integration, completeness. This stage
represents mastery of Qigong practice. Challenge: Guiding students through this integrative journey
without overwhelming them.

Four Zang‑Fu Mastery (Si Zang‑Fu Cheng) – The attainment of profound skill in balancing, directing, and
transforming Qi across all organ systems. Related terms: mastery, expertise. Mastery is reflected in subtle,
effortless movement. Challenge: Recognizing true mastery versus superficial proficiency.

Four Zang‑Fu Legacy (Si Zang‑Fu Yan) – The transmission of wisdom, techniques, and health benefits to
future generations. Related terms: legacy, teaching. Qigong teachers carry this legacy forward. Challenge:
Preserving authenticity while adapting to contemporary contexts.
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Four Zang‑Fu Continuity (Si Zang‑Fu Lian) – The uninterrupted flow of Qi across lifetimes, supporting
long‑term health. Related terms: continuity, lifelong practice. Continuity is fostered through daily practice.
Challenge: Maintaining continuity despite life’s interruptions.

Four Zang‑Fu Renewal (Si Zang‑Fu Xin) – The periodic renewal of Qi through restorative Qigong cycles.
Related terms: renewal, rejuvenation. Renewal combats fatigue and burnout. Challenge: Timing renewal
cycles appropriately for individual needs.

Four Zang‑Fu Expansion (Si Zang‑Fu Yan) – The outward expansion of Qi to benefit others and the
environment. Related terms: expansion, outward flow. Practices like “Radiating Light” embody this principle.
Challenge: Ensuring personal balance before extending outward.

Four Zang‑Fu Contraction (Si Zang‑Fu Suo) – The inward contraction of Qi for internal consolidation and
protection. Related terms: contraction, internal focus. Contraction is used in defensive Qigong forms.
Challenge: Avoiding over‑contraction that leads to stagnation.

Four Zang‑Fu Harmonization (Si Zang‑Fu He) – The process of aligning all organ systems into a harmonious
state. Related terms: harmonization, systemic balance.
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