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Counterinsurgency Strategies

**Asymmetric Warfare**: Asymmetric warfare refers to warfare in which the opposing forces have different
military capabilities and strategies. In counterinsurgency operations, insurgents often use asymmetric
warfare tactics such as guerrilla warfare, terrorism, and sabotage to fight against a stronger, more
conventional military force.

**Clear, Hold, Build Strategy**: The clear, hold, build strategy is a counterinsurgency approach that involves
clearing an area of insurgents, holding it with security forces, and then building up the local government
and infrastructure to win the support of the population.

**Counterinsurgency (COIN)**: Counterinsurgency is a military, political, and economic strategy used to
defeat an insurgency. It involves a range of tactics, including military operations, political engagement,
economic development, and information operations.

**Culture-Centric Warfare**: Culture-centric warfare is a counterinsurgency approach that focuses on
understanding and engaging with the cultural, social, and political context of an insurgency. It involves
working closely with local communities and leaders to build trust and support for the counterinsurgency
mission.

** Economic Development**: Economic development is a key component of counterinsurgency strategy. It
involves improving the local economy through job creation, infrastructure development, and other
initiatives to win the support of the population.

**FID (Foreign Internal Defense)**: Foreign Internal Defense (FID) is a US military term that refers to the
assistance provided by the US military to foreign countries to help them build their own capacity to defend
against insurgencies and other threats.

**Hearts and Minds Strategy**: The hearts and minds strategy is a counterinsurgency approach that focuses
on winning the support of the population by addressing their social, economic, and political needs. It
involves a range of tactics, including humanitarian assistance, development projects, and political
engagement.

**Insurgency**: An insurgency is a political and military struggle waged by a group or movement against an
established government or authority. Insurgencies are often characterized by guerrilla warfare, terrorism,
and other unconventional tactics.

**IW (Irregular Warfare)**: Irregular warfare (IW) refers to a range of military, political, and economic
activities used to counter unconventional threats such as insurgencies and terrorism. IW includes a range of
tactics, including guerrilla warfare, terrorism, and information operations.

**Kinetic Operations**: Kinetic operations refer to military actions that involve the use of force, such as
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airstrikes, artillery fire, and ground combat. Kinetic operations are often used in counterinsurgency
operations to clear insurgents from an area.

**Maneuver Warfare**: Maneuver warfare is a military strategy that emphasizes speed, surprise, and agility
to defeat an enemy. In counterinsurgency operations, maneuver warfare may involve the use of small,
highly mobile units to quickly respond to insurgent activity.

**Population-Centric Approach**: A population-centric approach to counterinsurgency focuses on
protecting and winning the support of the local population. It involves a range of tactics, including security
operations, humanitarian assistance, and development projects.

**PSYOP (Psychological Operations)**: Psychological operations (PSYOP) are a part of military information
operations that involve the use of propaganda, media manipulation, and other tactics to influence the
perceptions and behavior of a target audience.

**SOF (Special Operations Forces)**: Special Operations Forces (SOF) are elite military units that are trained
to conduct a range of specialized operations, including counterinsurgency, counterterrorism, and
unconventional warfare.

**Stability Operations**: Stability operations are military operations that are conducted to establish or
maintain order in a region that is experiencing political instability, violence, or other forms of disorder.

**Tactical Directive**: A tactical directive is a set of guidelines issued by a military commander to guide the
conduct of tactical operations. In counterinsurgency operations, tactical directives may include guidelines
on the use of force, the treatment of civilians, and other issues.

**UW (Unconventional Warfare)**: Unconventional warfare (UW) is a military strategy that involves the use
of unconventional tactics, such as guerrilla warfare, sabotage, and subversion, to achieve military objectives.
UW is often used in counterinsurgency operations.

**Winning Hearts and Minds**: Winning hearts and minds is a counterinsurgency approach that focuses on
addressing the social, economic, and political needs of the population to win their support. It involves a
range of tactics, including humanitarian assistance, development projects, and political engagement.

In summary, the glossary terms related to counterinsurgency strategies cover a wide range of concepts,
tactics, and acronyms. These terms highlight the importance of understanding the cultural, social, and
political context of an insurgency, as well as the need to protect and win the support of the local
population. Effective counterinsurgency strategies often involve a combination of military, political, and
economic tactics, as well as a strong focus on building trust and relationships with local communities and
leaders. By understanding these terms and concepts, military and civilian leaders can develop more effective
counterinsurgency strategies that are tailored to the specific needs and challenges of the region in which
they are operating.
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