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* Cultural Heritage and Criminal Law

**Antiquities Smuggling:** The illegal trading of ancient artifacts across international borders. This illicit
trade undermines archaeological sites, distorts history, and funds criminal organizations.

**Authenticity:** The provenance, or documented history, of a cultural artifact, confirming its originality and
ownership. Authenticity is crucial in determining the value and legality of cultural property.

**Burden of Proof:** The obligation to prove one's claims or allegations in a legal dispute. In cultural
heritage cases, the burden of proof often falls on claimants seeking to prove ownership or authenticity.

**Cultural Genocide:** The intentional destruction of a people's culture, language, or traditions, often
through violence, repression, or assimilation. This concept is not officially recognized as a crime under
international law but is often invoked in discussions of cultural heritage protection.

**Cultural Property:** A broad term encompassing all forms of cultural heritage, including art, artifacts,
monuments, and sites, that have been deemed significant to a group's cultural identity.

**Cultural Property International Transfer:** The movement of cultural property across international borders,
governed by various legal frameworks and conventions.

**Cultural Property Return:** The restitution or repatriation of stolen, looted, or illegally exported cultural
property to its rightful owners or country of origin.

**Cultural Property Trafficking:** The illegal trade of cultural artifacts, often involving organized crime,
money laundering, and tax evasion.

**Customary International Law:** A set of legal norms and practices that have evolved over time and are
considered binding on states, even in the absence of formal treaties or conventions. Customary
international law often governs the protection of cultural heritage.

**Digital Heritage:** The preservation and management of digital assets, such as websites, databases, and
multimedia content, which have cultural significance and require protection under cultural heritage law.

**Due Diligence:** The responsibility of states, collectors, and dealers to investigate the provenance and
legality of cultural property before acquiring or transferring it. Due diligence is crucial in preventing the
illicit trade of cultural heritage.

**Easement:** A legal right to use someone else's land for a specific purpose, such as access to a cultural
site. Easements are often used to protect cultural heritage while allowing for development or other uses of
the land.

**Expropriation:** The state's taking of private property for public use, often with compensation paid to the
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owner. Expropriation is sometimes used to protect cultural heritage, but it can also be controversial and
lead to legal disputes.

**Heritage Crime:** Criminal activities that damage or destroy cultural heritage, including vandalism,
looting, and theft.

**[|licit Trade:** The illegal trade of cultural property, often involving organized crime, money laundering,
and tax evasion.

**Immunity from Seizure:** A legal provision that protects cultural property from being seized or
confiscated while in a foreign country, often for the purpose of exhibition or study.

**Intangible Cultural Heritage:** Cultural practices, traditions, and expressions that are not physical objects,
such as music, dance, and language. Intangible cultural heritage requires protection and preservation
through legal and cultural means.

**Limitation of Actions:** A legal principle that sets a time limit for bringing a legal claim, often used in
cultural heritage cases to prevent stale claims and promote legal certainty.

**Looting:** The illegal excavation and removal of cultural artifacts from archaeological sites, often involving
organized crime and the destruction of cultural heritage.

**Museum Ethics:** A set of principles and guidelines that govern the acquisition, conservation, and display
of cultural heritage in museums, often involving the protection of cultural property and the promotion of
public education and access.

**Monument:** A physical structure, building, or site that has cultural or historical significance and requires
protection under cultural heritage law.

**Moveable Cultural Property:** Cultural property that can be moved or transported, such as art, artifacts,
and manuscripts, as opposed to immovable cultural property, such as monuments and sites.

**Multilateral Treaties:** International agreements involving multiple states, often used to govern the
protection and transfer of cultural property.

**Necessity:** A legal defense that justifies an otherwise illegal act if it was necessary to prevent a greater
harm, often invoked in cultural heritage cases to protect cultural property from destruction or damage.

**Provenance:** The documented history of a cultural artifact, including its ownership, exhibition, and
publication record, used to determine its authenticity and legality.

**Restitution:** The return of stolen, looted, or illegally exported cultural property to its rightful owners or
country of origin, often through legal means such as court orders or diplomatic negotiations.

**Repatriation:** The return of cultural property to its country of origin, often involving the transfer of
ownership and control to indigenous communities or local authorities.
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**Return of Cultural Property:** The restitution or repatriation of stolen, looted, or illegally exported cultural
property to its rightful owners or country of origin.

**Secondary Market:** The market for the resale of cultural property, often involving auction houses,
dealers, and collectors.

**Statute of Limitations:** A legal principle that sets a time limit for bringing a legal claim, often used in
cultural heritage cases to prevent stale claims and promote legal certainty.

**Tax Incentives:** Government programs that provide tax benefits or credits to individuals or institutions
that donate or preserve cultural property, often used to promote the protection and conservation of cultural
heritage.

**Trade in Cultural Property:** The buying and selling of cultural artifacts, often governed by legal
frameworks and conventions to prevent the illicit trade and promote the protection of cultural heritage.

**Treaties and Conventions:** International agreements that govern the protection and transfer of cultural
property, often involving multiple states and multilateral negotiations.

**Unesco:** The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, a specialized agency of
the United Nations that promotes international cooperation in education, science, and culture, including the
protection of cultural heritage.

**Unidroit:** The International Institute for the Unification of Private Law, an independent
intergovernmental organization that promotes the harmonization and unification of private law, including
the law of cultural heritage.

**Universal Museum:** A museum that holds a diverse collection of cultural artifacts from around the world,
often invoking the principle of universal ownership and the importance of public access to cultural heritage.

**Value of Cultural Property:** The cultural, historical, or economic significance of a cultural artifact, often
used to determine its protection, conservation, or restitution.

**World Heritage Sites:** Cultural or natural sites that have been designated by UNESCO as having
outstanding universal value and requiring protection under international law.
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