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Applications of Universal Design

Universal Design is the concept of creating products, environments, and systems that are accessible and
usable by everyone, including people with disabilities. The Executive Certificate in Universal Design focuses
on applying this principle to various aspects of design to ensure inclusivity and accessibility for all
individuals.

Below are some key terms related to the Applications of Universal Design:

Accessible Design: Design that considers the needs of individuals with disabilities to ensure they can access
and use products, environments, and systems without barriers. This can include features such as ramps,
elevators, and tactile signage.

Assistive Technology: Devices, tools, or software that help individuals with disabilities perform tasks that
may be challenging for them. This can include screen readers, hearing aids, and adaptive keyboards.

Barrier-Free Design: Design that eliminates physical or environmental barriers that may prevent individuals
with disabilities from accessing or using a space. This can include wide doorways, level flooring, and
accessible parking.

Design for All: The principle that products, environments, and systems should be designed to be usable by
all individuals, regardless of age, ability, or status. This promotes inclusivity and equal access for everyone.

Inclusive Design: Design that considers the diverse needs of all individuals, including those with disabilities,
to create products, environments, and systems that are accessible to everyone. This approach ensures that
no one is excluded from using a particular design.

Universal Design Principles: The seven principles of Universal Design are equitable use, flexibility in use,
simple and intuitive use, perceptible information, tolerance for error, low physical effort, and size and space
for approach and use. These principles guide designers in creating accessible and inclusive designs.

Accessible Technology: Technology that is designed to be accessible to individuals with disabilities. This can
include features such as alternative text for images, keyboard shortcuts, and adjustable font sizes.

Assistive Devices: Devices that help individuals with disabilities perform specific tasks. These can include
wheelchairs, hearing aids, magnifiers, and adaptive software.

Design Guidelines: Recommendations and best practices for designing products, environments, and systems
that are accessible to individuals with disabilities. These guidelines provide designers with a framework for
creating inclusive designs.
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Environmental Accessibility: The design of environments, such as buildings, parks, and transportation
systems, to be accessible to individuals with disabilities. This can include features such as ramps, elevators,
and accessible restrooms.

Human-Centered Design: Design that focuses on the needs and preferences of users to create products,
environments, and systems that are intuitive and user-friendly. This approach ensures that designs meet the
needs of all individuals, including those with disabilities.

Social Inclusion: The process of ensuring that all individuals, including those with disabilities, have equal
opportunities to participate in society. Universal Design promotes social inclusion by creating accessible and
inclusive environments for everyone.

Universal Design Curriculum: A set of courses and educational materials that focus on teaching the
principles and applications of Universal Design. This curriculum provides students with the knowledge and
skills to create accessible and inclusive designs.

Wayfinding Systems: Systems of signs, symbols, and landmarks that help individuals navigate and orient
themselves in a space. Universal Design principles can be applied to create wayfinding systems that are
accessible to individuals with disabilities.

Web Accessibility: The design of websites and online content to be accessible to individuals with disabilities.
This can include features such as alternative text for images, keyboard navigation, and screen reader
compatibility.

Accessible Housing: Housing that is designed to be accessible to individuals with disabilities. This can
include features such as wide doorways, grab bars in bathrooms, and lever handles on doors.

Adaptive Equipment: Equipment that is designed to be adjustable or customizable to meet the specific
needs of individuals with disabilities. This can include adjustable tables, specialized seating, and adaptive
utensils.

Design Standards: Guidelines and regulations that specify the requirements for designing products,
environments, and systems to be accessible to individuals with disabilities. These standards ensure that
designs meet minimum levels of accessibility.

Inclusive Education: The practice of providing all students, including those with disabilities, with equal
opportunities to learn and participate in educational settings. Universal Design principles can be applied to
create inclusive educational environments.

Product Accessibility: The design of products to be accessible to individuals with disabilities. This can
include features such as large buttons, tactile indicators, and adjustable settings.

Universal Design Certification: A credential that recognizes individuals who have completed training in
Universal Design principles and applications. This certification demonstrates a commitment to creating
accessible and inclusive designs.
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Workplace Accessibility: The design of work environments to be accessible to individuals with disabilities.
This can include features such as adjustable desks, ergonomic chairs, and accessible technology.

By understanding and applying these terms related to the Applications of Universal Design, designers and
professionals can create inclusive and accessible products, environments, and systems that benefit all
individuals, including those with disabilities.
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