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Global Certificate in Cultural Heritage Law

* Protecting Movable Cultural Heritage

Arm’s Length Principle

Concept: A principle that ensures the independence and impartiality of cultural heritage transactions,
especially those involving the sale or exchange of items between governments or international
organizations.

Related Terms: Cultural property, international cultural heritage law, UNESCO

Explanation: The Arm’s Length Principle states that cultural heritage transactions should be conducted as if
the parties involved were unrelated, ensuring that the price or other considerations are fair and not
influenced by any special relationship or circumstances. This principle is crucial in preventing the illegal
trafficking and exploitation of cultural property. It is widely applied in international cultural heritage law,
including the 1970 UNESCO Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the lllicit Import,
Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property.

Blue Shield

Concept: An international organization dedicated to the protection of cultural heritage during armed
conflicts and natural disasters.

Related Terms: Cultural property, Geneva Conventions, UNESCO

Explanation: Blue Shield is part of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and operates under
the Geneva Conventions to safeguard cultural heritage sites and artifacts in times of crisis. The organization
works closely with UNESCO, national governments, and other stakeholders to strengthen legal frameworks,
promote best practices, and provide training and resources to protect cultural heritage.

Cultural Diplomacy

Concept: The use of cultural resources and exchanges to foster mutual understanding, respect, and
cooperation between nations.

Related Terms: Cultural heritage, public diplomacy, soft power

Explanation: Cultural diplomacy involves the promotion of a country’s cultural identity, values, and traditions
through various means, such as art exhibitions, performances, educational programs, and cultural
exchanges. This strategy aims to strengthen international relationships, enhance cultural awareness, and
promote peace and stability by fostering intercultural dialogue and understanding.

Cultural Genocide

Concept: The deliberate and systematic destruction of a group'’s culture, language, and traditions, leading to
the group’s assimilation or elimination.

Related Terms: Genocide, human rights, cultural heritage

Explanation: Cultural genocide is not explicitly recognized as a crime under international law, but it can be
considered a component of genocide as defined by the United Nations Genocide Convention. The
destruction of cultural heritage, including places of worship, historical sites, and traditional practices, can
have severe consequences for the affected communities and their identities.
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Cultural Heritage Crime

Concept: Criminal activities that harm or exploit cultural heritage, including theft, looting, vandalism, and
illicit trafficking.

Related Terms: Cultural property, transnational crime, UNESCO

Explanation: Cultural heritage crimes involve the unlawful appropriation, destruction, or alteration of cultural
artifacts, sites, or practices. These crimes can have severe consequences for the preservation and
transmission of cultural heritage, as well as for the communities that value and depend on them.
International cooperation is essential to combat cultural heritage crime, as these activities often involve
transnational networks and require coordinated efforts to investigate, prosecute, and prevent.

Cultural Property

Concept: Movable or immovable items that have cultural, historical, or artistic significance and are protected
by law.

Related Terms: Cultural heritage, cultural property law, UNESCO

Explanation: Cultural property includes various forms of tangible and intangible heritage, such as artworks,
archaeological objects, historical buildings, traditional practices, and languages. The protection of cultural
property is essential for preserving cultural identity, promoting cultural diversity, and enhancing human
understanding and appreciation of different cultures.

Cultural Property Law

Concept: A branch of law concerned with the protection, conservation, and management of cultural
property, including both movable and immovable heritage.

Related Terms: Cultural heritage, cultural property, UNESCO

Explanation: Cultural property law encompasses various legal frameworks, such as national legislation,
international conventions, and customary practices, aimed at safequarding cultural heritage. These legal
instruments establish rules and standards for the identification, preservation, restitution, and access to
cultural property, ensuring its transmission to future generations and promoting cultural exchange and
understanding.

Easement

Concept: A legal right to use someone else’s land for a specific purpose, often related to the preservation or
accessibility of cultural heritage sites.

Related Terms: Conservation, cultural heritage, property law

Explanation: An easement can be a powerful tool for protecting cultural heritage, allowing public access to
sites, or ensuring the preservation of historically significant landscapes. Easements can be either perpetual
or temporary and are often granted by landowners to government agencies, non-profit organizations, or
other entities responsible for stewarding cultural heritage resources.

Global Certificate in Cultural Heritage Law

Concept: A professional development program that equips learners with the knowledge and skills necessary
to understand and navigate the complex legal landscape surrounding cultural heritage protection and
management.

Related Terms: Cultural heritage, cultural heritage law, legal studies
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Explanation: The Global Certificate in Cultural Heritage Law covers various aspects of cultural heritage law,
including legal frameworks, policy developments, case studies, and practical applications. The program aims
to provide learners with a comprehensive understanding of the legal and ethical issues related to cultural
heritage preservation, promotion, and protection.

Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA)

Concept: A process for evaluating the potential effects of a proposed project or development on cultural
heritage resources and determining measures to mitigate adverse impacts.

Related Terms: Cultural heritage, environmental impact assessment, conservation

Explanation: HIA is a systematic and interdisciplinary approach to identifying, assessing, and managing the
potential impacts of a project on cultural heritage resources. The process involves consultations with
stakeholders, the identification of cultural heritage values, the evaluation of impacts, and the development
of strategies to minimize or offset any adverse effects.

lllicit Trafficking

Concept: The unlawful movement or trade of cultural property, often involving theft, looting, or smuggling.
Related Terms: Cultural heritage, transnational crime, UNESCO

Explanation: lllicit trafficking of cultural property poses severe threats to cultural heritage preservation, as it
often results in the loss, damage, or destruction of valuable artifacts and sites. International cooperation is
crucial for combating illicit trafficking, as it often involves transnational criminal networks and requires
coordinated efforts to investigate, prosecute, and prevent.

Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH)

Concept: Cultural practices, expressions, and traditions that are transmitted from generation to generation
and are inherent to a community’s identity and cultural heritage.

Related Terms: Cultural heritage, living heritage, UNESCO

Explanation: ICH includes various forms of non-material heritage, such as traditional music, dance, festivals,
crafts, and languages. The protection and promotion of ICH are essential for preserving cultural diversity,
fostering intercultural dialogue, and enhancing human creativity and innovation.

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)

Concept: A formal agreement between two or more parties, often involving governments or international
organizations, to cooperate on cultural heritage protection and management.

Related Terms: Cultural heritage, cultural property, diplomacy

Explanation: An MoU can be an effective tool for fostering international cooperation, sharing expertise, and
coordinating efforts to protect and promote cultural heritage. MoUs can address various aspects of cultural
heritage cooperation, including the exchange of information, the development of best practices, and the
implementation of joint projects.

Movable Cultural Heritage

Concept: Tangible cultural heritage that can be transported, including artifacts, artworks, and other portable
items of cultural significance.

Related Terms: Cultural heritage, immovable cultural heritage, UNESCO

Explanation: Movable cultural heritage is an essential component of cultural heritage preservation and
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promotion, as it often reflects a community’'s history, identity, and values. The protection and management
of movable cultural heritage require legal frameworks, conservation practices, and international cooperation
to ensure its transmission to future generations and enhance cultural exchange and understanding.

NAGPRA (Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act)

Concept: A U.S. federal law enacted in 1990 to protect Native American graves and human remains and
facilitate the repatriation of culturally significant items to Native American communities.

Related Terms: Cultural heritage, indigenous peoples, repatriation

Explanation: NAGPRA establishes procedures for the identification, protection, and repatriation of Native
American human remains, funerary objects, sacred objects, and cultural patrimony. The law recognizes the
cultural rights of Native American communities and seeks to promote healing, reconciliation, and respect
for indigenous cultures and traditions.

Restitution

Concept: The return of cultural property to its rightful owner or possessor, often following a theft, looting,
or other unlawful acquisition.

Related Terms: Cultural heritage, cultural property, UNESCO

Explanation: Restitution is
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