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Professional Certificate in Global Maritime Regulatory Compliance

Introduction to Maritime Regulations

Introduction to Maritime Regulations Glossary

AIS (Automatic Identification System)
- Related Terms: Vessel Traffic Service (VTS), International Maritime Organization (IMO)
- Explanation: AIS is a tracking system used on ships and by vessel traffic services to identify and locate
vessels. It broadcasts information such as ship's name, position, course, and speed to other vessels and
shore stations to enhance maritime safety and prevent collisions.

Ballast Water Management
- Related Terms: Ballast Water Convention, Ballast Water Treatment System
- Explanation: Ballast water management refers to the process of controlling the introduction of invasive
species through ships' ballast water. It involves treating, exchanging, or discharging ballast water in
accordance with international regulations to protect marine ecosystems.

Certificate of Financial Responsibility (COFR)
- Related Terms: Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (OPA 90), Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund
- Explanation: A COFR is a financial guarantee that vessel owners or operators must obtain to cover
potential oil pollution liability in the event of an oil spill in U.S. waters. It demonstrates financial
responsibility for cleanup and damages resulting from oil spills.

Detention
- Related Terms: Port State Control (PSC), Flag State
- Explanation: Detention is the act of holding a ship in port by port state control authorities due to non-
compliance with international maritime regulations. It can occur when a vessel is found to have deficiencies
that pose a risk to safety, security, or the environment.

Emission Control Areas (ECAs)
- Related Terms: Sulphur Oxides (SOx), Nitrogen Oxides (NOx)
- Explanation: ECAs are designated geographical areas where stricter regulations on emissions from ships
are enforced to reduce air pollution and protect human health and the environment. Vessels operating in
ECAs must comply with specific emission limits for sulphur and nitrogen oxides.

Fishing Vessel Safety
- Related Terms: International Maritime Organization (IMO), Safety Management System (SMS)
- Explanation: Fishing vessel safety refers to the regulations and guidelines aimed at ensuring the safety of
fishing vessels, crew members, and the sustainable management of fisheries. It covers aspects such as
stability, equipment, training, and emergency procedures.

Garbage Management Plan
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- Related Terms: MARPOL Annex V, Garbage Record Book
- Explanation: A garbage management plan is a document outlining procedures for collecting, storing, and
disposing of garbage generated on board ships in compliance with MARPOL Annex V regulations. It helps
prevent pollution of the marine environment from ship-generated waste.

High-Risk Area (HRA)
- Related Terms: Piracy, Best Management Practices (BMP)
- Explanation: An HRA is a designated area in which the risk of piracy and armed robbery against ships is
considered high. Vessels transiting HRAs are advised to implement specific security measures according to
best management practices to mitigate the risk of attacks.

International Safety Management (ISM) Code
- Related Terms: Safety Management System (SMS), Flag State Control
- Explanation: The ISM Code is an international standard for the safe management and operation of ships,
focusing on the development of a safety management system (SMS) to ensure compliance with safety and
environmental regulations. It aims to prevent accidents, injuries, and pollution at sea.

Joint Inspection Group (JIG)
- Related Terms: Port State Control (PSC), Oil Companies International Marine Forum (OCIMF)
- Explanation: JIG is a collaborative organization of oil companies that conducts ship inspections at oil
terminals to verify compliance with safety, security, and environmental standards. It aims to promote
consistent inspection practices and improve the quality of vessel operations.

Kyoto Protocol
- Related Terms: Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions, United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC)
- Explanation: The Kyoto Protocol is an international treaty that sets binding targets for industrialized
countries to reduce greenhouse gas emissions responsible for climate change. It includes provisions for
emission reduction projects and carbon trading mechanisms.

Load Line Convention
- Related Terms: Plimsoll Line, International Load Line Certificate
- Explanation: The Load Line Convention establishes minimum freeboard requirements for ships based on
their size, type, and operating conditions to ensure safe loading and stability. Ships must be marked with
load lines indicating the maximum allowable draft for different conditions.

Maritime Labour Convention (MLC)
- Related Terms: Seafarer's Bill of Rights, International Labour Organization (ILO)
- Explanation: The MLC is an international treaty that sets out minimum standards for working and living
conditions on board ships, covering areas such as employment rights, health and safety, crew
accommodation, and welfare facilities. It aims to protect seafarers' rights and promote fair labor practices.

Navigation Safety
- Related Terms: Collision Regulations (COLREGs), Electronic Chart Display and Information System (ECDIS)
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- Explanation: Navigation safety encompasses regulations and practices to prevent collisions, groundings,
and other navigational accidents at sea. It includes adherence to COLREGs, proper use of navigational aids,
and the use of electronic navigation systems to enhance situational awareness.

Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP)
- Related Terms: Oil Spill Response, National Contingency Plan (NCP)
- Explanation: An OPEP is a contingency plan developed by ship owners or operators to respond effectively
to oil spills and pollution incidents. It outlines procedures for reporting, containing, and cleaning up oil spills
to minimize environmental damage and comply with regulatory requirements.

Port State Control (PSC)
- Related Terms: Flag State, Paris Memorandum of Understanding (Paris MoU)
- Explanation: PSC is the inspection regime carried out by port authorities to verify compliance with
international maritime regulations and standards by visiting ships. Inspections focus on safety, security, and
environmental performance to ensure ships meet required standards.

Quality Management System (QMS)
- Related Terms: ISO 9001, Continuous Improvement
- Explanation: A QMS is a structured framework of policies, processes, and procedures implemented by
organizations to ensure consistent quality of products or services. It involves quality planning, control,
assurance, and improvement activities to meet customer requirements and enhance performance.

Regulatory Compliance
- Related Terms: Enforcement Actions, Compliance Audit
- Explanation: Regulatory compliance refers to the adherence to laws, rules, and regulations governing a
particular industry or activity. In the maritime sector, it involves meeting requirements set by international
conventions, flag states, and port authorities to ensure safe, secure, and environmentally sound operations.

Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) Convention
- Related Terms: International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, Safety Equipment Certificate
- Explanation: The SOLAS Convention is an international treaty that sets minimum safety standards for the
construction, equipment, and operation of ships to ensure the safety of life at sea. It covers aspects such as
fire protection, lifesaving appliances, navigation equipment, and emergency procedures.

Terminal Security Plan (TSP)
- Related Terms: International Ship and Port Facility Security Code (ISPS Code), Facility Security Officer (FSO)
- Explanation: A TSP is a security plan developed by terminal operators to address security threats and
vulnerabilities at maritime facilities. It outlines procedures for access control, cargo handling, and
emergency response to prevent security incidents and protect ships, personnel, and cargo.

Under keel clearance (UKC)
- Related Terms: Ship Draft, Tidal Range
- Explanation: UKC is the minimum vertical distance between the ship's keel and the seabed required to
ensure safe navigation in shallow waters. It accounts for factors such as ship's draft, tidal variations, squat
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effect, and seafloor conditions to prevent grounding or damage to the vessel.

Voyage Data Recorder (VDR)
- Related Terms: Ship's Black Box, Data Retrieval
- Explanation: A VDR is a recording device installed on ships to collect and store data related to the vessel's
operation and performance. It records audio from the bridge, ship's position, speed, heading, and other
critical parameters to aid in accident investigation and improve safety practices.

Waste Reception Facilities
- Related Terms: MARPOL Annex VI, Port Reception Facilities (PRF)
- Explanation: Waste reception facilities are shore-based facilities where ships can deposit garbage, sewage,
and other waste materials generated during their voyage. They help ships comply with MARPOL regulations
by providing proper disposal options and preventing pollution of the marine environment.
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