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Physical Examination

A physical examination is a systematic process of evaluating a person's body to determine their overall
health status. It involves a healthcare provider using various techniques to assess the patient's physical
appearance, vital signs, organ function, and any abnormalities that may be present. The physical
examination is a crucial component of the diagnostic process and helps healthcare professionals gather
important information about a patient's health.

Physical examinations are typically conducted in a clinical setting and may include the following
components:

1. General Appearance: The healthcare provider observes the patient's overall appearance, including their
posture, hygiene, and level of distress.

2. Vital Signs: This includes measuring the patient's blood pressure, heart rate, respiratory rate, and
temperature. These measurements provide important information about the patient's cardiovascular and
respiratory health.

3. Head and Neck Examination: This involves examining the patient's head, face, eyes, ears, nose, throat, and
neck for any abnormalities or signs of illness.

4. Chest Examination: The healthcare provider listens to the patient's heart and lungs using a stethoscope to
assess heart sounds, lung sounds, and detect any abnormalities.

5. Abdominal Examination: The provider examines the patient's abdomen by palpating for organ
enlargement, tenderness, or abnormal masses.

6. Extremities Examination: This includes assessing the patient's arms, legs, joints, and muscles for strength,
range of motion, and any signs of injury or disease.

7. Skin Examination: The healthcare provider inspects the patient's skin for any rashes, lesions, discoloration,
or signs of infection.

8. Neurological Examination: This involves assessing the patient's mental status, cranial nerves, reflexes,
sensation, coordination, and gait to evaluate brain and nerve function.

Physical examinations are essential for diagnosing medical conditions, monitoring disease progression, and
evaluating treatment effectiveness. They provide valuable information that can guide further diagnostic
testing, treatment planning, and patient management. In disability assessments, physical examinations help
determine the impact of a disability on a person's physical functioning and overall health.

Challenges in conducting physical examinations may include limited time with patients, patient discomfort

Read online: https://certificates.HealthCareCourses.org.uk/glossaries/ HealthCareCourses (An LSIB brand) - 02 Jul 2026
3738877/physical-examination



Health0¥ GLOSSARY

or anxiety, language barriers, and the need for specialized equipment or expertise. Healthcare providers
must ensure that physical examinations are conducted in a sensitive, respectful, and culturally competent
manner to promote patient trust and cooperation.

Overall, physical examinations are a fundamental aspect of healthcare practice that allows healthcare
providers to assess and monitor a patient's health, detect medical conditions early, and provide appropriate
care and treatment.
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