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Professional Certificate in Structured Finance

Structured Finance Documentation and Due
Diligence

Structured Finance Documentation
Structured finance documentation refers to the legal agreements and contracts that govern the issuance
and management of structured finance transactions. These documents outline the rights and obligations of
various parties involved in the transaction, such as the issuer, investors, servicers, and trustees. Structured
finance documentation is essential for ensuring transparency, clarity, and enforceability in complex financial
transactions.

Key Components of Structured Finance Documentation:
1. Indenture Agreement: This is a legal contract between the issuer and the trustee that outlines the terms
and conditions of the structured finance transaction, including the rights of bondholders, payment
obligations, and default provisions.
2. Pooling and Servicing Agreement (PSA): The PSA governs the relationship between the issuer, servicer,
and trustee. It specifies the responsibilities of the servicer, including collecting payments from underlying
assets and distributing them to investors.
3. Offering Memorandum: Also known as a prospectus, the offering memorandum provides detailed
information about the structured finance transaction, including the assets backing the securities, risks
involved, and financial projections.
4. Legal Opinions: Legal opinions are provided by lawyers involved in the transaction to confirm the validity
and enforceability of the structured finance documentation.
5. Credit Enhancement Agreements: These agreements detail the mechanisms put in place to enhance the
credit quality of the securities issued in the transaction, such as overcollateralization, guarantees, or
insurance.

Due Diligence
Due diligence is the process of conducting a thorough investigation and analysis of a potential investment
or transaction to assess its risks, benefits, and compliance with regulatory requirements. In structured
finance, due diligence is crucial for identifying and mitigating risks associated with the underlying assets,
structure, and parties involved in the transaction.

Types of Due Diligence in Structured Finance:
1. Legal Due Diligence: This involves reviewing the legal documentation related to the structured finance
transaction to ensure compliance with laws and regulations, as well as the enforceability of contractual
obligations.
2. Financial Due Diligence: Financial due diligence focuses on analyzing the financial statements, cash flows,
and projections of the underlying assets to assess their credit quality and performance.
3. Operational Due Diligence: Operational due diligence involves examining the operational processes and
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controls of the servicer, originator, or other parties involved in the transaction to identify any potential risks
or weaknesses.
4. Regulatory Due Diligence: Regulatory due diligence assesses the compliance of the structured finance
transaction with relevant laws, regulations, and industry standards to mitigate legal and reputational risks.
5. Asset Due Diligence: Asset due diligence focuses on evaluating the quality, performance, and valuation of
the underlying assets that back the securities issued in the transaction, such as loans, mortgages, or
receivables.

Challenges in Structured Finance Due Diligence:
1. Complexity: Structured finance transactions can involve multiple layers of documentation, entities, and
assets, making due diligence a complex and time-consuming process.
2. Information Asymmetry: Due diligence may be challenging when there is limited access to information
about the underlying assets or when parties involved in the transaction withhold critical data.
3. Legal and Regulatory Risks: Failure to conduct thorough due diligence can result in legal and regulatory
issues, such as breaches of contract, non-compliance with laws, or inadequate risk management.
4. Market Volatility: Changes in market conditions, interest rates, or asset performance can impact the
outcome of due diligence and the overall success of the structured finance transaction.
5. Data Integrity: Ensuring the accuracy and integrity of data used in the due diligence process is essential
for making informed investment decisions and managing risks effectively.
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